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Functional Description and Application Information

1.3 Block Diagram
Figure 1 shows the MCIMX31 simplified interface block diagram.

Figure 1. MCIMX31 Simplified Interface Block Diagram

2 Functional Description and Application Information

2.1 ARM11 Microprocessor Core
The CPU of the MCIMX31 is the ARM1136JF-S core based on the ARM v6 architecture. It supports the 
ARM Thumb® instruction sets, features Jazelle® technology (which enables direct execution of Java byte 
codes), and a range of SIMD DSP instructions that operate on 16-bit or 8-bit data values in 32-bit registers.

The ARM1136JF-S processor core features:

• Integer unit with integral EmbeddedICE™ logic

• Eight-stage pipeline

• Branch prediction with return stack

• Low-interrupt latency
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• Instruction and data memory management units (MMUs), managed using micro TLB structures 
backed by a unified main TLB

• Instruction and data L1 caches, including a non-blocking data cache with Hit-Under-Miss

• Virtually indexed/physically addressed L1 caches

• 64-bit interface to both L1 caches

• Write buffer (bypassable)

• High-speed Advanced Micro Bus Architecture (AMBA)™ L2 interface

• Vector Floating Point co-processor (VFP) for 3D graphics and other floating-point applications 
hardware acceleration

• ETM™ and JTAG-based debug support

2.1.1 Memory System

The ARM1136JF-S complex includes 16 KB Instruction and 16 KB Data L1 caches. It connects to the 
MCIMX31 L2 unified cache through 64-bit instruction (read-only), 64-bit data read/write (bi-directional), 
and 64-bit data write interfaces.

The embedded 16K SRAM can be used for audio streaming data to avoid external memory accesses for 
the low-power audio playback, for security, or for other applications. There is also a 32-KB ROM for 
bootstrap code and other frequently-used code and data.

A ROM patch module provides the ability to patch the internal ROM. It can also initiate an external boot 
by overriding the boot reset sequence by a jump to a configurable address.

Table 2 shows information about the MCIMX31 core in tabular form.

Table 2. MCIMX31 Core

Core 
Acronym

Core 
Name

Brief Description Integrated Memory 
Includes

ARM11 or 
ARM1136

ARM1136 
Platform

The ARM1136™ Platform consists of the ARM1136JF-S core, the ETM 
real-time debug modules, a 6 x 5 multi-layer AHB crossbar switch (MAX), and 
a Vector Floating Processor (VFP).
The MCIMX31 provides a high-performance ARM11 microprocessor core and 
highly integrated system functions. The ARM Application Processor (AP) and 
other subsystems address the needs of the personal, wireless, and portable 
product market with integrated peripherals, advanced processor core, and 
power management capabilities.

 • 16 Kbyte Instruction 
Cache

 • 16 Kbyte Data 
Cache

 • 128 Kbyte L2 Cache
 • 32 Kbyte ROM
 • 16 Kbyte RAM
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NOTES
1. Junction temperature is a function of die size, on-chip power dissipation, package thermal 

resistance, mounting site (board) temperature, ambient temperature, air flow, power dissipation of 
other components on the board, and board thermal resistance.

2. Junction-to-Ambient Thermal Resistance determined per JEDEC JESD51-3 and JESD51-6. 
Thermal test board meets JEDEC specification for this package.

3. Junction-to-Board thermal resistance determined per JEDEC JESD51-8. Thermal test board 
meets JEDEC specification for the specified package.

4. Junction-to-Case at the top of the package determined using MIL-STD 883 Method 1012.1. The 
cold plate temperature is used for the case temperature. Reported value includes the thermal 
resistance of the interface layer.

5. Thermal characterization parameter indicating the temperature difference between the package 
top and the junction temperature per JEDEC JESD51-2. When Greek letters are not available, the 
thermal characterization parameter is written as Psi-JT.
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4.3.5.1 Timing Parameters

In the timing equations, some timing parameters are used. These parameters depend on the implementation 
of the ATA interface on silicon, the bus buffer used, the cable delay and cable skew. Table 23 shows ATA 
timing parameters.

