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preset/load, synchronous clear, synchronous load, and clock enable
control for the register. These LAB-wide signals are available in all LE
modes. The addnsub control signal is allowed in arithmetic mode.

The Quartus II software, in conjunction with parameterized functions
such as library of parameterized modules (LPM) functions, automatically
chooses the appropriate mode for common functions such as counters,
adders, subtractors, and arithmetic functions. If required, you can also
create special-purpose functions that specify which LE operating mode to
use for optimal performance.

Normal Mode

The normal mode is suitable for general logic applications and
combinatorial functions. In normal mode, four data inputs from the LAB
local interconnect are inputs to a four-input LUT (see Figure 2-6). The
Quartus II Compiler automatically selects the carry-in or the data3
signal as one of the inputs to the LUT. Each LE can use LUT chain
connections to drive its combinatorial output directly to the next LE in the
LAB. Asynchronous load data for the register comes from the data3
input of the LE. LEs in normal mode support packed registers.

Figure 2-6. LE in Normal Mode
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Note to Figure 2-6:

(1)  This signal is only allowed in normal mode if the LE is at the end of an adder/subtractor chain.
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Figure 2-9. R4 Interconnect Connections

Notes to Figure 2-9:
C4 interconnects can drive R4 interconnects.
This pattern is repeated for every LAB in the LAB row.
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The column interconnect operates similarly to the row interconnect. Each
column of LABs is served by a dedicated column interconnect, which
vertically routes signals to and from LABs, M4K memory blocks, and row
and column IOEs. These column resources include:

B LUT chain interconnects within a LAB

B Register chain interconnects within a LAB

B C4interconnects traversing a distance of four blocks in an up and
down direction

Cyclone devices include an enhanced interconnect structure within LABs
for routing LE output to LE input connections faster using LUT chain
connections and register chain connections. The LUT chain connection
allows the combinatorial output of an LE to directly drive the fast input
of the LE right below it, bypassing the local interconnect. These resources
can be used as a high-speed connection for wide fan-in functions from
LE 1 to LE 10 in the same LAB. The register chain connection allows the
register output of one LE to connect directly to the register input of the
next LE in the LAB for fast shift registers. The Quartus II Compiler
automatically takes advantage of these resources to improve utilization
and performance. Figure 2-10 shows the LUT chain and register chain
interconnects.
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Figure 2-11. C4 Interconnect Connections  Note (1)
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(1)  Each C4 interconnect can drive either up or down four rows.
2-16 Altera Corporation

May 2008



Cyclone Device Handbook, Volume 1

Embedded
Memory

2-18

The Cyclone embedded memory consists of columns of M4K memory
blocks. EP1C3 and EP1C6 devices have one column of M4K blocks, while
EP1C12 and EP1C20 devices have two columns (refer to Table 1-1 on
page 1-1 for total RAM bits per density). Each M4K block can implement
various types of memory with or without parity, including true dual-port,
simple dual-port, and single-port RAM, ROM, and FIFO buffers. The
M4K blocks support the following features:

4,608 RAM bits

250 MHz performance
True dual-port memory
Simple dual-port memory
Single-port memory
Byte enable

Parity bits

Shift register

FIFO buffer

ROM

Mixed clock mode

F
t“[’:

Violating the setup or hold time on the address registers could
corrupt the memory contents. This applies to both read and
write operations.

Memory Modes

The M4K memory blocks include input registers that synchronize writes
and output registers to pipeline designs and improve system
performance. M4K blocks offer a true dual-port mode to support any
combination of two-port operations: two reads, two writes, or one read
and one write at two different clock frequencies. Figure 2-12 shows true
dual-port memory.

Figure 2-12. True Dual-Port Memory Configuration
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Embedded Memory

register outputs (number of taps 1 x width w) must be less than the
maximum data width of the M4K RAM block (x36). To create larger shift
registers, multiple memory blocks are cascaded together.

Data is written into each address location at the falling edge of the clock
and read from the address at the rising edge of the clock. The shift register
mode logic automatically controls the positive and negative edge
clocking to shift the data in one clock cycle. Figure 2-14 shows the M4K
memory block in the shift register mode.

Figure 2-14. Shift Register Memory Configuration
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Memory Configuration Sizes

The memory address depths and output widths can be configured as
4,096 x1,2,048 x2,1,024 x 4, 512 x 8 (or 512 x 9 bits), 256 x 16 (or 256 x 18
bits), and 128 x 32 (or 128 x 36 bits). The 128 x 32- or 36-bit configuration
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Figure 2-15. M4K RAM Block Control Signals
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Figure 2-18. Input/Output Clock Mode in True Dual-Port Mode
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Notes to Figure 2-18:
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External Clock Inputs

Each PLL supports single-ended or differential inputs for source-
synchronous receivers or for general-purpose use. The dedicated clock
pins (CLK[3. . 0]) feed the PLL inputs. These dual-purpose pins can also
act as LVDS input pins. See Figure 2-25.

