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Understanding Embedded - CPLDs (Complex
Programmable Logic Devices)

Embedded - CPLDs, or Complex Programmable Logic
Devices, are highly versatile digital logic devices used in
electronic systems. These programmable components are
designed to perform complex logical operations and can
be customized for specific applications. Unlike fixed-
function ICs, CPLDs offer the flexibility to reprogram their
configuration, making them an ideal choice for various
embedded systems. They consist of a set of logic gates and
programmable interconnects, allowing designers to
implement complex logic circuits without needing custom
hardware.

Applications of Embedded - CPLDs

The applications of Embedded - CPLDs span a wide range
of industries due to their flexibility and reprogrammability.
They are commonly used in telecommunications for signal
processing and in consumer electronics for managing
device interfaces. In industrial automation, CPLDs are
employed to control machinery and manage real-time
processes. They are also found in automotive systems,
enabling advanced features like driver assistance and
infotainment control. Additionally, CPLDs are crucial in
aerospace and defense applications, where they provide
the reliability and adaptability needed for mission-critical
systems.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
CPLDs

Within the category of Embedded - CPLDs, there are
several common subcategories based on functionality and
application requirements. General-purpose CPLDs are
widely used for a variety of logic functions. High-density
CPLDs are designed to handle more complex logic
operations and larger designs, offering greater flexibility.
Low-power CPLDs are optimized for applications where
energy efficiency is critical, such as portable devices and
battery-operated systems. There are also automotive-
grade CPLDs, which are specifically designed to meet the
stringent requirements of automotive electronics,
providing robustness and reliability in harsh environments.

Types of Embedded - CPLDs

Embedded - CPLDs can be categorized into different types
based on their architecture and capabilities. Some CPLDs
are based on EEPROM technology, allowing for easy
reprogramming and data retention without power. Flash-
based CPLDs offer faster programming times and are
suitable for applications requiring frequent updates. SRAM-
based CPLDs provide high-speed operation and are ideal
for performance-critical applications. Each type of CPLD
offers unique advantages, making it important to select the
right type based on the specific needs of the project.
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M12, M13 I/O3, I/O4, I/O5, I/O6

M14, M15 I/O4, I/O5, I/O6, I/O7

I/O Cell Available Macrocells

I/O0 M0, M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M6, M7

I/O1 M2, M3, M4, M5, M6, M7, M8, M9

I/O2 M4, M5, M6, M7, M8, M9, M10, M11

I/O3 M6, M7, M8, M9, M10, M11, M12, M13

I/O4 M8, M9, M10, M11, M12, M13, M14, M15

I/O5 M0, M1, M10, M11, M12, M13, M14, M15

I/O6 M0, M1, M2, M3, M12, M13, M14, M15

I/O7 M0, M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M14, M15

Table 11. Output Switch Matrix Combinations for M4A3-256/160 and M4A3-256/192

Macrocell Routable to I/O Cells

M0 I/O0  I/O1  I/O2  I/O3 I/O4 I/O5 I/O6 I/O7

M1 I/O0  I/O1  I/O2  I/O3 I/O4 I/O5 I/O6 I/O7

M2 I/O0  I/O1  I/O2  I/O3 I/O4 I/O5 I/O6 I/O7

M3 I/O0  I/O1  I/O2  I/O3 I/O4 I/O5 I/O6 I/O7

M4 I/O0  I/O1  I/O2  I/O3 I/O4 I/O5 I/O6 I/O7

M5 I/O0  I/O1  I/O2  I/O3 I/O4 I/O5 I/O6 I/O7

M6 I/O0  I/O1  I/O2  I/O3 I/O4 I/O5 I/O6 I/O7

M7 I/O0  I/O1  I/O2  I/O3 I/O4 I/O5 I/O6 I/O7

M8 I/O8  I/O9  I/O10  I/O11 I/O12 I/O13 I/O14 I/O15

M9 I/O8  I/O9  I/O10  I/O11 I/O12 I/O13 I/O14 I/O15

M10 I/O8  I/O9  I/O10  I/O11 I/O12 I/O13 I/O14 I/O15

M11 I/O8  I/O9  I/O10  I/O11 I/O12 I/O13 I/O14 I/O15

M12 I/O8  I/O9  I/O10  I/O11 I/O12 I/O13 I/O14 I/O15

M13 I/O8  I/O9  I/O10  I/O11 I/O12 I/O13 I/O14 I/O15

M14 I/O8  I/O9  I/O10  I/O11 I/O12 I/O13 I/O14 I/O15

M15 I/O8  I/O9  I/O10  I/O11 I/O12 I/O13 I/O14 I/O15

I/O Cell Available Macrocells

I/O0 M0  M1  M2  M3  M4 M5  M6 M7

I/O1 M0  M1  M2  M3  M4 M5  M6 M7

I/O2 M0  M1  M2  M3  M4 M5  M6 M7

I/O3 M0  M1  M2  M3  M4 M5  M6 M7

I/O4 M0  M1  M2  M3  M4 M5  M6 M7

I/O5 M0  M1  M2  M3  M4 M5  M6 M7

I/O6 M0  M1  M2  M3  M4 M5  M6 M7

I/O7 M0  M1  M2  M3  M4 M5  M6 M7

Table 10. Output Switch Matrix Combinations for ispMACH 4A Devices with 2:1 Macrocell-I/O Cell Ratio

