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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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2.1.19 Analog Comparator (ACMP)

The Analog Comparator is used to compare the voltage of two analog inputs, with a digital output indi-
cating which input voltage is higher. Inputs can either be one of the selectable internal references or from
external pins. Response time and thereby also the current consumption can be configured by altering
the current supply to the comparator.

2.1.20 Voltage Comparator (VCMP)

The Voltage Supply Comparator is used to monitor the supply voltage from software. An interrupt can
be generated when the supply falls below or rises above a programmable threshold. Response time and
thereby also the current consumption can be configured by altering the current supply to the comparator.

2.1.21 Analog to Digital Converter (ADC)

The ADC is a Successive Approximation Register (SAR) architecture, with a resolution of up to 12 bits
at up to one million samples per second. The integrated input mux can select inputs from 8 external
pins and 6 internal signals.

2.1.22 Digital to Analog Converter (DAC)

The Digital to Analog Converter (DAC) can convert a digital value to an analog output voltage. The DAC
is fully differential rail-to-rail, with 12-bit resolution. It has two single ended output buffers which can be
combined into one differential output. The DAC may be used for a number of different applications such
as sensor interfaces or sound output.

2.1.23 Operational Amplifier (OPAMP)

The EFM32GG232 features 3 Operational Amplifiers. The Operational Amplifier is a versatile general
purpose amplifier with rail-to-rail differential input and rail-to-rail single ended output. The input can be set
to pin, DAC or OPAMP, whereas the output can be pin, OPAMP or ADC. The current is programmable
and the OPAMP has various internal configurations such as unity gain, programmable gain using internal
resistors etc.

2.1.24 Low Energy Sensor Interface (LESENSE)

The Low Energy Sensor Interface (LESENSETM), is a highly configurable sensor interface with support
for up to 16 individually configurable sensors. By controlling the analog comparators and DAC, LESENSE
is capable of supporting a wide range of sensors and measurement schemes, and can for instance mea-
sure LC sensors, resistive sensors and capacitive sensors. LESENSE also includes a programmable
FSM which enables simple processing of measurement results without CPU intervention. LESENSE is
available in energy mode EM2, in addition to EM0 and EM1, making it ideal for sensor monitoring in
applications with a strict energy budget.

2.1.25 Backup Power Domain

The backup power domain is a separate power domain containing a Backup Real Time Counter, BURTC,
and a set of retention registers, available in all energy modes. This power domain can be configured to
automatically change power source to a backup battery when the main power drains out. The backup
power domain enables the EFM32GG232 to keep track of time and retain data, even if the main power
source should drain out.

2.1.26 Advanced Encryption Standard Accelerator (AES)

The AES accelerator performs AES encryption and decryption with 128-bit or 256-bit keys. Encrypting or
decrypting one 128-bit data block takes 52 HFCORECLK cycles with 128-bit keys and 75 HFCORECLK
cycles with 256-bit keys. The AES module is an AHB slave which enables efficient access to the data
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

CADCIN Input capacitance   2  pF

RADCIN Input ON resistance  1   MOhm

RADCFILT Input RC filter resis-
tance

  10  kOhm

CADCFILT Input RC filter/de-
coupling capaci-
tance

  250  fF

fADCCLK ADC Clock Fre-
quency

   13 MHz

6 bit 7   ADC-
CLK
Cycles

8 bit 11   ADC-
CLK
Cycles

tADCCONV Conversion time

12 bit 13   ADC-
CLK
Cycles

tADCACQ Acquisition time Programmable 1  256 ADC-
CLK
Cycles

tADCACQVDD3 Required acquisi-
tion time for VDD/3
reference

 2   µs

Startup time of ref-
erence generator
and ADC core in
NORMAL mode

  5  µs

tADCSTART Startup time of ref-
erence generator
and ADC core in
KEEPADCWARM
mode

  1  µs

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, internal 1.25V refer-
ence

 59  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, internal 2.5V reference

 63  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, VDD reference

 65  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, internal 1.25V reference

 60  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, internal 2.5V reference