Table 23. ATA Timing Parameters

Name Description
Value/

Contributing Factor1

1 Values provided where applicable.

T Bus clock period (ipg_clk_ata) peripheral clock 
frequency

ti_ds Set-up time ata_data to ata_iordy edge (UDMA-in only)
UDMA0
UDMA1

UDMA2, UDMA3
UDMA4
UDMA5

15 ns
10 ns
7 ns
5 ns
4 ns

ti_dh Hold time ata_iordy edge to ata_data (UDMA-in only)
UDMA0, UDMA1, UDMA2, UDMA3, UDMA4

UDMA5
5.0 ns
4.6 ns

tco Propagation delay bus clock L-to-H to 
ata_cs0, ata_cs1, ata_da2, ata_da1, ata_da0, ata_dior, ata_diow, ata_dmack, ata_data, 
ata_buffer_en

12.0 ns

tsu Set-up time ata_data to bus clock L-to-H 8.5 ns

tsui Set-up time ata_iordy to bus clock H-to-L 8.5 ns

thi Hold time ata_iordy to bus clock H to L 2.5 ns

tskew1 Max difference in propagation delay bus clock L-to-H to any of following signals
ata_cs0, ata_cs1, ata_da2, ata_da1, ata_da0, ata_dior, ata_diow, ata_dmack, ata_data 
(write), ata_buffer_en

7 ns

tskew2 Max difference in buffer propagation delay for any of following signals
ata_cs0, ata_cs1, ata_da2, ata_da1, ata_da0, ata_dior, ata_diow, ata_dmack, ata_data 
(write), ata_buffer_en

transceiver

tskew3 Max difference in buffer propagation delay for any of following signals ata_iordy, ata_data 
(read)

transceiver

tbuf Max buffer propagation delay transceiver

tcable1 Cable propagation delay for ata_data cable

tcable2 Cable propagation delay for control signals ata_dior, ata_diow, ata_iordy, ata_dmack cable

tskew4 Max difference in cable propagation delay between ata_iordy and ata_data (read) cable

tskew5 Max difference in cable propagation delay between (ata_dior, ata_diow, ata_dmack) and 
ata_cs0, ata_cs1, ata_da2, ata_da1, ata_da0, ata_data(write)

cable

tskew6 Max difference in cable propagation delay without accounting for ground bounce cable
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4.3.6 AUDMUX Electrical Specifications

The AUDMUX provides a programmable interconnect logic for voice, audio and data routing between 
internal serial interfaces (SSI) and external serial interfaces (audio and voice codecs). The AC timing of 
AUDMUX external pins is hence governed by the SSI module. Please refer to their respective electrical 
specifications.

4.3.7 CSPI Electrical Specifications

This section describes the electrical information of the CSPI.

4.3.7.1 CSPI Timing

Figure 20 and Figure 21 depict the master mode and slave mode timings of CSPI, and Table 29 lists the 
timing parameters.

Figure 20. CSPI Master Mode Timing Diagram

Figure 21. CSPI Slave Mode Timing Diagram
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Figure 26. WEIM Bus Timing Diagram

Table 32. WEIM Bus Timing Parameters

ID Parameter Min Max Unit

WE1 Clock fall to Address Valid –0.5 2.5 ns

WE2 Clock rise/fall to Address Invalid –0.5 5 ns

WE3 Clock rise/fall to CS[x] Valid –3 3 ns

WE4 Clock rise/fall to CS[x] Invalid –3 3 ns

WE5 Clock rise/fall to RW Valid –3 3 ns

WE6 Clock rise/fall to RW Invalid –3 3 ns

WE7 Clock rise/fall to OE Valid –3 3 ns
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Figure 31. Muxed A/D Mode Timing Diagram for Asynchronous Write Access—
WSC=7, LBA=1, LBN=1, LAH=1

Figure 32. Muxed A/D Mode Timing Diagram for Asynchronous Read Access—
WSC=7, LBA=1, LBN=1, LAH=1, OEA=7

4.3.9.3 ESDCTL Electrical Specifications

Figure 33, Figure 34, Figure 35, Figure 36, Figure 37, and Figure 38 depict the timings pertaining to the 
ESDCTL module, which interfaces Mobile DDR or SDR SDRAM. Table 33, Table 34, Table 35, Table 36, 
Table 37, and Table 38 list the timing parameters.
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Figure 34. SDR SDRAM Write Cycle Timing Diagram

Table 34. SDR SDRAM Write Timing Parameters

ID Parameter Symbol Min Max Unit

SD1 SDRAM clock high-level width tCH 3.4 4.1 ns

SD2 SDRAM clock low-level width tCL 3.4 4.1 ns

SD3 SDRAM clock cycle time tCK 7.5 — ns

SD4 CS, RAS, CAS, WE, DQM, CKE setup time tCMS 2.0 — ns

SD5 CS, RAS, CAS, WE, DQM, CKE hold time tCMH 1.8 — ns

SD6 Address setup time tAS 2.0 — ns

SD7 Address hold time tAH 1.8 — ns

SD11 Precharge cycle period1 tRP 1 4 clock

SD12 Active to read/write command delay1 tRCD 1 8 clock
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Figure 36. SDRAM Self-Refresh Cycle Timing Diagram

NOTE
The clock will continue to run unless both CKEs are low. Then the clock 
will be stopped in low state.

