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APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet

Table 2. Additional APEX 20K Device Features Note (1)

Feature EP20K300E | EP20K400 | EP20K400E | EP20K600E | EP20K1000E | EP20K1500E
Maximum system 728,000 1,052,000 1,052,000 1,537,000 1,772,000 2,392,000
gates
Typical gates 300,000 400,000 400,000 600,000 1,000,000 1,500,000
LEs 11,520 16,640 16,640 24,320 38,400 51,840
ESBs 72 104 104 152 160 216
Maximum 147,456 212,992 212,992 311,296 327,680 442,368
RAM bits
Maximum 1,152 1,664 1,664 2,432 2,560 3,456
macrocells
Maximum user 1/O 408 502 488 588 708 808
pins

Note to Tables 1 and 2:

@

57,000 additional gates.

Additional
Features

B Designed for low-power operation

1.8-V and 2.5-V supply voltage (see Table 3)
MultiVolt™ I/O interface support to interface with 1.8-V, 2.5-V,

3.3-V, and 5.0-V devices (see Table 3)

ESB offering programmable power-saving mode

The embedded IEEE Std. 1149.1 Joint Test Action Group (JTAG) boundary-scan circuitry contributes up to

Table 3. APEX 20K Supply Voltages

Feature

Device

EP20K100
EP20K200
EP20K400

EP20K30E
EP20K60E
EP20K100E
EP20K160E
EP20K200E
EP20K300E
EP20K400E
EP20K600E
EP20K1000E
EP20K1500E

Internal supply voltage (VoeinT)

25V

1.8V

MultiVolt I/O interface voltage levels (Voci0)

25V,

33V,5.0V

1.8V,25V,33V,50V (1)

Note to Table 3:
APEX 20KE devices can be 5.0-V tolerant by using an external resistor.

¢9)
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General
Description

APEX™ 20K devices are the first PLDs designed with the MultiCore
architecture, which combines the strengths of LUT-based and product-
term-based devices with an enhanced memory structure. LUT-based logic
provides optimized performance and efficiency for data-path, register-
intensive, mathematical, or digital signal processing (DSP) designs.
Product-term-based logic is optimized for complex combinatorial paths,
such as complex state machines. LUT- and product-term-based logic
combined with memory functions and a wide variety of MegaCore and
AMPP functions make the APEX 20K device architecture uniquely suited
for system-on-a-programmable-chip designs. Applications historically
requiring a combination of LUT-, product-term-, and memory-based
devices can now be integrated into one APEX 20K device.

APEX 20KE devices are a superset of APEX 20K devices and include
additional features such as advanced I/O standard support, CAM,
additional global clocks, and enhanced ClockLock clock circuitry. In
addition, APEX 20KE devices extend the APEX 20K family to 1.5 million
gates. APEX 20KE devices are denoted with an “E” suffix in the device
name (e.g., the EP20K1000E device is an APEX 20KE device). Table 8
compares the features included in APEX 20K and APEX 20KE devices.
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Logic Array Block

Each LAB consists of 10 LEs, the LEs” associated carry and cascade chains,
LAB control signals, and the local interconnect. The local interconnect
transfers signals between LEs in the same or adjacent LABs, IOEs, or ESBs.
The Quartus II Compiler places associated logic within an LAB or
adjacent LABs, allowing the use of a fast local interconnect for high
performance. Figure 3 shows the APEX 20K LAB.

APEX 20K devices use an interleaved LAB structure. This structure allows
each LE to drive two local interconnect areas. This feature minimizes use
of the MegaLLAB and FastTrack interconnect, providing higher
performance and flexibility. Each LE can drive 29 other LEs through the
fast local interconnect.

Figure 3. LAB Structure
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The 10 LEs in the LAB are driven by
two local interconnect areas. These LES
can drive two local interconnect areas.
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Each LAB contains dedicated logic for driving control signals to its LEs
and ESBs. The control signals include clock, clock enable, asynchronous
clear, asynchronous preset, asynchronous load, synchronous clear, and
synchronous load signals. A maximum of six control signals can be used
ata time. Although synchronous load and clear signals are generally used
when implementing counters, they can also be used with other functions.