Table 2-8 shows the I/O standards supported by PLL input and output
pins.

Table 2-8. PLL 1/0 Standards

1/0 Standard CLK Input EXTCLK Output
3.3-V LVTTL/LVCMOS
2.5-V LVTTL/LVCMOS
1.8-V LVTTL/LVCMOS

1.5-V LVCMOS

3.3-V PCI
LvDS

SSTL-2 class |

SSTL-2 class Il

SSTL-3class |

NEAYAYAYAYAYAYAYANAN

SSTL-3 class Il

NEYAYAYAYAYAYA YA YA NN

Differential SSTL-2

For more information on LVDS I/O support, refer to “LVDS I/O Pins” on
page 2-54.

External Clock Outputs

Each PLL supports one differential or one single-ended output for
source-synchronous transmitters or for general-purpose external clocks.
If the PLL does not use these PLL_OUT pins, the pins are available for use
as general-purpose I/O pins. The PLL_OUT pins support all I/O
standards shown in Table 2-8.

The external clock outputs do not have their own V¢ and ground voltage
supplies. Therefore, to minimize jitter, do not place switching I/O pins
next to these output pins. The EP1C3 device in the 100-pin TQFP package

Altera Corporation
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does not have dedicated clock output pins. The EP1C6 device in the
144-pin TQFP package only supports dedicated clock outputs from
PLL 1.

Clock Feedbhack

Cyclone PLLs have three modes for multiplication and/or phase shifting:

B Zero delay buffer mode—The external clock output pin is phase-
aligned with the clock input pin for zero delay.

B Normal mode—¥ the design uses an internal PLL clock output, the
normal mode compensates for the internal clock delay from the input
clock pin to the IOE registers. The external clock output pin is phase
shifted with respect to the clock input pin if connected in this mode.
You defines which internal clock output from the PLL should be
phase-aligned to compensate for internal clock delay.

B No compensation mode—In this mode, the PLL will not compensate
for any clock networks.

Phase Shifting

Cyclone PLLs have an advanced clock shift capability that enables
programmable phase shifts. You can enter a phase shift (in degrees or
time units) for each PLL clock output port or for all outputs together in
one shift. You can perform phase shifting in time units with a resolution
range of 125 to 250 ps. The finest resolution equals one eighth of the VCO
period. The VCO period is a function of the frequency input and the
multiplication and division factors. Each clock output counter can choose
a different phase of the VCO period from up to eight taps. You can use this
clock output counter along with an initial setting on the post-scale
counter to achieve a phase-shift range for the entire period of the output
clock. The phase tap feedback to the m counter can shift all outputs to a
single phase. The Quartus II software automatically sets the phase taps
and counter settings according to the phase shift entered.

Lock Detect Signal

The lock output indicates that there is a stable clock output signal in
phase with the reference clock. Without any additional circuitry, the lock
signal may toggle as the PLL begins tracking the reference clock.
Therefore, you may need to gate the lock signal for use as a
system-control signal. For correct operation of the lock circuit below

-20 C, fin/n > 200 MHz.
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IOEs support many features, including:

Differential and single-ended I/O standards

3.3-V, 64- and 32-bit, 66- and 33-MHz PCI compliance
Joint Test Action Group (JTAG) boundary-scan test (BST) support
Output drive strength control

Weak pull-up resistors during configuration
Slew-rate control

Tri-state buffers

Bus-hold circuitry

Programmable pull-up resistors in user mode
Programmable input and output delays

Open-drain outputs

DQ and DQS I/0O pins

Cyclone device IOEs contain a bidirectional I/O buffer and three registers
for complete embedded bidirectional single data rate transfer.

Figure 2-27 shows the Cyclone IOE structure. The IOE contains one input
register, one output register, and one output enable register. You can use
the input registers for fast setup times and output registers for fast
clock-to-output times. Additionally, you can use the output enable (OE)
register for fast clock-to-output enable timing. The Quartus II software
automatically duplicates a single OE register that controls multiple
output or bidirectional pins. IOEs can be used as input, output, or
bidirectional pins.
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The pin's datain signals can drive the logic array. The logic array drives
the control and data signals, providing a flexible routing resource. The
row or column IOE clocks, 1o _clk[5..0], provide a dedicated routing
resource for low-skew, high-speed clocks. The global clock network
generates the IOE clocks that feed the row or column I/O regions (see
“Global Clock Network and Phase-Locked Loops” on page 2-29).
Figure 2-30 illustrates the signal paths through the I/O block.

