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Understanding Embedded - CPLDs (Complex
Programmable Logic Devices)

Embedded - CPLDs, or Complex Programmable Logic
Devices, are highly versatile digital logic devices used in
electronic systems. These programmable components are
designed to perform complex logical operations and can
be customized for specific applications. Unlike fixed-
function ICs, CPLDs offer the flexibility to reprogram their
configuration, making them an ideal choice for various
embedded systems. They consist of a set of logic gates and
programmable interconnects, allowing designers to
implement complex logic circuits without needing custom
hardware.

Applications of Embedded - CPLDs

The applications of Embedded - CPLDs span a wide range
of industries due to their flexibility and reprogrammability.
They are commonly used in telecommunications for signal
processing and in consumer electronics for managing
device interfaces. In industrial automation, CPLDs are
employed to control machinery and manage real-time
processes. They are also found in automotive systems,
enabling advanced features like driver assistance and
infotainment control. Additionally, CPLDs are crucial in
aerospace and defense applications, where they provide
the reliability and adaptability needed for mission-critical
systems.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
CPLDs

Within the category of Embedded - CPLDs, there are
several common subcategories based on functionality and
application requirements. General-purpose CPLDs are
widely used for a variety of logic functions. High-density
CPLDs are designed to handle more complex logic
operations and larger designs, offering greater flexibility.
Low-power CPLDs are optimized for applications where
energy efficiency is critical, such as portable devices and
battery-operated systems. There are also automotive-
grade CPLDs, which are specifically designed to meet the
stringent requirements of automotive electronics,
providing robustness and reliability in harsh environments.

Types of Embedded - CPLDs

Embedded - CPLDs can be categorized into different types
based on their architecture and capabilities. Some CPLDs
are based on EEPROM technology, allowing for easy
reprogramming and data retention without power. Flash-
based CPLDs offer faster programming times and are
suitable for applications requiring frequent updates. SRAM-
based CPLDs provide high-speed operation and are ideal
for performance-critical applications. Each type of CPLD
offers unique advantages, making it important to select the
right type based on the specific needs of the project.
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The ispMACH™ 4A family from Lattice offers an exceptionally flexible architecture and delivers a superior 
Complex Programmable Logic Device (CPLD) solution of  easy-to-use silicon products and software tools. 
The overall benefits for users are a guaranteed and predictable CPLD solution, faster time-to-market, 
greater flexibility and lower cost. The ispMACH 4A devices offer densities ranging from 32 to 512 
macrocells with 100% utilization and 100% pin-out retention. The ispMACH 4A families offer 5-V (M4A5-
xxx) and 3.3-V (M4A3-xxx) operation.

ispMACH 4A products are 5-V or 3.3-V in-system programmable through the JTAG (IEEE Std. 1149.1) 
interface. JTAG boundary scan testing also allows product testability on automated test equipment for 
device connectivity.

All ispMACH 4A family members deliver First-Time-Fit and easy system integration with pin-out retention 
after any design change and refit. For both 3.3-V and 5-V operation, ispMACH 4A products can deliver 
guaranteed fixed timing as fast as 5.0 ns tPD and 182 MHz fCNT through the SpeedLocking feature when 
using up to 20 product terms per output (Table 2).

Note: 

1. C = Commercial,     I =  Industrial 

Table 2. ispMACH 4A Speed Grades

Device

Speed Grade

-5 -55 -6 -65 -7 -10 -12 -14

M4A3-32

M4A5-32
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-64/32

M4A5-64/32
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-64/64 C C, I C, I I

M4A3-96

M4A5-96
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-128

M4A5-128
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-192

M4A5-192
C C, I C, I I

M4A3-256/128 C C C, I C, I I

M4A5-256/128 C C C, I I

M4A3-256/192

M4A3-256/160
C C, I I

M4A3-384 C C, I C, I I

M4A3-512 C C, I C, I I
ispMACH 4A Family 3



        
Product-Term Array

The product-term array consists of  a number of  product terms that form the basis of  the logic being 
implemented. The inputs to the AND gates come from the central switch matrix (Table 5), and are provided 
in both true and complement forms for efficient logic implementation. 

