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APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet

All APEX 20K devices are reconfigurable and are 100% tested prior to
shipment. As a result, test vectors do not have to be generated for fault
coverage purposes. Instead, the designer can focus on simulation and
design verification. In addition, the designer does not need to manage
inventories of different application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC)
designs; APEX 20K devices can be configured on the board for the specific
functionality required.

APEX 20K devices are configured at system power-up with data stored in
an Altera serial configuration device or provided by a system controller.
Altera offers in-system programmability (ISP)-capable EPC1, EPC2, and
EPC16 configuration devices, which configure APEX 20K devices via a
serial data stream. Moreover, APEX 20K devices contain an optimized
interface that permits microprocessors to configure APEX 20K devices
serially or in parallel, and synchronously or asynchronously. The interface
also enables microprocessors to treat APEX 20K devices as memory and
configure the device by writing to a virtual memory location, making
reconfiguration easy.

After an APEX 20K device has been configured, it can be reconfigured
in-circuit by resetting the device and loading new data. Real-time changes
can be made during system operation, enabling innovative reconfigurable
computing applications.

APEX 20K devices are supported by the Altera Quartus II development
system, a single, integrated package that offers HDL and schematic design
entry, compilation and logic synthesis, full simulation and worst-case
timing analysis, SignalTap logic analysis, and device configuration. The
Quartus II software runs on Windows-based PCs, Sun SPARCstations,
and HP 9000 Series 700/800 workstations.

The Quartus II software provides NativeLink interfaces to other industry-
standard PC- and UNIX workstation-based EDA tools. For example,
designers can invoke the Quartus II software from within third-party
design tools. Further, the Quartus II software contains built-in optimized
synthesis libraries; synthesis tools can use these libraries to optimize
designs for APEX 20K devices. For example, the Synopsys Design
Compiler library, supplied with the Quartus II development system,
includes DesignWare functions optimized for the APEX 20K architecture.
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Functional
Description

APEX 20K devices incorporate LUT-based logic, product-term-based
logic, and memory into one device. Signal interconnections within
APEX 20K devices (as well as to and from device pins) are provided by the
FastTrack® Interconnect—a series of fast, continuous row and column
channels that run the entire length and width of the device.

Each1/O pinis fed by an1/O element (IOE) located at the end of each row
and column of the FastTrack Interconnect. Each IOE contains a
bidirectional I/O buffer and a register that can be used as either an input
or output register to feed input, output, or bidirectional signals. When
used with a dedicated clock pin, these registers provide exceptional
performance. IOEs provide a variety of features, such as 3.3-V, 64-bit,
66-MHz PCI compliance; JTAG BST support; slew-rate control; and
tri-state buffers. APEX 20KE devices offer enhanced I/O support,
including support for 1.8-V1/0, 2.5-V 1/O, LVCMOS, LVTTL, LVPECL,
3.3-V PCI, PCI-X, LVDS, GTL+, SSTL-2, SSTL-3, HSTL, CTT, and 3.3-V
AGP I/0 standards.

The ESB can implement a variety of memory functions, including CAM,
RAM, dual-port RAM, ROM, and FIFO functions. Embedding the
memory directly into the die improves performance and reduces die area
compared to distributed-RAM implementations. Moreover, the
abundance of cascadable ESBs ensures that the APEX 20K device can
implement multiple wide memory blocks for high-density designs. The
ESB’s high speed ensures it can implement small memory blocks without
any speed penalty. The abundance of ESBs ensures that designers can
create as many different-sized memory blocks as the system requires.
Figure 1 shows an overview of the APEX 20K device.

Figure 1. APEX 20K Device Block Diagram
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Logic Array Block

Each LAB consists of 10 LEs, the LEs” associated carry and cascade chains,
LAB control signals, and the local interconnect. The local interconnect
transfers signals between LEs in the same or adjacent LABs, IOEs, or ESBs.
The Quartus II Compiler places associated logic within an LAB or
adjacent LABs, allowing the use of a fast local interconnect for high
performance. Figure 3 shows the APEX 20K LAB.

