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APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet

APEX 20K devices provide two dedicated clock pins and four dedicated
input pins that drive register control inputs. These signals ensure efficient
distribution of high-speed, low-skew control signals. These signals use
dedicated routing channels to provide short delays and low skews. Four
of the dedicated inputs drive four global signals. These four global signals
can also be driven by internal logic, providing an ideal solution for a clock
divider or internally generated asynchronous clear signals with high
fan-out. The dedicated clock pins featured on the APEX 20K devices can
also feed logic. The devices also feature ClockLock and ClockBoost clock
management circuitry. APEX 20KE devices provide two additional
dedicated clock pins, for a total of four dedicated clock pins.

MegaLAB Structure

APEX 20K devices are constructed from a series of MegaLAB™
structures. Each MegaLAB structure contains a group of logic array blocks
(LABs), one ESB, and a MegaL AB interconnect, which routes signals
within the MegaL AB structure. The EP20K30E device has 10 LABs,
EP20K60E through EP20K600E devices have 16 LABs, and the
EP20K1000E and EP20K1500E devices have 24 LABs. Signals are routed
between MegaLAB structures and I/O pins via the FastTrack
Interconnect. In addition, edge LABs can be driven by I/O pins through
the local interconnect. Figure 2 shows the MegaLAB structure.

Figure 2. MegalLAB Structure
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Logic Array Block

Each LAB consists of 10 LEs, the LEs” associated carry and cascade chains,
LAB control signals, and the local interconnect. The local interconnect
transfers signals between LEs in the same or adjacent LABs, IOEs, or ESBs.
The Quartus II Compiler places associated logic within an LAB or
adjacent LABs, allowing the use of a fast local interconnect for high
performance. Figure 3 shows the APEX 20K LAB.

APEX 20K devices use an interleaved LAB structure. This structure allows
each LE to drive two local interconnect areas. This feature minimizes use
of the MegaLLAB and FastTrack interconnect, providing higher
performance and flexibility. Each LE can drive 29 other LEs through the
fast local interconnect.

Figure 3. LAB Structure
/\/\ Row
Interconnect \
I B2
A A
\ 4 \ 4 \ 4
Megal AB Interconnect < — <
e
LEs drive local L]
Megal AB, row,
and column
interconnects.
To/From To/From
Adjacent LAB, «¢ » s 2 ¢ > < > ¢ » <¢—Pp Adjacent LAB,
ESB, or IOEs ESB, or IOEs
NA / \ ANA N~ Column
Interconnect
Local Interconnect

Altera Corporation

The 10 LEs in the LAB are driven by
two local interconnect areas. These LES
can drive two local interconnect areas.
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Logic Element

The LE, the smallest unit of logic in the APEX 20K architecture, is compact
and provides efficient logic usage. Each LE contains a four-input LUT,

which is a function generator that can quickly implement any function of
four variables. In addition, each LE contains a programmable register and
carry and cascade chains. Each LE drives the local interconnect, MegaLAB
interconnect, and FastTrack Interconnect routing structures. See Figure 5.

Figure 5. APEX 20K Logic Element
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Each LE’s programmable register can be configured for D, T, JK, or SR
operation. The register’s clock and clear control signals can be driven by
global signals, general-purpose I/O pins, or any internal logic. For
combinatorial functions, the register is bypassed and the output of the
LUT drives the outputs of the LE.
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Each LE has two outputs that drive the local, MegaLAB, or FastTrack
Interconnect routing structure. Each output can be driven independently
by the LUT’s or register’s output. For example, the LUT can drive one
output while the register drives the other output. This feature, called
register packing, improves device utilization because the register and the
LUT can be used for unrelated functions. The LE can also drive out
registered and unregistered versions of the LUT output.

The APEX 20K architecture provides two types of dedicated high-speed
data paths that connect adjacent LEs without using local interconnect
paths: carry chains and cascade chains. A carry chain supports high-speed
arithmetic functions such as counters and adders, while a cascade chain
implements wide-input functions such as equality comparators with
minimum delay. Carry and cascade chains connect LEs 1 through 10 in an
LAB and all LABs in the same MegaLAB structure.