Logic Allocator

Within the logic allocator, product terms are allocated to macrocells in “product term clusters.” The 
availability and distribution of  product term clusters are automatically considered by the software as it fits 
functions within a PAL block. The size of  a product term cluster has been optimized to provide high 
utilization of  product terms, making complex functions using many product terms possible. Yet when few 
product terms are used, there will be a minimal number of  unused—or wasted—product terms left over. 
The product term clusters available to each macrocell within a PAL block are shown in Tables 6 and 7.

Each product term cluster is associated with a macrocell. The size of  a cluster depends on the configuration 
of  the associated macrocell. When the macrocell is used in synchronous mode
(Figure 2a), the basic cluster has 4 product terms. When the associated macrocell is used in asynchronous 
mode (Figure 2b), the cluster has 2 product terms. Note that if  the product term cluster is routed to a 
different macrocell, the allocator configuration is not determined by the mode of  the macrocell actually 
being driven. The configuration is always set by the mode of  the macrocell that the cluster will drive if  not 
routed away, regardless of  the actual routing.

In addition, there is an extra product term that can either join the basic cluster to give an extended cluster, 
or drive the second input of  an exclusive-OR gate in the signal path. If  included with the basic cluster, this 
provides for up to 20 product terms on a synchronous function that uses four extended 5-product-term 
clusters. A similar asynchronous function can have up to 18 product terms.

When the extra product term is used to extend the cluster, the value of  the second XOR input can be 
programmed as a 0 or a 1, giving polarity control. The possible configurations of  the logic allocator are 
shown in Figures 3 and 4. 

Table 5. PAL Block Inputs

 Device Number of Inputs to PAL Block

M4A3-32/32 and M4A5-32/32

M4A3-64/32 and M4A5-64/32

M4A3-64/64

M4A3-96/48 and M4A5-96/48

M4A3-128/64 and M4A5-128/64

33

33

33

33

33

M4A3-192/96 and M4A5-192/96

M4A3-256/128 and M4A5-256/128

34

34

M4A3-256/160 and M4A3-256/192

M4A3-384

M4A3-512

36

36

36
ispMACH 4A Family 7



  

Note that the configuration of  the logic allocator has absolutely no impact on the speed of  the signal. All 
configurations have the same delay. This means that designers do not have to decide between optimizing 
resources or speed; both can be optimized.

If  not used in the cluster, the extra product term can act in conjunction with the basic cluster to provide 
XOR logic for such functions as data comparison, or it can work with the D-,T-type flip-flop to provide 
for J-K, and S-R register operation. In addition, if  the basic cluster is routed to another macrocell, the extra 
product term is still available for logic. In this case, the first XOR input will be a logic 0. This circuit has the 
flexibility to route product terms elsewhere without giving up the use of  the macrocell.

Product term clusters do not “wrap” around a PAL block. This means that the macrocells at the ends of  
the block have fewer product terms available. 

0

17466G-007

 Figure 3. Logic Allocator Configurations: Synchronous Mode

a. Basic cluster with XOR b. Extended cluster, active high c. Extended cluster, active low

d. Basic cluster routed away;
single-product-term, active high

e. Extended cluster routed away

0

17466G-008

 Figure 4. Logic Allocator Configurations: Asynchronous Mode

b. Extended cluster, active high c. Extended cluster, active low

e. Extended cluster routed awayd. Basic cluster routed away;
single-product-term, active high

a. Basic cluster with XOR
ispMACH 4A Family 9



 Figure 17. PAL Block for ispMACH 4A Devices with 1:1 Macrocell-I/O Cell Ratio (except M4A (3,5)-32/32)
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17466H-042

