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Understanding Embedded - CPLDs (Complex
Programmable Logic Devices)

Embedded - CPLDs, or Complex Programmable Logic
Devices, are highly versatile digital logic devices used in
electronic systems. These programmable components are
designed to perform complex logical operations and can
be customized for specific applications. Unlike fixed-
function ICs, CPLDs offer the flexibility to reprogram their
configuration, making them an ideal choice for various
embedded systems. They consist of a set of logic gates and
programmable interconnects, allowing designers to
implement complex logic circuits without needing custom
hardware.

Applications of Embedded - CPLDs

The applications of Embedded - CPLDs span a wide range
of industries due to their flexibility and reprogrammability.
They are commonly used in telecommunications for signal
processing and in consumer electronics for managing
device interfaces. In industrial automation, CPLDs are
employed to control machinery and manage real-time
processes. They are also found in automotive systems,
enabling advanced features like driver assistance and
infotainment control. Additionally, CPLDs are crucial in
aerospace and defense applications, where they provide
the reliability and adaptability needed for mission-critical
systems.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
CPLDs

Within the category of Embedded - CPLDs, there are
several common subcategories based on functionality and
application requirements. General-purpose CPLDs are
widely used for a variety of logic functions. High-density
CPLDs are designed to handle more complex logic
operations and larger designs, offering greater flexibility.
Low-power CPLDs are optimized for applications where
energy efficiency is critical, such as portable devices and
battery-operated systems. There are also automotive-
grade CPLDs, which are specifically designed to meet the
stringent requirements of automotive electronics,
providing robustness and reliability in harsh environments.

Types of Embedded - CPLDs

Embedded - CPLDs can be categorized into different types
based on their architecture and capabilities. Some CPLDs
are based on EEPROM technology, allowing for easy
reprogramming and data retention without power. Flash-
based CPLDs offer faster programming times and are
suitable for applications requiring frequent updates. SRAM-
based CPLDs provide high-speed operation and are ideal
for performance-critical applications. Each type of CPLD
offers unique advantages, making it important to select the
right type based on the specific needs of the project.
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Table 1. ispMACH 4A Device Features

3.3 V Devices

Feature M4A3-32 M4A3-64 M4A3-96 M4A3-128 M4A3-192 M4A3-256 M4A3-384 M4A3-512

Macrocells 32 64 96 128 192 256 384 512

User I/O options 32 32/64 48 64 96 128/160/192 160/192 160/192/256

tPD (ns) 5.0 5.5 5.5 5.5 6.0 5.5 6.5 7.5

fCNT (MHz) 182 167 167 167 160 167 154 125

tCOS (ns) 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.5 4.0 4.5 5.5

tSS (ns) 3.0 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 5.0

Static Power (mA) 20 25/52 40 55 85 110/150 149/155 179

JTAG Compliant Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

PCI Compliant Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

5 V Devices

Feature M4A5-32 M4A5-64 M4A5-96 M4A5-128 M4A5-192 M4A5-256

Macrocells 32 64 96 128 192 256

User I/O options 32 32 48 64 96 128

tPD (ns) 5.0 5.5 5.5 5.5 6.0 6.5

fCNT (MHz) 182 167 167 167 160 154

tCOS (ns) 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.5 5.0

tSS (ns) 3.0 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5

Static Power (mA) 20 25 40 55 74 110

JTAG Compliant Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

PCI Compliant Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The ispMACH™ 4A family from Lattice offers an exceptionally flexible architecture and delivers a superior 
Complex Programmable Logic Device (CPLD) solution of  easy-to-use silicon products and software tools. 
The overall benefits for users are a guaranteed and predictable CPLD solution, faster time-to-market, 
greater flexibility and lower cost. The ispMACH 4A devices offer densities ranging from 32 to 512 
macrocells with 100% utilization and 100% pin-out retention. The ispMACH 4A families offer 5-V (M4A5-
xxx) and 3.3-V (M4A3-xxx) operation.

ispMACH 4A products are 5-V or 3.3-V in-system programmable through the JTAG (IEEE Std. 1149.1) 
interface. JTAG boundary scan testing also allows product testability on automated test equipment for 
device connectivity.

All ispMACH 4A family members deliver First-Time-Fit and easy system integration with pin-out retention 
after any design change and refit. For both 3.3-V and 5-V operation, ispMACH 4A products can deliver 
guaranteed fixed timing as fast as 5.0 ns tPD and 182 MHz fCNT through the SpeedLocking feature when 
using up to 20 product terms per output (Table 2).

