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Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Logic Elements

Dynamic Arithmetic Mode

The dynamic arithmetic mode is ideal for implementing adders, counters, 
accumulators, wide parity functions, and comparators. An LE in dynamic 
arithmetic mode uses four 2-input LUTs configurable as a dynamic 
adder/subtractor. The first two 2-input LUTs compute two summations 
based on a possible carry-in of 1 or 0; the other two LUTs generate carry 
outputs for the two chains of the carry select circuitry. As shown in 
Figure 2–7, the LAB carry-in signal selects either the carry-in0 or 
carry-in1 chain. The selected chain's logic level in turn determines 
which parallel sum is generated as a combinatorial or registered output. 
For example, when implementing an adder, the sum output is the 
selection of two possible calculated sums:

data1 + data2 + carry-in0

or

data1 + data2 + carry-in1

The other two LUTs use the data1 and data2 signals to generate two 
possible carry-out signals⎯one for a carry of 1 and the other for a carry of 
0. The carry-in0 signal acts as the carry select for the carry-out0 
output and carry-in1 acts as the carry select for the carry-out1 
output. LEs in arithmetic mode can drive out registered and unregistered 
versions of the LUT output.

The dynamic arithmetic mode also offers clock enable, counter enable, 
synchronous up/down control, synchronous clear, synchronous load, 
and dynamic adder/subtractor options. The LAB local interconnect data 
inputs generate the counter enable and synchronous up/down control 
signals. The synchronous clear and synchronous load options are 
LAB-wide signals that affect all registers in the LAB. The Quartus II 
software automatically places any registers that are not used by the 
counter into other LABs. The addnsub LAB-wide signal controls 
whether the LE acts as an adder or subtractor.
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The Quartus II Compiler automatically creates carry chain logic during 
design processing, or you can create it manually during design entry. 
Parameterized functions such as LPM functions automatically take 
advantage of carry chains for the appropriate functions.

The Quartus II Compiler creates carry chains longer than 10 LEs by 
linking LABs together automatically. For enhanced fitting, a long carry 
chain runs vertically allowing fast horizontal connections to M4K 
memory blocks. A carry chain can continue as far as a full column.

Clear and Preset Logic Control

LAB-wide signals control the logic for the register's clear and preset 
signals. The LE directly supports an asynchronous clear and preset 
function. The register preset is achieved through the asynchronous load 
of a logic high. The direct asynchronous preset does not require a 
NOT-gate push-back technique. Cyclone devices support simultaneous 
preset/ asynchronous load and clear signals. An asynchronous clear 
signal takes precedence if both signals are asserted simultaneously. Each 
LAB supports up to two clears and one preset signal.

In addition to the clear and preset ports, Cyclone devices provide a 
chip-wide reset pin (DEV_CLRn) that resets all registers in the device. An 
option set before compilation in the Quartus II software controls this pin. 
This chip-wide reset overrides all other control signals.

MultiTrack 
Interconnect

In the Cyclone architecture, connections between LEs, M4K memory 
blocks, and device I/O pins are provided by the MultiTrack interconnect 
structure with DirectDriveTM technology. The MultiTrack interconnect 
consists of continuous, performance-optimized routing lines of different 
speeds used for inter- and intra-design block connectivity. The Quartus II 
Compiler automatically places critical design paths on faster 
interconnects to improve design performance.

DirectDrive technology is a deterministic routing technology that ensures 
identical routing resource usage for any function regardless of placement 
within the device. The MultiTrack interconnect and DirectDrive 
technology simplify the integration stage of block-based designing by 
eliminating the re-optimization cycles that typically follow design 
changes and additions.

The MultiTrack interconnect consists of row and column interconnects 
that span fixed distances. A routing structure with fixed length resources 
for all devices allows predictable and repeatable performance when 
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Figure 2–11. C4 Interconnect Connections Note (1)

Note to Figure 2–11:
(1) Each C4 interconnect can drive either up or down four rows.
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signal. The output registers can be bypassed. Pseudo-asynchronous 
reading is possible in the simple dual-port mode of M4K blocks by 
clocking the read enable and read address registers on the negative clock 
edge and bypassing the output registers.

When configured as RAM or ROM, you can use an initialization file to 
pre-load the memory contents.

Two single-port memory blocks can be implemented in a single M4K 
block as long as each of the two independent block sizes is equal to or less 
than half of the M4K block size.

The Quartus II software automatically implements larger memory by 
combining multiple M4K memory blocks. For example, two 256×16-bit 
RAM blocks can be combined to form a 256×32-bit RAM block. Memory 
performance does not degrade for memory blocks using the maximum 
number of words allowed. Logical memory blocks using less than the 
maximum number of words use physical blocks in parallel, eliminating 
any external control logic that would increase delays. To create a larger 
high-speed memory block, the Quartus II software automatically 
combines memory blocks with LE control logic.