APEX 20K devices use an interleaved LAB structure. This structure allows
each LE to drive two local interconnect areas. This feature minimizes use
of the MegaLLAB and FastTrack interconnect, providing higher
performance and flexibility. Each LE can drive 29 other LEs through the
fast local interconnect.

Figure 3. LAB Structure
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The 10 LEs in the LAB are driven by
two local interconnect areas. These LES
can drive two local interconnect areas.
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The counter mode uses two three-input LUTs: one generates the counter
data, and the other generates the fast carry bit. A 2-to-1 multiplexer
provides synchronous loading, and another AND gate provides
synchronous clearing. If the cascade function is used by an LE in counter
mode, the synchronous clear or load overrides any signal carried on the
cascade chain. The synchronous clear overrides the synchronous load.
LEs in arithmetic mode can drive out registered and unregistered versions
of the LUT output.

Clear & Preset Logic Control

Logic for the register’s clear and preset signals is controlled by LAB-wide
signals. The LE directly supports an asynchronous clear function. The
Quartus II software Compiler can use a NOT-gate push-back technique to
emulate an asynchronous preset. Moreover, the Quartus II software
Compiler can use a programmable NOT-gate push-back technique to
emulate simultaneous preset and clear or asynchronous load. However,
this technique uses three additional LEs per register. All emulation is
performed automatically when the design is compiled. Registers that
emulate simultaneous preset and load will enter an unknown state upon
power-up or when the chip-wide reset is asserted.

In addition to the two clear and preset modes, APEX 20K devices provide
a chip-wide reset pin (DEV_CLRn) that resets all registers in the device.
Use of this pin is controlled through an option in the Quartus II software
that is set before compilation. The chip-wide reset overrides all other
control signals. Registers using an asynchronous preset are preset when
the chip-wide reset is asserted; this effect results from the inversion
technique used to implement the asynchronous preset.

FastTrack Interconnect

In the APEX 20K architecture, connections between LEs, ESBs, and I/O
pins are provided by the FastTrack Interconnect. The FastTrack
Interconnect is a series of continuous horizontal and vertical routing
channels that traverse the device. This global routing structure provides
predictable performance, even in complex designs. In contrast, the
segmented routing in FPGAs requires switch matrices to connect a
variable number of routing paths, increasing the delays between logic
resources and reducing performance.

The FastTrack Interconnect consists of row and column interconnect
channels that span the entire device. The row interconnect routes signals
throughout a row of MegaLAB structures; the column interconnect routes
signals throughout a column of MegaLAB structures. When using the row
and column interconnect, an LE, IOE, or ESB can drive any other LE, IOE,
or ESB in a device. See Figure 9.

Altera Corporation
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Figure 16. APEX 20K Parallel Expanders
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The ESB can implement various types of memory blocks, including
dual-port RAM, ROM, FIFO, and CAM blocks. The ESB includes input
and output registers; the input registers synchronize writes, and the
output registers can pipeline designs to improve system performance. The
ESB offers a dual-port mode, which supports simultaneous reads and
writes at two different clock frequencies. Figure 17 shows the ESB block
diagram.

Figure 17. ESB Block Diagram
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Table 10 describes the APEX 20K programmable delays and their logic

options in the Quartus II software.

Table 10. APEX 20K Programmable Delay Chains

Programmable Delays

Quartus Il Logic Option

Input pin to core delay

Decrease input delay to internal cells

Input pin to input register delay

Decrease input delay to input register

Core to output register delay

Decrease input delay to output register

Output register tgg delay

Increase delay to output pin

The Quartus II software compiler can program these delays automatically
to minimize setup time while providing a zero hold time. Figure 25 shows
how fast bidirectional I/Os are implemented in APEX 20K devices.