MACROCELLM0
C0

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

M6

M7

M8

M9

M10

M11

M12

M13

M14

M15

17

97

M0

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

M6

M7

M8

M9

M10

M11

M12

M13

M14

O0

O2

O4

O6

O8

O10

O12

O14

M15

I/O
CELL

I/O0

CLOCK
GENERATOR

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

C
E

N
T

R
A

L 
S

W
IT

C
H

 M
AT

R
IX

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

MACROCELL

O1
I/O

CELL

I/O1

32

16

0
2

16

16

C1

C2 I/O
CELL

I/O2

O3
I/O

CELL

I/O3

O5
I/O

CELL

I/O5

O7
I/O

CELL

I/O7

C3

C4
I/O

CELL

I/O4

C5

C6
I/O

CELL

I/O6

C7

C8
I/O

CELL

I/O8

O9
I/O

CELL

I/O9

O11
I/O

CELL

I/O11

C9

C10 I/O
CELL

I/O10

C11

C12
I/O

CELL

I/O12

O13
I/O

CELL

I/O13

O15
I/O

CELL

I/O15

C13

C14 I/O
CELL

INPUT
SWITCH
MATRIX

I/O14

C15

LO
G

IC
 A

LL
O

C
AT

O
R

O
U

T
P

U
T

 S
W

IT
C

H
 M

AT
R

IX
O

U
T

P
U

T
 S

W
IT

C
H

 M
AT

R
IX

CLK0/I0 CLK0/I1

 Figure 18. PAL Block for M4A (3,5)-32/32
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-32/32
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A(3,5)-96/48
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BLOCK DIAGRAM – M4A3-384/160, M4A3-384/192
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BLOCK DIAGRAM - M4A3-512/160, M4A3-512/192, M4A3-512/256
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ispMACH 4A TIMING PARAMETERS OVER OPERATING RANGES1  
-5 -55 -6 -65 -7 -10 -12 -14

UnitMin Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max

Combinatorial Delay:

tPDi
Internal combinatorial propagation 
delay

3.5 4.0 4.3 4.5 5.0 7.0 9.0 11.0 ns

tPD Combinatorial propagation delay 5.0 5.5 6.0 6.5 7.5 10.0 12.0 14.0 ns

Registered Delays:

tSS
Synchronous clock setup time, D-type 
register

3.0 3.5 3.5 3.5 5.0 5.5 7.0 10.0 ns

tSST
Synchronous clock setup time, T-type 
register

4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 6.0 6.5 8.0 11.0 ns

tSA
Asynchronous clock setup time, D-type 
register

2.5 2.5 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 5.0 8.0 ns

tSAT
Asynchronous clock setup time, T-type 
register

3.0 3.0 3.0 3.5 4.5 5.0 6.0 9.0 ns

tHS Synchronous clock hold time 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ns

tHA Asynchronous clock hold time 2.5 2.5 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 5.0 8.0 ns

tCOSi Synchronous clock to internal output  2.5  2.5  2.8 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.5 3.5 ns

tCOS Synchronous clock to output 4.0 4.0 4.5 5.0 5.5 6.0 6.5 6.5 ns

tCOAi Asynchronous clock to internal output 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 6.0 8.0 10.0 12.0 ns

tCOA Asynchronous clock to output 6.5 6.5 6.8 7.0 8.5 11.0 13.0 15.0 ns

Latched Delays:

tSSL Synchronous latch setup time 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.5 6.0 7.0 8.0 10.0 ns

tSAL Asynchronous latch setup time 3.0 3.0 3.5 3.5 4.0 4.0 5.0 8.0 ns

tHSL Synchronous latch hold time 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ns

tHAL Asynchronous latch hold time 3.0 3.0 3.5 3.5 4.0 4.0 5.0 8.0 ns

tPDLi Transparent latch to internal output 5.5 5.5 5.8 6.0 7.5 9.0 11.0 12.0 ns

tPDL
Propagation delay through transparent 
latch to output

7.0 7.0 7.5 8.0 10.0 12.0 14.0 15.0 ns

tGOSi Synchronous gate to internal output 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.5 4.5 7.0 8.0 ns

tGOS Synchronous gate to output 4.5 4.5 4.8 5.0 6.0 7.5 10.0 11.0 ns

tGOAi Asynchronous gate to internal output 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 8.5 10.0 13.0 15.0 ns

tGOA Asynchronous gate to output 7.5 7.5 7.8 8.0 11.0 13.0 16.0 18.0 ns

Input Register Delays:

tSIRS Input register setup time 1.5 1.5 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 ns

tHIRS Input register hold time 2.5 2.5 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 ns

tICOSi Input register clock to internal feedback 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.5 4.5 6.0 6.0 ns

