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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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■ Flexible clock management circuitry with up to four phase-locked 
loops (PLLs)
– Built-in low-skew clock tree
– Up to eight global clock signals
– ClockLock® feature reducing clock delay and skew
– ClockBoost® feature providing clock multiplication and division
– ClockShiftTM programmable clock phase and delay shifting

■ Powerful I/O features
– Compliant with peripheral component interconnect Special 

Interest Group (PCI SIG) PCI Local Bus Specification, 
Revision 2.2 for 3.3-V operation at 33 or 66 MHz and 32 or 64 bits

– Support for high-speed external memories, including DDR 
SDRAM and ZBT SRAM (ZBT is a trademark of Integrated 
Device Technology, Inc.)

– Bidirectional I/O performance (tCO + tSU) up to 250 MHz
– LVDS performance up to 840 Mbits per channel
– Direct connection from I/O pins to local interconnect providing 

fast tCO and tSU times for complex logic
– MultiVolt I/O interface support to interface with 1.8-V, 2.5-V, 

3.3-V, and 5.0-V devices (see Table 3)
– Programmable clamp to VCCIO
– Individual tri-state output enable control for each pin
– Programmable output slew-rate control to reduce switching 

noise
– Support for advanced I/O standards, including low-voltage 

differential signaling (LVDS), LVPECL, PCI-X, AGP, CTT, stub-
series terminated logic (SSTL-3 and SSTL-2), Gunning 
transceiver logic plus (GTL+), and high-speed terminated logic 
(HSTL Class I)

– Pull-up on I/O pins before and during configuration
■ Advanced interconnect structure

– Four-level hierarchical FastTrack® Interconnect structure 
providing fast, predictable interconnect delays

– Dedicated carry chain that implements arithmetic functions such 
as fast adders, counters, and comparators (automatically used by 
software tools and megafunctions)

– Dedicated cascade chain that implements high-speed, 
high-fan-in logic functions (automatically used by software tools 
and megafunctions)

– Interleaved local interconnect allows one LE to drive 29 other 
LEs through the fast local interconnect

■ Advanced packaging options
– Available in a variety of packages with 144 to 1,020 pins (see 

Tables 4 through 7)
– FineLine BGA® packages maximize board space efficiency 

■ Advanced software support
– Software design support and automatic place-and-route 

provided by the Altera® Quartus® II development system for 
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Figure 6. APEX 20K Carry Chain
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LE Operating Modes

The APEX 20K LE can operate in one of the following three modes:

■ Normal mode
■ Arithmetic mode
■ Counter mode

Each mode uses LE resources differently. In each mode, seven available 
inputs to the LE—the four data inputs from the LAB local interconnect, 
the feedback from the programmable register, and the carry-in and 
cascade-in from the previous LE—are directed to different destinations to 
implement the desired logic function. LAB-wide signals provide clock, 
asynchronous clear, asynchronous preset, asynchronous load, 
synchronous clear, synchronous load, and clock enable control for the 
register. These LAB-wide signals are available in all LE modes.

The Quartus II software, in conjunction with parameterized functions 
such as LPM and DesignWare functions, automatically chooses the 
appropriate mode for common functions such as counters, adders, and 
multipliers. If required, the designer can also create special-purpose 
functions that specify which LE operating mode to use for optimal 
performance. Figure 8 shows the LE operating modes.
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Figure 12. APEX 20KE FastRow Interconnect

Table 9 summarizes how various elements of the APEX 20K architecture 
drive each other.
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Figure 14. APEX 20K Macrocell

For registered functions, each macrocell register can be programmed 
individually to implement D, T, JK, or SR operation with programmable 
clock control. The register can be bypassed for combinatorial operation. 
During design entry, the designer specifies the desired register type; the 
Quartus II software then selects the most efficient register operation for 
each registered function to optimize resource utilization. The Quartus  II 
software or other synthesis tools can also select the most efficient register 
operation automatically when synthesizing HDL designs.

Each programmable register can be clocked by one of two ESB-wide 
clocks. The ESB-wide clocks can be generated from device dedicated clock 
pins, global signals, or local interconnect. Each clock also has an 
associated clock enable, generated from the local interconnect. The clock 
and clock enable signals are related for a particular ESB; any macrocell 
using a clock also uses the associated clock enable.

