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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade

Details

Product Status Obsolete

Core Processor ARM® Cortex®-M3

Core Size 32-Bit Single-Core

Speed 50MHz

Connectivity I²C, IrDA, SmartCard, SPI, UART/USART

Peripherals Brown-out Detect/Reset, DMA, LCD, POR, PWM, WDT

Number of I/O -

Program Memory Size 256KB (256K x 8)

Program Memory Type FLASH

EEPROM Size -

RAM Size 32K x 8

Voltage - Supply (Vcc/Vdd) 1.8V ~ 3.8V

Data Converters -

Oscillator Type Internal

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 85°C (TA)

Mounting Type -

Package / Case -

Supplier Device Package -
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4.6.3. Real-Time Clock (RTC0)
The RTC module includes a 32-bit timer that allows up to 36 hours of independent time-keeping when used with a 
32.768 kHz watch crystal. The RTC provides three alarm events in addition to a missing clock event, which can 
also function as interrupt, reset, or wakeup sources on SiM3L1xx devices.
The RTC module includes internal loading capacitors that are programmable to 16 discrete levels, allowing 
compatibility with a wide range of crystals.
The RTC timer clock can be buffered and routed to a port bank pin to provide an accurate, low frequency clock to 
other devices while the core is in its lowest power down mode. The module also includes a low power internal low 
frequency oscillator that reduces low power mode current and is available for other modules to use as a clock 
source.
The RTC module includes the following features: 

32-bit timer (supports up to 36 hours) with three separate alarms.
Option for one alarm to automatically reset the RTC timer.
Missing clock detector.
Can be used with the internal Low Frequency Oscillator or with an external 32.768 kHz crystal (no 

additional resistors or capacitors necessary).
Programmable internal loading capacitors support a wide range of external 32.768 kHz crystals.
The RTC timer clock (RTC0CLK) can be buffered and routed to an I/O pin to provide an accurate, low 

frequency clock to other devices while the core is in its lowest power down mode.
The RTC module can be powered from the low power mode charge pump for lowest possible power 

consumption while in PM8.
4.6.4. Low Power Timer (LPTIMER0)
The Low Power Timer (LPTIMER) module runs from the RTC timer clock (RTC0CLK), allowing the LPTIMER to 
operate even if the AHB and APB clocks are disabled. The LPTIMER counter can increment using one of two clock 
sources: the clock selected by the RTC0 module, or rising or falling edges of an external signal.
The Low Power Timer includes the following features:

Runs on low-frequency RTC timer clock (RTC0TCLK).
The LPTIMER counter can increment using one of two clock sources: the RTC0TCLK or rising or falling 

edges of an external signal.
Overflow and threshold-match detection.
Timer reset on threshold-match allows square-wave generation at a variable output frequency.
Supports PWM with configurable period and duty cycle.
The LPTIMER module can be powered from the low power mode charge pump for lowest possible power 

consumption while in PM8.
4.6.5. Watchdog Timer (WDTIMER0)
The WDTIMER module includes a 16-bit timer, a programmable early warning interrupt, and a programmable reset 
period. The timer registers are protected from inadvertent access by an independent lock and key interface.
The watchdog timer runs from the low frequency oscillator (LFOSC0). 
The Watchdog Timer has the following features:

Programmable timeout interval.
Optional interrupt to warn when the Watchdog Timer is nearing the reset trip value.
Lock-out feature to prevent any modification until a system reset.
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7.  Revision Specific Behavior
This chapter describes any differences between released revisions of the device.

7.1.  Revision Identification
The Lot ID Code on the top side of the device package can be used for decoding device revision information. 
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Simplicity Studio

One-click access to MCU and 
wireless tools, documentation, 
software, source code libraries & 
more. Available for Windows, 
Mac and Linux!

IoT Portfolio
www.silabs.com/IoT

SW/HW
www.silabs.com/simplicity

Quality
www.silabs.com/quality

Support and Community
community.silabs.com

Disclaimer
Silicon Labs intends to provide customers with the latest, accurate, and in-depth documentation of all peripherals and modules available for system and software implementers using or 
intending to use the Silicon Labs products. Characterization data, available modules and peripherals, memory sizes and memory addresses refer to each specific device, and "Typical" 
parameters provided can and do vary in different applications. Application examples described herein are for illustrative purposes only. Silicon Labs reserves the right to make changes 
without further notice and limitation to product information, specifications, and descriptions herein, and does not give warranties as to the accuracy or completeness of the included 
information. Silicon Labs shall have no liability for the consequences of use of the information supplied herein. This document does not imply or express copyright licenses granted 
hereunder to design or fabricate any integrated circuits. The products are not designed or authorized to be used within any Life Support System without the specific written consent of 
Silicon Labs. A "Life Support System" is any product or system intended to support or sustain life and/or health, which, if it fails, can be reasonably expected to result in significant personal 
injury or death. Silicon Labs products are not designed or authorized for military applications. Silicon Labs products shall under no circumstances be used in weapons of mass 
destruction including (but not limited to) nuclear, biological or chemical weapons, or missiles capable of delivering such weapons.

Trademark Information
Silicon Laboratories Inc.® , Silicon Laboratories®, Silicon Labs®, SiLabs® and the Silicon Labs logo®, Bluegiga®, Bluegiga Logo®, Clockbuilder®, CMEMS®, DSPLL®, EFM®, EFM32®, 
EFR, Ember®, Energy Micro, Energy Micro logo and combinations thereof, "the world’s most energy friendly microcontrollers", Ember®, EZLink®, EZRadio®, EZRadioPRO®, 
Gecko®, ISOmodem®, Precision32®, ProSLIC®, Simplicity Studio®, SiPHY®, Telegesis, the Telegesis Logo®, USBXpress® and others are trademarks or registered trademarks of Silicon 
Labs. ARM, CORTEX, Cortex-M3 and THUMB are trademarks or registered trademarks of ARM Holdings. Keil is a registered trademark of ARM Limited. All other products or brand 
names mentioned herein are trademarks of their respective holders. 