Each LAB can use two clocks and two clock enable signals. Each LAB’s
clock and clock enable signals are linked (e.g., any LE in a particular LAB
using CLK1 will also use CLKENAL). LEs with the same clock but different
clock enable signals either use both clock signals in one LAB or are placed
into separate LABs.

If both the rising and falling edges of a clock are used in a LAB, both LAB-
wide clock signals are used.

The LAB-wide control signals can be generated from the LAB local
interconnect, global signals, and dedicated clock pins. The inherent low
skew of the FastTrack Interconnect enables it to be used for clock
distribution. Figure 4 shows the LAB control signal generation circuit.

Figure 4. LAB Control Signal Generation
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Notes to Figure 4:
1)
@

(©)

LAB.

12

SYNCLOAD LABCLKENA1 LABCLR1 (2)
or LABCLKENA2

SYNCCLR LABCLK1 LABCLR2 (2)
or LABCLK2 (3)

APEX 20KE devices have four dedicated clocks.
The LABCLR1 and LABCLR2 signals also control asynchronous load and asynchronous preset for LEs within the

The SYNCCLR signal can be generated by the local interconnect or global signals.
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Figure 10. FastTrack Connection to Local Interconnect
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Figure 23. APEX 20KE CAM Block Diagram
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CAM can be used in any application requiring high-speed searches, such
as networking, communications, data compression, and cache
management.

The APEX 20KE on-chip CAM provides faster system performance than
traditional discrete CAM. Integrating CAM and logic into the APEX 20KE
device eliminates off-chip and on-chip delays, improving system
performance.

When in CAM mode, the ESB implements 32-word, 32-bit CAM. Wider or
deeper CAM can be implemented by combining multiple CAMs with
some ancillary logic implemented in LEs. The Quartus II software
combines ESBs and LEs automatically to create larger CAMs.

CAM supports writing “don’t care” bits into words of the memory. The
“don’t-care” bit can be used as a mask for CAM comparisons; any bit set
to “don’t-care” has no effect on matches.

The output of the CAM can be encoded or unencoded. When encoded, the
ESB outputs an encoded address of the data’s location. For instance, if the
data is located in address 12, the ESB output is 12. When unencoded, the
ESB uses its 16 outputs to show the location of the data over two clock
cycles. In this case, if the data is located in address 12, the 12th output line
goes high. When using unencoded outputs, two clock cycles are required
to read the output because a 16-bit output bus is used to show the status
of 32 words.

The encoded output is better suited for designs that ensure duplicate data
is not written into the CAM. If duplicate data is written into two locations,
the CAM’s output will be incorrect. If the CAM may contain duplicate
data, the unencoded output is a better solution; CAM with unencoded
outputs can distinguish multiple data locations.

CAM can be pre-loaded with data during configuration, or it can be
written during system operation. In most cases, two clock cycles are
required to write each word into CAM. When “don’t-care” bits are used,
a third clock cycle is required.
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Figure 28 shows how a column IOE connects to the interconnect.

Figure 28. Column IOE Connection to the Interconnect

Each I0E can drive column interconnect. In APEX 20KE devices,

|0Es can also drive FastRow interconnect. Each IOE data
and OE signal is driven by local interconnect.
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A
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interconnect. *
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Dedicated Fast I/0 Pins

APEX 20KE devices incorporate an enhancement to support bidirectional
pins with high internal fanout such as PCI control signals. These pins are
called Dedicated Fast I/O pins (FAST1, FAST2, FAST3, and FAST4) and
replace dedicated inputs. These pins can be used for fast clock, clear, or
high fanout logic signal distribution. They also can drive out. The
Dedicated Fast I/O pin data output and tri-state control are driven by
local interconnect from the adjacent MegaLAB for high speed.

Altera Corporation
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Advanced 1/0 Standard Support

APEX 20KE IOEs support the following I/O standards: LVTTL,
LVCMOS, 1.8-V1/0,25-V1/0, 3.3-V PCI, PCI-X, 3.3-V AGP, LVDS,
LVPECL, GTL+, CTT, HSTL Class I, SSTL-3 Class I and II, and SSTL-2
Class I and II.

For more information on I/O standards supported by APEX 20KE
devices, see Application Note 117 (Using Selectable 1/O Standards in Altera
Devices).