If both the rising and falling edges of a clock are used in an ESB, both 
ESB-wide clock signals are used.
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Figure 16. APEX 20K Parallel Expanders

Embedded 
System Block

The ESB can implement various types of memory blocks, including 
dual-port RAM, ROM, FIFO, and CAM blocks. The ESB includes input 
and output registers; the input registers synchronize writes, and the 
output registers can pipeline designs to improve system performance. The 
ESB offers a dual-port mode, which supports simultaneous reads and 
writes at two different clock frequencies. Figure 17 shows the ESB block 
diagram.

Figure 17. ESB Block Diagram
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Figure 18. Deep Memory Block Implemented with Multiple ESBs

The ESB implements two forms of dual-port memory: read/write clock 
mode and input/output clock mode. The ESB can also be used for 
bidirectional, dual-port memory applications in which two ports read or 
write simultaneously. To implement this type of dual-port memory, two 
or four ESBs are used to support two simultaneous reads or writes. This 
functionality is shown in Figure 19.

Figure 19. APEX 20K ESB Implementing Dual-Port RAM
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Input/Output Clock Mode

The input/output clock mode contains two clocks. One clock controls all 
registers for inputs into the ESB: data input, WE, RE, read address, and 
write address. The other clock controls the ESB data output registers. The 
ESB also supports clock enable and asynchronous clear signals; these 
signals also control the reading and writing of registers independently. 
Input/output clock mode is commonly used for applications where the 
reads and writes occur at the same system frequency, but require different 
clock enable signals for the input and output registers. Figure 21 shows 
the ESB in input/output clock mode.

Figure 21. ESB in Input/Output Clock Mode Note (1)

Notes to Figure 21:
(1) All registers can be cleared asynchronously by ESB local interconnect signals, global signals, or the chip-wide reset.
(2) APEX 20KE devices have four dedicated clocks.

Single-Port Mode

The APEX 20K ESB also supports a single-port mode, which is used when 
simultaneous reads and writes are not required. See Figure 22.
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Figure 29. APEX 20KE I/O Banks

Notes to Figure 29:
(1) For more information on placing I/O pins in LVDS blocks, refer to the Guidelines for 

Using LVDS Blocks section in Application Note 120 (Using LVDS in APEX 20KE 
Devices).

(2) If the LVDS input and output blocks are not used for LVDS, they can support all of 
the I/O standards and can be used as input, output, or bidirectional pins with 
VCCIO set to 3.3 V, 2.5 V, or 1.8 V.

Power Sequencing & Hot Socketing

Because APEX 20K and APEX 20KE devices can be used in a mixed-
voltage environment, they have been designed specifically to tolerate any 
possible power-up sequence. Therefore, the VCCIO and VCCINT power 
supplies may be powered in any order. 

f For more information, please refer to the “Power Sequencing 
Considerations” section in the Configuring APEX 20KE & APEX 20KC 
Devices chapter of the Configuration Devices Handbook.

Signals can be driven into APEX 20K devices before and during power-up 
without damaging the device. In addition, APEX 20K devices do not drive 
out during power-up. Once operating conditions are reached and the 
device is configured, APEX 20K and APEX 20KE devices operate as 
specified by the user.
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Notes to Table 15:
(1) The PLL input frequency range for the EP20K100-1X device for 1x multiplication is 25 MHz to 175 MHz.
(2) All input clock specifications must be met. The PLL may not lock onto an incoming clock if the clock specifications 

are not met, creating an erroneous clock within the device.
(3) During device configuration, the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry is configured first. If the incoming clock is 

supplied during configuration, the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry locks during configuration, because the lock 
time is less than the configuration time.

(4) The jitter specification is measured under long-term observation.
(5) If the input clock stability is 100 ps, tJITTER is 250 ps.

Table 16 summarizes the APEX 20K ClockLock and ClockBoost 
parameters for -2 speed grade devices. 

tSKEW Skew delay between related 
ClockLock/ClockBoost-generated clocks

500 ps

tJITTER Jitter on ClockLock/ClockBoost-generated clock 
(5)

200 ps

tINCLKSTB Input clock stability (measured between adjacent 
clocks)

50 ps

Table 15. APEX 20K ClockLock & ClockBoost Parameters for -1 Speed-Grade Devices  (Part 2 of 2)

Symbol Parameter Min Max Unit

Table 16. APEX 20K ClockLock & ClockBoost Parameters for -2 Speed Grade Devices

Symbol Parameter Min Max Unit

fOUT Output frequency 25 170 MHz

fCLK1 Input clock frequency (ClockBoost clock multiplication 
factor equals 1)

