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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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2 System Summary
2.1 System Introduction

The EFM32 MCUs are the world’s most energy friendly microcontrollers. With a unique combination
of the powerful 32-bit ARM Cortex-M0+, innovative low energy techniques, short wake-up time from
energy saving modes, and a wide selection of peripherals, the EFM32HG microcontroller is well suited
for any battery operated application as well as other systems requiring high performance and low-energy
consumption. This section gives a short introduction to each of the modules in general terms and also
shows a summary of the configuration for the EFM32HG308 devices. For a complete feature set and
in-depth information on the modules, the reader is referred to the EFM32HG Reference Manual.

A block diagram of the EFM32HG308 is shown in Figure 2.1 (p. 3) .

Figure 2.1. Block Diagram
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2.1.1 ARM Cortex-M0+ Core

The ARM Cortex-M0+ includes a 32-bit RISC processor which can achieve as much as 0.9 Dhrystone
MIPS/MHz. A Wake-up Interrupt Controller handling interrupts triggered while the CPU is asleep is in-
cluded as well. The EFM32 implementation of the Cortex-M0+ is described in detail in ARM Cortex-M0+
Devices Generic User Guide.

2.1.2 Debug Interface (DBG)

This device includes hardware debug support through a 2-pin serial-wire debug interface  and a Micro
Trace Buffer (MTB) for data/instruction tracing.

2.1.3 Memory System Controller (MSC)

The Memory System Controller (MSC) is the program memory unit of the EFM32HG microcontroller.
The flash memory is readable and writable from both the Cortex-M0+ and DMA. The flash memory is
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3 Electrical Characteristics
3.1 Test Conditions

3.1.1 Typical Values

The typical data are based on TAMB=25°C and VDD=3.0 V, as defined in Table 3.2 (p. 8) , unless
otherwise specified.

3.1.2 Minimum and Maximum Values

The minimum and maximum values represent the worst conditions of ambient temperature, supply volt-
age and frequencies, as defined in Table 3.2 (p. 8) , unless otherwise specified.

3.2 Absolute Maximum Ratings
The absolute maximum ratings are stress ratings, and functional operation under such conditions are
not guaranteed. Stress beyond the limits specified in Table 3.1 (p. 8)  may affect the device reliability
or cause permanent damage to the device. Functional operating conditions are given in Table 3.2 (p.
8) .

Table 3.1. Absolute Maximum Ratings

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

TSTG Storage tempera-
ture range

 -40  1501 °C

TS Maximum soldering
temperature

Latest IPC/JEDEC J-STD-020
Standard

  260 °C

VDDMAX External main sup-
ply voltage

 0  3.8 V

VIOPIN Voltage on any I/O
pin

 -0.3  VDD+0.3 V

1Based on programmed devices tested for 10000 hours at 150ºC. Storage temperature affects retention of preprogrammed cal-
ibration values stored in flash. Please refer to the Flash section in the Electrical Characteristics for information on flash data re-
tention for different temperatures.

3.3 General Operating Conditions

3.3.1 General Operating Conditions

Table 3.2. General Operating Conditions

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

TAMB Ambient temperature range -40  85 °C

VDDOP Operating supply voltage 1.98  3.8 V

fAPB Internal APB clock frequency   25 MHz

fAHB Internal AHB clock frequency   25 MHz
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

EM2 current with RTC
prescaled to 1 Hz, 32.768
kHz LFRCO, VDD= 3.0 V,
TAMB=85°C

 1.6 3.50 µA

EM3 current (ULFRCO en-
abled, LFRCO/LFXO disabled),
VDD= 3.0 V, TAMB=25°C

 0.6 0.90 µA

IEM3 EM3 current
EM3 current (ULFRCO en-
abled, LFRCO/LFXO disabled),
VDD= 3.0 V, TAMB=85°C

 1.2 2.65 µA

VDD= 3.0 V, TAMB=25°C  0.02 0.035 µA
IEM4 EM4 current

VDD= 3.0 V, TAMB=85°C  0.18 0.480 µA

3.4.1 EM0 Current Consumption
Figure 3.1.  EM0 Current consumption while executing prime number calculation code from flash
with HFRCO running at 24 MHz

Figure 3.2.  EM0 Current consumption while executing prime number calculation code from flash
with HFRCO running at 21 MHz
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Figure 3.3.  EM0 Current consumption while executing prime number calculation code from flash
with HFRCO running at 14 MHz