Input Latch Delays:

tSIL Input latch setup time 1.5 1.5 1.5 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 ns

tHIL Input latch hold time 2.5 2.5 2.5 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 ns

tIGOSi Input latch gate to internal feedback 3.5 3.5 3.8 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 ns

tPDILi
Transparent input latch to internal 
feedback

1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 ns
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Notes:
1. See “Switching Test Circuit” document on the Literature Download page of  the Lattice web site.

2. This parameter does not apply to flip-flops in the emulated mode since the feedback path is required for emulation.

CAPACITANCE 1

Note:
1. These parameters are not 100% tested, but are calculated at initial characterization and at any time the design is modified where this parameter may be affected.

Frequency:

fMAXS

External feedback, D-type, Min of 
1/(tWLS + tWHS) or 1/(tSS + tCOS)

143 133 125 118 95.2 87.0 74.1 60.6 MHz

External feedback, T-type, Min of  1/(tWLS 
+ tWHS) or  1/(tSST + tCOS)

125 125 118 111 87.0 80.0 69.0 57.1 MHz

Internal feedback (fCNT), D-type, Min of 
1/(tWLS + tWHS) or 1/(tSS + tCOSi)

182 167 160 154 125 118 95.0 74.1 MHz

Internal feedback (fCNT), T-type, Min of  
1/(tWLS + tWHS) or  1/(tSST + tCOSi)

154 154 148 143 111 105 87.0 69.0 MHz

No feedback2, Min of 1/(tWLS + tWHS), 
1/(tSS + tHS) or 1/(tSST + tHS)

250 250 200 200 154 125 100 83.3 MHz

fMAXA

External feedback, D-type, Min of 1/
(tWLA + tWHA) or 1/(tSA + tCOA)

111 111 108 100 83.3 66.7 55.6 43.5 MHz

External feedback, T-type, Min of 1/(tWLA 
+ tWHA) or  1/(tSAT + tCOA)

105 105 102 95.2 76.9 62.5 52.6 41.7 MHz

Internal feedback (fCNTA), D-type, Min of 
1/(tWLA + tWHA) or 1/(tSA + tCOAi)

133 133 125 125 105 83.3 66.7 50.0 MHz

Internal feedback (fCNTA), T-type, Min of  
1/(tWLA + tWHA) or  1/(tSAT + tCOAi)

125 125 125 118 95.2 76.9 62.5 47.6 MHz

No feedback2, Min of 1/(tWLA + tWHA), 
1/(tSA + tHA) or 1/(tSAT + tHA)

167 167 143 143 125 100 62.5 55.6 MHz

fMAXI
Maximum input register frequency, Min 
of  1/(tWIRH + tWIRL) or 1/(tSIRS + tHIRS)

167 167 143 143 125 100 83.3 83.3 MHz

Parameter Symbol Parameter Description Test Conditions Typ Unit

CIN Input capacitance VIN=2.0 V 3.3 V or 5 V, 25°C, 1 MHz 6 pF

CI/O Output capacitance VOUT=2.0V 3.3 V or 5 V, 25°C, 1 MHz 8 pF

ispMACH 4A TIMING PARAMETERS OVER OPERATING RANGES1  
-5 -55 -6 -65 -7 -10 -12 -14

UnitMin Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max
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44-PIN TQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-32/32 AND M4A(3,5)-64/32)

Top View 
44-Pin TQFP (1.0mm Thickness)

PIN DESIGNATIONS
CLK/I = Clock or Input

GND = Ground

I/O = Input/Output

VCC = Supply Voltage

TDI = Test Data In

TCK = Test Clock

TMS = Test Mode Select

TDO = Test Data Out
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100-PIN PQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-128/64)

