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APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet

Windows-based PCs, Sun SPARCstations, and HP 9000
Series 700/800 workstations

—  Altera MegaCore® functions and Altera Megafunction Partners
Program (AMPPSM) megafunctions

- NativeLink™ integration with popular synthesis, simulation,
and timing analysis tools

—  QuartusII SignalTap® embedded logic analyzer simplifies
in-system design evaluation by giving access to internal nodes
during device operation

—  Supports popular revision-control software packages including
PVCS, Revision Control System (RCS), and Source Code Control
System (SCCS))

Table 4. APEX 20K QFP, BGA & PGA Package Options & I/0 Count  Notes (1), (2)

Device 144-Pin | 208-Pin | 240-Pin |356-Pin BGA | 652-Pin BGA | 655-Pin PGA
TOFP POFP PQFP
RQFP RQFP
EP20K30E 92 125
EP20K60E 92 148 151 196
EP20K100 101 159 189 252
EP20K100E 92 151 183 246
EP20K160E 88 143 175 271
EP20K200 144 174 277
EP20K200E 136 168 271 376
EP20K300E 152 408
EP20K400 502 502
EP20K400E 488
EP20K600E 488
EP20K1000E 488
EP20K1500E 488
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LE Operating Modes
The APEX 20K LE can operate in one of the following three modes:

B Normal mode
B Arithmetic mode
B Counter mode

Each mode uses LE resources differently. In each mode, seven available
inputs to the LE—the four data inputs from the LAB local interconnect,
the feedback from the programmable register, and the carry-in and
cascade-in from the previous LE—are directed to different destinations to
implement the desired logic function. LAB-wide signals provide clock,
asynchronous clear, asynchronous preset, asynchronous load,
synchronous clear, synchronous load, and clock enable control for the
register. These LAB-wide signals are available in all LE modes.

The Quartus II software, in conjunction with parameterized functions
such as LPM and DesignWare functions, automatically chooses the
appropriate mode for common functions such as counters, adders, and
multipliers. If required, the designer can also create special-purpose
functions that specify which LE operating mode to use for optimal
performance. Figure 8 shows the LE operating modes.
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Figure 12. APEX 20KE FastRow Interconnect
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Table 9 summarizes how various elements of the APEX 20K architecture

drive each other.
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Figure 22. ESB in Single-Port Mode  Note (1)
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Notes to Figure 22:
(1)  Allregisters can be asynchronously cleared by ESB local interconnect signals, global signals, or the chip-wide reset.
(2) APEX 20KE devices have four dedicated clocks.

Content-Addressable Memory

In APEX 20KE devices, the ESB can implement CAM. CAM can be
thought of as the inverse of RAM. When read, RAM outputs the data for
a given address. Conversely, CAM outputs an address for a given data
word. For example, if the data FA12 is stored in address 14, the CAM
outputs 14 when FA12 is driven into it.

CAM is used for high-speed search operations. When searching for data
within a RAM block, the search is performed serially. Thus, finding a
particular data word can take many cycles. CAM searches all addresses in
parallel and outputs the address storing a particular word. When a match
is found, a match flag is set high. Figure 23 shows the CAM block
diagram.
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Figure 23. APEX 20KE CAM Block Diagram
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CAM can be used in any application requiring high-speed searches, such
as networking, communications, data compression, and cache
management.

The APEX 20KE on-chip CAM provides faster system performance than
traditional discrete CAM. Integrating CAM and logic into the APEX 20KE
device eliminates off-chip and on-chip delays, improving system
performance.

When in CAM mode, the ESB implements 32-word, 32-bit CAM. Wider or
deeper CAM can be implemented by combining multiple CAMs with
some ancillary logic implemented in LEs. The Quartus II software
combines ESBs and LEs automatically to create larger CAMs.

CAM supports writing “don’t care” bits into words of the memory. The
“don’t-care” bit can be used as a mask for CAM comparisons; any bit set
to “don’t-care” has no effect on matches.