Figure 3.4.  EM0 Current consumption while executing prime number calculation code from flash
with HFRCO running at 11 MHz
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Figure 3.5.  EM0 Current consumption while executing prime number calculation code from flash
with HFRCO running at 6.6 MHz

3.4.2 EM1 Current Consumption

Figure 3.6.  EM1 Current consumption with all peripheral clocks disabled and HFRCO running
at 24 MHz
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Figure 3.7.  EM1 Current consumption with all peripheral clocks disabled and HFRCO running
at 21 MHz

Figure 3.8.  EM1 Current consumption with all peripheral clocks disabled and HFRCO running
at 14 MHz
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Figure 3.9.  EM1 Current consumption with all peripheral clocks disabled and HFRCO running
at 11 MHz

Figure 3.10.  EM1 Current consumption with all peripheral clocks disabled and HFRCO running
at 6.6 MHz
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

RPD I/O pin pull-down re-
sistor

  40  kOhm

RIOESD Internal ESD series
resistor

  200  Ohm

tIOGLITCH Pulse width of puls-
es to be removed
by the glitch sup-
pression filter

 10  50 ns

GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOWEST and load capaci-
tance CL=12.5-25pF.

20+0.1CL  250 ns

tIOOF Output fall time
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOW and load capacitance
CL=350-600pF

20+0.1CL  250 ns

VIOHYST I/O pin hysteresis
(VIOTHR+ - VIOTHR-)

VDD = 1.98 - 3.8 V 0.1VDD   V
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Figure 3.18. Typical Low-Level Output Current, 3.8V Supply Voltage
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Figure 3.22.  Calibrated HFRCO 7 MHz Band Frequency vs Supply Voltage and Temperature
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Figure 3.23.  Calibrated HFRCO 11 MHz Band Frequency vs Supply Voltage and Temperature
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Figure 3.24.  Calibrated HFRCO 14 MHz Band Frequency vs Supply Voltage and Temperature
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3.10 Analog Comparator (ACMP)
Table 3.15. ACMP

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

VACMPIN Input voltage range  0  VDD V

VACMPCM ACMP Common
Mode voltage range

 0  VDD V

BIASPROG=0b0000, FULL-
BIAS=0 and HALFBIAS=1 in
ACMPn_CTRL register

 0.1 0.4 µA

BIASPROG=0b1111, FULL-
BIAS=0 and HALFBIAS=0 in
ACMPn_CTRL register

 2.87 15 µA
IACMP Active current

BIASPROG=0b1111, FULL-
BIAS=1 and HALFBIAS=0 in
ACMPn_CTRL register

 195 520 µA

Internal voltage reference off.
Using external voltage refer-
ence

 0  µA

IACMPREF

Current consump-
tion of internal volt-
age reference

Internal voltage reference  5  µA

VACMPOFFSET Offset voltage BIASPROG= 0b1010, FULL-
BIAS=0 and HALFBIAS=0 in
ACMPn_CTRL register

-12 0 12 mV

VACMPHYST ACMP hysteresis Programmable  17  mV

CSRESSEL=0b00 in
ACMPn_INPUTSEL

 40  kOhm

CSRESSEL=0b01 in
ACMPn_INPUTSEL

 70  kOhm

CSRESSEL=0b10 in
ACMPn_INPUTSEL

 101  kOhm
RCSRES

Capacitive Sense
Internal Resistance

CSRESSEL=0b11 in
ACMPn_INPUTSEL

 132  kOhm

tACMPSTART Startup time    10 µs

The total ACMP current is the sum of the contributions from the ACMP and its internal voltage reference
as given in Equation 3.1 (p. 33) . IACMPREF is zero if an external voltage reference is used.

Total ACMP Active Current
 IACMPTOTAL = IACMP + IACMPREF  (3.1)
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Figure 3.26.  ACMP Characteristics, Vdd = 3V, Temp = 25°C, FULLBIAS = 0, HALFBIAS = 1
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3.11 Voltage Comparator (VCMP)
Table 3.16. VCMP

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

VVCMPIN Input voltage range   VDD  V

VVCMPCM VCMP Common
Mode voltage range

  VDD  V

BIASPROG=0b0000 and
HALFBIAS=1 in VCMPn_CTRL
register

 0.2 0.8 µA

IVCMP Active current
BIASPROG=0b1111 and
HALFBIAS=0 in VCMPn_CTRL
register. LPREF=0.

