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Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Cyclone devices are available in quad flat pack (QFP) and space-saving 
FineLine® BGA packages (see Tables 1–2 through 1–3).

Vertical migration means you can migrate a design from one device to 
another that has the same dedicated pins, JTAG pins, and power pins, and 
are subsets or supersets for a given package across device densities. The 
largest density in any package has the  highest number of power pins; you 
must use the layout for the largest planned density in a package to 
provide the necessary power pins for migration.

For I/O pin migration across densities, cross-reference the available I/O 
pins using the device pin-outs for all planned densities of a given package 
type to identify which I/O pins can be migrated. The Quartus® II 
software can automatically cross-reference and place all pins for you 
when given a device migration list. If one device has power or ground 
pins, but these same pins are user I/O on a different device that is in the 
migration path,the Quartus II software ensures the pins are not used as 
user I/O in the Quartus II software. Ensure that these pins are connected 

Total RAM bits 59,904 78,336 92,160 239,616 294,912

PLLs 1 2 2 2 2

Maximum user I/O pins (1) 104 301 185 249 301

Note to Table 1–1:
(1) This parameter includes global clock pins.

Table 1–1. Cyclone Device Features  (Part 2 of 2)

Feature EP1C3 EP1C4 EP1C6 EP1C12 EP1C20

Table 1–2. Cyclone Package Options and I/O Pin Counts

Device 100-Pin TQFP 
(1)

144-Pin TQFP 
(1), (2)

240-Pin PQFP 
(1)

256-Pin 
FineLine BGA

324-Pin 
FineLine BGA

400-Pin 
FineLine BGA

EP1C3 65 104 — — — —

EP1C4 — — — — 249 301

EP1C6 — 98 185 185 — —

EP1C12 — — 173 185 249 —

EP1C20 — — — — 233 301

Notes to Table 1–2:
(1) TQFP: thin quad flat pack.

PQFP: plastic quad flat pack.
(2) Cyclone devices support vertical migration within the same package (i.e., designers can migrate between the 

EP1C3 device in the 144-pin TQFP package and the EP1C6 device in the same package).
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Logic Array Blocks

Logic Array 
Blocks

Each LAB consists of 10 LEs, LE carry chains, LAB control signals, a local 
interconnect, look-up table (LUT) chain, and register chain connection 
lines. The local interconnect transfers signals between LEs in the same 
LAB. LUT chain connections transfer the output of one LE's LUT to the 
adjacent LE for fast sequential LUT connections within the same LAB. 
Register chain connections transfer the output of one LE's register to the 
adjacent LE's register within a LAB. The Quartus® II Compiler places 
associated logic within a LAB or adjacent LABs, allowing the use of local, 
LUT chain, and register chain connections for performance and area 
efficiency. Figure 2–2 details the Cyclone LAB.

Figure 2–2. Cyclone LAB Structure

LAB Interconnects

The LAB local interconnect can drive LEs within the same LAB. The LAB 
local interconnect is driven by column and row interconnects and LE 
outputs within the same LAB. Neighboring LABs, PLLs, and M4K RAM 
blocks from the left and right can also drive a LAB's local interconnect 
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Embedded Memory

Byte Enables

M4K blocks support byte writes when the write port has a data width of 
16, 18, 32, or 36 bits. The byte enables allow the input data to be masked 
so the device can write to specific bytes. The unwritten bytes retain the 
previous written value. Table 2–5 summarizes the byte selection. 

Control Signals and M4K Interface

The M4K blocks allow for different clocks on their inputs and outputs. 
Either of the two clocks feeding the block can clock M4K block registers 
(renwe, address, byte enable, datain, and output registers). Only the 
output register can be bypassed. The six labclk signals or local 
interconnects can drive the control signals for the A and B ports of the 
M4K block. LEs can also control the clock_a, clock_b, renwe_a, 
renwe_b, clr_a, clr_b, clocken_a, and clocken_b signals, as 
shown in Figure 2–15.

The R4, C4, and direct link interconnects from adjacent LABs drive the 
M4K block local interconnect. The M4K blocks can communicate with 
LABs on either the left or right side through these row resources or with 
LAB columns on either the right or left with the column resources. Up to 
10 direct link input connections to the M4K block are possible from the 
left adjacent LABs and another 10 possible from the right adjacent LAB. 
M4K block outputs can also connect to left and right LABs through 10 
direct link interconnects each. Figure 2–16 shows the M4K block to logic 
array interface.