The output of the CAM can be encoded or unencoded. When encoded, the
ESB outputs an encoded address of the data’s location. For instance, if the
data is located in address 12, the ESB output is 12. When unencoded, the
ESB uses its 16 outputs to show the location of the data over two clock
cycles. In this case, if the data is located in address 12, the 12th output line
goes high. When using unencoded outputs, two clock cycles are required
to read the output because a 16-bit output bus is used to show the status
of 32 words.

The encoded output is better suited for designs that ensure duplicate data
is not written into the CAM. If duplicate data is written into two locations,
the CAM’s output will be incorrect. If the CAM may contain duplicate
data, the unencoded output is a better solution; CAM with unencoded
outputs can distinguish multiple data locations.

CAM can be pre-loaded with data during configuration, or it can be
written during system operation. In most cases, two clock cycles are
required to write each word into CAM. When “don’t-care” bits are used,
a third clock cycle is required.
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For more information on APEX 20KE devices and CAM, see Application
Note 119 (Implementing High-Speed Search Applications with APEX CAM).

Driving Signals to the ESB

ESBs provide flexible options for driving control signals. Different clocks
can be used for the ESB inputs and outputs. Registers can be inserted
independently on the data input, data output, read address, write
address, WE, and RE signals. The global signals and the local interconnect
can drive the WE and RE signals. The global signals, dedicated clock pins,
and local interconnect can drive the ESB clock signals. Because the LEs
drive the local interconnect, the LEs can control the WE and RE signals and
the ESB clock, clock enable, and asynchronous clear signals. Figure 24
shows the ESB control signal generation logic.

Figure 24. ESB Control Signal Generation
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(1) APEX 20KE devices have four dedicated clocks.
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An ESB is fed by the local interconnect, which is driven by adjacent LEs
(for high-speed connection to the ESB) or the MegaLAB interconnect. The
ESB can drive the local, MegaLLAB, or FastTrack Interconnect routing
structure to drive LEs and IOEs in the same MegaLAB structure or
anywhere in the device.

Altera Corporation
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1/0 Structure

Altera Corporation

Implementing Logic in ROM

In addition to implementing logic with product terms, the ESB can
implement logic functions when it is programmed with a read-only
pattern during configuration, creating a large LUT. With LUTs,
combinatorial functions are implemented by looking up the results, rather
than by computing them. This implementation of combinatorial functions
can be faster than using algorithms implemented in general logic, a
performance advantage that is further enhanced by the fast access times of
ESBs. The large capacity of ESBs enables designers to implement complex
functions in one logic level without the routing delays associated with
linked LEs or distributed RAM blocks. Parameterized functions such as
LPM functions can take advantage of the ESB automatically. Further, the
Quartus II software can implement portions of a design with ESBs where
appropriate.

Programmable Speed/Power Control

APEX 20K ESBs offer a high-speed mode that supports very fast operation
on an ESB-by-ESB basis. When high speed is not required, this feature can
be turned off to reduce the ESB’s power dissipation by up to 50%. ESBs
that run at low power incur a nominal timing delay adder. This

Turbo Bit™ option is available for ESBs that implement product-term
logic or memory functions. An ESB that is not used will be powered down
so that it does not consume DC current.

Designers can program each ESB in the APEX 20K device for either
high-speed or low-power operation. As a result, speed-critical paths in the
design can run at high speed, while the remaining paths operate at
reduced power.

The APEX 20K IOE contains a bidirectional I/O buffer and a register that
can be used either as an input register for external data requiring fast setup
times, or as an output register for data requiring fast clock-to-output
performance. IOEs can be used as input, output, or bidirectional pins. For
fast bidirectional I/O timing, LE registers using local routing can improve
setup times and OE timing. The Quartus II software Compiler uses the
programmable inversion option to invert signals from the row and column
interconnect automatically where appropriate. Because the APEX 20K IOE
offers one output enable per pin, the Quartus II software Compiler can
emulate open-drain operation efficiently.