The APEX 20KE device contains eight I/O banks. In QFP packages, the
banks are linked to form four I/O banks. The I/O banks directly support
all standards except LVDS and LVPECL. All1/O banks can support LVDS
and LVPECL with the addition of external resistors. In addition, one block
within a bank contains circuitry to support high-speed True-LVDS and
LVPECL inputs, and another block within a particular bank supports
high-speed True-LVDS and LVPECL outputs. The LVDS blocks support
all of the I/O standards. Each I/O bank has its own VCCIO pins. A single
device can support 1.8-V, 2.5-V, and 3.3-V interfaces; each bank can
support a different standard independently. Each bank can also use a
separate Vggr level so that each bank can support any of the terminated
standards (such as SSTL-3) independently. Within a bank, any one of the
terminated standards can be supported. EP20K300E and larger

APEX 20KE devices support the LVDS interface for data pins (smaller
devices support LVDS clock pins, but not data pins). All EP20K300E and
larger devices support the LVDS interface for data pins up to 155 Mbit per
channel; EP20K400E devices and larger with an X-suffix on the ordering
code add a serializer/deserializer circuit and PLL for higher-speed
support.

Each bank can support multiple standards with the same VCCIO for
output pins. Each bank can support one voltage-referenced 1/O standard,
but it can support multiple I/O standards with the same VCCIO voltage
level. For example, when VCCIO is 3.3 V, a bank can support LVTTL,
LVCMOS, 3.3-V PCI, and SSTL-3 for inputs and outputs.

When the LVDS banks are not used as LVDS I/O banks, they support all

of the other I/O standards. Figure 29 shows the arrangement of the
APEX 20KE I/0 banks.

Altera Corporation
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Figure 29. APEX 20KE /0 Banks
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Notes to Figure 29:

(1)  For more information on placing I/O pins in LVDS blocks, refer to the Guidelines for
Using LVDS Blocks section in Application Note 120 (Using LVDS in APEX 20KE
Devices).

If the LVDS input and output blocks are not used for LVDS, they can support all of
the I/O standards and can be used as input, output, or bidirectional pins with
Veciosetto3.3V,25V,0r 1.8 V.

@

Power Sequencing & Hot Socketing

Because APEX 20K and APEX 20KE devices can be used in a mixed-
voltage environment, they have been designed specifically to tolerate any
possible power-up sequence. Therefore, the V-cio and Vot power
supplies may be powered in any order.

For more information, please refer to the “Power Sequencing
Considerations” section in the Configuring APEX 20KE & APEX 20KC
Devices chapter of the Configuration Devices Handbook.

Signals can be driven into APEX 20K devices before and during power-up
without damaging the device. In addition, APEX 20K devices do not drive
out during power-up. Once operating conditions are reached and the
device is configured, APEX 20K and APEX 20KE devices operate as
specified by the user.
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MultiVolt 1/0
Interface

46

Under hot socketing conditions, APEX 20KE devices will not sustain any
damage, but the I/O pins will drive out.

The APEX device architecture supports the MultiVolt I/O interface
feature, which allows APEX devices in all packages to interface with
systems of different supply voltages. The devices have one set of VCC pins
for internal operation and input buffers (VCCINT), and another set forI/O
output drivers (VCCIO).

The APEX 20K VCCINT pins must always be connected to a 2.5 V power
supply. With a 2.5-V Vit level, input pins are 2.5-V, 3.3-V, and 5.0-V
tolerant. The VCCIO pins can be connected to either a 2.5-V or 3.3-V power
supply, depending on the output requirements. When VCCIO pins are
connected to a 2.5-V power supply, the output levels are compatible with
2.5-V systems. When the VCCIO pins are connected to a 3.3-V power
supply, the output high is 3.3 V and is compatible with 3.3-V or 5.0-V
systems.

Table 12 summarizes 5.0-V tolerant APEX 20K MultiVolt I/O support.

Table 12. 5.0-V Tolerant APEX 20K MultiVolt I/0 Support

Veeio (V) Input Signals (V) Output Signals (V)
2.5 3.3 5.0 2.5 3.3 5.0
25 v V(1) V(1) v
3.3 v v V(1) v(2) v v

Notes to Table 12:

(1) The PCI clamping diode must be disabled to drive an input with voltages higher
than VCCIO'

(2)  When Vo =3.3V, an APEX 20K device can drive a 2.5-V device with 3.3-V
tolerant inputs.

