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Embedded - System On Chip (SoC): The
Heart of Modern Embedded Systems

Embedded - System On Chip (SoC) refers to an
integrated circuit that consolidates all the essential
components of a computer system into a single chip. This
includes a microprocessor, memory, and other peripherals,
all packed into one compact and efficient package. SoCs
are designed to provide a complete computing solution,
optimizing both space and power consumption, making
them ideal for a wide range of embedded applications.

What are Embedded - System On Chip (SoC)?

System On Chip (SoC) integrates multiple functions of a
computer or electronic system onto a single chip. Unlike
traditional multi-chip solutions, SoCs combine a central
processing unit (CPU), memory, input/output (I/O)
interfaces, and other essential components into a single
silicon die. This integration enhances performance,
reduces power consumption, and minimizes the physical
footprint of the system. SoCs are fundamental in
embedded systems where space, efficiency, and cost are
critical.

Applications of Embedded - System On Chip
(SoC)

SoCs are pivotal in a variety of applications due to their
compact design and high integration. In consumer
electronics, SoCs power smartphones, tablets, and
smartwatches, offering robust performance and extended
battery life. Automotive industries leverage SoCs for
advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS), infotainment,
and vehicle-to-everything (V2X) communication. In
industrial automation, SoCs drive sophisticated
machinery control systems, data acquisition, and real-time
monitoring. Additionally, medical devices use SoCs for
portable diagnostic tools, imaging systems, and patient
monitoring equipment, where space and power efficiency
are crucial.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
System On Chip (SoC)

System On Chip (SoC) products can be categorized into
several subtypes based on their applications and
functionalities. General-purpose SoCs are designed for a
wide range of applications, offering versatile processing
capabilities. Application-specific SoCs are tailored for
particular uses, such as multimedia processing or
automotive control, incorporating specialized features to
meet the demands of specific tasks. Real-time SoCs focus
on handling tasks with stringent timing requirements,
suitable for applications like robotics and industrial control.

Types of Embedded - System On Chip (SoC)

Details

Product Status Active

Architecture MCU, FPGA

Core Processor Dual ARM® Cortex®-A53 MPCore™ with CoreSight™, Dual ARM®Cortex™-R5 with CoreSight™

Flash Size -

RAM Size 256KB

Peripherals DMA, WDT

Connectivity CANbus, EBI/EMI, Ethernet, I²C, MMC/SD/SDIO, SPI, UART/USART, USB OTG

Speed 533MHz, 1.3GHz

Primary Attributes Zynq®UltraScale+™ FPGA, 256K+ Logic Cells

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 100°C (TJ)

Package / Case 900-BBGA, FCBGA

Supplier Device Package 900-FCBGA (31x31)
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Differential 
termination

Programmable differential termination (TERM_100) 
for HP I/O banks. –35% 100 +35% Ω

n Temperature diode ideality factor. – 1.026 – –

r Temperature diode series resistance. – 2 – Ω

Notes: 
1. Typical values are specified at nominal voltage, 25°C.
2. For HP I/O banks with a VCCO of 1.8V and separated VCCO and VCCAUX_IO power supplies, the IL maximum current is 70 µA.
3. This measurement represents the die capacitance at the pad, not including the package.
4. Maximum value specified for worst case process at 25°C.
5. ICC_PSBATT is measured when the battery-backed RAM (BBRAM) is enabled.
6. Do not program eFUSE during device configuration (e.g., during configuration, during configuration readback, or when 

readback CRC is active).
7. If VRP resides at a different bank (DCI cascade), the range increases to ±15%.
8. VRP resistor tolerance is (240Ω ±1%)
9. On-die input termination resistance, for more information see the UltraScale Architecture SelectIO Resources User Guide 

(UG571).

