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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.

Details

Product Status Obsolete

Number of LABs/CLBs 196

Number of Logic Elements/Cells 1960

Total RAM Bits -

Number of I/O 199

Number of Gates 24000

Voltage - Supply 3V ~ 3.6V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature 0°C ~ 85°C (TJ)

Package / Case 240-BFQFP

Supplier Device Package 240-PQFP (32x32)
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FLEX 6000 Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet
Figure 1. OptiFLEX Architecture Block Diagram

FLEX 6000 devices provide four dedicated, global inputs that drive the 
control inputs of the flipflops to ensure efficient distribution of high-
speed, low-skew control signals. These inputs use dedicated routing 
channels that provide shorter delays and lower skews than the FastTrack 
Interconnect. These inputs can also be driven by internal logic, providing 
an ideal solution for a clock divider or an internally generated 
asynchronous clear signal that clears many registers in the device. The 
dedicated global routing structure is built into the device, eliminating the 
need to create a clock tree.

Logic Array Block
An LAB consists of ten LEs, their associated carry and cascade chains, the 
LAB control signals, and the LAB local interconnect. The LAB provides 
the coarse-grained structure of the FLEX 6000 architecture, and facilitates 
efficient routing with optimum device utilization and high performance. 
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FLEX 6000 Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet
A row channel can be driven by an LE or by one of two column channels. 
These three signals feed a 3-to-1 multiplexer that connects to six specific 
row channels. Row channels drive into the local interconnect via 
multiplexers. 

Each column of LABs is served by a dedicated column interconnect. The 
LEs in an LAB can drive the column interconnect. The LEs in an LAB, a 
column IOE, or a row in terconnect can drive the column interconnect. The 
column interconnect can then drive another row�s interconnect to route 
the signals to other LABs in the device. A signal from the column 
interconnect must be routed to the row interconnect before it can enter an 
LAB. 

Each LE has a FastTrack Interconnect output and a local output. The 
FastTrack interconnect output can drive six row and two column lines 
directly; the local output drives the local interconnect. Each local 
interconnect channel driven by an LE can drive four row and two column 
channels. This feature provides additional flexibility, because each LE can 
drive any of ten row lines and four column lines.

In addition, LEs can drive global control signals. This feature is useful for 
distributing internally generated clock, asynchronous clear, and 
asynchronous preset signals. A pin-driven gl obal signal can also drive 
data signals, which is useful for high-fan-out data signals. 

Each LAB drives two groups of local interconnects, which allows an LE to 
drive two LABs, or 20 LEs, via the local interconnect. The row-to-local 
multiplexers are used more efficientl y, because the multiplexers can now 
drive two LABs. Figure 10 shows how an LAB connects to row and 
column interconnects.
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FLEX 6000 Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet
Figure 10. LAB Connections to Row & Column Interconnects

For improved routability, the row inte rconnect consists of full-length and 
half-length channels. The full-length channels connect to all LABs in a 
row; the half-length channels connect to the LABs in half of the row. In 
addition to providing a predictabl e, row-wide interconnect, this 
architecture provides increased routin g resources. Two neighboring LABs 
can be connected using a half-length channel, which saves the other half 
of the channel for the other half of the row. One-third of the row channels 
are half-length channels.

Each LE output signal driving
the FastTrack Interconnect can
drive two column channels.

Row 
Interconnect

Any column channel can 
drive six row channels.

Each local channel 
driven by an LE can 
drive four row channels.

At each intersection, 
four row channels can 
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Each LE FastTrack Interconnect
output can drive six row channels.

Column Interconnect Local Interconnect 
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FLEX 6000 Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet
Figure 11. Global Clock & Clear Distribution       Note (1) 

Notes:
(1) The global clock and clear distribution signals are shown for EPF6016 and EPF6016A devices. In EPF6010A devices, 

LABs in rows B and C drive global signals. In EPF6024A devices, LABs in rows C and E drive global signals.
(2) The local interconnect from LABs C1 and D1 can drive two global control signals on the left side.
(3) Global signals drive into every LAB as clock, asynchronous clear, preset, and data signals.
(4) The local interconnect from LABs C22 and D22 can drive two global control signals on the right side.
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I/O Elements 
An IOE contains a bidirectional I/O bu ffer and a tri-state buffer. IOEs can 
be used as input, output, or bidirectional pins. An IOE receives its data 
signals from the adjacent local interconnect, which can be driven by a row 
or column interconnect (allowing any LE in the device to drive the IOE) or 
by an adjacent LE (allowing fast clock-to-output delays). A FastFLEXTM 
I/O pin is a row or column output pin that receives its data signals from 
the adjacent local interconnect driven by an adjacent LE. The IOE receives 
its output enable signal through th e same path, allowing individual 
output enables for every pin and pe rmitting emulatio n of open-drain 
buffers. The Altera Compiler uses programmable inversion to invert the 
data or output enable signals automatically where appropriate. Open-
drain emulation is provided by driv ing the data input low and toggling 
the OE of each IOE. This emulation is possible because there is one OE per 
pin. 

A chip-wide output enable feature allo ws the designer to disable all pins 
of the device by asserting one pin (DEV_OE). This feature is useful during 
board debugging or testing.

Figure 12 shows the IOE block diagram. 

Figure 12.  IOE Block Diagram
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Each IOE drives a row or column interconnect when used as an input or 
bidirectional pin. A row IOE can drive up to six row lines; a column IOE 
can drive up to two column lines. The input path from the I/O pad to the 
FastTrack Interconnect has a programmable delay element that can be 
used to guarantee a zero hold time. Depending on the placement of the 
IOE relative to what it is driving, th e designer may choose to turn on the 
programmable delay to ensure a zero hold time. Figure 13 shows how an 
IOE connects to a row interconnect, and Figure 14 shows how an IOE 
connects to a column interconnect.

Figure 13. IOE Connection to Row Interconnect

Row Interconnect

Any LE can drive 
a pin through the
row and local
interconnect.

FastFLEX I/O: An LE can drive a pin through the 
local interconnect for faster clock-to-output times.

IOE

IOE

Up to 10 IOEs are on either 
side of a row. Each IOE can 
drive up to six row 
channels, and each IOE data 
and OE signal is driven by  
the local interconnect.

LAB
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Figure 15. SameFrame Pin-Out Example

Table 6 lists the 3.3-V FLEX 6000 devices with the SameFrame pin-out 
feature.

Output 
Configuration

This section discusses slew-rate control, the MultiVol t I/O interface, 
power sequencing, and hot-socketing for FLEX 6000 devices.

Slew-Rate Control

The output buffer in each IOE has an adjustable output slew-rate that can 
be configured for low-noise or high-speed performance. A slower 
slew-rate reduces system noise and adds a maximum delay of 6.8 ns. The 
fast slew-rate should be used for speed-critical outputs in systems that are 
adequately protected against noise. Designers can specify the slew-rate on 
a pin-by-pin basis during design entry or assign a default slew rate to all 
pins on a device-wide basis. The slew-rate setting affects only the falling 
edge of the output.

Designed for 256-Pin FineLine BGA Package
Printed Circuit Board

100-Pin FineLine BGA Package
(Reduced I/O Count or
Logic Requirements)

256-Pin FineLine BGA Package
(Increased I/O Count or

Logic Requirements)

100-Pin
FineLine

BGA

256-Pin
FineLine

BGA

Table 6. 3.3-V FLEX 6000 Devices with SameFrame Pin-Outs

Device 100-Pin FineLine BGA 256-Pin FineLine BGA

EPF6016A v v
EPF6024A v
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