Macrocell Routable to I/O Cells
ispMACH 4A Family 15



Input Switch Matrix

The input switch matrix (Figures 12 and 13) optimizes routing of  inputs to the central switch matrix. 
Without the input switch matrix, each input and feedback signal has only one way to enter the central switch 
matrix. The input switch matrix provides additional ways for these signals to enter the central switch matrix. 
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 Figure 12. ispMACH 4A with 2:1 Macrocell-I/O Cell 
Ratio - Input Switch Matrix

 Figure 13. ispMACH 4A with 1:1 Macrocell-I/O Cell 
Ratio - Input Switch Matrix
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 Figure 17. PAL Block for ispMACH 4A Devices with 1:1 Macrocell-I/O Cell Ratio (except M4A (3,5)-32/32)
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 Figure 18. PAL Block for M4A (3,5)-32/32
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-32/32
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A3-64/64
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-96/48
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-192/96
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-256/128
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A3-256/160, M4A3-256/192
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A3-384/160, M4A3-384/192
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ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM RATINGS

M4A5
Storage Temperature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -65°C to +150°C

Ambient Temperature 
with Power Applied. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -55°C to +100°C

Device Junction Temperature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +130°C

Supply Voltage 
with Respect to Ground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-0.5 V to +7.0 V

DC Input Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -0.5 V to VCC + 0.5 V

Static Discharge Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2000 V

Latchup Current (TA = -40°C to +85°C)  . . . . . . . . . . 200 mA

Stresses above those listed under Absolute Maximum Ratings may cause per-
manent device failure. Functionality at or above these limits is not implied. Expo-
sure to Absolute Maximum Ratings for extended periods may affect device
reliability.

OPERATING RANGES

Commercial (C) Devices
Ambient Temperature (TA)
Operating in Free Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0°C to +70°C

Supply Voltage (VCC) 
with Respect to Ground. . . . . . . . . . . . . . +4.75 V to +5.25 V

Industrial (I) Devices
Ambient Temperature (TA)
Operating in Free Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-40°C to +85°C

Supply Voltage (VCC) 
with Respect to Ground. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +4.50 V to +5.5 V

Operating ranges define those limits between which the functionality of  the device is
guaranteed.

 

Notes:
1. Total IOL  for one PAL block should not exceed 64 mA.

2. These are absolute values with respect to device ground, and all overshoots due to system or tester noise are included.

3. I/O pin leakage is the worst case of  IIL and IOZL (or IIH and IOZH).

4. Not more than one output should be shorted at a time and duration of  the short-circuit should not exceed one second.
VOUT = 0.5 V has been chosen to avoid test problems caused by tester ground degradation. 

5-V DC CHARACTERISTICS OVER OPERATING RANGES
 Parameter 

Symbol Parameter Description Test Conditions Min Typ Max Unit

VOH Output HIGH Voltage
IOH = –3.2 mA, VCC = Min, VIN = VIH or VIL 2.4 V

IOH = -100 µA, VCC = Max, VIN = VIH or VIL 3.3 3.6 V

VOL Output LOW Voltage IOL = 24 mA, VCC = Min, VIN = VIH or VIL (Note 1) 0.5 V

VIH Input HIGH Voltage
Guaranteed Input Logical HIGH Voltage for all Inputs 
(Note 2)

2.0 V

VIL Input LOW Voltage
Guaranteed Input Logical LOW Voltage for all Inputs 
(Note 2)

0.8 V

IIH Input HIGH Leakage Current VIN = 5.25 V, VCC = Max (Note 3)  10 μA

IIL Input LOW Leakage Current VIN = 0 V, VCC = Max (Note 3) –10 μA

IOZH Off-State Output Leakage Current HIGH VOUT = 5.25 V, VCC = Max, VIN = VIH or VIL (Note 3) 10 μA

IOZL Off-State Output Leakage Current LOW VOUT = 0 V, VCC = Max , VIN = VIH or VIL (Note 3) –10 μA

ISC Output Short-Circuit Current VOUT = 0.5 V, VCC = Max (Note 4) –30 –160 mA
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ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM RATINGS

M4A3
Storage Temperature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -65°C to +150°C

Ambient Temperature 
with Power Applied. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -55°C to +100°C

Device Junction Temperature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +130°C

Supply Voltage 
with Respect to Ground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-0.5 V to +4.5 V

DC Input Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -0.5 V to 6.0 V

Static Discharge Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2000 V

Latchup Current (TA = -40°C to +85°C)  . . . . . . . . . . 200 mA

Stresses above those listed under Absolute Maximum Ratings may cause per-
manent device failure. Functionality at or above these limits is not implied. Expo-
sure to Absolute Maximum Ratings for extended periods may affect device
reliability.