Note: 

1. C = Commercial,     I =  Industrial 

Table 2. ispMACH 4A Speed Grades

Device

Speed Grade

-5 -55 -6 -65 -7 -10 -12 -14

M4A3-32

M4A5-32
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-64/32

M4A5-64/32
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-64/64 C C, I C, I I

M4A3-96

M4A5-96
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-128

M4A5-128
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-192

M4A5-192
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-256/128 C C C, I C, I I

M4A5-256/128 C C C, I I

M4A3-256/192

M4A3-256/160
C C, I I

M4A3-384 C C, I C, I I

M4A3-512 C C, I C, I I
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Table 4. Architectural Summary of ispMACH 4A devices

The Macrocell-I/O cell ratio is defined as the number of  macrocells versus the number of  I/O cells 
internally in a PAL block (Table 4). 

The central switch matrix takes all dedicated inputs and signals from the input switch matrices and routes 
them as needed to the PAL blocks. Feedback signals that return to the same PAL block still must go through 
the central switch matrix. This mechanism ensures that PAL blocks in ispMACH 4A devices communicate 
with each other with consistent, predictable delays. 

The central switch matrix makes a ispMACH 4A device more advanced than simply several PAL devices on 
a single chip. It allows the designer to think of  the device not as a collection of  blocks, but as a single 
programmable device; the software partitions the design into PAL blocks through the central switch matrix 
so that the designer does not have to be concerned with the internal architecture of  the device.

Each PAL block consists of:

◆ Product-term array
◆ Logic allocator
◆ Macrocells
◆ Output switch matrix
◆ I/O cells
◆ Input switch matrix
◆ Clock generator
Notes:
1. M4A3-64/64 internal switch matrix functionality embedded in central switch matrix.

 ispMACH 4A Devices

M4A3-64/32, M4A5-64/32

M4A3-96/48, M4A5-96/48

M4A3-128/64, M4A5-128/64

M4A3-192/96, M4A5-192/96

M4A3-256/128, M4A5-256/128

M4A3-384

M4A3-512

M4A3-32/32

M4A5-32/32

M4A3-64/64

M4A3-256/160

M4A3-256/192

Macrocell-I/O Cell Ratio 2:1 1:1

Input Switch Matrix Yes Yes1

Input Registers Yes No

Central Switch Matrix Yes Yes

Output Switch Matrix Yes Yes
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The flip-flop can be configured as a D-type or T-type latch. J-K or S-R registers can be synthesized. The 
primary flip-flop configurations are shown in Figure 6, although others are possible. Flip-flop functionality 
is defined in Table 8. Note that a J-K latch is inadvisable as it will cause oscillation if  both J and K inputs 
are HIGH.

D Q
AP AR

D Q
AP AR

L Q
AP AR

L Q
AP AR

GG

T Q
AP AR

17466G-011

 Figure 6. Primary Macrocell Configurations

g. Combinatorial with programmable polarity

a. D-type with XOR b. D-type with programmable D polarity

c. Latch with XOR d. Latch with programmable D polarity

e. T-type with programmable T polarity

f. Combinatorial with XOR
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A reset/preset swapping feature in each macrocell allows for reset and preset to be exchanged, providing 
flexibility. In asynchronous mode (Figure 8), a single individual product term is provided for initialization. 
It can be selected to control reset or preset. 

Note that the reset/preset swapping selection feature effects power-up reset as well. The initialization 
functionality of  the flip-flops is illustrated in Table 9. The macrocell sends its data to the output switch 
matrix and the input switch matrix. The output switch matrix can route this data to an output if  so desired. 
The input switch matrix can send the signal back to the central switch matrix as feedback.

Note:
1. Transparent latch is unaffected by AR, AP

Table 9. Asynchronous Reset/Preset Operation

AR AP CLK/LE1 Q+

0 0 X See Table 8

0 1 X 1

1 0 X 0

1 1 X 0

Power-Up
Reset

AP
D/L/T

AR
Q

Individual
Reset

Product Term

a. Reset

Power-Up
Preset

AP
D/L/T

AR
Q

Individual
Preset

Product Term

b. Preset

17466G-014 17466G-015

 Figure 8.  Asynchronous Mode Initialization Configurations
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I/O Cell

The I/O cell (Figures 10 and 11) simply consists of  a programmable output enable, a feedback path, and 
flip-flop (except ispMACH 4A devices with 1:1 macrocell-I/O cell ratio). An individual output enable 
product term is provided for each I/O cell. The feedback signal drives the input switch matrix.

The I/O cell (Figure 10) contains a flip-flop, which provides the capability for storing the input in a D-type 
register or latch. The clock can be any of  the PAL block clocks. Both the direct and registered versions of  
the input are sent to the input switch matrix. This allows for such functions as “time-domain-multiplexed” 
data comparison, where the first data value is stored, and then the second data value is put on the I/O pin 
and compared with the previous stored value. 

Note that the flip-flop used in the ispMACH 4A I/O cell is independent of  the flip-flops in the macrocells. 
It powers up to a logic low.

Zero-Hold-Time Input Register

The ispMACH 4A devices have a zero-hold-time (ZHT) fuse which controls the time delay associated with 
loading data into all I/O cell registers and latches. When programmed, the ZHT fuse increases the data path 
setup delays to input storage elements, matching equivalent delays in the clock path. When the fuse is erased, 
the setup time to the input storage element is minimized. This feature facilitates doing worst-case designs 
for which data is loaded from sources which have low (or zero) minimum output propagation delays from 
clock edges.