Carry Chain

The carry chain provides a very fast carry-forward function between LEs.
The carry-in signal from a lower-order bit drives forward into the higher-
order bit via the carry chain, and feeds into both the LUT and the next
portion of the carry chain. This feature allows the APEX 20K architecture
to implement high-speed counters, adders, and comparators of arbitrary
width. Carry chain logic can be created automatically by the Quartus II
software Compiler during design processing, or manually by the designer
during design entry. Parameterized functions such as library of
parameterized modules (LPM) and DesignWare functions automatically
take advantage of carry chains for the appropriate functions.

The Quartus II software Compiler creates carry chains longer than ten LEs
by linking LABs together automatically. For enhanced fitting, a long carry
chain skips alternate LABs in a MegalLAB"" structure. A carry chain longer
than one LAB skips either from an even-numbered LAB to the next even-
numbered LAB, or from an odd-numbered LAB to the next odd-
numbered LAB. For example, the last LE of the first LAB in the upper-left
MegalLAB structure carries to the first LE of the third LAB in the
MegalAB structure.

Figure 6 shows how an n-bit full adder can be implemented in 7 + 1 LEs
with the carry chain. One portion of the LUT generates the sum of two bits
using the input signals and the carry-in signal; the sum is routed to the
output of the LE. The register can be bypassed for simple adders or used
for accumulator functions. Another portion of the LUT and the carry chain
logic generates the carry-out signal, which is routed directly to the carry-
in signal of the next-higher-order bit. The final carry-out signal is routed
to an LE, where it is driven onto the local, MegaLAB, or FastTrack
Interconnect routing structures.

Altera Corporation
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The programmable register also supports an asynchronous clear function.
Within the ESB, two asynchronous clears are generated from global
signals and the local interconnect. Each macrocell can either choose
between the two asynchronous clear signals or choose to not be cleared.
Either of the two clear signals can be inverted within the ESB. Figure 15
shows the ESB control logic when implementing product-terms.

Figure 15. ESB Product-Term Mode Conirol Logic
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Parallel Expanders

Parallel expanders are unused product terms that can be allocated to a
neighboring macrocell to implement fast, complex logic functions.
Parallel expanders allow up to 32 product terms to feed the macrocell OR
logic directly, with two product terms provided by the macrocell and 30
parallel expanders provided by the neighboring macrocells in the ESB.

The Quartus II software Compiler can allocate up to 15 sets of up to two
parallel expanders per set to the macrocells automatically. Each set of two
parallel expanders incurs a small, incremental timing delay. Figure 16
shows the APEX 20K parallel expanders.
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Figure 18. Deep Memory Block Implemented with Multiple ESBs
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The ESB implements two forms of dual-port memory: read /write clock
mode and input/output clock mode. The ESB can also be used for
bidirectional, dual-port memory applications in which two ports read or
write simultaneously. To implement this type of dual-port memory, two
or four ESBs are used to support two simultaneous reads or writes. This
functionality is shown in Figure 19.

Figure 19. APEX 20K ESB Implementing Dual-Port RAM
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Read/Write Clock Mode

The read /write clock mode contains two clocks. One clock controls all
registers associated with writing: data input, WE, and write address. The
other clock controls all registers associated with reading: read enable
(RE), read address, and data output. The ESB also supports clock enable
and asynchronous clear signals; these signals also control the read and
write registers independently. Read /write clock mode is commonly used
for applications where reads and writes occur at different system
frequencies. Figure 20 shows the ESB in read /write clock mode.

