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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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1.1.3 Specifications
Tables 1.2 and 1.3 outline the Specifications for R8C/3MU Group, R8C/3MK Group.

Table 1.2 Specifications for R8C/3MU Group, R8C/3MK Group (1)
Item Function Specification

CPU Central processing 
unit

R8C CPU core
• Number of fundamental instructions: 89
• Minimum instruction execution time:

50 ns (f(XIN) = 20 MHz, VCC = 2.7 to 5.5 V)
200 ns (f(XIN) = 5 MHz, VCC = 1.8 to 5.5 V)

• Multiplier: 16 bits × 16 bits → 32 bits
• Multiply-accumulate instruction: 16 bits × 16 bits + 32 bits → 32 bits
• Operation mode: Single-chip mode (address space: 1 Mbyte)

Memory ROM, RAM, 
Data flash

Refer to Table 1.4 Product List for R8C/3MU Group, and Table 1.5 Product 
List for R8C/3MK Group.

Power Supply 
Voltage 
Detection

Voltage detection 
circuit

• Power-on reset
• Voltage detection 3 (detection level of voltage detection 0 and voltage 

detection 1 selectable)
I/O Ports Programmable I/O 

ports
• CMOS I/O ports: 30, selectable pull-up resistor
• High current drive ports: 30

Clock Clock generation 
circuits

• 4 circuits: XIN clock oscillation circuit, 
High-speed on-chip oscillator (with frequency adjustment function), 
Low-speed on-chip oscillator
PLL frequency synthesizer

• Oscillation stop detection: XIN clock oscillation stop detection function
• Frequency divider circuit: Dividing selectable 1, 2, 4, 8, and 16
• Low power consumption modes:

Standard operating mode (XIN clock, PLL frequency synthesizer, high-speed 
on-chip oscillator, low-speed on-chip oscillator), wait mode, stop mode

Interrupts • Interrupt Vectors: 69
• External: 9 sources (INT × 5, key input × 4)
• Priority levels: 7 levels

Watchdog Timer • 14 bits × 1 (with prescaler)
• Reset start selectable
• Low-speed on-chip oscillator for watchdog timer selectable

DTC (Data 
Transfer 
Controller)

R8C/3MU Group • 1 channel
• Activation sources: 25
• Transfer modes: 2 (normal mode, repeat mode)

R8C/3MK Group • 1 channel
• Activation sources: 26
• Transfer modes: 2 (normal mode, repeat mode)

Timer Timer RA 8 bits × 1 (with 8-bit prescaler)
Timer mode (period timer), pulse output mode (output level inverted every 
period), event counter mode, pulse width measurement mode, pulse period 
measurement mode

Timer RB 8 bits × 1 (with 8-bit prescaler)
Timer mode (period timer), programmable waveform generation mode (PWM 
output), programmable one-shot generation mode, programmable wait one-
shot generation mode

Timer RC 16 bits × 1 (with 4 capture/compare registers)
Timer mode (input capture function, output compare function), PWM mode 
(output 3 pins), PWM2 mode (PWM output pin)

Serial 
Interface

UART0, UART1, 
UART3

Clock synchronous serial I/O/UART × 3 channel

UART2 Clock synchronous serial I/O, UART, multiprocessor communication function
Synchronous Serial 
Communication Unit (SSU)

1 (shared with I2C bus)

I2C bus 1 (shared with SSU)
LIN Module Hardware LIN: 1 (timer RA, UART0)
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Note:
1. Not available in the R8C/3MU Group.

Table 1.3 Specifications for R8C/3MU Group, R8C/3MK Group (2)
Item Function Specification

USB 
Functions

R8C/3MU Group • USB 2.0 specification compliant, Full speed (12 Mbps) supported
• USB function controller and USB transceiver incorporated
• 5 pipes provided with individual FIFO

Arbitrary EP numbers can be specified for PIPE4 to 7
• FIFO size (total 448 bytes: DCP (EP0) = 64 bytes, PIPE4 and PIPE5 = 