Table 36. SDRAM Self-Refresh Cycle Timing Parameters

ID Parameter Symbol Min Max Unit

SD16 CKE output delay time tCKS 1.8 — ns

SDCLK

CS

CAS

RAS

ADDR  BA

WE

CKE

Don’t care

SD16 SD16
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4.3.14 IPU—Sensor Interfaces

4.3.14.1 Supported Camera Sensors 

Table 43 lists the known supported camera sensors at the time of publication.

4.3.14.2 Functional Description

There are three timing modes supported by the IPU.

4.3.14.2.1 Pseudo BT.656 Video Mode

Smart camera sensors, which include imaging processing, usually support video mode transfer. They use 
an embedded timing syntax to replace the SENSB_VSYNC and SENSB_HSYNC signals. The timing 
syntax is defined by the BT.656 standard.

This operation mode follows the recommendations of ITU BT.656 specifications. The only control signal 
used is SENSB_PIX_CLK. Start-of-frame and active-line signals are embedded in the data stream. An 
active line starts with a SAV code and ends with a EAV code. In some cases, digital blanking is inserted in 
between EAV and SAV code. The CSI decodes and filters out the timing-coding from the data stream, thus 
recovering SENSB_VSYNC and SENSB_HSYNC signals for internal use.

Table 43. Supported Camera Sensors1

1 Freescale Semiconductor does not recommend one supplier over another and in no way suggests that these are the only 
camera suppliers.

Vendor Model

Conexant CX11646, CX204902, CX204502

2 These sensors not validated at time of publication.

Agilant HDCP–2010, ADCS–10212, ADCS–10212

Toshiba TC90A70

ICMedia ICM202A, ICM1022

iMagic IM8801

Transchip TC5600, TC5600J, TC5640, TC5700, TC6000

Fujitsu MB86S02A

Micron MI–SOC–0133

Matsushita MN39980

STMicro W6411, W6500, W65012, W66002, W65522, STV09742

OmniVision OV7620, OV6630

Sharp LZ0P3714 (CCD)

Motorola MC30300 (Python)2, SCM200142, SCM201142, SCM221142, SCM200272

National Semiconductor LM96182
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4.3.15.2 Synchronous Interfaces

4.3.15.2.1 Interface to Active Matrix TFT LCD Panels, Functional Description

Figure 45 depicts the LCD interface timing for a generic active matrix color TFT panel. In this figure 
signals are shown with negative polarity. The sequence of events for active matrix interface timing is:

• DISPB_D3_CLK latches data into the panel on its negative edge (when positive polarity is 
selected). In active mode, DISPB_D3_CLK runs continuously.

• DISPB_D3_HSYNC causes the panel to start a new line.

• DISPB_D3_VSYNC causes the panel to start a new frame. It always encompasses at least one 
HSYNC pulse.

Table 45. Supported Display Components1

1 Freescale Semiconductor does not recommend one supplier over another and in no way suggests that these are the only 
display component suppliers.

Type Vendor Model

TFT displays 
(memory-less)

Sharp (HR-TFT Super 
Mobile LCD family)

LQ035Q7 DB02, LM019LC1Sxx

Samsung (QCIF and 
QVGA TFT modules for 
mobile phones)

LTS180S1-HF1, LTS180S3-HF1, LTS350Q1-PE1,
LTS350Q1-PD1, LTS220Q1-HE12

2 These display components not validated at time of publication.

Toshiba (LTM series) LTM022P8062, LTM04C380K2,
LTM018A02A2, LTM020P3322, LTM021P3372, LTM019P3342, 
LTM022A7832, LTM022A05ZZ2

NEC NL6448BC20-08E, NL8060BC31-27

Display controllers Epson S1D15xxx series, S1D19xxx series, S1D13713, S1D13715

Solomon Systech SSD1301 (OLED), SSD1828 (LDCD)

Hitachi HD66766, HD66772

ATI W2300

Smart display modules Epson L1F10043 T2, L1F10044 T2, L1F10045 T2, L2D220022, L2D200142, 
L2F500322, L2D25001 T2

Hitachi 120 160 65K/4096 C-STN (#3284 LTD-1398-2) based on HD 66766 
controller

Densitron Europe LTD All displays with MPU 80/68K series interface and serial peripheral 
interface

Sharp LM019LC1Sxx

Sony ACX506AKM

Digital video encoders 
(for TV)

Analog Devices ADV7174/7179

Crystal (Cirrus Logic) CS49xx series

Focus FS453/4



MCIMX31/MCIMX31L Technical Data, Rev. 4.3

60 Freescale Semiconductor
 

Electrical Characteristics

Figure 47. TFT Panels Timing Diagram—Vertical Sync Pulse

Table 46 shows timing parameters of signals presented in Figure 46 and Figure 47.