Open-drain output pins on 5.0-V tolerant APEX 20K devices (with a pull-
up resistor to the 5.0-V supply) can drive 5.0-V CMOS input pins that
require a Vg of 3.5 V. When the pin is inactive, the trace will be pulled up
to 5.0 V by the resistor. The open-drain pin will only drive low or tri-state;
itwill never drive high. The rise time is dependent on the value of the pull-
up resistor and load impedance. The I, current specification should be
considered when selecting a pull-up resistor.

Altera Corporation



APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet

48

For designs that require both a multiplied and non-multiplied clock, the
clock trace on the board can be connected to CLK2p. Table 14 shows the
combinations supported by the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry. The
CLK2p pin can feed both the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry in the
APEX 20K device. However, when both circuits are used, the other clock
pin (CLK1p) cannot be used.

Table 14. Multiplication Factor Combinations

Clock 1 Clock 2
x1 x1
x1, x2 x2
x1, x2, x4 x4

APEX 20KE ClockLock Feature

APEX 20KE devices include an enhanced ClockLock feature set. These
devices include up to four PLLs, which can be used independently. Two
PLLs are designed for either general-purpose use or LVDS use (on devices
that support LVDS I/0O pins). The remaining two PLLs are designed for
general-purpose use. The EP20K200E and smaller devices have two PLLs;
the EP20K300E and larger devices have four PLLs.

The following sections describe some of the features offered by the
APEX 20KE PLLs.

External PLL Feedback

The ClockLock circuit’s output can be driven off-chip to clock other
devices in the system; further, the feedback loop of the PLL can be routed
off-chip. This feature allows the designer to exercise fine control over the
I/0 interface between the APEX 20KE device and another high-speed
device, such as SDRAM.

Clock Multiplication

The APEX 20KE ClockBoost circuit can multiply or divide clocks by a
programmable number. The clock can be multiplied by m/(n x k) or
m/(n xv), where m and k range from 2 to 160, and n and v range from 1 to
16. Clock multiplication and division can be used for time-domain
multiplexing and other functions, which can reduce design LE
requirements.

Altera Corporation



APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet

Altera Corporation

Clock Phase & Delay Adjustment

The APEX 20KE ClockShift feature allows the clock phase and delay to be
adjusted. The clock phase can be adjusted by 90° steps. The clock delay
can be adjusted to increase or decrease the clock delay by an arbitrary
amount, up to one clock period.

LVDS Support

Two PLLs are designed to support the LVDS interface. When using LVDS,
the I/O clock runs at a slower rate than the data transfer rate. Thus, PLLs
are used to multiply the I/O clock internally to capture the LVDS data. For
example, an I/O clock may run at 105 MHz to support 840 megabits per
second (Mbps) LVDS data transfer. In this example, the PLL multiplies the
incoming clock by eight to support the high-speed data transfer. You can
use PLLs in EP20K400E and larger devices for high-speed LVDS
interfacing.

Lock Signals

The APEX 20KE ClockLock circuitry supports individual LOCK signals.
The LOCK signal drives high when the ClockLock circuit has locked onto
the input clock. The LOCK signals are optional for each ClockLock circuit;
when not used, they are I/O pins.

ClockLock & ClockBoost Timing Parameters

For the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry to function properly, the
incoming clock must meet certain requirements. If these specifications are
not met, the circuitry may not lock onto the incoming clock, which
generates an erroneous clock within the device. The clock generated by
the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry must also meet certain
specifications. If the incoming clock meets these requirements during
configuration, the APEX 20K ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry will
lock onto the clock during configuration. The circuit will be ready for use
immediately after configuration. In APEX 20KE devices, the clock input
standard is programmable, so the PLL cannot respond to the clock until
the device is configured. The PLL locks onto the input clock as soon as
configuration is complete. Figure 30 shows the incoming and generated
clock specifications.

s For more information on ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry,

see Application Note 115: Using the ClockLock and ClockBoost PLL
Features in APEX Devices.
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Notes to Table 16:

(1) To implement the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry with the Quartus II software, designers must specify the
input frequency. The Quartus II software tunes the PLL in the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry to this frequency.
The fc; kppy parameter specifies how much the incoming clock can differ from the specified frequency during
device operation. Simulation does not reflect this parameter.