Figure 20. ESB in Read/Write Clock Mode  Note (1)
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Notes to Figure 20:

(1)  Allregisters can be cleared asynchronously by ESB local interconnect signals, global signals, or the chip-wide reset.
(2) APEX 20KE devices have four dedicated clocks.
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1/0 Structure

Altera Corporation

Implementing Logic in ROM

In addition to implementing logic with product terms, the ESB can
implement logic functions when it is programmed with a read-only
pattern during configuration, creating a large LUT. With LUTs,
combinatorial functions are implemented by looking up the results, rather
than by computing them. This implementation of combinatorial functions
can be faster than using algorithms implemented in general logic, a
performance advantage that is further enhanced by the fast access times of
ESBs. The large capacity of ESBs enables designers to implement complex
functions in one logic level without the routing delays associated with
linked LEs or distributed RAM blocks. Parameterized functions such as
LPM functions can take advantage of the ESB automatically. Further, the
Quartus II software can implement portions of a design with ESBs where
appropriate.

Programmable Speed/Power Control

APEX 20K ESBs offer a high-speed mode that supports very fast operation
on an ESB-by-ESB basis. When high speed is not required, this feature can
be turned off to reduce the ESB’s power dissipation by up to 50%. ESBs
that run at low power incur a nominal timing delay adder. This

Turbo Bit™ option is available for ESBs that implement product-term
logic or memory functions. An ESB that is not used will be powered down
so that it does not consume DC current.

Designers can program each ESB in the APEX 20K device for either
high-speed or low-power operation. As a result, speed-critical paths in the
design can run at high speed, while the remaining paths operate at
reduced power.

The APEX 20K IOE contains a bidirectional I/O buffer and a register that
can be used either as an input register for external data requiring fast setup
times, or as an output register for data requiring fast clock-to-output
performance. IOEs can be used as input, output, or bidirectional pins. For
fast bidirectional I/O timing, LE registers using local routing can improve
setup times and OE timing. The Quartus II software Compiler uses the
programmable inversion option to invert signals from the row and column
interconnect automatically where appropriate. Because the APEX 20K IOE
offers one output enable per pin, the Quartus II software Compiler can
emulate open-drain operation efficiently.

The APEX 20K IOE includes programmable delays that can be activated to
ensure zero hold times, minimum clock-to-output times, input IOE
register-to-core register transfers, or core-to-output IOE register transfers.
A path in which a pin directly drives a register may require the delay to
ensure zero hold time, whereas a path in which a pin drives a register
through combinatorial logic may not require the delay.
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Figure 29. APEX 20KE /0 Banks
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Notes to Figure 29:

(1)  For more information on placing I/O pins in LVDS blocks, refer to the Guidelines for
Using LVDS Blocks section in Application Note 120 (Using LVDS in APEX 20KE
Devices).

If the LVDS input and output blocks are not used for LVDS, they can support all of
the I/O standards and can be used as input, output, or bidirectional pins with
Veciosetto3.3V,25V,0r 1.8 V.

@

Power Sequencing & Hot Socketing

Because APEX 20K and APEX 20KE devices can be used in a mixed-
voltage environment, they have been designed specifically to tolerate any
possible power-up sequence. Therefore, the V-cio and Vot power
supplies may be powered in any order.

For more information, please refer to the “Power Sequencing
Considerations” section in the Configuring APEX 20KE & APEX 20KC
Devices chapter of the Configuration Devices Handbook.

Signals can be driven into APEX 20K devices before and during power-up
without damaging the device. In addition, APEX 20K devices do not drive
out during power-up. Once operating conditions are reached and the
device is configured, APEX 20K and APEX 20KE devices operate as
specified by the user.
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Table 15. APEX 20K ClockLock & ClockBoost Parameters for -1 Speed-Grade Devices (Part 2 of 2)
Symbol Parameter Min Max Unit

tskEw Skew delay between related 500 ps
ClockLock/ClockBoost-generated clocks

tTTER Jitter on ClockLock/ClockBoost-generated clock 200 ps
(5)

tiINCLKSTB Input clock stability (measured between adjacent 50 ps
clocks)

Notes to Table 15:

(1) The PLL input frequency range for the EP20K100-1X device for 1x multiplication is 25 MHz to 175 MHz.