25 170 MHz

fCLK2 Input clock frequency (ClockBoost clock multiplication 
factor equals 2)

16 80 MHz

fCLK4 Input clock frequency (ClockBoost clock multiplication 
factor equals 4)

10 34 MHz

tOUTDUTY Duty cycle for ClockLock/ClockBoost-generated clock 40 60 %
fCLKDEV Input deviation from user specification in the Quartus II 

software (ClockBoost clock multiplication factor equals 
one) (1)

25,000 (2) PPM

tR Input rise time 5 ns

tF Input fall time 5 ns

tLOCK Time required for ClockLock/ ClockBoost to acquire 
lock (3)

10 µs

tSKEW Skew delay between related ClockLock/ ClockBoost-
generated clock

500 500 ps

tJITTER Jitter on ClockLock/ ClockBoost-generated clock (4) 200 ps

tINCLKSTB Input clock stability (measured between adjacent 
clocks)

50 ps
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Notes to Tables 17 and 18:
(1) All input clock specifications must be met. The PLL may not lock onto an incoming clock if the clock specifications 

are not met, creating an erroneous clock within the device.
(2) The maximum lock time is 40 µs or 2000 input clock cycles, whichever occurs first.
(3) Before configuration, the PLL circuits are disable and powered down. During configuration, the PLLs are still 

disabled. The PLLs begin to lock once the device is in the user mode. If the clock enable feature is used, lock begins 
once the CLKLK_ENA pin goes high in user mode.

(4) The PLL VCO operating range is 200 MHz ð fVCO ð 840 MHz for LVDS mode.

SignalTap 
Embedded 
Logic Analyzer

APEX 20K devices include device enhancements to support the SignalTap 
embedded logic analyzer. By including this circuitry, the APEX 20K 
device provides the ability to monitor design operation over a period of 
time through the IEEE Std. 1149.1 (JTAG) circuitry; a designer can analyze 
internal logic at speed without bringing internal signals to the I/O pins. 
This feature is particularly important for advanced packages such as 
FineLine BGA packages because adding a connection to a pin during the 
debugging process can be difficult after a board is designed and 
manufactured.

fIN Input clock frequency 3.3-V LVTTL 1.5 290 1.5 257 MHz

2.5-V LVTTL 1.5 281 1.5 250 MHz

1.8-V LVTTL 1.5 272 1.5 243 MHz

GTL+ 1.5 303 1.5 261 MHz

SSTL-2 Class 
I

1.5 291 1.5 253 MHz

SSTL-2 Class 
II

1.5 291 1.5 253 MHz

SSTL-3 Class 
I

1.5 300 1.5 260 MHz

SSTL-3 Class 
II

1.5 300 1.5 260 MHz

LVDS 1.5 420 1.5 350 MHz

Table 18. APEX 20KE Clock Input & Output Parameters  (Part 2 of 2) Note (1)

Symbol Parameter I/O Standard -1X Speed Grade -2X Speed Grade Units

Min Max Min Max
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The APEX 20K device instruction register length is 10 bits. The APEX 20K 
device USERCODE register length is 32 bits. Tables 20 and 21 show the 
boundary-scan register length and device IDCODE information for 
APEX 20K devices.

Note to Table 20:
(1) This device does not support JTAG boundary scan testing.

Table 20. APEX 20K Boundary-Scan Register Length

Device Boundary-Scan Register Length

EP20K30E 420

EP20K60E 624

EP20K100 786

EP20K100E 774

EP20K160E 984

EP20K200 1,176

EP20K200E 1,164

EP20K300E 1,266

EP20K400 1,536

EP20K400E 1,506

EP20K600E 1,806

EP20K1000E 2,190

EP20K1500E 1 (1)
56 Altera Corporation
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Figure 32. APEX 20K AC Test Conditions Note (1)

Note to Figure 32:
(1) Power supply transients can affect AC measurements. Simultaneous transitions of 

multiple outputs should be avoided for accurate measurement. Threshold tests 
must not be performed under AC conditions. Large-amplitude, fast-ground-
current transients normally occur as the device outputs discharge the load 
capacitances. When these transients flow through the parasitic inductance between 
the device ground pin and the test system ground, significant reductions in 
observable noise immunity can result.