(2) Twenty-five thousand parts per million (PPM) equates to 2.5% of input clock period.

(3) During device configuration, the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry is configured before the rest of the device. If
the incoming clock is supplied during configuration, the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry locks during
configuration because the f; 5k value is less than the time required for configuration.

(4)  The tjrreR specification is measured under long-term observation.

Tables 17 and 18 summarize the ClockLock and ClockBoost parameters

for APEX 20KE devices.
Table 17. APEX 20KE ClockLock & ClockBoost Parameters  Note (1)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Min Typ Max Unit
tr Input rise time 5 ns
te Input fall time 5 ns
tinDUTY Input duty cycle 40 60 %
tNJITTER Input jitter peak-to-peak 2% of input | peak-to-

period peak
touTUITTER Jitter on ClockLock or ClockBoost- 0.35% of RMS
generated clock output period
toutouTy Duty cycle for ClockLock or 45 55 %
ClockBoost-generated clock
tLock (2) (3) |Time required for ClockLock or 40 us
ClockBoost to acquire lock
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Figure 39. ESB Synchronous Timing Waveforms
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Figure 40 shows the timing model for bidirectional I/O pin timing.
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Table 43. EP20K100 External Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

tinsu (1) 2.3 2.8 3.2 ns
tinm (1) 0.0 0.0 0.0 ns
toutco (1) 2.0 45 2.0 4.9 2.0 6.6 ns
tinsu (2) 1.1 1.2 - ns
tine (2) 0.0 0.0 - ns
toutco (2) 0.5 2.7 0.5 3.1 - 4.8 ns

Table 44. EP20K100 External Bidirectional Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

tinsusipir (1) 23 2.8 3.2 ns
tinnsiDIR (1) 0.0 0.0 0.0 ns
touTCcoBIDIR 2.0 4.5 2.0 4.9 2.0 6.6 ns
(1)
txzsipir (1) 5.0 5.9 6.9 ns
tzxsipir (1) 5.0 5.9 6.9 ns
tinsusipir (2 1.0 1.2 — ns
tinugiDIR (2) 0.0 0.0 - ns
toutcoBIDIR 0.5 2.7 0.5 3.1 _ _ ns
2)
txzsipIr (@) 4.3 5.0 - ns
tzxsiDIR (2) 4.3 5.0 - ns

Table 45. EP20K200 External Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

tinsu (1) 1.9 2.3 2.6 ns
ting (1) 0.0 0.0 0.0 ns
touTco (1) 2.0 4.6 2.0 5.6 2.0 6.8 ns
tinsu (2) 1.1 1.2 - ns
tine (2) 0.0 0.0 - ns
toutco (@) 0.5 2.7 0.5 3.1 - - ns
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Tables 55 through 60 describe f4x LE Timing Microparameters, fp14x
ESB Timing Microparameters, f14x Routing Delays, Minimum Pulse
Width Timing Parameters, External Timing Parameters, and External
Bidirectional Timing Parameters for EP20K60E APEX 20KE devices.

Table 55. EP20K60E fyy LE Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsu 0.17 0.15 0.16 ns
ty 0.32 0.33 0.39 ns
tco 0.29 0.40 0.60 ns
tLUT 0.77 1.07 1.59 ns
Altera Corporation 85
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Table 56. EP20KG6OE fy,x ESB Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tEsBARC 1.83 2,57 3.79 ns
tesBsRC 2.46 3.26 4.61 ns
tesBawc 3.50 4.90 7.23 ns
teseswc 3.77 4.90 6.79 ns
tesBwaAsU 1.59 2.23 3.29 ns
tespwAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBwDsU 1.75 2.46 3.62 ns
teSBWDH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBrAsU 1.76 2.47 3.64 ns
tesBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBWESU 1.68 2.49 3.87 ns
teSBWENH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBDATASU 0.08 0.43 1.04 ns
tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns
tESBWADDRSU 0.29 0.72 1.46 ns
tESBRADDRSU 0.36 0.81 1.58 ns
tesBDATACO1 1.06 1.24 1.55 ns
tesBDATACO2 2.39 3.35 4.94 ns
tesBDD 3.50 4.90 7.23 ns
tep 1.72 2.41 3.56 ns
tPTERMSU 0.99 1.56 2.55 ns
trTERMCO 1.07 1.26 1.08 ns
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Table 69. EP20K160E fy4y Routing Delays