Parity Bit Support

The M4K blocks support a parity bit for each byte. The parity bit, along 
with internal LE logic, can implement parity checking for error detection 
to ensure data integrity. You can also use parity-size data words to store 
user-specified control bits. Byte enables are also available for data input 
masking during write operations.

Shift Register Support

You can configure M4K memory blocks to implement shift registers for 
DSP applications such as pseudo-random number generators, 
multi-channel filtering, auto-correlation, and cross-correlation functions. 
These and other DSP applications require local data storage, traditionally 
implemented with standard flip-flops, which can quickly consume many 
logic cells and routing resources for large shift registers. A more efficient 
alternative is to use embedded memory as a shift register block, which 
saves logic cell and routing resources and provides a more efficient 
implementation with the dedicated circuitry.

The size of a w × m × n shift register is determined by the input data width 
(w), the length of the taps (m), and the number of taps (n). The size of a 
w × m × n shift register must be less than or equal to the maximum number 
of memory bits in the M4K block (4,608 bits). The total number of shift 
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Embedded Memory

Byte Enables

M4K blocks support byte writes when the write port has a data width of 
16, 18, 32, or 36 bits. The byte enables allow the input data to be masked 
so the device can write to specific bytes. The unwritten bytes retain the 
previous written value. Table 2–5 summarizes the byte selection. 

Control Signals and M4K Interface

The M4K blocks allow for different clocks on their inputs and outputs. 
Either of the two clocks feeding the block can clock M4K block registers 
(renwe, address, byte enable, datain, and output registers). Only the 
output register can be bypassed. The six labclk signals or local 
interconnects can drive the control signals for the A and B ports of the 
M4K block. LEs can also control the clock_a, clock_b, renwe_a, 
renwe_b, clr_a, clr_b, clocken_a, and clocken_b signals, as 
shown in Figure 2–15.

The R4, C4, and direct link interconnects from adjacent LABs drive the 
M4K block local interconnect. The M4K blocks can communicate with 
LABs on either the left or right side through these row resources or with 
LAB columns on either the right or left with the column resources. Up to 
10 direct link input connections to the M4K block are possible from the 
left adjacent LABs and another 10 possible from the right adjacent LAB. 
M4K block outputs can also connect to left and right LABs through 10 
direct link interconnects each. Figure 2–16 shows the M4K block to logic 
array interface.

Table 2–5. Byte Enable for M4K Blocks Notes (1), (2)

byteena[3..0] datain ×18 datain ×36

[0] = 1 [8..0] [8..0]

[1] = 1 [17..9] [17..9]

[2] = 1 — [26..18]

[3] = 1 — [35..27]

Notes to Table 2–5:
(1) Any combination of byte enables is possible.
(2) Byte enables can be used in the same manner with 8-bit words, i.e., in ×16 and ×32 

modes.
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Figure 2–18. Input/Output Clock Mode in True Dual-Port Mode Notes (1), (2)

Notes to Figure 2–18:
(1) All registers shown have asynchronous clear ports.
(2) Violating the setup or hold time on the address registers could corrupt the memory contents. This applies to both 

read and write operations.
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Read/Write Clock Mode

The M4K memory blocks implement read/write clock mode for simple 
dual-port memory. You can use up to two clocks in this mode. The write 
clock controls the block's data inputs, wraddress, and wren. The read 
clock controls the data output, rdaddress, and rden. The memory 
blocks support independent clock enables for each clock and 
asynchronous clear signals for the read- and write-side registers. 
Figure 2–20 shows a memory block in read/write clock mode.

Figure 2–20. Read/Write Clock Mode in Simple Dual-Port Mode Notes (1), (2)

Notes to Figure 2–20:
(1) All registers shown except the rden register have asynchronous clear ports.
(2) Violating the setup or hold time on the address registers could corrupt the memory contents. This applies to both 

read and write operations.
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The eight global clock lines in the global clock network drive throughout 
the entire device. The global clock network can provide clocks for all 
resources within the device—IOEs, LEs, and memory blocks. The global 
clock lines can also be used for control signals, such as clock enables and 
synchronous or asynchronous clears fed from the external pin, or DQS 
signals for DDR SDRAM or FCRAM interfaces. Internal logic can also 
drive the global clock network for internally generated global clocks and 
asynchronous clears, clock enables, or other control signals with large 
fanout. Figure 2–22 shows the various sources that drive the global clock 
network.

Figure 2–22. Global Clock Generation Note (1)

Notes to Figure 2–22:
(1) The EP1C3 device in the 100-pin TQFP package has five DPCLK pins (DPCLK2, DPCLK3, DPCLK4, DPCLK6, and 

DPCLK7).
(2) EP1C3 devices only contain one PLL (PLL 1).
(3) The EP1C3 device in the 100-pin TQFP package does not have dedicated clock pins CLK1 and CLK3.
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Global Clock Network and Phase-Locked Loops

does not have dedicated clock output pins. The EP1C6 device in the 
144-pin TQFP package only supports dedicated clock outputs from 
PLL 1.