Table 2–5. Byte Enable for M4K Blocks Notes (1), (2)

byteena[3..0] datain ×18 datain ×36

[0] = 1 [8..0] [8..0]

[1] = 1 [17..9] [17..9]

[2] = 1 — [26..18]

[3] = 1 — [35..27]

Notes to Table 2–5:
(1) Any combination of byte enables is possible.
(2) Byte enables can be used in the same manner with 8-bit words, i.e., in ×16 and ×32 

modes.
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Figure 2–15. M4K RAM Block Control Signals

Figure 2–16. M4K RAM Block LAB Row Interface

clocken_a

renwe_aclock_a

alcr_a

alcr_b

renwe_b

Dedicated
LAB Row
Clocks

Local
Interconnect

Local
Interconnect

Local
Interconnect

Local
Interconnect

Local
Interconnect

clocken_b

clock_b

6

Local
Interconnect

Local
Interconnect

Local
Interconnect

Local
Interconnect

Local
Interconnect

dataout

M4K RAM
Block

datainaddress

10

Direct link 
interconnect
from adjacent LAB

Direct link 
interconnect
to adjacent LAB

Direct link 
interconnect
from adjacent LAB

Direct link 
interconnect
to adjacent LAB

M4K RAM Block Local
Interconnect Region

C4 Interconnects R4 Interconnects

LAB Row Clocks

Clocks

Byte enable

Control
Signals

6



Altera Corporation  2–27
May 2008 Preliminary

Embedded Memory

Figure 2–19. Input/Output Clock Mode in Simple Dual-Port Mode Notes (1), (2)

Notes to Figure 2–19:
(1) All registers shown except the rden register have asynchronous clear ports.
(2) Violating the setup or hold time on the address registers could corrupt the memory contents. This applies to both 

read and write operations.
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Read/Write Clock Mode

The M4K memory blocks implement read/write clock mode for simple 
dual-port memory. You can use up to two clocks in this mode. The write 
clock controls the block's data inputs, wraddress, and wren. The read 
clock controls the data output, rdaddress, and rden. The memory 
blocks support independent clock enables for each clock and 
asynchronous clear signals for the read- and write-side registers. 
Figure 2–20 shows a memory block in read/write clock mode.

Figure 2–20. Read/Write Clock Mode in Simple Dual-Port Mode Notes (1), (2)

Notes to Figure 2–20:
(1) All registers shown except the rden register have asynchronous clear ports.
(2) Violating the setup or hold time on the address registers could corrupt the memory contents. This applies to both 

read and write operations.
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Each I/O bank can support multiple standards with the same V CCIO  for 
input and output pins. For example, when V CCIO  is 3.3-V, a bank can 
support LVTTL, LVCMOS, 3.3-V PCI, and SSTL-3 for inputs and outputs.

LVDS I/O Pins

A subset of pins in all four I/O banks supports LVDS interfacing. These 
dual-purpose LVDS pins require an  external-resistor network at the 
transmitter channels  in addition to 100- Ω termination resistors on 
receiver channels. These pins do not contain dedi cated serialization or 
deserialization circuitry; therefore, internal logic perf orms serialization 
and deserialization functions.

Table 2–13  shows the total number of su pported LVDS channels per 
device density.

MultiVolt I/O Interface

The Cyclone architecture supports th e MultiVolt I/O interface feature, 
which allows Cyclone devices in all packages to interface with systems of 
different supply voltages. The devices have one set of V CC  pins for 
internal operation and input buffers (V CCINT ), and four sets for I/O 
output drivers (V CCIO ).

Table 2–13. Cyclone Device LVDS Channels

Device Pin Count Number of LVDS Channels

EP1C3 100 (1)

144 34

EP1C4 324 103

400 129

EP1C6 144 29

240 72

256 72

EP1C12 240 66

256 72

324 103

EP1C20 324 95

400 129

Note to Table 2–13 :
(1) EP1C3 devices in the 100-pin TQFP package do not support the LVDS I/O 

standard.
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Table 4–22. IOE Internal Timing Microparameter Descriptions

Symbol Parameter

tSU IOE input and output register setup time before clock

tH IOE input and output register hold time after clock

tCO IOE input and output register clock-to-output delay

tPIN2COMBOUT_R Row input pin to IOE combinatorial output

tPIN2COMBOUT_C Column input pin to IOE combinatorial output

tCOMBIN2PIN_R Row IOE data input to combinatorial output pin

tCOMBIN2PIN_C Column IOE data input to combinatorial output pin

tCLR Minimum clear pulse width

tPRE Minimum preset pulse width

tCLKHL Minimum clock high or low time

Table 4–23. M4K Block Internal Timing Microparameter Descriptions

Symbol Parameter

tM4KRC Synchronous read cycle time

tM4KWC Synchronous write cycle time

tM4KWERESU Write or read enable setup time before clock

tM4KWEREH Write or read enable hold time after clock

tM4KBESU Byte enable setup time before clock

tM4KBEH Byte enable hold time after clock

tM4KDATAASU A port data setup time before clock

tM4KDATAAH A port data hold time after clock

tM4KADDRASU A port address setup time before clock

tM4KADDRAH A port address hold time after clock

tM4KDATABSU B port data setup time before clock

tM4KDATABH B port data hold time after clock

tM4KADDRBSU B port address setup time before clock

tM4KADDRBH B port address hold time after clock

tM4KDATACO1 Clock-to-output delay when using output registers

tM4KDATACO2 Clock-to-output delay without output registers

tM4KCLKHL Minimum clock high or low time

tM4KCLR Minimum clear pulse width
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Timing Model

Figure 4–1 shows the memory waveforms for the M4K timing parameters 
shown in Table 4–23.