 65  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, 5V reference

 54  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, VDD reference

 67  dB

SNRADC
Signal to Noise Ra-
tio (SNR)

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, 2xVDD reference

 69  dB
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, sin-
gle ended, internal 1.25V refer-
ence

 62  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, internal 2.5V reference

 63  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, VDD reference

 67  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, internal 1.25V reference

 63  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, internal 2.5V reference

 66  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, 5V reference

 66  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, VDD reference

63 66  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, 2xVDD reference

 70  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, internal 1.25V refer-
ence

 58  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, internal 2.5V reference

 62  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, VDD reference

 64  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, internal 1.25V reference

 60  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, internal 2.5V reference

 64  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, 5V reference

 54  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, VDD reference

 66  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, 2xVDD reference

 68  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, sin-
gle ended, internal 1.25V refer-
ence

 61  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, internal 2.5V reference

 65  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, VDD reference

 66  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, internal 1.25V reference

 63  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, internal 2.5V reference

 66  dB

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, 5V reference

 66  dB

SINADADC

SIgnal-to-Noise
And Distortion-ratio
(SINAD)

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, VDD reference

62 65  dB
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Figure 3.22.  ADC Absolute Offset, Common Mode = Vdd /2

2.0 2.2 2.4 2.6 2.8 3.0 3.2 3.4 3.6 3.8
Vdd (V)

–4

–3

–2

–1

0

1

2

3

4

5

A
ct

u
al

 O
ff

se
t 

[L
SB

]

Vref= 1V25

Vref= 2V5

Vref= 2XVDDVSS

Vref= 5VDIFF

Vref= VDD

Offset vs Supply Voltage, Temp = 25°C

–40 –15 5 25 45 65 85
Temp (C)

–1.0

–0.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

A
ct

u
al

 O
ff

se
t 

[L
SB

]

VRef= 1V25

VRef= 2V5

VRef= 2XVDDVSS

VRef= 5VDIFF

VRef= VDD

Offset vs Temperature, Vdd = 3V

Figure 3.23.  ADC Dynamic Performance vs Temperature for all ADC References, Vdd = 3V
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Figure 3.24.  ADC Temperature sensor readout
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3.11 Digital Analog Converter (DAC)

Table 3.15. DAC

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

VDD voltage reference, single
ended

0  VDD V

VDACOUT
Output voltage
range VDD voltage reference, differ-

ential
-VDD  VDD V

VDACCM Output common
mode voltage range

 0  VDD V

500 kSamples/s, 12 bit  4001 6001 µA

100 kSamples/s, 12 bit  2001 2601 µAIDAC

Active current in-
cluding references
for 2 channels

1 kSamples/s 12 bit NORMAL  171 251 µA

SRDAC Sample rate    500 ksam-
ples/s

Continuous Mode   1000 kHz

Sample/Hold Mode   250 kHzfDAC
DAC clock frequen-
cy

Sample/Off Mode   250 kHz

CYCDACCONV Clock cyckles per
conversion

  2   

tDACCONV Conversion time  2   µs

tDACSETTLE Settling time   5  µs

500 kSamples/s, 12 bit, sin-
gle ended, internal 1.25V refer-
ence

 58  dB

500 kSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, internal 2.5V reference

 59  dBSNRDAC
Signal to Noise Ra-
tio (SNR)

500 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, internal 1.25V reference

 58  dB
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x0,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1, Unity
Gain

 13 17 µA

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0xF,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x0

 101  dB

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x7,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1

 98  dB
GOL Open Loop Gain

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x0,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1

 91  dB

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0xF,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x0

 6.1  MHz

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x7,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1

 1.8  MHz
GBWOPAMP

Gain Bandwidth
Product

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x0,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1

 0.25  MHz

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0xF,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x0, CL=75
pF

 64  °

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x7,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1, CL=75
pF

 58  °
PMOPAMP Phase Margin

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x0,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1, CL=75
pF