 22 35 µA

tVCMPREF Startup time refer-
ence generator

NORMAL  10  µs

Single ended  10  mV
VVCMPOFFSET Offset voltage

Differential  10  mV

VVCMPHYST VCMP hysteresis   17  mV

tVCMPSTART Startup time    10 µs

The VDD trigger level can be configured by setting the TRIGLEVEL field of the VCMP_CTRL register in
accordance with the following equation:

VCMP Trigger Level as a Function of Level Setting
VDD Trigger Level=1.667V+0.034 ×TRIGLEVEL (3.2)

3.12 I2C
Table 3.17. I2C Standard-mode (Sm)

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

fSCL SCL clock frequency 0  1001 kHz

tLOW SCL clock low time 4.7   µs

tHIGH SCL clock high time 4.0   µs

tSU,DAT SDA set-up time 250   ns

tHD,DAT SDA hold time 8  34502,3 ns

tSU,STA Repeated START condition set-up time 4.7   µs

tHD,STA (Repeated) START condition hold time 4.0   µs

tSU,STO STOP condition set-up time 4.0   µs

tBUF Bus free time between a STOP and START condition 4.7   µs
1For the minimum HFPERCLK frequency required in Standard-mode, see the I2C chapter in the EFM32HG Reference Manual.
2The maximum SDA hold time (tHD,DAT) needs to be met only when the device does not stretch the low time of SCL (tLOW).
3When transmitting data, this number is guaranteed only when I2Cn_CLKDIV < ((3450*10-9 [s] * fHFPERCLK [Hz]) - 5).
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Table 3.18. I2C Fast-mode (Fm)

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

fSCL SCL clock frequency 0  4001 kHz

tLOW SCL clock low time 1.3   µs

tHIGH SCL clock high time 0.6   µs

tSU,DAT SDA set-up time 100   ns

tHD,DAT SDA hold time 8  9002,3 ns

tSU,STA Repeated START condition set-up time 0.6   µs

tHD,STA (Repeated) START condition hold time 0.6   µs

tSU,STO STOP condition set-up time 0.6   µs

tBUF Bus free time between a STOP and START condition 1.3   µs
1For the minimum HFPERCLK frequency required in Fast-mode, see the I2C chapter in the EFM32HG Reference Manual.
2The maximum SDA hold time (tHD,DAT) needs to be met only when the device does not stretch the low time of SCL (tLOW).
3When transmitting data, this number is guaranteed only when I2Cn_CLKDIV < ((900*10-9 [s] * fHFPERCLK [Hz]) - 5).

Table 3.19. I2C Fast-mode Plus (Fm+)

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

fSCL SCL clock frequency 0  10001 kHz

tLOW SCL clock low time 0.5   µs

tHIGH SCL clock high time 0.26   µs

tSU,DAT SDA set-up time 50   ns

tHD,DAT SDA hold time 8   ns

tSU,STA Repeated START condition set-up time 0.26   µs

tHD,STA (Repeated) START condition hold time 0.26   µs

tSU,STO STOP condition set-up time 0.26   µs

tBUF Bus free time between a STOP and START condition 0.5   µs
1For the minimum HFPERCLK frequency required in Fast-mode Plus, see the I2C chapter in the EFM32HG Reference Manual.

3.13 USB
The USB hardware in the EFM32HG308 passes all tests for USB 2.0 Full Speed certification. The test
report will be distributed with application note "AN0046 - USB Hardware Design Guide" when ready.

Table 3.20. USB

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

VUSBOUT USB regulator out-
put voltage

 3.1 3.4 3.7 V

BIASPROG=0, TAMB=25°C 55.7 79.4 104.1 mA

BIASPROG=1, TAMB=25°C 66.0 95.9 126.4 mA

BIASPROG=2, TAMB=25°C 94.6 146.5 188.1 mA
IUSBOUT

USB regulator out-
put current

BIASPROG=3, TAMB=25°C 80.4 128.3 176.0 mA
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5 PCB Layout and Soldering
5.1 Recommended PCB Layout

Figure 5.1. QFN24 PCB Land Pattern
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Table 5.1. QFN24 PCB Land Pattern Dimensions (Dimensions in mm)

Symbol Dim. (mm) Symbol Pin number Symbol Pin number

a 0.80 P1 1 P8 24

b 0.30 P2 6 P9 25

c 0.65 P3 7 - -

d 5.00 P4 12 - -

e 5.00 P5 13 - -

f 3.60 P6 18 - -

g 3.60 P7 19 - -
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Figure 5.2. QFN24 PCB Solder Mask
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Table 5.2. QFN24 PCB Solder Mask Dimensions (Dimensions in mm)

Symbol Dim. (mm) Symbol Dim. (mm)

a 0.92 e 5.00

b 0.42 f 3.72

c 0.65 g 3.72

d 5.00 - -



...the world's most energy friendly microcontrollers

2015-12-04 - EFM32HG308FXX - d0295_Rev1.00 47 www.silabs.com

6 Chip Marking, Revision and Errata
6.1 Chip Marking

In the illustration below package fields and position are shown.