The register in the APEX 20K IOE can be programmed to power-up high
or low after configuration is complete. If it is programmed to power-up
low, an asynchronous clear can control the register. If it is programmed to
power-up high, the register cannot be asynchronously cleared or preset.
This feature is useful for cases where the APEX 20K device controls an
active-low input or another device; it prevents inadvertent activation of

the input upon power-up.

Altera Corporation
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Figure 25. APEX 20K Bidirectional I/0 Registers  Note (1)
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MultiVolt 1/0
Interface

46

Under hot socketing conditions, APEX 20KE devices will not sustain any
damage, but the I/O pins will drive out.

The APEX device architecture supports the MultiVolt I/O interface
feature, which allows APEX devices in all packages to interface with
systems of different supply voltages. The devices have one set of VCC pins
for internal operation and input buffers (VCCINT), and another set forI/O
output drivers (VCCIO).

The APEX 20K VCCINT pins must always be connected to a 2.5 V power
supply. With a 2.5-V Vit level, input pins are 2.5-V, 3.3-V, and 5.0-V
tolerant. The VCCIO pins can be connected to either a 2.5-V or 3.3-V power
supply, depending on the output requirements. When VCCIO pins are
connected to a 2.5-V power supply, the output levels are compatible with
2.5-V systems. When the VCCIO pins are connected to a 3.3-V power
supply, the output high is 3.3 V and is compatible with 3.3-V or 5.0-V
systems.

Table 12 summarizes 5.0-V tolerant APEX 20K MultiVolt I/O support.

Table 12. 5.0-V Tolerant APEX 20K MultiVolt I/0 Support

Veeio (V) Input Signals (V) Output Signals (V)
2.5 3.3 5.0 2.5 3.3 5.0
25 v V(1) V(1) v
3.3 v v V(1) v(2) v v

Notes to Table 12:

(1) The PCI clamping diode must be disabled to drive an input with voltages higher
than VCCIO'

(2)  When Vo =3.3V, an APEX 20K device can drive a 2.5-V device with 3.3-V
tolerant inputs.

Open-drain output pins on 5.0-V tolerant APEX 20K devices (with a pull-
up resistor to the 5.0-V supply) can drive 5.0-V CMOS input pins that
require a Vg of 3.5 V. When the pin is inactive, the trace will be pulled up
to 5.0 V by the resistor. The open-drain pin will only drive low or tri-state;
itwill never drive high. The rise time is dependent on the value of the pull-
up resistor and load impedance. The I, current specification should be
considered when selecting a pull-up resistor.

Altera Corporation
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Table 18. APEX 20KE Clock Input & Output Parameters  (Part 10f2) Note (1)
Symbol Parameter 1/0 Standard | -1X Speed Grade -2X Speed Grade | Units
Min Max Min Max
fvco (4) Voltage controlled oscillator 200 500 200 500 MHz
operating range
fCLOCKo Clock0 PLL output frequency 1.5 335 15 200 MHz
for internal use
foLock1 Clock1 PLL output frequency 20 335 20 200 MHz
for internal use
foLocko_ExT | Output clock frequency for 3.3-V LVTTL 1.5 245 1.5 226 | MHz
external clocko output 25VLVTTL | 15 234 15 221 | MHz
1.8-VLVTTL 1.5 223 1.5 216 MHz
GTL+ 1.5 205 1.5 193 MHz
SSTL-2 Class 1.5 158 1.5 157 MHz
|
SSTL-2 Class 1.5 142 1.5 142 MHz
1l
SSTL-3 Class 1.5 166 1.5 162 MHz
|
SSTL-3 Class 1.5 149 1.5 146 MHz
1l
LVDS 1.5 420 1.5 350 MHz
foLock1_gxT | Output clock frequency for 3.3-V LVTTL 20 245 20 226 MHz
external clock1 output 2.5V LVTTL 20 234 20 221 | MHz
1.8-VLVTTL 20 223 20 216 MHz
GTL+ 20 205 20 193 MHz
SSTL-2 Class 20 158 20 157 MHz
|
SSTL-2 Class 20 142 20 142 MHz
1l
SSTL-3 Class 20 166 20 162 | MHz
|
SSTL-3 Class 20 149 20 146 MHz
1l
LVDS 20 420 20 350 MHz
Altera Corporation 53
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Table 29. APEX 20KE Device DC Operating Conditions