Figure 2-30. Signal Path through the 1/0 Block

To Logic
Array

From Logic
Array

Row or Column

io_clk[5..0]

io_datain

comb_io_datain

io_csclr

io_coe

io_cce_in

io_cce_out

io_caclr

io_cclk

io_dataout

o~ To Other
"~ 10Es
A\
<
Pl
-
oe
»
ce_in
— »
ce_out
> >
Data and aclr/preset I0E
—> Control > —F
Signal sl
> Selection »
clk_in
—> >
clk_out
4> »
dataout -

Altera Corporation

May 2008

Each IOE contains its own control signal selection for the following
control signals: oe, ce_in, ce _out, aclr/preset, sclr/preset,
clk in,and clk_out. Figure 2-31 illustrates the control signal
selection.
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to automatically minimize setup time while providing a zero hold time.
Programmable delays can increase the register-to-pin delays for output
registers. Table 2-9 shows the programmable delays for Cyclone devices.

Table 2-9. Cyclone Programmable Delay Chain

Programmable Delays Quartus Il Logic Option
Input pin to logic array delay Decrease input delay to internal cells
Input pin to input register delay Decrease input delay to input registers
Output pin delay Increase delay to output pin

There are two paths in the IOE for a combinatorial input to reach the logic
array. Each of the two paths can have a different delay. This allows you
adjust delays from the pin to internal LE registers that reside in two
different areas of the device. The designer sets the two combinatorial
input delays by selecting different delays for two different paths under
the Decrease input delay to internal cells logic option in the Quartus II
software. When the input signal requires two different delays for the
combinatorial input, the input register in the IOE is no longer available.

The IOE registers in Cyclone devices share the same source for clear or
preset. The designer can program preset or clear for each individual IOE.
The designer can also program the registers to power up high or low after
configuration is complete. If programmed to power up low, an
asynchronous clear can control the registers. If programmed to power up
high, an asynchronous preset can control the registers. This feature
prevents the inadvertent activation of another device's active-low input
upon power up. If one register in an IOE uses a preset or clear signal then
all registers in the IOE must use that same signal if they require preset or
clear. Additionally a synchronous reset signal is available to the designer
for the IOE registers.

External RAM Interfacing

Cyclone devices support DDR SDRAM and FCRAM interfaces at up to
133 MHz through dedicated circuitry.

DDR SDRAM and FCRAM

Cyclone devices have dedicated circuitry for interfacing with DDR
SDRAM. All I/O banks support DDR SDRAM and FCRAM 1/0 pins.
However, the configuration input pins in bank 1 must operate at 2.5 V
because the SSTL-2 Vo level is 2.5 V. Additionally, the configuration

Altera Corporation
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1/0 Structure

output pins (nSTATUS and CONF_DONE) and all the JTAG pins inI/O
bank 3 must operate at 2.5 V because the Vo level of SSTL-2is 2.5 V.
I/Obanks 1, 2, 3, and 4 support DQS signals with DQ bus modes of x 8.

For x 8 mode, there are up to eight groups of programmable DQS and DQ
pins, I/O banks 1, 2, 3, and 4 each have two groups in the 324-pin and
400-pin FineLine BGA packages. Each group consists of one DQS pin, a
set of eight DQ pins, and one DM pin (see Figure 2-33). Each DQS pin
drives the set of eight DQ pins within that group.

Figure 2-33. Cyclone Device DQ and DQS Groups in x8 Mode Note (1)
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ESleee TH 000 5

K oeeoe 5 000 [T

T

DQ Pins

Note to Figure 2-33:
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L EEEEL

(1)  Each DQ group consists of one DQS pin, eight DQ pins, and one DM pin.

DM Pin

Table 2-10 shows the number of DQ pin groups per device.

Table 2-10. DQ Pin Groups (Part 1 of 2)

. Numberof x8D Total DQ Pin
Device Package Pin Groups ‘ 00u2t
EP1C3 100-pin TQFP (1) 3 24
144-pin TQFP 4 32
EP1C4 324-pin FineLine BGA 8 64
400-pin FineLine BGA 8 64
Altera Corporation 2-47
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Il="  Cyclone devices must be within the first 8 devices in a JTAG
chain. All of these devices have the same JTAG controller. If any
of the Cyclone devices are in the 9th or after they will fail
configuration. This does not affect the SignalTap® II logic
analyzer.