Table 46. Synchronous Display Interface Timing Parameters—Pixel Level

ID Parameter Symbol Value Units

IP5 Display interface clock period Tdicp Tdicp1

1 Display interface clock period immediate value. 

Display interface clock period average value.

ns

IP6 Display pixel clock period Tdpcp (DISP3_IF_CLK_CNT_D+1) * Tdicp ns

IP7 Screen width Tsw (SCREEN_WIDTH+1) * Tdpcp ns

IP8 HSYNC width Thsw (H_SYNC_WIDTH+1) * Tdpcp ns

IP9 Horizontal blank interval 1 Thbi1 BGXP * Tdpcp ns

IP10 Horizontal blank interval 2 Thbi2 (SCREEN_WIDTH – BGXP – FW) * Tdpcp ns

IP11 HSYNC delay Thsd H_SYNC_DELAY * Tdpcp ns

IP12 Screen height Tsh (SCREEN_HEIGHT+1) * Tsw ns

IP13 VSYNC width Tvsw if V_SYNC_WIDTH_L = 0 than
(V_SYNC_WIDTH+1) * Tdpcp
else
(V_SYNC_WIDTH+1) * Tsw

ns

IP14 Vertical blank interval 1 Tvbi1 BGYP * Tsw ns

IP15 Vertical blank interval 2 Tvbi2 (SCREEN_HEIGHT – BGYP – FH) * Tsw ns

IP14 

DISPB_D3_VSYNC

DISPB_D3_HSYNC

DISPB_D3_DRDY

Start of frame End of frame

IP12

IP15

IP13

IP11 

Tdicp

THSP_CLK
DISP3_IF_CLK_PER_WR

HSP_CLK_PERIOD
------------------------------------------------------------------⋅                                  for integer   

DISP3_IF_CLK_PER_WR
HSP_CLK_PERIOD

------------------------------------------------------------------,

THSP_CLK floor
DISP3_IF_CLK_PER_WR

HSP_CLK_PERIOD
------------------------------------------------------------------ 0.5 0.5±+⎝ ⎠

⎛ ⎞⋅      for  fractional  
DISP3_IF_CLK_PER_WR

HSP_CLK_PERIOD
------------------------------------------------------------------,

⎩
⎪
⎪
⎨
⎪
⎪
⎧

=

Tdicp THSP_CLK
DISP3_IF_CLK_PER_WR

HSP_CLK_PERIOD
------------------------------------------------------------------⋅=
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Figure 51. Asynchronous Parallel System 80 Interface (Type 1) Burst Mode Timing Diagram
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Figure 52. Asynchronous Parallel System 80 Interface (Type 2) Burst Mode Timing Diagram
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Figure 53. Asynchronous Parallel System 68k Interface (Type 1) Burst Mode Timing Diagram
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Figure 58. Asynchronous Parallel System 68k Interface (Type 1) Timing Diagram
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The DISP#_IF_CLK_PER_WR, DISP#_IF_CLK_PER_RD, HSP_CLK_PERIOD, 
DISP#_IF_CLK_DOWN_WR, DISP#_IF_CLK_UP_WR, DISP#_IF_CLK_DOWN_RD, 
DISP#_IF_CLK_UP_RD and DISP#_READ_EN parameters are programmed via the 
DI_DISP#_TIME_CONF_1, DI_DISP#_TIME_CONF_2 and DI_HSP_CLK_PER Registers. 

4.3.15.5.3 Serial Interfaces, Functional Description

The IPU supports the following types of asynchronous serial interfaces:

• 3-wire (with bidirectional data line)

• 4-wire (with separate data input and output lines)

• 5-wire type 1 (with sampling RS by the serial clock)

• 5-wire type 2 (with sampling RS by the chip select signal)

Figure 60 depicts timing of the 3-wire serial interface. The timing images correspond to active-low 
DISPB_D#_CS signal and the straight polarity of the DISPB_SD_D_CLK signal.