Notes (7), (8), (9)

Symbol Parameter Conditions Min Typ Max Unit
Vi High-level LVTTL, CMOS, or 3.3-V 1.7,0.5 xVegio 41 Vv
PCl input voltage (10)
Vi Low-level LVTTL, CMOS, or 3.3-V -0.5 0.8, 0.3 xVgcio \
PCl input voltage (10)
Vou 3.3-V high-level LVTTL output lon=—-12mA DC, 24 Vv
voltage Veeipo=3.00V (11)
3.3-V high-level LVCMOS output |lgy=-0.1 mA DC, Vecio—0.2 Vv
voltage Veeio=3.00V (11)
3.3-V high-level PCl output voltage | Iy =—0.5 mA DC, 0.9 xVeeio \
Vecio = 3.00 to 3.60 V
(11)
2.5-V high-level output voltage lon =-0.1 mADC, 2.1 \
Vecio =230V (11)
loy=-1mADC, 2.0 Vv
Vecio=2.30V (11)
lon =—2mADC, 1.7 Vv
Veecip=2.30V (11)
VoL 3.3-V low-level LVTTL output lo=12mADC, 0.4 \
voltage Veeipo=3.00V (12)
3.3-V low-level LVCMOS output loL=0.1 mADC, 0.2 \'
voltage Veeio=3.00V (12)
3.3-V low-level PCI output voltage |lg_= 1.5 mA DC, 0.1 xVeeio Vv
Veio = 3.00 to 3.60 V
(12)
2.5-V low-level output voltage loL=0.1 mADC, 0.2 \
Vecip=2.30V (12)
lo.=1mADC, 0.4 Vv
Veeoio =230V (12)
lo.=2mADC, 0.7 Vv
Vecio=2.30V (12)
I Input pin leakage current Vi =411t0-05V (13) -10 10 HA
loz Tri-stated 1/0 pin leakage current |Vg=4.1t0-0.5V (13) -10 10 uA
lcco V¢ supply current (standby) V| = ground, no load, no 10 mA
(All ESBs in power-down mode) | toggling inputs, -1 speed
grade
V, = ground, no load, no 5 mA
toggling inputs,
-2, -3 speed grades
RconF Value of I/O pin pull-up resistor Veeio=3.0V (14) 20 50 kQ
before and during configuration Veeio =2.375 V (14) 30 80 kQ
Vecio =171V (14) 60 150 kQ
64 Altera Corporation
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Figure 35 shows the output drive characteristics of APEX 20KE devices.

Figure 35. Output Drive Characteristics of APEX 20KE Devices  Note (1
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The high-performance FastTrack and MegaLAB interconnect routing
resources ensure predictable performance, accurate simulation, and
accurate timing analysis. This predictable performance contrasts with that
of FPGAs, which use a segmented connection scheme and therefore have
unpredictable performance.
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Notes to Tables 43 through 48:

(1)  This parameter is measured without using ClockLock or ClockBoost circuits.
(2) This parameter is measured using ClockLock or ClockBoost circuits.

Tables 49 through 54 describe fy 4 x LE Timing Microparameters, fy14x
ESB Timing Microparameters, fy14x Routing Delays, Minimum Pulse
Width Timing Parameters, External Timing Parameters, and External
Bidirectional Timing Parameters for EP20K30E APEX 20KE devices.