Figure 4–1. Dual-Port RAM Timing Microparameter Waveform

Table 4–24. Routing Delay Internal Timing Microparameter Descriptions

Symbol Parameter
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Tables 4–30 through 4–31 show the external timing parameters on column 
and row pins for EP1C3 devices.

tO U T C O P L L Clock-to-output delay output or bidirectional pin using IOE 
output register with global clock enhanced PLL with default 
phase setting

CLOAD = 10 pF

Notes to Table 4–29:
(1) These timing parameters are sample-tested only.
(2) These timing parameters are for IOE pins using a 3.3-V LVTTL, 24-mA setting. Designers should use the Quartus II 

software to verify the external timing for any pin.

Table 4–29. Cyclone Global Clock External I/O Timing Parameters Notes (1), (2)  (Part 2 of 2)

Symbol Parameter Conditions

Table 4–30. EP1C3 Column Pin Global Clock External I/O Timing 
Parameters

Symbol
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

tI N S U 3.085 — 3.547 — 4.009 — ns

tI N H 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns

tO U T C O 2.000 4.073 2.000 4.682 2.000 5.295 ns

tI N S UP L L 1.795 — 2.063 — 2.332 — ns

tI N H P L L 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns

tO U T C O P L L 0.500 2.306 0.500 2.651 0.500 2.998 ns

Table 4–31. EP1C3 Row Pin Global Clock External I/O Timing Parameters

Symbol
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

tI N S U 3.157 — 3.630 — 4.103 — ns

tI N H 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns

tO U T C O 2.000 3.984 2.000 4.580 2.000 5.180 ns

tI N S UP L L 1.867 — 2.146 — 2.426 — ns

tI N H P L L 0.000 — 0.000 — 0.000 — ns

tO U T C O P L L 0.500 2.217 0.500 2.549 0.500 2.883 ns
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SSTL-2 class II –278 — –320 — –362 ps

LVDS –261 — –301 — –340 ps

Table 4–41. Cyclone I/O Standard Row Pin Input Delay Adders

I/O Standard
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

LVCMOS — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

3.3-V LVTTL — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

2.5-V LVTTL — 27 — 31 — 35 ps

1.8-V LVTTL — 182 — 209 — 236 ps

1.5-V LVTTL — 278 — 319 — 361 ps

3.3-V PCI (1) — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

SSTL-3 class I — –250 — –288 — –325 ps

SSTL-3 class II — –250 — –288 — –325 ps

SSTL-2 class I — –278 — –320 — –362 ps

SSTL-2 class II — –278 — –320 — –362 ps

LVDS — –261 — –301 — –340 ps

Table 4–42. Cyclone I/O Standard Output Delay Adders for Fast Slew Rate on Column Pins  (Part 1 of 2)

Standard
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

LVCMOS 2 mA — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

4 mA — –489 — –563 — –636 ps

8 mA — –855 — –984 — –1,112 ps

12 mA — –993 — –1,142 — –1,291 ps

3.3-V LVTTL 4 mA — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

8 mA — –347 — –400 — –452 ps

12 mA — –858 — –987 — –1,116 ps

16 mA — –819 — –942 — –1,065 ps

24 mA — –993 — –1,142 — –1,291 ps

Table 4–40. Cyclone I/O Standard Column Pin Input Delay Adders  (Part 2 of 2)

I/O Standard
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max



Altera Corporation  4–27
May 2008 Preliminary

Timing Model

Maximum Input and Output Clock Rates

Tables 4–48 and 4–49 show the maximum input clock rate for column and 
row pins in Cyclone devices.  

Table 4–47. Cyclone IOE Programmable Delays on Row Pins

Parameter Setting
-6 Speed Grade -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

Decrease input delay to 
internal cells

Off — 154 — 177 — 200 ps

Small — 2,212 — 2,543 — 2,875 ps

Medium — 2,639 — 3,034 — 3,430 ps

Large — 3,057 — 3,515 — 3,974 ps

On — 154 — 177 — 200 ps

Decrease input delay to input 
register

Off — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

On — 3,057 — 3,515 — 3,974 ps

Increase delay to output pin Off — 0 — 0 — 0 ps

On — 556 — 639 — 722 ps

Note to Table 4–47:
(1) EPC1C3 devices do not support the PCI I/O standard.

Table 4–48. Cyclone Maximum Input Clock Rate for Column Pins

I/O Standard -6 Speed 
Grade

-7 Speed 
Grade

-8 Speed 
Grade Unit

LVTTL 464 428 387 MHz

2.5 V 392 302 207 MHz

1.8 V 387 311 252 MHz

1.5 V 387 320 243 MHz

LVCMOS 405 374 333 MHz

SSTL-3 class I 405 356 293 MHz

SSTL-3 class II 414 365 302 MHz

SSTL-2 class I 464 428 396 MHz

SSTL-2 class II 473 432 396 MHz

LVDS 567 549 531 MHz
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