Figure 6.1. Example Chip Marking (top view)

6.2 Revision
The revision of a chip can be determined from the "Revision" field in Figure 6.1 (p. 47) .

6.3 Errata
Please see the errata document for EFM32HG308 for description and resolution of device erratas. This
document is available in Simplicity Studio and online at:
http://www.silabs.com/support/pages/document-library.aspx?p=MCUs--32-bit
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7 Revision History
7.1 Revision 1.00

December 4th, 2015

Updated all specs with results of full characterization.

Updated part number to revision B.

Added the USB electrical specifications table.

7.2 Revision 0.91
May 6th, 2015

Updated current consumption table for energy modes.

Updated GPIO max leakage current.

Updated startup time for HFXO and LFXO.

Updated current consumption for HFRCO and LFRCO.

Updated ADC current consumption.

Updated IDAC characteristics tables.

Updated ACMP internal resistance.

Updated VCMP current consumption.

7.3 Revision 0.90
March 16th, 2015

Note
This datasheet revision applies to a product under development. It’s characteristics and
specifications are subject to change without notice.

Corrected EM2 current consumption condition in Electrical Characteristics section.

Updated GPIO electrical characteristics.

Updated Max ESRHFXO value for Crystal Frequency of 25 MHz.

Updated LFRCO plots.

Updated HFRCO table and plots.

Updated ADC table and temp sensor plot.

Added DMA current in Digital Peripherals section.

Updated block diagram.

Updated Package dimensions table.

Corrected leadframe type to matte-Sn.
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7.4 Revision 0.20
December 11th, 2014

Preliminary Release.



...the world's most energy friendly microcontrollers

2015-12-04 - EFM32HG308FXX - d0295_Rev1.00 50 www.silabs.com

A Disclaimer and Trademarks
A.1 Disclaimer

Silicon Laboratories intends to provide customers with the latest, accurate, and in-depth documentation
of all peripherals and modules available for system and software implementers using or intending to use
the Silicon Laboratories products. Characterization data, available modules and peripherals, memory
sizes and memory addresses refer to each specific device, and "Typical" parameters provided can and
do vary in different applications. Application examples described herein are for illustrative purposes only.
Silicon Laboratories reserves the right to make changes without further notice and limitation to product
information, specifications, and descriptions herein, and does not give warranties as to the accuracy
or completeness of the included information. Silicon Laboratories shall have no liability for the conse-
quences of use of the information supplied herein. This document does not imply or express copyright
licenses granted hereunder to design or fabricate any integrated circuits. The products must not be
used within any Life Support System without the specific written consent of Silicon Laboratories. A "Life
Support System" is any product or system intended to support or sustain life and/or health, which, if it
fails, can be reasonably expected to result in significant personal injury or death. Silicon Laboratories
products are generally not intended for military applications. Silicon Laboratories products shall under no
circumstances be used in weapons of mass destruction including (but not limited to) nuclear, biological
or chemical weapons, or missiles capable of delivering such weapons.

A.2 Trademark Information
Silicon Laboratories Inc., Silicon Laboratories, Silicon Labs, SiLabs and the Silicon Labs logo, CMEMS®,
EFM, EFM32, EFR, Energy Micro, Energy Micro logo and combinations thereof, "the world’s most ener-
gy friendly microcontrollers", Ember®, EZLink®, EZMac®, EZRadio®, EZRadioPRO®, DSPLL®, ISO-
modem®, Precision32®, ProSLIC®, SiPHY®, USBXpress® and others are trademarks or registered
trademarks of Silicon Laboratories Inc. ARM, CORTEX, Cortex-M3 and THUMB are trademarks or reg-
istered trademarks of ARM Holdings. Keil is a registered trademark of ARM Limited. All other products
or brand names mentioned herein are trademarks of their respective holders.