The APEX 20K IOE includes programmable delays that can be activated to
ensure zero hold times, minimum clock-to-output times, input IOE
register-to-core register transfers, or core-to-output IOE register transfers.
A path in which a pin directly drives a register may require the delay to
ensure zero hold time, whereas a path in which a pin drives a register
through combinatorial logic may not require the delay.
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Figure 28 shows how a column IOE connects to the interconnect.

Figure 28. Column IOE Connection to the Interconnect
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Dedicated Fast I/0 Pins

APEX 20KE devices incorporate an enhancement to support bidirectional
pins with high internal fanout such as PCI control signals. These pins are
called Dedicated Fast I/O pins (FAST1, FAST2, FAST3, and FAST4) and
replace dedicated inputs. These pins can be used for fast clock, clear, or
high fanout logic signal distribution. They also can drive out. The
Dedicated Fast I/O pin data output and tri-state control are driven by
local interconnect from the adjacent MegaLAB for high speed.

Altera Corporation
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Advanced 1/0 Standard Support

APEX 20KE IOEs support the following I/O standards: LVTTL,
LVCMOS, 1.8-V1/0,25-V1/0, 3.3-V PCI, PCI-X, 3.3-V AGP, LVDS,
LVPECL, GTL+, CTT, HSTL Class I, SSTL-3 Class I and II, and SSTL-2
Class I and II.

For more information on I/O standards supported by APEX 20KE
devices, see Application Note 117 (Using Selectable 1/O Standards in Altera
Devices).

The APEX 20KE device contains eight I/O banks. In QFP packages, the
banks are linked to form four I/O banks. The I/O banks directly support
all standards except LVDS and LVPECL. All1/O banks can support LVDS
and LVPECL with the addition of external resistors. In addition, one block
within a bank contains circuitry to support high-speed True-LVDS and
LVPECL inputs, and another block within a particular bank supports
high-speed True-LVDS and LVPECL outputs. The LVDS blocks support
all of the I/O standards. Each I/O bank has its own VCCIO pins. A single
device can support 1.8-V, 2.5-V, and 3.3-V interfaces; each bank can
support a different standard independently. Each bank can also use a
separate Vggr level so that each bank can support any of the terminated
standards (such as SSTL-3) independently. Within a bank, any one of the
terminated standards can be supported. EP20K300E and larger

APEX 20KE devices support the LVDS interface for data pins (smaller
devices support LVDS clock pins, but not data pins). All EP20K300E and
larger devices support the LVDS interface for data pins up to 155 Mbit per
channel; EP20K400E devices and larger with an X-suffix on the ordering
code add a serializer/deserializer circuit and PLL for higher-speed
support.

Each bank can support multiple standards with the same VCCIO for
output pins. Each bank can support one voltage-referenced 1/O standard,
but it can support multiple I/O standards with the same VCCIO voltage
level. For example, when VCCIO is 3.3 V, a bank can support LVTTL,
LVCMOS, 3.3-V PCI, and SSTL-3 for inputs and outputs.

When the LVDS banks are not used as LVDS I/O banks, they support all

of the other I/O standards. Figure 29 shows the arrangement of the
APEX 20KE I/0 banks.

Altera Corporation
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Table 18. APEX 20KE Clock Input & Output Parameters

(Part2 of 2) Note (1)

Symbol Parameter 1/0 Standard | -1X Speed Grade -2X Speed Grade | Units
Min Max Min Max
fin Input clock frequency 3.3-V LVTTL 1.5 290 1.5 257 MHz
2.5-V LVTTL 15 281 15 250 | MHz
1.8-V LVTTL 1.5 272 15 243 | MHz
GTL+ 1.5 303 1.5 261 | MHz
SSTL-2 Class 1.5 291 15 253 | MHz
I
SSTL-2 Class 1.5 291 15 253 | MHz
]
SSTL-3 Class 15 300 1.5 260 | MHz
I
SSTL-3 Class 15 300 1.5 260 | MHz
I
LVDS 15 420 1.5 350 | MHz

Notes to Tables 17 and 18:
(1)  Allinput clock specifications must be met. The PLL may not lock onto an incoming clock if the clock specifications

are not met, creating an erroneous clock within the device.
(2) The maximum lock time is 40 us or 2000 input clock cycles, whichever occurs first.