Table  5: PS MIO Pull-up and Pull-down Current

Symbol Description Min Max Units

IRPU

Pad pull-up (when selected) at VIN = 0V, VCCO_PSMIO = 3.3V. 20 80 µA

Pad pull-up (when selected) at VIN = 0V, VCCO_PSMIO = 2.5V. 20 80 µA

Pad pull-up (when selected) at VIN = 0V, VCCO_PSMIO = 1.8V. 15 65 µA

IRPD

Pad pull-down (when selected) at VIN = 3.3V. 20 80 µA

Pad pull-down (when selected) at VIN = 2.5V. 20 80 µA

Pad pull-down (when selected) at VIN = 1.8V. 15 65 µA

Table  4: DC Characteristics Over Recommended Operating Conditions (Cont’d)

Symbol Description Min Typ(1) Max Units
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Table  19: Complementary Differential SelectIO DC Input and Output Levels for HP I/O Banks(1)

I/O Standard
VICM (V)(2) VID (V)(3) VOL (V)(4) VOH (V)(5) IOL IOH

Min Typ Max Min Max Max Min mA mA
DIFF_HSTL_I 0.680 VCCO/2 (VCCO/2) + 0.150 0.100 – 0.400 VCCO – 0.400 5.8 –5.8

DIFF_HSTL_I_12 0.400 x VCCO VCCO/2 0.600 x VCCO 0.100 – 0.250 x VCCO 0.750 x VCCO 4.1 –4.1

DIFF_HSTL_I_18 (VCCO/2) – 0.175 VCCO/2 (VCCO/2) + 0.175 0.100 – 0.400 VCCO – 0.400 6.2 –6.2

DIFF_HSUL_12 (VCCO/2) – 0.120 VCCO/2 (VCCO/2) + 0.120 0.100 – 20% VCCO 80% VCCO 0.1 –0.1

DIFF_SSTL12 (VCCO/2) – 0.150 VCCO/2 (VCCO/2) + 0.150 0.100 – (VCCO/2) – 0.150 (VCCO/2) + 0.150 8.0 –8.0

DIFF_SSTL135 (VCCO/2) – 0.150 VCCO/2 (VCCO/2) + 0.150 0.100 – (VCCO/2) – 0.150 (VCCO/2) + 0.150 9.0 –9.0

DIFF_SSTL15 (VCCO/2) – 0.175 VCCO/2 (VCCO/2) + 0.175 0.100 – (VCCO/2) – 0.175 (VCCO/2) + 0.175 10.0 –10.0

DIFF_SSTL18_I (VCCO/2) – 0.175 VCCO/2 (VCCO/2) + 0.175 0.100 – (VCCO/2) – 0.470 (VCCO/2) + 0.470 7.0 –7.0

Notes: 
1. DIFF_POD10 and DIFF_POD12 HP I/O bank specifications are shown in Table 20, Table 21, and Table 22.
2. VICM is the input common mode voltage.
3. VID is the input differential voltage.
4. VOL is the single-ended low-output voltage.
5. VOH is the single-ended high-output voltage.

Table  20: DC Input Levels for Differential POD10 and POD12 I/O Standards(1)(2)

I/O Standard
VICM (V) VID (V)

Min Typ Max Min Max
DIFF_POD10 0.63 0.70 0.77 0.14 –

DIFF_POD12 0.76 0.84 0.92 0.16 –

Notes: 
1. Tested according to relevant specifications.
2. Standards specified using the default I/O standard configuration. For details, see the UltraScale Architecture 

SelectIO Resources User Guide (UG571).

Table  21: DC Output Levels for Single-ended and Differential POD10 and POD12 Standards(1)(2)

Symbol Description VOUT Min Typ Max Units
ROL Pull-down resistance. VOM_DC (as described in Table 22) 36 40 44 Ω

ROH Pull-up resistance. VOM_DC (as described in Table 22) 36 40 44 Ω

Notes: 
1. Tested according to relevant specifications.
2. Standards specified using the default I/O standard configuration. For details, see the UltraScale Architecture 

SelectIO Resources User Guide (UG571).

Table  22: Table 21 Definitions for DC Output Levels for POD Standards

Symbol Description All Speed Grades Units
VOM_DC DC output Mid measurement level (for IV curve linearity). 0.8 x VCCO V
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