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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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40MX and 42MX FPGAs
Figure 2 • 42MX C-Module Implementation

The 42MX devices contain three types of logic modules: combinatorial (C-modules), sequential (S-
modules) and decode (D-modules). The following figure illustrates the combinatorial logic module. The 
S-module, shown in Figure 4, page 8, implements the same combinatorial logic function as the C-module 
while adding a sequential element. The sequential element can be configured as either a D-flip-flop or a 
transparent latch. The S-module register can be bypassed so that it implements purely combinatorial 
logic.

Figure 3 • 42MX C-Module Implementation
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40MX and 42MX FPGAs
tRD1 FO = 1 Routing Delay 2.0 2.2 2.5 3.0 4.2 ns

tRD2 FO = 2 Routing Delay 2.7 3.1 3.5 4.1 5.7 ns

tRD3 FO = 3 Routing Delay 3.4 3.9 4.4 5.2 7.3 ns

tRD4 FO = 4 Routing Delay 4.2 4.8 5.4 6.3 8.9 ns

tRD8 FO = 8 Routing Delay 7.1 8.2 9.2 10.9 15.2 ns

Logic Module Sequential Timing2

tSUD Flip-Flop (Latch)
Data Input Set-Up

4.3 4.9 5.6 6.6 9.2 ns

tHD
3 Flip-Flop (Latch)

Data Input Hold
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ns

tSUENA Flip-Flop (Latch) Enable Set-Up 4.3 4.9 5.6 6.6 9.2 ns

tHENA Flip-Flop (Latch) Enable Hold 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ns

tWCLKA Flip-Flop (Latch)
Clock Active Pulse Width

4.6 5.3 6.0 7.0 9.8 ns

tWASYN Flip-Flop (Latch) 
Asynchronous Pulse Width

4.6 5.3 6.0 7.0 9.8 ns

tA Flip-Flop Clock Input Period 6.8 7.8 8.9 10.4 14.6 ns

fMAX Flip-Flop (Latch) Clock 
Frequency (FO = 128)

109 101 92 80 48 MHz

Input Module Propagation Delays

tINYH Pad-to-Y HIGH 1.0 1.1 1.3 1.5 2.1 ns

tINYL Pad-to-Y LOW 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.3 1.9 ns

Input Module Predicted Routing Delays1

tIRD1 FO = 1 Routing Delay 2.9 3.4 3.8 4.5 6.3 ns

tIRD2 FO = 2 Routing Delay 3.6 4.2 4.8 5.6 7.8 ns

tIRD3 FO = 3 Routing Delay 4.4 5.0 5.7 6.7 9.4 ns

tIRD4 FO = 4 Routing Delay 5.1 5.9 6.7 7.8 11.0 ns

tIRD8 FO = 8 Routing Delay 8.0 9.26 10.5 12.6 17.3 ns

Global Clock Network

tCKH Input LOW to HIGH FO = 16
FO = 128

6.4
6.4

7.4
7.4

8.3
8.3

9.8
9.8

13.7
13.7

ns

tCKL Input HIGH to LOW FO = 16
FO = 128

6.7
6.7

7.8
7.8

8.8
8.8

10.4
10.4

14.5
14.5

ns

tPWH Minimum Pulse
Width HIGH

FO = 16
FO = 128

3.1
3.3

3.6
3.8

4.1
4.3

4.8
5.1

6.7
7.1

ns

tPWL Minimum Pulse
Width LOW

FO = 16
FO = 128

3.1
3.3

3.6
3.8

4.1
4.3

4.8
5.1

6.7
7.1

ns

tCKSW Maximum Skew FO = 16
FO = 128

0.6
0.8

0.6
0.9

0.7
1.0

0.8
1.2

1.2
1.6

ns

Table 35 • A40MX02 Timing Characteristics (Nominal 3.3 V Operation) (continued)
(Worst-Case Commercial Conditions, VCC = 3.0 V, TJ = 70°C)

Parameter / Description

–3 Speed –2 Speed –1 Speed Std Speed –F Speed

UnitsMin. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max.
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Package Pin Assignments
22 I/O

23 I/O

24 I/O

25 I/O

26 VCCA

27 I/O

28 I/O

29 VCCA

30 VCCI

31 GND

32 VCCA

33 LP

34 TCK, I/O

35 I/O

36 GND

37 I/O

38 I/O

39 I/O

40 I/O

41 I/O

42 I/O

43 I/O

44 I/O

45 I/O

46 I/O

47 I/O

48 GND

49 I/O

50 I/O

51 I/O

52 I/O

53 I/O

54 I/O

55 I/O

56 I/O

57 I/O

58 I/O

Table 59 • CQ256

CQ256

Pin Number A42MX36 Function
DS2136 Datasheet Revision 15.0 139



Package Pin Assignments
59 I/O

60 VCCA

61 GND

62 GND

63 NC

64 NC

65 NC

66 I/O

67 SDO, TDO, I/O

68 I/O 

69 WD, I/O

70 WD, I/O

71 I/O

72 VCCI

73 I/O

74 I/O

75 I/O

76 WD, I/O

77 GND

78 WD, I/O

79 I/O

80 QCLKB, I/O

81 I/O

82 I/O

83 I/O

84 I/O

85 I/O

86 I/O

87 WD, I/O

88 WD, I/O

89 I/O

90 I/O

91 I/O

92 I/O

93 I/O

94 I/O

95 VCCI

Table 59 • CQ256

CQ256

Pin Number A42MX36 Function
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Package Pin Assignments
Figure 51 • BG272

 

244 WD, I/O

245 I/O

246 I/O

247 I/O

248 VCCI

249 I/O

250 WD, I/O

251 WD, I/O

252 I/O

253 SDI, I/O

254 I/O

255 GND

256 NC

Table 60 • BG272

BG272

Pin Number A42MX36 Function

A1 GND

A2 GND

A3 I/O

A4  WD, I/O

A5 I/O

Table 59 • CQ256

CQ256

Pin Number A42MX36 Function

272-Pin PBGA
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Package Pin Assignments
D20 I/O

E1 I/O

E2 I/O

E3 I/O

E4 VCCA

E17 VCCI

E18 I/O

E19 I/O

E20 I/O

F1 I/O

F2 I/O

F3 I/O

F4 VCCI

F17 I/O

F18 I/O

F19 I/O

F20 I/O

G1 I/O

G2 I/O

G3 I/O

G4 VCCI

G17 VCCI

G18 I/O

G19 I/O

G20 I/O

H1 I/O

H2 I/O

H3 I/O

H4 VCCA

H17 I/O

H18 I/O

H19 I/O

H20 I/O

J1 I/O

J2 I/O

J3 I/O

J4 VCCI

Table 60 • BG272

BG272

Pin Number A42MX36 Function
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Package Pin Assignments
J9 GND

J10 GND

J11 GND

J12 GND

J17 VCCA

J18 I/O

J19 I/O

J20 I/O

K1 I/O

K2 I/O

K3 I/O

K4 VCCI

K9 GND

K10 GND

K11 GND

K12 GND

K17 I/O

K18 VCCA

K19 VCCA

K20 LP

L1 I/O

L2 I/O

L3 VCCA

L4 VCCA

L9 GND

L10 GND

L11 GND

L12 GND

L17 VCCI

L18 I/O

L19 I/O

L20 TCK, I/O

M1 I/O

M2 I/O

M3 I/O

M4 VCCI

M9 GND
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