OPERATING RANGES

Commercial (C) Devices
Ambient Temperature (TA)
Operating in Free Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0°C to +70°C

Supply Voltage (VCC) 
with Respect to Ground. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +3.0 V to +3.6 V

Industrial (I) Devices
Ambient Temperature (TA)
Operating in Free Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-40°C to +85°C

Supply Voltage (VCC) 
with Respect to Ground. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +3.0 V to +3.6 V

Operating ranges define those limits between which the functionality of  the device is
guaranteed.

Notes:
1. Total IOL  for one PAL block should not exceed 64 mA.

2. I/O pin leakage is the worst case of  IIL and IOZL (or IIH and IOZH).

3. Not more than one output should be shorted at a time and duration of  the short-circuit should not exceed one second.

Notes:
1. See “MACH Switching Test Circuit” document on the Literature Download page of  the Lattice web site.

2. This parameter does not apply to flip-flops in the emulated mode since the feedback path is required for emulation.

3.3-V DC CHARACTERISTICS OVER OPERATING RANGES
 Parameter 

Symbol Parameter Description Test Conditions Min Typ Max Unit

VOH Output HIGH Voltage
VCC = Min
 VIN = VIH or VIL

IOH = –100 μA VCC – 0.2 V

IOH = –3.2 mA 2.4 V

VOL Output LOW Voltage
VCC = Min
 VIN = VIH or VIL 
(Note 1)

IOL = 100 μA 0.2 V

IOL = 24 mA 0.5 V

VIH Input HIGH Voltage
Guaranteed Input Logical HIGH Voltage for all 
Inputs

2.0 5.5 V

VIL Input LOW Voltage
Guaranteed Input Logical LOW Voltage for all 
Inputs

–0.3 0.8 V

IIH Input HIGH Leakage Current VIN = 3.6 V, VCC = Max (Note 2) 5 μA

IIL Input LOW Leakage Current VIN = 0 V, VCC = Max (Note 2) –5 μA

IOZH Off-State Output Leakage Current HIGH
VOUT = 3.6 V, VCC = Max 
VIN = VIH or VIL (Note 2)

5 μA

IOZL Off-State Output Leakage Current LOW
VOUT = 0 V, VCC = Max 
VIN = VIH or VIL (Note 2)

–5 μA

ISC Output Short-Circuit Current VOUT = 0.5 V, VCC = Max (Note 3) –15 –160 mA
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ICC vs. FREQUENCY

These curves represent the typical power consumption for a particular device at system frequency. The 
selected “typical” pattern is a 16-bit up-down counter. This pattern fills the device and exercises every 
macrocell. Maximum frequency shown uses internal feedback and a D-type register. Power/Speed are 
optimized to obtain the highest counter frequency and the lowest power. The highest frequency (LSBs) is 
placed in common PAL blocks, which are set to high power. The lowest frequency signals (MSBs) are placed 
in a common PAL block and set to lowest power.
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 Figure 19. ispMACH 4A ICC Curves at High Speed Mode
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48-PIN TQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-32/32 AND M4A(3,5)-64/32)

Top View
48-Pin TQFP (1.4mm Thickness)

PIN DESIGNATIONS
CLK/I = Clock or Input

GND = Ground

I/O = Input/Output

VCC = Supply Voltage

NC = No Connect

TDI = Test Data In

TCK = Test Clock

TMS = Test Mode Select

TDO = Test Data Out
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100-PIN PQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-128/64)

Top View
100-Pin PQFP

PIN DESIGNATIONS
I/CLK = Input or Clock

GND = Ground

I = Input

I/O = Input/Output

VCC = Supply Voltage

TDI = Test Data In

TCK = Test Clock

TMS = Test Mode Select

TDO = Test Data Out

TRST = Test Reset

ENABLE = Program
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100-PIN TQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-64/64 AND M4A(3,5)-128/64)

Top View
100-Pin TQFP

PIN DESIGNATIONS
CLK/I = Clock or Input

GND = Ground

I = Input

I/O = Input/Output

VCC = Supply Voltage

TDI = Test Data In

TCK = Test Clock

TMS = Test Mode Select

TDO = Test Data Out

TRST = Test Reset

ENABLE = Program
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144-BALL FPBGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-192/96)

Bottom View
144-Ball fpBGA
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208-PIN PQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-256/128 AND
M4A3-256/160)

Top View
208-Pin PQFP
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208-PIN PQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-384/160 AND M4A3-512/160)
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