For more information on JTAG, refer to the following documents:

B AN 39:IEEE Std. 1149.1 (JTAG) Boundary-Scan Testing in Altera Devices
B Jam Programming & Test Language Specification

Cyclone devices feature the SignalTap Il embedded logic analyzer, which
monitors design operation over a period of time through the IEEE

Std. 1149.1 (JTAG) circuitry. A designer can analyze internal logic at speed
without bringing internal signals to the I/O pins. This feature is
particularly important for advanced packages, such as FineLine BGA
packages, because it can be difficult to add a connection to a pin during
the debugging process after a board is designed and manufactured.

The logic, circuitry, and interconnects in the Cyclone architecture are
configured with CMOS SRAM elements. Altera FPGAs are
reconfigurable and every device is tested with a high coverage
production test program so the designer does not have to perform fault
testing and can instead focus on simulation and design verification.

Cyclone devices are configured at system power-up with data stored in
an Altera configuration device or provided by a system controller. The
Cyclone device's optimized interface allows the device to act as controller
in an active serial configuration scheme with the new low-cost serial
configuration device. Cyclone devices can be configured in under 120 ms
using serial data at 20 MHz. The serial configuration device can be
programmed via the ByteBlaster II download cable, the Altera
Programming Unit (APU), or third-party programmers.

In addition to the new low-cost serial configuration device, Altera offers
in-system programmability (ISP)-capable configuration devices that can
configure Cyclone devices via a serial data stream. The interface also
enables microprocessors to treat Cyclone devices as memory and
configure them by writing to a virtual memory location, making
reconfiguration easy. After a Cyclone device has been configured, it can
be reconfigured in-circuit by resetting the device and loading new data.
Real-time changes can be made during system operation, enabling
innovative reconfigurable computing applications.
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A I:l == A 4. DC and Switching

= ® Characteristics
€51004-1.7
0 p erating Cyclone® devices are offered in both commercial, industrial, and
Conditi extended temperature grades. However, industrial-grade and extended-
onditons temperature-grade devices may have limited speed-grade availability.
Tables 4-1 through 4-16 provide information on absolute maximum
ratings, recommended operating conditions, DC operating conditions,
and capacitance for Cyclone devices.

Table 4-1. Cyclone Device Absolute Maximum Ratings  Notes (1), (2)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Maximum Unit
Veont Supply voltage With respect to ground (3) -0.5 2.4 Vv
Veeio -0.5 4.6 \"
Veea Supply voltage With respect to ground (3) -0.5 24 \
V, DC input voltage -0.5 4.6 \
lout DC output current, per pin -25 25 mA
Tsta Storage temperature No bias —65 150 °C
Tams Ambient temperature Under bias —65 135 °C
T, Junction temperature BGA packages under bias — 135 °C

Table 4-2. Cyclone Device Recommended Operating Conditions (Part 1 of 2)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Maximum Unit

Veoint Supply voltage for internal logic (4) 1.425 1.575 Vv
and input buffers

Vecio Supply voltage for output buffers, (4) 3.00 3.60 Vv
3.3-V operation
Supply voltage for output buffers, (4) 2.375 2.625 \Y
2.5-V operation
Supply voltage for output buffers, (4) 1.71 1.89 \Y
1.8-V operation
Supply voltage for output buffers, (4) 1.4 1.6 \Y
1.5-V operation

V, Input voltage (3), (5) -0.5 41 Vv

Altera Corporation 4-1
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Operating Conditions

Table 4-10. 3.3-V PCI Specifications (Part 2 of 2)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum | Unit
Vou High-level output voltage | loyt = 500 pA 0.9 x — — \Y
Vecio
VoL Low-level output voltage lout = 1,500 pA — — 0.1 x \Y
Vecio
Table 4-11. SSTL-2 Class I Specifications
Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum Unit
Veeio Output supply voltage — 2.375 2.5 2.625 \Y
Vi Termination voltage — Vger —0.04 VRer Vger + 0.04
VRer Reference voltage — 1.15 1.25 1.35 \Y
ViH High-level input voltage — Vgeg +0.18 — 3.0 \'%
Vi Low-level input voltage — -0.3 — Vger —0.18 \
Vou High-level output voltage | loy =-8.1 mA Vi1 +0.57 — — \
(11)
VoL Low-level output voltage lo,=8.1mA (11) — — Vi1 —0.57 \
Table 4-12. SSTL-2 Class Il Specifications
Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum Unit
Vecio Output supply voltage — 2.3 25 2.7 \
Vit Termination voltage — Vger —0.04 VR8er Vgeg + 0.04
VRer Reference voltage — 1.15 1.25 1.35 \
Viy High-level input voltage — Vger +0.18 — Veeio + 0.3 \
Vi Low-level input voltage — -0.3 — Vger —0.18 \'%
Von High-level output voltage | lopy=-16.4mA | Vit +0.76 — — \
(11)
VoL Low-level output voltage loL =16.4 mA — — Vi1 —-0.76 \'%
(11)
Table 4-13. SSTL-3 Class | Specifications (Part 1 of 2)
Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum Unit
Veeio Output supply voltage — 3.0 3.3 3.6 \Y
Vit Termination voltage — Vger —0.05 VRer Vgeg + 0.05 \%