128 bytes (64-byte double buffer), PIPE6 and PIPE7 = 64 bytes
• Supported transfer: DCP = Control transfer IN/OUT, PIPE4 and PIPE5 = Bulk 

transfer IN/OUT, PIPE6 and PIPE7 = Interrupt transfer IN/OUT
R8C/3MK Group • USB 2.0 specification compliant, Full speed (12 Mbps) supported

• USB Device Controller (UDC), transceiver for USB2.0 are incorporated, and 
on-chip USB transceiver

• 5 pipes provided with individual FIFO 
Arbitrary EP numbers can be specified for PIPE4 to 7

• FIFO size (total 448 bytes):
DCP (EP0) = 64 bytes,
PIPE4 and PIPE5 = 128 bytes (64-byte double buffer),
PIPE6 and PIPE7 = 64 bytes

• Supported transfer:
DCP = Control transfer IN/OUT, PIPE4 and PIPE5 = Bulk transfer IN/OUT, 
PIPE6 and PIPE7 = Interrupt transfer IN/OUT

• When the host controller is selected
Automatic scheduling for SOF and packet transmissions
Programmable intervals for interrupt transfers

A/D Converter (1) 10-bit resolution × 10 channels, includes sample and hold function, with sweep 
mode

Comparator B 2 circuits
Flash Memory • Programming and erasure voltage: VCC = 2.7 to 5.5 V

• Programming and erasure endurance:10,000 times (data flash)
1,000 times (program ROM)
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1.5 Pin Functions
Tables 1.7 and 1.8 list Pin Functions.

I: Input O: Output I/O: Input and output
Notes:

1. Refer to the oscillator manufacturer for oscillation characteristics.
2. This pin is not available in the R8C/3MU Group.

Table 1.7 Pin Functions (1)
Item Pin Name I/O Type Description

Power supply input VCC, VSS — Apply 1.8 to 5.5 V to the VCC pin.
Apply 0 V to the VSS pin.

Analog power 
supply input

AVCC, AVSS (2) — Power supply for the A/D converter.
Connect a capacitor between AVCC and AVSS.

Reset input RESET I Input “L” on this pin resets the MCU.

MODE MODE I Connect this pin to VCC via a resistor.
XIN clock input XIN I These pins are provided for XIN clock generation circuit I/O. 

Connect a ceramic resonator or a crystal oscillator between 
the XIN and XOUT pins. (1)

To use an external clock, input it to the XOUT pin and leave 
the XIN pin open.

XIN clock output XOUT I/O

INT interrupt input INT0 to INT4 I INT interrupt input pins.
Key input interrupt KI0 to KI3 I Key input interrupt input pins.

Timer RA TRAIO I/O Timer RA I/O pin.
TRAO O Timer RA output pin.

Timer RB TRBO O Timer RB output pin.
Timer RC TRCCLK I External clock input pin.

TRCTRG I External trigger input pin.
TRCIOA, TRCIOB, 
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Table 4.2 SFR Information (2) (1)

X: Undefined
Notes:

1. The blank areas are reserved and cannot be accessed by users.
2. Selectable by the IICSEL bit in the SSUIICSR register.
3. This register is not available in the R8C/3MU Group.