Top View
100-Pin PQFP

PIN DESIGNATIONS
I/CLK = Input or Clock

GND = Ground

I = Input

I/O = Input/Output

VCC = Supply Voltage

TDI = Test Data In

TCK = Test Clock

TMS = Test Mode Select

TDO = Test Data Out

TRST = Test Reset

ENABLE = Program
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100-BALL caBGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-128/64)

Bottom View
100-Ball caBGA
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144-PIN TQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-192/96)

Top View
144-Pin TQFP

PIN DESIGNATIONS
CLK = Clock

GND = Ground

I = Input

I/O = Input/Output

VCC = Supply Voltage

TDI = Test Data In

TCK = Test Clock

TMS = Test Mode Select

TDO = Test Data Out
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208-PIN PQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A(3,5)-256/128 AND
M4A3-256/160)

Top View
208-Pin PQFP
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208-PIN PQFP CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-384/160 AND M4A3-512/160)

Top View
208-Pin PQFP
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256-BALL fpBGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-384/192)

Bottom View
256-Ball fpBGA
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388-BALL fpBGA CONNECTION DIAGRAM (M4A3-512/256)

Bottom View
388-Ball fpBGA
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Most ispMACH devices are dual-marked with both Commercial and Industrial grades. The Industrial speed grade is slower, i.e., 
M4A3-256/128-7YC-10YI

Valid Combinations 

Valid Combinations list configurations planned to be supported in volume for this device. Consult the local Lattice sales office to confirm
availability of  specific valid combinations and to check on newly released combinations.

5V Industrial Combinations
M4A5-32/32 -7, -10, -12 JI, VI, VI48
M4A5-64/32

-7, -10, -12
JI, VI, VI48

M4A5-96/48 VI
M4A5-128/64 YI, VI
M4A5-192/96 -7, -10, -12 VI
M4A5-256/128 -10, -12 YI

5V Commercial Combinations
M4A5-32/32 -5, -7, -10, JC, VC, VC48
M4A5-64/32

-55, -7, -10
JC, VC, VC48

M4A5-96/48 VC
M4A5-128/64 YC, VC
M4A5-192/96 -6, -7, -10 VC
M4A5-256/128 -65, -7, -10 YC

Lead-free Packaging
3.3V Commercial Combinations

M4A3-32/32 -5, -7, -10 VNC, VNC48, JNC
M4A3-64/32

-55, -7, -10
VNC, VNC48, JNC

M4A3-64/64 VNC
M4A3-128/64 VNC
M4A3-192/96 -6, -7, -10 VNC
M4A3-256/128 -55, -7, -10 FANC, YNC
M4A3-256/160

-7, -10
YNC

M4A3-256/192 FANC
M4A3-384/192 -65, -10, -12 FANC
M4A3-512/192 -7, -10, -12 FANC

3.3V Industrial Combinations
M4A3-32/32

-7, -10, -12

VNI, VNI48, JNI
M4A3-64/32 VNI, VNI48, JNI
M4A3-64/64 VNI
M4A3-128/64 VNI
M4A3-192/96

-10, -12
VNI

M4A3-256/128 FANI, YNI
M4A3-256/160 YNI
M4A3-256/192

-10, -12, -14
FANI

M4A3-384/192 FANI
M4A3-512/192 FANI

5V Industrial Combinations
M4A5-32/32

-7, -10, -12

VNI, VNI48, JNI
M4A5-64/32 VNI, VNI48, JNI
M4A5-96/48 VNI
M4A5-128/64 VNI, YNI
M4A5-192/96 VNI
M4A5-256/128 YNI

5V Commercial Combinations
M4A5-32/32 -5, -7, -10 VNC, VNC48, JNC
M4A5-64/32

-55, -7, -10
VNC, VNC48, JNC

M4A5-96/48 VNC
M4A5-128/64 VNC, YNC
M4A5-192/96 -6, -7, -10 VNC
M4A5-256/128 -65, -7, -10 YNC
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