(2)  Allinput clock specifications must be met. The PLL may not lock onto an incoming clock if the clock specifications
are not met, creating an erroneous clock within the device.

(3) During device configuration, the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry is configured first. If the incoming clock is
supplied during configuration, the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry locks during configuration, because the lock
time is less than the configuration time.

(4) Thejitter specification is measured under long-term observation.
(5)  If the input clock stability is 100 ps, tjrreg is 250 ps.

Table 16 summarizes the APEX 20K ClockLock and ClockBoost
parameters for -2 speed grade devices.

Table 16. APEX 20K ClockLock & ClockBoost Parameters for -2 Speed Grade Devices

Symbol Parameter Min Max Unit
fout Output frequency 25 170 MHz
foLki Input clock frequency (ClockBoost clock multiplication 25 170 MHz
factor equals 1)

foLke Input clock frequency (ClockBoost clock multiplication 16 80 MHz
factor equals 2)

fCLK4 Input clock frequency (ClockBoost clock multiplication 10 34 MHz
factor equals 4)

toutpuTy Duty cycle for ClockLock/ClockBoost-generated clock 40 60 %

foLkDEV Input deviation from user specification in the Quartus Il 25,000 (2) PPM
software (ClockBoost clock multiplication factor equals
one) (1)

tR Input rise time 5 ns

tg Input fall time 5 ns

tLock Time required for ClockLock/ ClockBoost to acquire 10 us
lock (3)

tskew Skew delay between related ClockLock/ ClockBoost- 500 500 ps
generated clock

tyTTER Jitter on ClockLock/ ClockBoost-generated clock (4) 200 ps

tiNCLKSTB Input clock stability (measured between adjacent 50 ps
clocks)
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Notes to Table 16:

(1) To implement the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry with the Quartus II software, designers must specify the
input frequency. The Quartus II software tunes the PLL in the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry to this frequency.
The fc; kppy parameter specifies how much the incoming clock can differ from the specified frequency during
device operation. Simulation does not reflect this parameter.

(2) Twenty-five thousand parts per million (PPM) equates to 2.5% of input clock period.

(3) During device configuration, the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry is configured before the rest of the device. If
the incoming clock is supplied during configuration, the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry locks during
configuration because the f; 5k value is less than the time required for configuration.

(4)  The tjrreR specification is measured under long-term observation.

Tables 17 and 18 summarize the ClockLock and ClockBoost parameters

for APEX 20KE devices.
Table 17. APEX 20KE ClockLock & ClockBoost Parameters  Note (1)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Min Typ Max Unit
tr Input rise time 5 ns
te Input fall time 5 ns
tinDUTY Input duty cycle 40 60 %
tNJITTER Input jitter peak-to-peak 2% of input | peak-to-

period peak
touTUITTER Jitter on ClockLock or ClockBoost- 0.35% of RMS
generated clock output period
toutouTy Duty cycle for ClockLock or 45 55 %
ClockBoost-generated clock
tLock (2) (3) |Time required for ClockLock or 40 us
ClockBoost to acquire lock
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Generic Testing

58

Table 22 shows the JTAG timing parameters and values for APEX 20K
devices.

Table 22. APEX 20K JTAG Timing Parameters & Values
Symbol Parameter Min | Max | Unit
ticp TCK clock period 100 ns
ticH TCK clock high time 50 ns
tyoL TCK clock low time 50 ns
typsu JTAG port setup time 20 ns
tpH JTAG port hold time 45 ns
tpco JTAG port clock to output 25 ns
typzx JTAG port high impedance to valid output 25 ns
tpxz JTAG port valid output to high impedance 25 ns
tyssu Capture register setup time 20 ns
tysH Capture register hold time 45 ns
tysco Update register clock to output 35 ns
tyszx Update register high impedance to valid output 35 ns
tysxz Update register valid output to high impedance 35 ns

For more information, see the following documents:

W Application Note 39 (IEEE Std. 1149.1 (JTTAG) Boundary-Scan Testing in
Altera Devices)
W Jam Programming & Test Language Specification