(3) Before configuration, the PLL circuits are disable and powered down. During configuration, the PLLs are still
disabled. The PLLs begin to lock once the device is in the user mode. If the clock enable feature is used, lock begins
once the CLKLK_ENA pin goes high in user mode.

(4) The PLL VCO operating range is 200 MHz 0 fyco 0 840 MHz for LVDS mode.

SignalTap

Embedded
Logic Analyzer

54

APEX 20K devices include device enhancements to support the SignalTap
embedded logic analyzer. By including this circuitry, the APEX 20K
device provides the ability to monitor design operation over a period of

time through the IEEE Std. 1149.1 (JTAG) circuitry; a designer can analyze
internal logic at speed without bringing internal signals to the I/O pins.

This feature is particularly important for advanced packages such as
FineLine BGA packages because adding a connection to a pin during the
debugging process can be difficult after a board is designed and
manufactured.

Altera Corporation
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Table 28. APEX 20KE Device Recommended Operating Conditions

Symbol Parameter Conditions Min Max | Unit
VeeinT Supply voltage for internal logic and (3), (4) 1.71(1.71) | 1.89(1.89) | V
input buffers
Veeio Supply voltage for output buffers, 3.3-V | (3), (4) 3.00 (3.00) | 3.60(3.60) | V
operation
Supply voltage for output buffers, 2.5-V | (3), (4) 2.375 2.625 \
operation (2.375) (2.625)
Supply voltage for output buffers, 1.8-V | (3), (4) 1.71(1.71) | 1.89(1.89) | V
operation
V, Input voltage (5), (6) -0.5 4.0 \
VO Output voltage 0 Vcc|o \
Ty Junction temperature For commercial use 0 85 °C
For industrial use —40 100 °C
tr Input rise time 40 ns
te Input fall time 40 ns
Altera Corporation 63
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Il="  For DC Operating Specifications on APEX 20KE I/O standards,
please refer to Application Note 117 (Using Selectable I/O Standards
in Altera Devices).

Table 30. APEX 20KE Device Capacitance  Note (15)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Min Max Unit
Cin Input capacitance Vin=0V, f=1.0 MHz 8 pF
CiNCLK Input capacitance on ViN=0V,f=1.0 MHz 12 pF

dedicated clock pin

Cout Output capacitance Voutr =0V, f=1.0MHz 8 pF

Notes to Tables 27 through 30:

]
@

(©)

®
©®)

(6)

@)
®

©

(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)

(14)
(15)

See the Operating Requirements for Altera Devices Data Sheet.

Minimum DC input is -0.5 V. During transitions, the inputs may undershoot to —2.0 V or overshoot to 5.75 V for
input currents less than 100 mA and periods shorter than 20 ns.

Numbers in parentheses are for industrial-temperature-range devices.

Maximum V¢ rise time is 100 ms, and V¢ must rise monotonically.

Minimum DC input is 0.5 V. During transitions, the inputs may undershoot to 2.0 V or overshoot to the voltage
shown in the following table based on input duty cycle for input currents less than 100 mA. The overshoot is
dependent upon duty cycle of the signal. The DC case is equivalent to 100% duty cycle.

Vin Max. Duty Cycle
4.0V 100% (DC)

4.1 90%

4.2 50%

4.3 30%

44 17%

4.5 10%

All pins, including dedicated inputs, clock, I/O, and JTAG pins, may be driven before Vet and Vo are
powered.

Typical values are for Ty =25°C, Veeny =18V, and Vo =18V,25Vor3.3 V.

These values are specified under the APEX 20KE device recommended operating conditions, shown in Table 24 on
page 60.

Refer to Application Note 117 (Using Selectable I/O Standards in Altera Devices) for the Vyy, Vi, Vo, Vor, and I
parameters when VCCIO =1.8 V.