Table 49. EP20K30E fyy LE Timing Microparameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsu 0.01 0.02 0.02 ns
ty 0.11 0.16 0.23 ns
tco 0.32 0.45 0.67 ns
tLUT 0.85 1.20 1.77 ns
82 Altera Corporation
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Table 50. EP20K30E fy4y ESB Timing Microparameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tesBARC 2.03 2.86 4.24 ns
tesBsRc 2.58 3.49 5.02 ns
tesBawC 3.88 5.45 8.08 ns
tesBswe 4.08 5.35 7.48 ns
tesBWASU 1.77 2.49 3.68 ns
tegBWAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesewbsu 1.95 2.74 4.05 ns
tESBWDH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBRrASU 1.96 2.75 4.07 ns
teseRAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tEsBWESU 1.80 2.73 4.28 ns
tESBWEH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tESBDATASU 0.07 0.48 1.17 ns
teseDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns
tesBWADDRSU 0.30 0.80 1.64 ns
tESBRADDRSU 0.37 0.90 1.78 ns
tesBDATACO1 1.11 1.32 1.67 ns
tEsBDATACO2 2.65 3.73 5.53 ns
tesBDD 3.88 5.45 8.08 ns
tep 1.91 2.69 3.98 ns
tPTERMSU 1.04 1.71 2.82 ns
tpTERMCO 1.13 1.34 1.69 ns
Table 51. EP20K30E fy,y Routing Delays
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
trq.a 0.24 0.27 0.31 ns
tes.00 1.03 1.14 1.30 ns
teogs 1.42 1.54 1.77 ns
Altera Corporation 83




APEX 20K Programmable Logic Device Family Data Sheet

Table 56. EP20KG6OE fy,x ESB Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tEsBARC 1.83 2,57 3.79 ns
tesBsRC 2.46 3.26 4.61 ns
tesBawc 3.50 4.90 7.23 ns
teseswc 3.77 4.90 6.79 ns
tesBwaAsU 1.59 2.23 3.29 ns
tespwAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBwDsU 1.75 2.46 3.62 ns
teSBWDH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBrAsU 1.76 2.47 3.64 ns
tesBRAH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBWESU 1.68 2.49 3.87 ns
teSBWENH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tesBDATASU 0.08 0.43 1.04 ns
tESBDATAH 0.13 0.13 0.13 ns
tESBWADDRSU 0.29 0.72 1.46 ns
tESBRADDRSU 0.36 0.81 1.58 ns
tesBDATACO1 1.06 1.24 1.55 ns
tesBDATACO2 2.39 3.35 4.94 ns
tesBDD 3.50 4.90 7.23 ns
tep 1.72 2.41 3.56 ns
tPTERMSU 0.99 1.56 2.55 ns
trTERMCO 1.07 1.26 1.08 ns
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Tables 67 through 72 describe fy;4x LE Timing Microparameters,
famax ESB Timing Microparameters, f;4 x Routing Delays, Minimum
Pulse Width Timing Parameters, External Timing Parameters, and
External Bidirectional Timing Parameters for EP20K160E APEX
20KE devices.

Table 67. EP20K160E fyuy LE Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsu 0.22 0.24 0.26 ns
ty 0.22 0.24 0.26 ns
tco 0.25 0.31 0.35 ns
tut 0.69 0.88 1.12 ns
Altera Corporation 91
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Table 72. EP20K160E External Bidirectional Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tiNsuBIDIR 2.86 3.24 3.54 ns
tNHBIDIR 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
touTcoBIDIR 2.00 5.07 2.00 5.59 2.00 6.13 ns
txzBIDIR 7.43 8.23 8.58 ns
tzxBIDIR 7.43 8.23 8.58 ns
tiNsuBIDIRPLL 4.93 5.48 - ns
YINHBIDIRPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
toutcoBIDIRPLL 0.50 3.00 0.50 3.35 - - ns
txzBIDIRPLL 5.36 5.99 - ns
tzxBIDIRPLL 5.36 5.99 - ns

Tables 73 through 78 describe fj;4x LE Timing Microparameters, fyax
ESB Timing Microparameters, fy14x Routing Delays, Minimum Pulse
Width Timing Parameters, External Timing Parameters, and External
Bidirectional Timing Parameters for EP20K200E APEX 20KE devices.