 58  °

RINPUT Input Resistance   100  Mohm

RLOAD Load Resistance  200   Ohm

ILOAD_DC DC Load Current    11 mA

OPAxHCMDIS=0 VSS  VDD V
VINPUT Input Voltage

OPAxHCMDIS=1 VSS  VDD-1.2 V

VOUTPUT Output Voltage  VSS  VDD V

Unity Gain, VSS<Vin<VDD,
OPAxHCMDIS=0

-13 0 11 mV

VOFFSET Input Offset Voltage
Unity Gain, VSS<Vin<VDD-1.2,
OPAxHCMDIS=1

 1  mV

VOFFSET_DRIFT Input Offset Voltage
Drift

   0.02 mV/°C

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0xF,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x0

 3.2  V/µs

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x7,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1

 0.8  V/µs
SROPAMP Slew Rate

(OPA2)BIASPROG=0x0,
(OPA2)HALFBIAS=0x1

 0.1  V/µs

Vout=1V, RESSEL=0,
0.1 Hz<f<10 kHz, OPAx-
HCMDIS=0

 101  µVRMS

NOPAMP Voltage Noise
Vout=1V, RESSEL=0,
0.1 Hz<f<10 kHz, OPAx-
HCMDIS=1

 141  µVRMS
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Figure 3.27.  OPAMP Negative Power Supply Rejection Ratio

Figure 3.28.  OPAMP Voltage Noise Spectral Density (Unity Gain) Vout=1V

Figure 3.29.  OPAMP Voltage Noise Spectral Density (Non-Unity Gain)
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4.5 TQFP64 Package

Figure 4.3. TQFP64

Note:

1. All dimensions & tolerancing confirm to ASME Y14.5M-1994.
2. The top package body size may be smaller than the bottom package body size.
3. Datum 'A,B', and 'B' to be determined at datum plane 'H'.
4. To be determined at seating place 'C'.
5. Dimension 'D1' and 'E1' do not include mold protrusions. Allowable protrusion is 0.25mm per side.

'D1' and 'E1' are maximum plastic body size dimension including mold mismatch. Dimension 'D1' and
'E1' shall be determined at datum plane 'H'.

6. Detail of Pin 1 indicatifier are option all but must be located within the zone indicated.
7. Dimension 'b' does not include dambar protrusion. Allowable dambar protrusion shall not cause the

lead width to exceed the maximum 'b' dimension by more than 0.08 mm. Dambar can not be located
on the lower radius or the foot. Minimum space between protrusion and an adjacent lead is 0.07 mm

8. Exact shape of each corner is optional.
9. These dimension apply to the flat section of the lead between 0.10 mm and 0.25 mm from the lead tip.
10.All dimensions are in millimeters.

Table 4.4. QFP64 (Dimensions in mm)

DIM MIN NOM MAX DIM MIN NOM MAX

A - 1.10 1.20 L1 -

A1 0.05 - 0.15 R1 0.08 - -

A2 0.95 1.00 1.05 R2 0.08 - 0.20
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A Disclaimer and Trademarks

A.1 Disclaimer

Silicon Laboratories intends to provide customers with the latest, accurate, and in-depth documentation
of all peripherals and modules available for system and software implementers using or intending to use
the Silicon Laboratories products. Characterization data, available modules and peripherals, memory
sizes and memory addresses refer to each specific device, and "Typical" parameters provided can and
do vary in different applications. Application examples described herein are for illustrative purposes only.
Silicon Laboratories reserves the right to make changes without further notice and limitation to product
information, specifications, and descriptions herein, and does not give warranties as to the accuracy
or completeness of the included information. Silicon Laboratories shall have no liability for the conse-
quences of use of the information supplied herein. This document does not imply or express copyright
licenses granted hereunder to design or fabricate any integrated circuits. The products must not be
used within any Life Support System without the specific written consent of Silicon Laboratories. A "Life
Support System" is any product or system intended to support or sustain life and/or health, which, if it
fails, can be reasonably expected to result in significant personal injury or death. Silicon Laboratories
products are generally not intended for military applications. Silicon Laboratories products shall under no
circumstances be used in weapons of mass destruction including (but not limited to) nuclear, biological
or chemical weapons, or missiles capable of delivering such weapons.

