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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade

Details

Product Status Discontinued at Digi-Key

Core Processor ARM® Cortex®-M3

Core Size 32-Bit Single-Core

Speed 48MHz

Connectivity EBI/EMI, I²C, IrDA, SmartCard, SPI, UART/USART, USB

Peripherals Brown-out Detect/Reset, DMA, LCD, POR, PWM, WDT

Number of I/O 87

Program Memory Size 512KB (512K x 8)

Program Memory Type FLASH

EEPROM Size -

RAM Size 128K x 8

Voltage - Supply (Vcc/Vdd) 1.85V ~ 3.8V

Data Converters A/D 8x12b; D/A 2x12b

Oscillator Type Internal

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 85°C (TA)

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Package / Case 112-LFBGA

Supplier Device Package 112-BGA (10x10)
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3 Electrical Characteristics

3.1 Test Conditions

3.1.1 Typical Values

The typical data are based on TAMB=25°C and V DD=3.0 V, as defined in Table 3.2 (p. 10) , unless
otherwise specified.

3.1.2 Minimum and Maximum Values

The minimum and maximum values represent the worst conditions of ambient temperature, supply volt-
age and frequencies, as defined in Table 3.2 (p. 10) , unless otherwise specified.

3.2 Absolute Maximum Ratings

The absolute maximum ratings are stress ratings, and functional operation under such conditions are
not guaranteed. Stress beyond the limits specified in Table 3.1 (p. 10)  may affect the device reliability
or cause permanent damage to the device. Functional operating conditions are given in Table 3.2 (p.
10) .

Table 3.1. Absolute Maximum Ratings

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

TSTG Storage tempera-
ture range

 -40  150 °C

TS Maximum soldering
temperature

Latest IPC/JEDEC J-STD-020
Standard

  260 °C

VDDMAX External main sup-
ply voltage

 0  3.8 V

VIOPIN Voltage on any I/O
pin

 -0.3  VDD+0.3 V

Current per I/O pin
(sink)

   100 mA

IIOMAX
Current per I/O pin
(source)

   -100 mA

3.3 General Operating Conditions

3.3.1 General Operating Conditions

Table 3.2. General Operating Conditions

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

TAMB Ambient temperature range -40  85 °C

VDDOP Operating supply voltage 1.98  3.8 V

fAPB Internal APB clock frequency   48 MHz

fAHB Internal AHB clock frequency   48 MHz
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3.4.3 EM4 Current Consumption

Figure 3.3.  EM4 current consumption.

3.5 Transition between Energy Modes

The transition times are measured from the trigger to the first clock edge in the CPU.

Table 3.4. Energy Modes Transitions

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

tEM10 Transition time from EM1 to EM0  0  HF-
CORE-
CLK
cycles

tEM20 Transition time from EM2 to EM0  2  µs

tEM30 Transition time from EM3 to EM0  2  µs

tEM40 Transition time from EM4 to EM0  163  µs

3.6 Power Management

The EFM32GG requires the AVDD_x, VDD_DREG and IOVDD_x pins to be connected together (with
optional filter) at the PCB level. For practical schematic recommendations, please see the application
note, "AN0002 EFM32 Hardware Design Considerations".