Address Register Symbol After Reset
003Ah Voltage Monitor 2 Circuit Control Register VW2C 10000010b
003Bh
003Ch
003Dh
003Eh
003Fh
0040h
0041h Flash Memory Ready Interrupt Control Register FMRDYIC XXXXX000b
0042h
0043h
0044h
0045h
0046h INT4 Interrupt Control Register INT4IC XX00X000b
0047h Timer RC Interrupt Control Register TRCIC XXXXX000b
0048h
0049h USB RESUME Interrupt Control Register USBRSMIC XXXXX000b
004Ah
004Bh UART2 Transmit Interrupt Control Register S2TIC XXXXX000b
004Ch UART2 Receive Interrupt Control Register S2RIC XXXXX000b
004Dh Key Input Interrupt Control Register KUPIC XXXXX000b
004Eh A/D Conversion Interrupt Control Register (3) ADIC XXXXX000b
004Fh SSU Interrupt Control Register/IIC bus Interrupt Control Register (2) SSUIC/IICIC XXXXX000b
0050h
0051h UART0 Transmit Interrupt Control Register S0TIC XXXXX000b
0052h UART0 Receive Interrupt Control Register S0RIC XXXXX000b
0053h UART1 Transmit Interrupt Control Register S1TIC XXXXX000b
0054h UART1 Receive Interrupt Control Register S1RIC XXXXX000b
0055h INT2 Interrupt Control Register INT2IC XX00X000b
0056h Timer RA Interrupt Control Register TRAIC XXXXX000b
0057h
0058h Timer RB Interrupt Control Register TRBIC XXXXX000b
0059h INT1 Interrupt Control Register INT1IC XX00X000b
005Ah INT3 Interrupt Control Register INT3IC XX00X000b
005Bh
005Ch
005Dh INT0 Interrupt Control Register INT0IC XX00X000b
005Eh UART2 Bus Collision Detection Interrupt Control Register U2BCNIC XXXXX000b
005Fh
0060h
0061h
0062h
0063h
0064h
0065h
0066h
0067h
0068h
0069h
006Ah
006Bh USB INT Interrupt Control Register USBINTIC XXXXX000b
006Ch UART3 Transmit Interrupt Control Register S3RIC XXXXX000b
006Dh UART3 Receive Interrupt Control Register S3TIC XXXXX000b
006Eh
006Fh
0070h
0071h
0072h Voltage Monitor 1 Interrupt Control Register VCMP1IC XXXXX000b
0073h Voltage Monitor 2 Interrupt Control Register VCMP2IC XXXXX000b
0074h
0075h
0076h
0077h
0078h
0079h
007Ah
007Bh
007Ch
007Dh
007Eh
007Fh
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Figure 5.22 Ports P0, P1, P3, P4, P6, P7 and P8 Timing Measurement Circuit
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General Precautions in the Handling of MPU/MCU Products 

The following usage notes are applicable to all MPU/MCU products from Renesas. For detailed usage notes 
on the products covered by this manual, refer to the relevant sections of the manual. If the descriptions under 
General Precautions in the Handling of MPU/MCU Products and in the body of the manual differ from each 
other, the description in the body of the manual takes precedence. 

1. Handling of Unused Pins 
Handle unused pins in accord with the directions given under Handling of Unused Pins in the 
manual. 
 The input pins of CMOS products are generally in the high-impedance state. In operation 

with an unused pin in the open-circuit state, extra electromagnetic noise is induced in the 
vicinity of LSI, an associated shoot-through current flows internally, and malfunctions occur 
due to the false recognition of the pin state as an input signal become possible. Unused 
pins should be handled as described under Handling of Unused Pins in the manual. 

2. Processing at Power-on 
The state of the product is undefined at the moment when power is supplied. 
 The states of internal circuits in the LSI are indeterminate and the states of register 

settings and pins are undefined at the moment when power is supplied. 
In a finished product where the reset signal is applied to the external reset pin, the states 
of pins are not guaranteed from the moment when power is supplied until the reset 
process is completed. 
In a similar way, the states of pins in a product that is reset by an on-chip power-on reset 
function are not guaranteed from the moment when power is supplied until the power 
reaches the level at which resetting has been specified. 

3. Prohibition of Access to Reserved Addresses 
Access to reserved addresses is prohibited. 
 The reserved addresses are provided for the possible future expansion of functions. Do 

not access these addresses; the correct operation of LSI is not guaranteed if they are 
accessed. 

4. Clock Signals 
After applying a reset, only release the reset line after the operating clock signal has become 
stable. When switching the clock signal during program execution, wait until the target clock 
signal has stabilized. 
 When the clock signal is generated with an external resonator (or from an external 

oscillator) during a reset, ensure that the reset line is only released after full stabilization of 
the clock signal. Moreover, when switching to a clock signal produced with an external 
resonator (or by an external oscillator) while program execution is in progress, wait until 
the target clock signal is stable. 

5. Differences between Products 
Before changing from one product to another, i.e. to one with a different part number, confirm 
that the change will not lead to problems. 
 The characteristics of MPU/MCU in the same group but having different part numbers may 

differ because of the differences in internal memory capacity and layout pattern. When 
changing to products of different part numbers, implement a system-evaluation test for 
each of the products. 