The APEX 20KE input buffers are compatible with 1.8-V, 2.5-V and 3.3-V (LVTTL and LVCMOS) signals.
Additionally, the input buffers are 3.3-V PCI compliant. Input buffers also meet specifications for GTL+, CTT, AGP,
SSTL-2, SSTL-3, and HSTL.

The Iy parameter refers to high-level TTL, PCI, or CMOS output current.

The I parameter refers to low-level TTL, PCI, or CMOS output current. This parameter applies to open-drain pins
as well as output pins.

This value is specified for normal device operation. The value may vary during power-up.

Pin pull-up resistance values will be lower if an external source drives the pin higher than Vcjo.

Capacitance is sample-tested only.

Figure 33 shows the relationship between Vg and Ve for 3.3-V PCI
compliance on APEX 20K devices.
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Figure 35 shows the output drive characteristics of APEX 20KE devices.

Figure 35. Output Drive Characteristics of APEX 20KE Devices  Note (1
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Timing Model

Altera Corporation

The high-performance FastTrack and MegaLAB interconnect routing
resources ensure predictable performance, accurate simulation, and
accurate timing analysis. This predictable performance contrasts with that
of FPGAs, which use a segmented connection scheme and therefore have
unpredictable performance.
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Figure 40. Synchronous Bidirectional Pin External Timing
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(1) The output enable and input registers are LE registers in the LAB adjacent to a
bidirectional row pin. The output enable register is set with “Output Enable

Routing= Signal-Pin” option in the Quartus II software.

(2) The LABadjacent input register is set with “Decrease Input Delay to Internal Cells=
Off”. This maintains a zero hold time for lab adjacent registers while giving a fast,
position independent setup time. A faster setup time with zero hold time is possible
by setting “Decrease Input Delay to Internal Cells= ON” and moving the input
register farther away from the bidirectional pin. The exact position where zero hold
occurs with the minimum setup time, varies with device density and speed grade.

Table 31 describes the fj;4x timing parameters shown in Figure 36 on

page 68.

Table 31. APEX 20K fyux Timing Parameters  (Part 1 of 2)

Symbol Parameter
tsy LE register setup time before clock
ty LE register hold time after clock
tco LE register clock-to-output delay
tut LUT delay for data-in
tesBRC ESB Asynchronous read cycle time
tesBwe ESB Asynchronous write cycle time
tESBWESU ESB WE setup time before clock when using input register
tesBDATASU ESB data setup time before clock when using input register
tesBDATAH ESB data hold time after clock when using input register
tESBADDRSU ESB address setup time before clock when using input registers
tESBDATACO1 ESB clock-to-output delay when using output registers
72 Altera Corporation
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Table 42. EP20K400 fyzx Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Units
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsy 0.1 03 06 ns
ty 0.5 0.8 0.9 ns
tco 0.1 0.4 0.6 ns
tLuT 1.0 12 14 ns
tessRC 17 2.1 2.4 ns
tesawe 5.7 6.9 8.1 ns
tesBwEsU 3.3 3.9 4.6 ns
tESBDATASU 22 2.7 3.1 ns
tESBDATAH 0.6 058 0.9 ns
tesBADDRSU 24 2.9 3.3 ns
tESBDATACO!1 1.3 1.6 1.8 ns
tESBDATACO?2 2.5 3.1 3.6 ns
tesBDD 25 3.3 3.6 ns
trp 25 3.1 3.6 ns
tPTERMSU 1.7 2.1 2.4 ns
tPTERMCO 1.0 1.2 1.4 ns
tr1-4 0.4 0.5 0.6 ns
trs.20 26 28 2.9 ns
teo0s 3.7 3.8 3.9 ns
toH 2.0 2.5 3.0 ns
toL 2.0 2.5 3.0 ns
toLRp 0.5 0.6 0.8 ns
tPREP 0.5 0.5 0.5 ns
tesBcH 2.0 2.5 3.0 ns
tessoL 2.0 2.5 3.0 ns
tesewp 1.5 1.9 2.2 ns
tessRP 1.0 1.2 1.4 ns

Altera Corporation

Tables 43 through 48 show the I/O external and external bidirectional

timing parameter values for EP20K100, EP20K200, and EP20K400

APEX 20K devices.
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Tables 55 through 60 describe f4x LE Timing Microparameters, fp14x
ESB Timing Microparameters, f14x Routing Delays, Minimum Pulse
Width Timing Parameters, External Timing Parameters, and External
Bidirectional Timing Parameters for EP20K60E APEX 20KE devices.