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
teq-a 0.25 0.26 0.28 ns
trs.00 1.00 1.18 1.35 ns
troos 1.95 2.19 2.30 ns
Table 70. EP20K160E Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
ton 1.34 1.43 1.55 ns
toL 1.34 1.43 1.55 ns
tcLrp 0.18 0.19 0.21 ns
tPREP 0.18 0.19 0.21 ns
tESBCH 1.34 1.43 1.55 ns
tESBCL 1.34 1.43 1.55 ns
tESBWP 1.15 1.45 1.73 ns
tESBRF’ 0.93 1.15 1.38 ns
Table 71. EP20K160E External Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
t|NSU 2.23 2.34 2.47 ns
tiNH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
toutco 2.00 5.07 2.00 5.59 2.00 6.13 ns
thSUPLL 212 2.07 - ns
thHPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
tOUTCOPLL 0.50 3.00 0.50 3.35 - - ns
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Table 74. EP20K200E fy4y ESB Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tesBARC 1.68 2.06 2.24 ns
tesBsRc 2.27 2.77 3.18 ns
tesBawc 3.10 3.86 4.50 ns
tesBswe 2.90 3.67 4.21 ns
tesBwASU 0.55 0.67 0.74 ns
tESBWAH 0.36 0.46 0.48 ns
tesBwDSU 0.69 0.83 0.95 ns
tesBWDH 0.36 0.46 0.48 ns
tesBRASU 1.61 1.90 2.09 ns
tesBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.01 ns
tesBWESU 1.42 1.71 2.01 ns
tesBWEH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBDATASU -0.06 -0.07 0.05 ns
tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns
tESBWADDRSU 0.11 0.13 0.31 ns
tESBRADDRSU 0.18 0.23 0.39 ns
tesBDATACO1 1.09 1.35 1.51 ns
tESBDATACO2 2.19 2.75 3.22 ns
tEsBDD 2.75 3.41 4.03 ns
tep 1.58 1.97 2.33 ns
tPTERMSU 1.00 1.22 1.51 ns
tpTERMCO 1.10 1.37 1.09 ns
Table 75. EP20K200E fyy Routing Delays
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
trq4 0.25 0.27 0.29 ns
tes.00 1.02 1.20 1.41 ns
teoos 1.99 2.23 2.53 ns
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SRAM configuration elements allow APEX 20K devices to be
reconfigured in-circuit by loading new configuration data into the
device. Real-time reconfiguration is performed by forcing the device
into command mode with a device pin, loading different
configuration data, reinitializing the device, and resuming user-
mode operation. In-field upgrades can be performed by distributing
new configuration files.

Configuration Schemes

The configuration data for an APEX 20K device can be loaded with
one of five configuration schemes (see Table 111), chosen on the basis
of the target application. An EPC2 or EPC16 configuration device,
intelligent controller, or the JTAG port can be used to control the
configuration of an APEX 20K device. When a configuration device
is used, the system can configure automatically at system power-up.

Multiple APEX 20K devices can be configured in any of five
configuration schemes by connecting the configuration enable (nCE)
and configuration enable output (nCEO) pins on each device.

Table 111. Data Sources for Configuration

Configuration Scheme

Data Source

Configuration device

EPC1, EPC2, EPC16 configuration devices

Passive serial (PS)

MasterBlaster or ByteBlasterMV download cable or serial data source

Passive parallel asynchronous (PPA) Parallel data source

Passive parallel synchronous (PPS) Parallel data source

JTAG

MasterBlaster or ByteBlasterMV download cable or a microprocessor
with a Jam or JBC File

Device Pin-Outs

114

For more information on configuration, see Application Note 116
(Configuring APEX 20K, FLEX 10K, & FLEX 6000 Devices.)

See the Altera web site (http://www.altera.com) or the Altera Digital
Library for pin-out information
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