For this interface, a bidirectional data line is used outside the device. The IPU still uses separate input and 
output data lines (IPP_IND_DISPB_SD_D and IPP_DO_DISPB_SD_D). The I/O mux should provide 
joining the internal data lines to the bidirectional external line according to the IPP_OBE_DISPB_SD_D 
signal provided by the IPU.

Each data transfer can be preceded by an optional preamble with programmable length and contents. The 
preamble is followed by read/write (RW) and address (RS) bits. The order of the these bits is 
programmable. The RW bit can be disabled. The following data can consist of one word or of a whole 
burst. The interface parameters are controlled by the DI_SER_DISP1_CONF and DI_SER_DISP2_CONF 
Registers.

Figure 60. 3-Wire Serial Interface Timing Diagram

Figure 61 depicts timing of the 4-wire serial interface. For this interface, there are separate input and output 
data lines both inside and outside the device.
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Electrical Characteristics

The DISP#_IF_CLK_PER_WR, DISP#_IF_CLK_PER_RD, HSP_CLK_PERIOD, 
DISP#_IF_CLK_DOWN_WR, DISP#_IF_CLK_UP_WR, DISP#_IF_CLK_DOWN_RD, 
DISP#_IF_CLK_UP_RD and DISP#_READ_EN parameters are programmed via the 
DI_DISP#_TIME_CONF_1, DI_DISP#_TIME_CONF_2 and DI_HSP_CLK_PER Registers.

4.3.16 Memory Stick Host Controller (MSHC)

Figure 65, Figure 66, and Figure 67 depict the MSHC timings, and Table 51 and Table 52 list the timing 
parameters.

Figure 65. MSHC_CLK Timing Diagram

Figure 66. Transfer Operation Timing Diagram (Serial)
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The interface is meant to be used with synchronous SIM cards. This means that the SIM module provides 
a clock for the SIM card to use. The frequency of this clock is normally 372 times the data rate on the 
TX/RX pins, however SIM module can work with CLK equal to 16 times the data rate on TX/RX pins.

There is no timing relationship between the clock and the data. The clock that the SIM module provides 
to the aim card will be used by the SIM card to recover the clock from the data much like a standard UART. 
All six (or 5 in case bi-directional TXRX is used) of the pins for each half of the SIM module are 
asynchronous to each other.

There are no required timing relationships between the signals in normal mode, but there are some in two 
specific cases: reset and power down sequences.

4.3.20.1 General Timing Requirements

Figure 72 shows the timing of the SIM module, and Figure 56 lists the timing parameters.

Figure 72. SIM Clock Timing Diagram

4.3.20.2 Reset Sequence

4.3.20.2.1 Cards with Internal Reset

The sequence of reset for this kind of SIM Cards is as follows (see Figure 73):

• After powerup, the clock signal is enabled on SGCLK (time T0)

• After 200 clock cycles, RX must be high.

• The card must send a response on RX acknowledging the reset between 400 and 40000 clock 
cycles after T0.

Table 56. SIM Timing Specification—High Drive Strength

Num Description Symbol Min Max Unit

1 SIM Clock Frequency (CLK)1

1 50% duty cycle clock

Sfreq 0.01 5 (Some new cards 
may reach 10)

MHz

2 SIM CLK Rise Time 2

2 With C = 50pF

Srise — 20 ns

3 SIM CLK Fall Time 3

3 With C = 50pF

Sfall — 20 ns

4 SIM Input Transition Time (RX, SIMPD) Strans — 25 ns

CLK

SriseSfall

1/Sfreq
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4.3.20.3 Power Down Sequence

Power down sequence for SIM interface is as follows:

1. SIMPD port detects the removal of the SIM Card

2. RST goes Low

3. CLK goes Low

4. TX goes Low

5. VEN goes Low

Each of this steps is done in one CKIL period (usually 32 kHz). Power down can be started because of a 
SIM Card removal detection or launched by the processor. Figure 75 and Table 57 show the usual timing 
requirements for this sequence, with Fckil = CKIL frequency value.

Figure 75. SmartCard Interface Power Down AC Timing

Table 57. Timing Requirements for Power Down Sequence

Num Description Symbol Min Max Unit

1 SIM reset to SIM clock stop Srst2clk 0.9*1/FCKIL 0.8 µs

2 SIM reset to SIM TX data low Srst2dat 1.8*1/FCKIL 1.2 µs

3 SIM reset to SIM Voltage Enable Low Srst2ven 2.7*1/FCKIL 1.8 µs

4 SIM Presence Detect to SIM reset Low Spd2rst 0.9*1/FCKIL 25 ns

SIMPD

RST

CLK

DATA_TX

SVEN

Srst2clk

Srst2dat

Srst2ven

Spd2rst