Operating 
Conditions

Tables 23 through 26 provide information on absolute maximum ratings, 
recommended operating conditions, DC operating conditions, and 
capacitance for 2.5-V APEX 20K devices. 

System

C1 (includes
JIG capacitance)Device input

rise and fall
times < 3 ns

Device
Output

to Test

Table 23. APEX 20K 5.0-V Tolerant Device Absolute Maximum Ratings Notes (1), (2)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Min Max Unit

VCCINT Supply voltage With respect to ground (3) –0.5 3.6 V

VCCIO –0.5 4.6 V

VI DC input voltage –2.0 5.75 V

IOUT DC output current, per pin –25 25 mA

TSTG Storage temperature No bias –65 150 ° C

TAMB Ambient temperature Under bias –65 135 ° C

TJ Junction temperature PQFP, RQFP, TQFP, and BGA packages, 
under bias

135 ° C

Ceramic PGA packages, under bias 150 ° C
Altera Corporation  59
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Figure 33. Relationship between VCCIO & VCCINT for 3.3-V PCI Compliance

Figure 34 shows the typical output drive characteristics of APEX 20K 
devices with 3.3-V and 2.5-V VCCIO. The output driver is compatible with 
the 3.3-V PCI Local Bus Specification, Revision 2.2 (when VCCIO pins are 
connected to 3.3 V). 5-V tolerant APEX 20K devices in the -1 speed grade 
are 5-V PCI compliant over all operating conditions.

Figure 34. Output Drive Characteristics of APEX 20K Device Note (1)

Note to Figure 34:
(1) These are transient (AC) currents.
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Note to Tables 38 and 39:
(1) These timing parameters are sample-tested only.

Table 39. APEX 20KE External Bidirectional Timing Parameters Note (1)

Symbol Parameter Conditions

tINSUBIDIR Setup time for bidirectional pins with global clock at LAB adjacent Input 
Register

tINHBIDIR Hold time for bidirectional pins with global clock at LAB adjacent Input 
Register

tOUTCOBIDIR Clock-to-output delay for bidirectional pins with global clock at IOE output 
register

C1 = 10 pF

tXZBIDIR Synchronous Output Enable Register to output buffer disable delay C1 = 10 pF

tZXBIDIR Synchronous Output Enable Register output buffer enable delay C1 = 10 pF

tINSUBIDIRPLL Setup time for bidirectional pins with PLL clock at LAB adjacent Input 
Register

tINHBIDIRPLL Hold time for bidirectional pins with PLL clock at LAB adjacent Input 
Register

tOUTCOBIDIRPLL Clock-to-output delay for bidirectional pins with PLL clock at IOE output 
register

C1 = 10 pF

tXZBIDIRPLL Synchronous Output Enable Register to output buffer disable delay with 
PLL

C1 = 10 pF

tZXBIDIRPLL Synchronous Output Enable Register output buffer enable delay with PLL C1 = 10 pF
76 Altera Corporation
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Table 41. EP20K200 fMAX Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Units

Min Max Min Max Min Max

tSU 0.5 0.6 0.8 ns

tH 0.7 0.8 1.0 ns

tCO 0.3 0.4 0.5 ns

tLUT 0.8 1.0 1.3 ns

tESBRC 1.7 2.1 2.4 ns

tESBWC 5.7 6.9 8.1 ns

tESBWESU 3.3 3.9 4.6 ns

tESBDATASU 2.2 2.7 3.1 ns

tESBDATAH 0.6 0.8 0.9 ns

tESBADDRSU 2.4 2.9 3.3 ns

tESBDATACO1 1.3 1.6 1.8 ns

tESBDATACO2 2.6 3.1 3.6 ns

tESBDD 2.5 3.3 3.6 ns

tPD 2.5 3.0 3.6 ns

tPTERMSU 2.3 2.7 3.2 ns

tPTERMCO 1.5 1.8 2.1 ns

tF1-4 0.5 0.6 0.7 ns

tF5-20 1.6 1.7 1.8 ns

tF20+ 2.2 2.2 2.3 ns

tCH 2.0 2.5 3.0 ns

tCL 2.0 2.5 3.0 ns

tCLRP 0.3 0.4 0.4 ns

tPREP 0.4 0.5 0.5 ns

tESBCH 2.0 2.5 3.0 ns

tESBCL 2.0 2.5 3.0 ns

tESBWP 1.6 1.9 2.2 ns

tESBRP 1.0 1.3 1.4 ns
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Table 50. EP20K30E fMAX ESB Timing Microparameters 