Clock Feedback

Cyclone PLLs have three modes for multiplication and/or phase shifting:

� Zero delay buffer mode � The external clock output pin is phase-
aligned with the clock input pin for zero delay. 

� Normal mode � If the design uses an internal PLL clock output, the 
normal mode compensates for the internal clock delay from the input 
clock pin to the IOE registers. The ex
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I/O Structure

The pin's datain signals can drive the logic array. The logic array drives 
the control and data signals, providing a flexible routing resource. The 
row or column IOE clocks, io_clk[5..0] , provide a dedicated routing 
resource for low-skew, high-speed clocks. The global clock network 
generates the IOE clocks that feed the row or column I/O regions (see 
“Global Clock Network and Phase-Locked Loops” on page 2–29). 
Figure 2–30 illustrates the signal paths through the I/O block.

Figure 2–30. Signal Path through the I/O Block

Each IOE contains its own control signal selection for the following 
control signals: oe, ce_in , ce_out , aclr / preset , sclr / preset , 
clk_in , and clk_out . Figure 2–31
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to automatically minimize setup time while providing a zero hold time. 
Programmable delays can increase the register-to-pin delays for output 
registers. Table 2–9 shows the programmable delays for Cyclone devices.

There are two paths in the IOE for a combinatorial input to reach the logic 
array. Each of the two paths can have a different delay. This allows you 
adjust delays from the pin to internal LE registers that reside in two 
different areas of the device. The designer sets the two combinatorial 
input delays by selecting different delays for two different paths under 
the Decrease input delay to internal cells logic option in the Quartus II 
software. When the input signal requires two different delays for the 
combinatorial input, the input register in the IOE is no longer available.

The IOE registers in Cyclone devices share the same source for clear or 
preset. The designer can program preset or clear for each individual IOE. 
The designer can also program the registers to power up high or low after 
configuration is complete. If programmed to power up low, an 
asynchronous clear can control the registers. If programmed to power up 
high, an asynchronous preset can control the registers. This feature 
prevents the inadvertent activation of another device's active-low input 
upon power up. If one register in an IOE uses a preset or clear signal then 
all registers in the IOE must use that same signal if they require preset or 
clear. Additionally a synchronous reset signal is available to the designer 
for the IOE registers.

External RAM Interfacing

Cyclone devices support DDR SDRAM and FCRAM interfaces at up to 
133 MHz through dedicated circuitry.

DDR SDRAM and FCRAM

Cyclone devices have dedicated circuitry for interfacing with DDR 
SDRAM. All I/O banks support DDR SDRAM and FCRAM I/O pins. 
However, the configuration input pins in bank 1 must operate at 2.5 V 
because the SSTL-2 VCCIO level is 2.5 V. Additionally, the configuration 

Table 2–9. Cyclone Programmable Delay Chain

Programmable Delays Quartus II Logic Option

Input pin to logic array delay Decrease input delay to internal cells

Input pin to input register delay Decrease input delay to input registers

Output pin delay Increase delay to output pin
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VREF Reference voltage — 1.3 1.5 1.7 V

VIH High-level input voltage — VR E F + 0.2 — VCCIO + 0.3 V

VIL Low-level input voltage — –0.3 — VR E F – 0.2 V

VOH High-level output voltage IOH = –8 mA (11) VTT + 0.6 — — V

VOL Low-level output voltage IOL = 8 mA (11) — — VT T – 0.6 V

Table 4–14. SSTL-3 Class II Specifications

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Typical Maximum Unit

VCCIO Output supply voltage — 3.0 3.3 3.6 V

VTT Termination voltage — VR E F – 0.05 VR E F VR E F + 0.05 V

VREF Reference voltage — 1.3 1.5 1.7 V

VIH High-level input voltage — VR E F + 0.2 — VCCIO + 0.3 V

VIL Low-level input voltage — –0.3 — VR E F – 0.2 V

VOH High-level output voltage IOH = –16 mA 
(11)

VT T + 0.8 — — V

VOL Low-level output voltage IOL = 16 mA (11) — — VTT – 0.8 V

Table 4–15. Bus Hold Parameters

Parameter Conditions

VC C I O  Level

Unit1.5 V 1.8 V 2.5 V 3.3 V

Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max

Low sustaining 
current

VIN > VIL 
(maximum)

— — 30 — 50 — 70 — μA

High sustaining 
current

VIN < VIH 
(minimum)

— — –30 — –50 — –70 — μA

Low overdrive 
current

0 V < VIN < 
VCCIO

— — — 200 — 300 — 500 μA

High overdrive 
current

0 V < VIN < 
VCCIO

— — — –200 — –300 — –500 μA

Table 4–13. SSTL-3 Class I Specifications  (Part 2 of 2)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Typical Maximum Unit





4–16  Altera Corporation
Preliminary May 2008

Cyclone Device Handbook, Volume 1

Figure 4–2. External Timing in Cyclone Devices

All external I/O timing parameters shown are for 3.3-V LVTTL I/O 
standard with the maximum current strength and fast slew rate. For 
external I/O timing using standards other than LVTTL or for different 
current strengths, use the I/O standard input and output delay adders in 
Tables 4–40 through 4–44.

