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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Oscillator Type Internal
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Figure 12: Timer/Counter  Mode 2 

11.2.4 Mode 3 
Mode 3 has different operating methods for the two timer/counters. For timer/counter 1, mode 3 simply 
freezes the counter. Timer/Counter 0, however, configures TL0 and TH0 as two separate 8 bit count 
registers in this mode. The logic for this mode is shown in the figure. TL0 uses the Timer/Counter 0 
control bits C/ T , GATE, TR0, INTx  and TF0. The TL0 can be used to count clock cycles (clock/12 or 
clock/4) or 1-to-0 transitions on pin T0 as determined by C/ T  (TMOD.2). TH0 is forced as a clock 
cycle counter (clock/12 or clock/4) and takes over the use of TR1 and TF1 from Timer/Counter 1. 
Mode 3 is used in cases where an extra 8 bit timer is needed. With Timer 0 in Mode 3, Timer 1 can still 
be used in Modes 0, 1 and 2., but its flexibility is somewhat limited. While its basic functionality is 
maintained, it no longer has control over its overflow flag TF1 and the enable bit TR1. Timer 1 can still 
be used as a timer/counter and retains the use of GATE and INT1 pin. In this condition it can be turned 
on and off by switching it out of and into its own Mode 3. It can also be used as a baud rate generator 
for the serial port. 
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Figure 13. Timer/Counter 0 Mode 3 
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11.3 Timer/Counter 2 
Timer/Counter 2 is a 16 bit up/down counter which is configured by the T2MOD register and controlled 
by the T2CON register. Timer/Counter 2 is equipped with a capture/reload capability. As with the Timer 
0 and Timer 1 counters, there exists considerable flexibility in selecting and controlling the clock, and in 
defining the operating mode. The clock source for Timer/Counter 2 may be selected for either the 
external T2 pin (C/ T2  = 1) or the crystal oscillator, which is divided by 12 or 4 (C/ T2  = 0). The clock is 
then enabled when TR2 is a 1, and disabled when TR2 is a 0.   

11.3.1 Capture Mode 

The capture mode is enabled by setting the CP/RL2  bit in the T2CON register to a 1. In the capture 
mode, Timer/Counter 2 serves as a 16 bit up counter. When the counter rolls over from FFFFh to 
0000h, the TF2 bit is set, which will generate an interrupt request. If the EXEN2 bit is set, then a 
negative transition of T2EX pin will cause the value in the TL2 and TH2 register to be captured by the 
RCAP2L and RCAP2H registers. This action also causes the EXF2 bit in T2CON to be set, which will 
also generate an interrupt. Setting the T2CR bit (T2MOD.3), the W77L032 allows hardware to reset 
timer 2 automatically after the value of TL2 and TH2 have been captured. 
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Figure 14. 16-Bit Capture Mode 

11.3.2 Auto-reload Mode, Counting Up 

The auto-reload mode as an up counter is enabled by clearing the CP/RL2  bit in the T2CON register 
and clearing the DCEN bit in T2MOD register. In this mode, Timer/Counter 2 is a 16 bit up counter. 
When the counter rolls over from FFFFh, a reload is generated that causes the contents of the 
RCAP2L and RCAP2H registers to be reloaded into the TL2 and TH2 registers. The reload action also 
sets the TF2 bit. If the EXEN2 bit is set,  then a negative transition of T2EX pin will also cause a reload. 
This action also sets the EXF2 bit in T2CON.  
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Figure 15. 16-Bit Auto-reload Mode, Counting Up 

11.3.3 Auto-reload Mode, Counting Up/Down 

Timer/Counter 2 will be in auto-reload mode as an up/down counter if CP/RL2  bit in T2CON is cleared 
and the DCEN bit in T2MOD is set. In this mode, Timer/Counter 2 is an up/down counter whose 
direction is controlled by the T2EX pin. A 1 on this pin cause the counter to count up. An overflow while 
counting up will cause the counter to be reloaded with the contents of the capture registers. The next 
down count following the case where the contents of Timer/Counter equal the capture registers will 
load an FFFFh into Timer/Counter 2. In either event a reload will set the TF2 bit. A reload will also 
toggle the EXF2 bit. However, the EXF2 bit can not generate an interrupt while in this mode. 
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Figure 16. 16-Bit Auto-reload Up/Down Counter 
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Figure 21: Serial Port Mode 

11.6.3 Mode 2 
This mode uses a total of 11 bits in asynchronous full-duplex communication. The functional 
description is shown in the figure below. The frame consists of one start bit (0), 8 data bits (LSB first), a 
programmable 9th bit (TB8) and a stop bit (0). The 9th bit received is put into RB8. The baud rate is 
programmable to 1/32 or 1/64 of the oscillator frequency, which is determined by the SMOD bit in 
PCON SFR. Transmission begins with a write to SBUF. The serial data is brought out on to TxD pin at 
C1 following the first roll-over of the divide by 16 counter. The next bit is placed on TxD pin at C1 
following the next rollover of the divide by 16 counter. Thus the transmission is synchronized to the 
divide by 16 counter, and not directly to the write to SBUF signal. After all 9 bits of data are transmitted, 
the stop bit is transmitted. The TI flag is set in the C1 state after the stop bit has been put out on TxD 
pin. This will be at the 11th rollover of the divide by 16 counter after a write to SBUF. Reception is 
enabled only if REN is high. The serial port actually starts the receiving of serial data, with the detection 
of a falling edge on the RxD pin. The 1-to-0 detector continuously monitors the RxD line, sampling it at 
the rate of 16 times the selected baud rate. When a falling edge is detected, the divide by 16 counter is 
immediately reset. This helps to align the bit boundaries with the rollovers of the divide by 16 counter. 
The 16 states of the counter effectively divide the bit time into 16 slices. The bit detection is done on a 
best of three basis. The bit detector samples the RxD pin, at the 8th, 9th and 10th counter states. By 
using a majority 2 of 3 voting system, the bit value is selected. This is done to improve the noise 
rejection feature of the serial port. If the first bit detected after the falling edge of RxD pin, is not 0, then 
this indicates an invalid start bit, and the reception is immediately aborted. The serial port again looks 
for a falling edge in the RxD line. If a valid start bit is detected, then the rest of the bits are also 
detected and shifted into the SBUF. After shifting in 9 data bits, there is one more shift to do, after 