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max

tESBARC 2.03 2.86 4.24 ns

tESBSRC 2.58 3.49 5.02 ns

tESBAWC 3.88 5.45 8.08 ns

tESBSWC 4.08 5.35 7.48 ns

tESBWASU 1.77 2.49 3.68 ns

tESBWAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

tESBWDSU 1.95 2.74 4.05 ns

tESBWDH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

tESBRASU 1.96 2.75 4.07 ns

tESBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

tESBWESU 1.80 2.73 4.28 ns

tESBWEH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

tESBDATASU 0.07 0.48 1.17 ns

tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns

tESBWADDRSU 0.30 0.80 1.64 ns

tESBRADDRSU 0.37 0.90 1.78 ns

tESBDATACO1 1.11 1.32 1.67 ns

tESBDATACO2 2.65 3.73 5.53 ns

tESBDD 3.88 5.45 8.08 ns

tPD 1.91 2.69 3.98 ns

tPTERMSU 1.04 1.71 2.82 ns

tPTERMCO 1.13 1.34 1.69 ns

Table 51. EP20K30E fMAX Routing Delays

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max

tF1-4 0.24 0.27 0.31 ns

tF5-20 1.03 1.14 1.30 ns

tF20+ 1.42 1.54 1.77 ns
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Table 62. EP20K100E fMAX ESB Timing Microparameters 

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max

tESBARC 1.61 1.84 1.97 ns

tESBSRC 2.57 2.97 3.20 ns

tESBAWC 0.52 4.09 4.39 ns

tESBSWC 3.17 3.78 4.09 ns

tESBWASU 0.56 6.41 0.63 ns

tESBWAH 0.48 0.54 0.55 ns

tESBWDSU 0.71 0.80 0.81 ns

tESBWDH .048 0.54 0.55 ns

tESBRASU 1.57 1.75 1.87 ns

tESBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.20 ns

tESBWESU 1.54 1.72 1.80 ns

tESBWEH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

tESBDATASU -0.16 -0.20 -0.20 ns

tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns

tESBWADDRSU 0.12 0.08 0.13 ns

tESBRADDRSU 0.17 0.15 0.19 ns

tESBDATACO1 1.20 1.39 1.52 ns

tESBDATACO2 2.54 2.99 3.22 ns

tESBDD 3.06 3.56 3.85 ns

tPD 1.73 2.02 2.20 ns

tPTERMSU 1.11 1.26 1.38 ns

tPTERMCO 1.19 1.40 1.08 ns

Table 63. EP20K100E fMAX Routing Delays

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max

tF1-4 0.24 0.27 0.29 ns

tF5-20 1.04 1.26 1.52 ns

tF20+ 1.12 1.36 1.86 ns
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Table 68. EP20K160E fMAX ESB Timing Microparameters 

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max

tESBARC 1.65 2.02 2.11 ns

tESBSRC 2.21 2.70 3.11 ns

tESBAWC 3.04 3.79 4.42 ns

tESBSWC 2.81 3.56 4.10 ns

tESBWASU 0.54 0.66 0.73 ns

tESBWAH 0.36 0.45 0.47 ns

tESBWDSU 0.68 0.81 0.94 ns

tESBWDH 0.36 0.45 0.47 ns

tESBRASU 1.58 1.87 2.06 ns

tESBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.01 ns

tESBWESU 1.41 1.71 2.00 ns

tESBWEH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

tESBDATASU -0.02 -0.03 0.09 ns

tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns

tESBWADDRSU 0.14 0.17 0.35 ns

tESBRADDRSU 0.21 0.27 0.43 ns

tESBDATACO1 1.04 1.30 1.46 ns

tESBDATACO2 2.15 2.70 3.16 ns

tESBDD 2.69 3.35 3.97 ns

tPD 1.55 1.93 2.29 ns

tPTERMSU 1.01 1.23 1.52 ns

tPTERMCO 1.06 1.32 1.04 ns
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Version 4.1

APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet version 4.1 
contains the following changes:

■ tESBWEH added to Figure 37 and Tables 35, 50, 56, 62, 68, 74, 86, 
92, 97, and 104.

■ Updated EP20K300E device internal and external timing 
numbers in Tables 79 through 84.
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