Table 4–29 shows the external I/O timing parameters when using global 
clock networks.
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Table 4–29. Cyclone Global Clock External I/O Timing Parameters Notes (1), (2)  (Part 1 of 2)

Symbol Parameter Conditions

tI N S U Setup time for input or bidirectional pin using IOE input 
register with global clock fed by CLK pin

—

tI N H Hold time for input or bidirectional pin using IOE input 
register with global clock fed by CLK pin

—

tO U T C O Clock-to-output delay output or bidirectional pin using IOE 
output register with global clock fed by CLK pin

CLOAD = 10 pF

tI N S U P L L Setup time for input or bidirectional pin using IOE input 
register with global clock fed by Enhanced PLL with default 
phase setting

—

tI N H P L L Hold time for input or bidirectional pin using IOE input 
register with global clock fed by enhanced PLL with default 
phase setting

—
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Timing Model

External I/O Delay Parameters

External I/O delay timing parameters for I/O standard input and output 
adders and programmable input and output delays are specified by 
speed grade independent of device density. 

Tables 4–40 through 4–45 show the adder delays associated with column 
and row I/O pins for all packages. If an I/O standard is selected other 
than LVTTL 4 mA with a fast slew rate, add the selected delay to the 
external tCO and tSU I/O parameters shown in Tables 4–25 through 
4–28.

Table 4–39. EP1C20 Row Pin Global Clock External I/O Timing Parameters

Symbol
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

tI N S U 2.417 — 2.779 — 3.140 — ns

tI N H 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns

tO U T C O 2.000 3.724 2.000 4.282 2.000 4.843 ns

tX Z — 3.645 — 4.191 — 4.740 ns

tZ X — 3.645 — 4.191 — 4.740 ns

tI N S UP L L 1.417 — 1.629 — 1.840 — ns

tI N H P L L 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns

tO U T C O P L L 0.500 1.667 0.500 1.917 0.500 2.169 ns

tX Z P L L — 1.588 — 1.826 — 2.066 ns

tZ X P L L — 1.588 — 1.826 — 2.066 ns

Table 4–40. Cyclone I/O Standard Column Pin Input Delay Adders  (Part 1 of 2)

I/O Standard
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

LVCMOS — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

3.3-V LVTTL — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

2.5-V LVTTL — 27 — 31 — 35 ps

1.8-V LVTTL — 182 — 209 — 236 ps

1.5-V LVTTL — 278 — 319 — 361 ps

SSTL-3 class I — –250 — –288 — –325 ps

SSTL-3 class II — –250 — –288 — –325 ps

SSTL-2 class I — –278 — –320 — –362 ps
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SSTL-2 class II –278 — –320 — –362 ps

LVDS –261 — –301 — –340 ps

Table 4–41. Cyclone I/O Standard Row Pin Input Delay Adders

I/O Standard
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

LVCMOS — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

3.3-V LVTTL — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

2.5-V LVTTL — 27 — 31 — 35 ps

1.8-V LVTTL — 182 — 209 — 236 ps

1.5-V LVTTL — 278 — 319 — 361 ps

3.3-V PCI (1) — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

SSTL-3 class I — –250 — –288 — –325 ps

SSTL-3 class II — –250 — –288 — –325 ps

SSTL-2 class I — –278 — –320 — –362 ps

SSTL-2 class II — –278 — –320 — –362 ps

LVDS — –261 — –301 — –340 ps

Table 4–42. Cyclone I/O Standard Output Delay Adders for Fast Slew Rate on Column Pins  (Part 1 of 2)

Standard
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

LVCMOS 2 mA — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

4 mA — –489 — –563 — –636 ps

8 mA — –855 — –984 — –1,112 ps

12 mA — –993 — –1,142 — –1,291 ps

3.3-V LVTTL 4 mA — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

8 mA — –347 — –400 — –452 ps

12 mA — –858 — –987 — –1,116 ps

16 mA — –819 — –942 — –1,065 ps

24 mA — –993 — –1,142 — –1,291 ps

Table 4–40. Cyclone I/O Standard Column Pin Input Delay Adders  (Part 2 of 2)

I/O Standard
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max