A.2 Trademark Information

Silicon Laboratories Inc., Silicon Laboratories, Silicon Labs, SiLabs and the Silicon Labs logo, CMEMS®,
EFM, EFM32, EFR, Energy Micro, Energy Micro logo and combinations thereof, "the world’s most ener-
gy friendly microcontrollers", Ember®, EZLink®, EZMac®, EZRadio®, EZRadioPRO®, DSPLL®, ISO-
modem®, Precision32®, ProSLIC®, SiPHY®, USBXpress® and others are trademarks or registered
trademarks of Silicon Laboratories Inc. ARM, CORTEX, Cortex-M3 and THUMB are trademarks or reg-
istered trademarks of ARM Holdings. Keil is a registered trademark of ARM Limited. All other products
or brand names mentioned herein are trademarks of their respective holders.











...the world’s most energy friendly microcontrollers

2016-03-21 - EFM32GG232FXX - d0125_Rev1.40 67 www.silabs.com

Table of Contents
1. Ordering Information ..................................................................................................................................  2
2. System Summary ......................................................................................................................................  3

2.1. System Introduction ......................................................................................................................... 3
2.2. Configuration Summary ....................................................................................................................  7
2.3. Memory Map .................................................................................................................................  8

3. Electrical Characteristics .............................................................................................................................  9
3.1. Test Conditions ..............................................................................................................................  9
3.2. Absolute Maximum Ratings ..............................................................................................................  9
3.3. General Operating Conditions ...........................................................................................................  9
3.4. Current Consumption .....................................................................................................................  10
3.5. Transition between Energy Modes .................................................................................................... 12
3.6. Power Management ....................................................................................................................... 12
3.7. Flash ..........................................................................................................................................  13
3.8. General Purpose Input Output .........................................................................................................  14
3.9. Oscillators ....................................................................................................................................  22
3.10. Analog Digital Converter (ADC) ......................................................................................................  27
3.11. Digital Analog Converter (DAC) ......................................................................................................  37
3.12. Operational Amplifier (OPAMP) ......................................................................................................  38
3.13. Analog Comparator (ACMP) ..........................................................................................................  42
3.14. Voltage Comparator (VCMP) .........................................................................................................  44
3.15. I2C ...........................................................................................................................................  44
3.16. USART SPI ................................................................................................................................  45
3.17. Digital Peripherals .......................................................................................................................  47

4. Pinout and Package .................................................................................................................................  48
4.1. Pinout .........................................................................................................................................  48
4.2. Alternate Functionality Pinout ..........................................................................................................  51
4.3. GPIO Pinout Overview ...................................................................................................................  55
4.4. Opamp Pinout Overview .................................................................................................................  55
4.5. TQFP64 Package .......................................................................................................................... 56

5. PCB Layout and Soldering ........................................................................................................................  58
5.1. Recommended PCB Layout ............................................................................................................  58
5.2. Soldering Information .....................................................................................................................  60

6. Chip Marking, Revision and Errata .............................................................................................................. 61
6.1. Chip Marking ................................................................................................................................  61
6.2. Revision ......................................................................................................................................  61
6.3. Errata .........................................................................................................................................  61

7. Revision History ......................................................................................................................................  62
7.1. Revision 1.40 ...............................................................................................................................  62
7.2. Revision 1.30 ...............................................................................................................................  62
7.3. Revision 1.21 ...............................................................................................................................  63
7.4. Revision 1.20 ...............................................................................................................................  63
7.5. Revision 1.10 ...............................................................................................................................  63
7.6. Revision 1.00 ...............................................................................................................................  64
7.7. Revision 0.98 ...............................................................................................................................  64
7.8. Revision 0.96 ...............................................................................................................................  64
7.9. Revision 0.95 ...............................................................................................................................  64
7.10. Revision 0.90 .............................................................................................................................. 64

A. Disclaimer and Trademarks .......................................................................................................................  65
A.1. Disclaimer ...................................................................................................................................  65
A.2. Trademark Information ...................................................................................................................  65

B. Contact Information .................................................................................................................................  66
B.1.  .................................................................................................................................................  66