Table 73. EP20K200E fy,x LE Timing Microparameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsy 0.23 0.24 0.26 ns
ty 0.23 0.24 0.26 ns
tco 0.26 0.31 0.36 ns
tLuT 0.70 0.90 1.14 ns
94 Altera Corporation
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Table 82. EP20K300E Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
ton 1.25 1.43 1.67 ns
toL 1.25 1.43 1.67 ns
tcLrP 0.19 0.26 0.35 ns
tpREP 0.19 0.26 0.35 ns
tesBCH 1.25 1.43 1.67 ns
teseoL 1.25 1.43 1.67 ns
tesewp 1.25 1.71 2.28 ns
tesRP 1.01 1.38 1.84 ns

Table 83. EP20K300E External Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
t|NSU 2.31 2.44 2.57 ns
Nk 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tOUTCO 2.00 5.29 2.00 5.82 2.00 6.24 ns
t|NSUPLL 1.76 1.85 - ns
thHPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
tOUTCOPLL 0.50 2.65 0.50 2.95 - - ns

Table 84. EP20K300E External Bidirectional Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 -2 -3 Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

YiNSuBIDIR 2.77 2.85 3.11 ns
YNHBIDIR 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
touTcoBIDIR 2.00 5.29 2.00 5.82 2.00 6.24 ns
txzBIDIR 7.59 8.30 9.09 ns
tzxBIDIR 7.59 8.30 9.09 ns
tiINSUBIDIRPLL 2.50 2.76 - ns
YNHBIDIRPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
touTcOoBIDIRPLL 0.50 2.65 0.50 2.95 - - ns
txzBIDIRPLL 5.00 5.43 - ns
tzXBIDIRPLL 5.00 5.43 - ns
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Table 87. EP20K400E fy,x Routing Delays

Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
trq.a 0.25 0.25 0.26 ns
tF5-2O 1.01 1.12 1.25 ns
tF20+ 3.71 3.92 417 ns
Table 88. EP20K400E Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
ton 1.36 222 2.35 ns
toL 1.36 2.26 2.35 ns
tcLrp 0.18 0.18 0.19 ns
tPF{EP 0.18 0.18 0.19 ns
tESBCH 1.36 2.26 2.35 ns
tESBCL 1.36 2.26 2.35 ns
tESBWP 1.17 1.38 1.56 ns
tESBRP 0.94 1.09 1.25 ns
Table 89. EP20K400E External Timing Parameters
Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
t|NSU 2.51 2.64 2.77 ns
tiNH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
touTco 2.00 5.25 2.00 5.79 2.00 6.32 ns
tINSUPLL 3.221 3.38 - ns
thHPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
tOUTCOPLL 0.50 2.25 0.50 2.45 - - ns
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Table 106. EP20K1500E Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
ton 1.25 1.43 1.67 ns
toL 1.25 1.43 1.67 ns
tcLrp 0.20 0.20 0.20 ns
tpREP 0.20 0.20 0.20 ns
tesBCH 1.25 1.43 1.67 ns
tesaeL 1.25 1.43 1.67 ns
tesewp 1.28 1.51 1.65 ns
teseRP 1.11 1.29 1.41 ns

Table 107. EP20K1500E External Timing Parameters

Symbol -1 Speed Grade -2 Speed Grade -3 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
t|NSU 3.09 3.30 3.58 ns
tiNH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
toutco 2.00 6.18 2.00 6.81 2.00 7.36 ns
t|NSUPLL 1.94 2.08 - ns
thHPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
tOUTCOPLL 0.50 2.67 0.50 2.99 - - ns
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