Each APEX 20K device is functionally tested. Complete testing of each
configurable static random access memory (SRAM) bit and all logic
functionality ensures 100% yield. AC test measurements for APEX 20K
devices are made under conditions equivalent to those shown in

Figure 32. Multiple test patterns can be used to configure devices during
all stages of the production flow.
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Table 29. APEX 20KE Device DC Operating Conditions

Notes (7), (8), (9)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Min Typ Max Unit
Vi High-level LVTTL, CMOS, or 3.3-V 1.7,0.5 xVegio 41 Vv
PCl input voltage (10)
Vi Low-level LVTTL, CMOS, or 3.3-V -0.5 0.8, 0.3 xVgcio \
PCl input voltage (10)
Vou 3.3-V high-level LVTTL output lon=—-12mA DC, 24 Vv
voltage Veeipo=3.00V (11)
3.3-V high-level LVCMOS output |lgy=-0.1 mA DC, Vecio—0.2 Vv
voltage Veeio=3.00V (11)
3.3-V high-level PCl output voltage | Iy =—0.5 mA DC, 0.9 xVeeio \
Vecio = 3.00 to 3.60 V
(11)
2.5-V high-level output voltage lon =-0.1 mADC, 2.1 \
Vecio =230V (11)
loy=-1mADC, 2.0 Vv
Vecio=2.30V (11)
lon =—2mADC, 1.7 Vv
Veecip=2.30V (11)
VoL 3.3-V low-level LVTTL output lo=12mADC, 0.4 \
voltage Veeipo=3.00V (12)
3.3-V low-level LVCMOS output loL=0.1 mADC, 0.2 \'
voltage Veeio=3.00V (12)
3.3-V low-level PCI output voltage |lg_= 1.5 mA DC, 0.1 xVeeio Vv
Veio = 3.00 to 3.60 V
(12)
2.5-V low-level output voltage loL=0.1 mADC, 0.2 \
Vecip=2.30V (12)
lo.=1mADC, 0.4 Vv
Veeoio =230V (12)
lo.=2mADC, 0.7 Vv
Vecio=2.30V (12)
I Input pin leakage current Vi =411t0-05V (13) -10 10 HA
loz Tri-stated 1/0 pin leakage current |Vg=4.1t0-0.5V (13) -10 10 uA
lcco V¢ supply current (standby) V| = ground, no load, no 10 mA
(All ESBs in power-down mode) | toggling inputs, -1 speed
grade
V, = ground, no load, no 5 mA
toggling inputs,
-2, -3 speed grades
RconF Value of I/O pin pull-up resistor Veeio=3.0V (14) 20 50 kQ
before and during configuration Veeio =2.375 V (14) 30 80 kQ
Vecio =171V (14) 60 150 kQ
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Figure 33. Relationship between Vpegig & Vgt for 3.3-V PCI Compliance
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Figure 34 shows the typical output drive characteristics of APEX 20K
devices with 3.3-V and 2.5-V V¢jo. The output driver is compatible with
the 3.3-V PCI Local Bus Specification, Revision 2.2 (wWhen VCCIO pins are
connected to 3.3 V). 5-V tolerant APEX 20K devices in the -1 speed grade
are 5-V PCI compliant over all operating conditions.

Figure 34. Output Drive Characteristics of APEX 20K Device  Note (1)
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Figure 35 shows the output drive characteristics of APEX 20KE devices.

Figure 35. Output Drive Characteristics of APEX 20KE Devices  Note (1
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Timing Model
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The high-performance FastTrack and MegaLAB interconnect routing
resources ensure predictable performance, accurate simulation, and
accurate timing analysis. This predictable performance contrasts with that
of FPGAs, which use a segmented connection scheme and therefore have
unpredictable performance.
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Figures 38 and 39 show the asynchronous and synchronous timing
waveforms, respectively, for the ESB macroparameters in Table 31.