D/L Q

Block CLK3
Block CLK2
Block CLK1
Block CLK0

To Input
Switch
Matrix

Individual
Output Enable
Product Term

 From Output
Switch Matrix

17466G-017 17466G-018

 Figure 10. I/O Cell for ispMACH 4A Devices with 2:1 
Macrocell-I/O Cell Ratio

 Figure 11. I/O Cell for ispMACH 4A Devices with 1:1 
Macrocell-I/O Cell Ratio

To Input
Switch
Matrix

Individual
Output Enable
Product Term

 From Output
Switch Matrix

Power-up reset
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Input Switch Matrix

The input switch matrix (Figures 12 and 13) optimizes routing of  inputs to the central switch matrix. 
Without the input switch matrix, each input and feedback signal has only one way to enter the central switch 
matrix. The input switch matrix provides additional ways for these signals to enter the central switch matrix. 
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 Figure 12. ispMACH 4A with 2:1 Macrocell-I/O Cell 
Ratio - Input Switch Matrix

 Figure 13. ispMACH 4A with 1:1 Macrocell-I/O Cell 
Ratio - Input Switch Matrix
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PAL Block Clock Generation

Each ispMACH 4A device has four clock pins that can also be used as inputs. These pins drive a clock 
generator in each PAL block (Figure 14). The clock generator provides four clock signals that can be used 
anywhere in the PAL block. These four PAL block clock signals can consist of  a large number of  
combinations of  the true and complement edges of  the global clock signals. Table 14 lists the possible 
combinations.

1. M4A(3,5)-32/32 and M4A(3,5)-64/32 have only two clock pins, GCLK0 and GCLK1. GCLK2 is tied to GCLK0, and GCLK3 is tied to GCLK1.

Note:
1. Values in parentheses are for the M4A(3,5)-32/32 and M4A(3,5)-64/32.

This feature provides high flexibility for partitioning state machines and dual-phase clocks. It also allows 
latches to be driven with either polarity of  latch enable, and in a master-slave configuration.

Table 14. PAL Block Clock Combinations1

 Block CLK0     Block CLK1     Block CLK2    Block CLK3

GCLK0

GCLK1

GCLK0

GCLK1

X

X

X

X

GCLK1

GCLK1

GCLK0

GCLK0

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

GCLK2 (GCLK0)

GCLK3 (GCLK1)

GCLK2 (GCLK0)

GCLK3 (GCLK1)

X

X

X

X

GCLK3 (GCLK1)

GCLK3 (GCLK1)

GCLK2 (GCLK0)

GCLK2 (GCLK0)

GCLK0

GCLK1

GCLK2

GCLK3

Block CLK0
(GCLK0 or GCLK1)

Block CLK1
(GCLK1 or GCLK0)

Block CLK2
(GCLK2 or GCLK3)

Block CLK3
(GCLK3 or GCLK2)

17466G-004

 Figure 14. PAL Block Clock Generator 1
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-32/32
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-64/32
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-128/64
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-192/96
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ICC vs. FREQUENCY

These curves represent the typical power consumption for a particular device at system frequency. The 
selected “typical” pattern is a 16-bit up-down counter. This pattern fills the device and exercises every 
macrocell. Maximum frequency shown uses internal feedback and a D-type register. Power/Speed are 
optimized to obtain the highest counter frequency and the lowest power. The highest frequency (LSBs) is 
placed in common PAL blocks, which are set to high power. The lowest frequency signals (MSBs) are placed 
in a common PAL block and set to lowest power.
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48-PIN TQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-32/32 AND M4A(3,5)-64/32)

Top View
48-Pin TQFP (1.4mm Thickness)

PIN DESIGNATIONS
CLK/I = Clock or Input

GND = Ground

I/O = Input/Output

VCC = Supply Voltage

NC = No Connect

TDI = Test Data In

TCK = Test Clock

TMS = Test Mode Select

TDO = Test Data Out
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100-PIN TQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-96/48)

Top View
100-Pin TQFP

PIN DESIGNATIONS
CLK/I = Clock or Input

GND = Ground

I = Input

I/O = Input/Output

VCC = Supply Voltage

NC = No Connect

TDI = Test Data In

TCK = Test Clock

TMS = Test Mode Select

TDO = Test Data Out
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100-BALL caBGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-128/64)

Bottom View
100-Ball caBGA
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144-BALL FPBGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-192/96)

Bottom View
144-Ball fpBGA
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256-BALL BGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-256/128)

Bottom View
256-Ball BGA
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256-BALL fpBGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-384/192)

Bottom View
256-Ball fpBGA
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256-BALL fpBGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-512/192)

Bottom View
256-Ball fpBGA
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