Altera Corporation
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Timing Model

Typically, the user-mode current during device operation is lower than
the power-up current in Table 4-17. Altera recommends using the
Cyclone Power Calculator, available on the Altera web site, to estimate
the user-mode Iyt consumption and then select power supplies or
regulators based on the higher value.

Timi ng M odel The DirectDrive technology and MultiTrack interconnect ensure
predictable performance, accurate simulation, and accurate timing
analysis across all Cyclone device densities and speed grades. This
section describes and specifies the performance, internal, external, and
PLL timing specifications.

All specifications are representative of worst-case supply voltage and
junction temperature conditions.

Preliminary and Final Timing

Timing models can have either preliminary or final status. The
Quartus® II software issues an informational message during the design
compilation if the timing models are preliminary. Table 4-18 shows the
status of the Cyclone device timing models.

Preliminary status means the timing model is subject to change. Initially,
timing numbers are created using simulation results, process data, and
other known parameters. These tests are used to make the preliminary
numbers as close to the actual timing parameters as possible.

Final timing numbers are based on actual device operation and testing.
These numbers reflect the actual performance of the device under
worst-case voltage and junction temperature conditions.

Table 4-18. Cyclone Device Timing Model Status

Device Preliminary Final
EP1C3 —

EP1C4 —

EP1C6 —
EP1C12 —

EP1C20 —

ANENANANAN

Altera Corporation 4-9
May 2008



Cyclone Device Handbook, Volume 1

Figure 4-2. External Timing in Cyclone Devices
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All external I/O timing parameters shown are for 3.3-V LVTTL I/O
standard with the maximum current strength and fast slew rate. For
external I/O timing using standards other than LVTTL or for different
current strengths, use the I/O standard input and output delay adders in

Tables 4-40 through 4-44.

Table 4-29 shows the external I/O timing parameters when using global

clock networks.

Table 4-29. Cyclone Global Clock External I/0 Timing Parameters

Notes (1), (2) (Part10f2)

Symbol Parameter Conditions
tinsu Setup time for input or bidirectional pin using IOE input —
register with global clock fed by CLK pin
tinH Hold time for input or bidirectional pin using IOE input —
register with global clock fed by CLK pin
toutco Clock-to-output delay output or bidirectional pin using IOE | C oap = 10 pF
output register with global clock fed by CLK pin
tiNsuPLL Setup time for input or bidirectional pin using IOE input —
register with global clock fed by Enhanced PLL with default
phase setting
tINHPLL Hold time for input or bidirectional pin using IOE input —
register with global clock fed by enhanced PLL with default
phase setting
4-16 Altera Corporation
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Tables 4-32 through 4-33 show the external timing parameters on column
and row pins for EP1C4 devices.

Table 4-32. EP1C4 Column Pin Global Clock External I/0 Timing

Parameters Note (1)

-6 Speed Grade | -7 Speed Grade | -8 Speed Grade
Symbol Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tinsu 2.471 — 2.841 — 3.210 — ns
tinm 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns
toutco 2.000 | 3.937 | 2.000 | 4.526 | 2.000 | 5.119 ns
tiNnsuPLL 1.471 — 1.690 — 1.910 — ns
tNHPLL 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns
toutcopLL | 0.500 | 2.080 | 0.500 | 2.392 | 0.500 | 2.705 ns
Table 4-33. EP1C4 Row Pin Global Clock External I/0 Timing
Parameters Note (1)
-6 Speed Grade | -7 Speed Grade | -8 Speed Grade
Symbol Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tinsu 2.600 —  |2.990 — |8.379 — ns
tinm 0.000 — |0.000 — | 0.000 — ns
toutco 2.000 [3.991 |[2.000 [4.388 |2.000 |5.189 ns
tinsupPLL 1.300 — 1.494 — 1.689 — ns
tNHPLL 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns
toutcopLL |0.500 |2.234 |0.500 |[2.569 [0.500 |2.905 ns
Note to Tables 4-32 and 4-33:
(1)  Contact Altera Applications for EP1C4 device timing parameters.
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