Figure 38. ESB Asynchronous Timing Waveforms
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Table 52. EP20K30E Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
toH 0.55 0.78 1.15 ns
toL 0.55 0.78 1.15 ns
tcLrP 0.22 0.31 0.46 ns
tPREP 0.22 0.31 0.46 ns
tESBCH 0.55 0.78 1.15 ns
tESBCL 0.55 0.78 1.15 ns
tESBWP 1.43 2.01 2.97 ns
tESBRP 1.15 1.62 2.39 ns
Table 53. EP20K30E External Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tinsu 2.02 2.13 2.24 ns
tiNH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
toutco 2.00 4.88 2.00 5.36 2.00 5.88 ns
thSUPLL 2.11 2.23 - ns
thHPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
toutcoprLL 0.50 2.60 0.50 2.88 - - ns
Table 54. EP20K30E External Bidirectional Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tINSUBIDIF( 1.85 1.77 1.54 ns
thHBIDlR 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tOUTCOBlDlR 2.00 4.88 2.00 5.36 2.00 5.88 ns
tXZB|D|R 7.48 8.46 9.83 ns
tZXBlDlR 7.48 8.46 9.83 ns
tiNsuBIDIRPLL 4.12 4.24 - ns
YNHBIDIRPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
touTcoBIDIRPLL 0.50 2.60 0.50 2.88 - - ns
txzBIDIRPLL 5.21 5.99 - ns
tzXBIDIRPLL 5.21 5.99 - ns
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Table 57. EP20K60E fy,x Routing Delays

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tF1.4 0.24 0.26 0.30 ns
1F5-20 1.45 1.58 1.79 ns
troos 1.96 2.14 2.45 ns
Table 58. EP20K60E Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tcH 2.00 2.50 2.75 ns
toL 2.00 2.50 2.75 ns
tcLrP 0.20 0.28 0.41 ns
tPREP 0.20 0.28 0.41 ns
tESBCH 2.00 2.50 2.75 ns
tESBCL 2.00 2.50 2.75 ns
tESBWP 1.29 1.80 2.66 ns
tESBRP 1.04 1.45 2.14 ns
Table 59. EP20K60E External Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
t|NSU 2.03 2.12 2.23 ns
tiNH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
touTtco 2.00 4.84 2.00 5.31 2.00 5.81 ns
thSUPLL 1.12 1.15 - ns
thHPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
tOUTCOPLL 0.50 3.37 0.50 3.69 - - ns
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Table 74. EP20K200E fy4y ESB Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tesBARC 1.68 2.06 2.24 ns
tesBsRc 2.27 2.77 3.18 ns
tesBawc 3.10 3.86 4.50 ns
tesBswe 2.90 3.67 4.21 ns
tesBwASU 0.55 0.67 0.74 ns
tESBWAH 0.36 0.46 0.48 ns
tesBwDSU 0.69 0.83 0.95 ns
tesBWDH 0.36 0.46 0.48 ns
tesBRASU 1.61 1.90 2.09 ns
tesBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.01 ns
tesBWESU 1.42 1.71 2.01 ns
tesBWEH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBDATASU -0.06 -0.07 0.05 ns
tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns
tESBWADDRSU 0.11 0.13 0.31 ns
tESBRADDRSU 0.18 0.23 0.39 ns
tesBDATACO1 1.09 1.35 1.51 ns
tESBDATACO2 2.19 2.75 3.22 ns
tEsBDD 2.75 3.41 4.03 ns
tep 1.58 1.97 2.33 ns
tPTERMSU 1.00 1.22 1.51 ns
tpTERMCO 1.10 1.37 1.09 ns
Table 75. EP20K200E fyy Routing Delays
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
trq4 0.25 0.27 0.29 ns
tes.00 1.02 1.20 1.41 ns
teoos 1.99 2.23 2.53 ns
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Version 4.1

APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet version 4.1
contains the following changes:

B tpspwey added to Figure 37 and Tables 35, 50, 56, 62, 68, 74, 86,
92,97, and 104.

B Updated EP20K300E device internal and external timing
numbers in Tables 79 through 84.
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