Table 55. EP20K60E fyy LE Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsu 0.17 0.15 0.16 ns
ty 0.32 0.33 0.39 ns
tco 0.29 0.40 0.60 ns
tLUT 0.77 1.07 1.59 ns
Altera Corporation 85
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Table 56. EP20KG6OE fy,x ESB Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tEsBARC 1.83 2,57 3.79 ns
tesBsRC 2.46 3.26 4.61 ns
tesBawc 3.50 4.90 7.23 ns
teseswc 3.77 4.90 6.79 ns
tesBwaAsU 1.59 2.23 3.29 ns
tespwAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBwDsU 1.75 2.46 3.62 ns
teSBWDH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBrAsU 1.76 2.47 3.64 ns
tesBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBWESU 1.68 2.49 3.87 ns
teSBWENH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBDATASU 0.08 0.43 1.04 ns
tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns
tESBWADDRSU 0.29 0.72 1.46 ns
tESBRADDRSU 0.36 0.81 1.58 ns
tesBDATACO1 1.06 1.24 1.55 ns
tesBDATACO2 2.39 3.35 4.94 ns
tesBDD 3.50 4.90 7.23 ns
tep 1.72 2.41 3.56 ns
tPTERMSU 0.99 1.56 2.55 ns
trTERMCO 1.07 1.26 1.08 ns

86 Altera Corporation



APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet

Table 68. EP20K160E fy4x ESB Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tEsBARC 1.65 2.02 2.11 ns
tesBsRC 2.21 2.70 3.11 ns
tesBAWC 3.04 3.79 4.42 ns
teseswe 2.81 3.56 410 ns
tesBwaAsu 0.54 0.66 0.73 ns
tesBWAH 0.36 0.45 0.47 ns
tesBwDsU 0.68 0.81 0.94 ns
tESBWDH 0.36 0.45 0.47 ns
tESBRASU 1.58 1.87 2.06 ns
tesBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.01 ns
tesBWESU 1.41 1.71 2.00 ns
tespwEn 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBDATASU -0.02 -0.03 0.09 ns
tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns
tESBWADDRSU 0.14 0.17 0.35 ns
tESBRADDRSU 0.21 0.27 0.43 ns
tESBDATACOT 1.04 1.30 1.46 ns
tesBDATACO2 2.15 2.70 3.16 ns
tesBDD 2.69 3.35 3.97 ns
tpp 1.55 1.93 2.29 ns
tPTERMSU 1.01 1.23 1.52 ns
tpTERMCO 1.06 1.32 1.04 ns
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Table 76. EP20K200E Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
to 1.36 2.44 2.65 ns
toL 1.36 2.44 2.65 ns
toLrp 0.18 0.19 0.21 ns
tprEP 0.18 0.19 0.21 ns
tesecH 1.36 2.44 2.65 ns
tessoL 1.36 2.44 2.65 ns
tespwp 1.18 1.48 1.76 ns
teseRP 0.95 1.17 1.41 ns

Table 77. EP20K200E External Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tinsu 2.24 2.35 2.47 ns
Nk 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
touTCO 2.00 512 2.00 562 2.00 6.11 ns
thSUPLL 2.13 2.07 - ns
thHPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
toutcoprLL 0.50 3.01 0.50 3.36 - - ns
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Version 4.1

APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet version 4.1
contains the following changes:

B tpspwey added to Figure 37 and Tables 35, 50, 56, 62, 68, 74, 86,
92,97, and 104.

B Updated EP20K300E device internal and external timing
numbers in Tables 79 through 84.
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