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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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1 Ordering Information
Table 1.1 (p. 2)  shows the available EFM32HG321 devices.

Table 1.1. Ordering Information

Ordering Code Flash (kB) RAM (kB) Max
Speed
(MHz)

Supply
Voltage
(V)

Temperature
(ºC)

Package

EFM32HG321F32G-B-QFP48 32 8 25 1.98 - 3.8 -40 - 85 TQFP48

EFM32HG321F64G-B-QFP48 64 8 25 1.98 - 3.8 -40 - 85 TQFP48

Adding the suffix 'R' to the part number (e.g. EFM32HG321F32G-B-QFP48R) denotes tape and reel.

Visit www.silabs.com for information on global distributors and representatives.
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divided into two blocks; the main block and the information block. Program code is normally written to
the main block. Additionally, the information block is available for special user data and flash lock bits.
There is also a read-only page in the information block containing system and device calibration data.
Read and write operations are supported in the energy modes EM0 and EM1.

2.1.4 Direct Memory Access Controller (DMA)

The Direct Memory Access (DMA) controller performs memory operations independently of the CPU.
This has the benefit of reducing the energy consumption and the workload of the CPU, and enables
the system to stay in low energy modes when moving for instance data from the USART to RAM or
from the External Bus Interface to a PWM-generating timer. The DMA controller uses the PL230 µDMA
controller licensed from ARM.

2.1.5 Reset Management Unit (RMU)

The RMU is responsible for handling the reset functionality of the EFM32HG.

2.1.6 Energy Management Unit (EMU)

The Energy Management Unit (EMU) manage all the low energy modes (EM) in EFM32HG microcon-
trollers. Each energy mode manages if the CPU and the various peripherals are available. The EMU
can also be used to turn off the power to unused SRAM blocks.

2.1.7 Clock Management Unit (CMU)

The Clock Management Unit (CMU) is responsible for controlling the oscillators and clocks on-board the
EFM32HG. The CMU provides the capability to turn on and off the clock on an individual basis to all
peripheral modules in addition to enable/disable and configure the available oscillators. The high degree
of flexibility enables software to minimize energy consumption in any specific application by not wasting
power on peripherals and oscillators that are inactive.

2.1.8 Watchdog (WDOG)

The purpose of the watchdog timer is to generate a reset in case of a system failure, to increase appli-
cation reliability. The failure may e.g. be caused by an external event, such as an ESD pulse, or by a
software failure.

2.1.9 Peripheral Reflex System (PRS)

The Peripheral Reflex System (PRS) system is a network which lets the different peripheral module
communicate directly with each other without involving the CPU. Peripheral modules which send out
Reflex signals are called producers. The PRS routes these reflex signals to consumer peripherals which
apply actions depending on the data received. The format for the Reflex signals is not given, but edge
triggers and other functionality can be applied by the PRS.

2.1.10 Low Energy USB

The unique Low Energy USB peripheral provides a full-speed USB 2.0 compliant device controller and
PHY with ultra-low current consumption. The device supports both full-speed (12MBit/s) and low speed
(1.5MBit/s) operation, and includes a dedicated USB oscillator with clock recovery mechanism for crys-
tal-free operation. No external components are required. The Low Energy Mode ensures the current
consumption is optimized and enables USB communication on a strict power budget. The USB device
includes an internal dedicated descriptor-based Scatter/Gather DMA and supports up to 3 OUT end-
points and 3 IN endpoints, in addition to endpoint 0. The on-chip PHY includes software controllable
pull-up and pull-down resistors.
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Figure 3.3.  EM0 Current consumption while executing prime number calculation code from flash
with HFRCO running at 14 MHz

Figure 3.4.  EM0 Current consumption while executing prime number calculation code from flash
with HFRCO running at 11 MHz
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

Sourcing 0.1 mA, VDD=1.98 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOWEST

 0.80VDD  V

Sourcing 0.1 mA, VDD=3.0 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOWEST

 0.90VDD  V

Sourcing 1 mA, VDD=1.98 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOW

 0.85VDD  V

Sourcing 1 mA, VDD=3.0 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOW

 0.90VDD  V

Sourcing 6 mA, VDD=1.98 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= STANDARD

0.75VDD   V

Sourcing 6 mA, VDD=3.0 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= STANDARD

0.85VDD   V

Sourcing 20 mA, VDD=1.98 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= HIGH

0.60VDD   V

VIOOH

Output high volt-
age (Production test
condition = 3.0V,
DRIVEMODE =
STANDARD)

Sourcing 20 mA, VDD=3.0 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= HIGH

0.80VDD   V

Sinking 0.1 mA, VDD=1.98 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOWEST

 0.20VDD  V

Sinking 0.1 mA, VDD=3.0 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOWEST

 0.10VDD  V

Sinking 1 mA, VDD=1.98 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOW

 0.10VDD  V

Sinking 1 mA, VDD=3.0 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= LOW

 0.05VDD  V

Sinking 6 mA, VDD=1.98 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= STANDARD

  0.30VDD V

Sinking 6 mA, VDD=3.0 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= STANDARD

  0.20VDD V

Sinking 20 mA, VDD=1.98 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= HIGH

  0.35VDD V

VIOOL

Output low voltage
(Production test
condition = 3.0V,
DRIVEMODE =
STANDARD)

Sinking 20 mA, VDD=3.0 V,
GPIO_Px_CTRL DRIVEMODE
= HIGH

  0.25VDD V

IIOLEAK Input leakage cur-
rent

High Impedance IO connected
to GROUND or Vdd

 ±0.1 ±40 nA

RPU I/O pin pull-up resis-
tor

  40  kOhm
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Figure 3.14. Typical Low-Level Output Current, 2V Supply Voltage
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9. Exact shape of each corner is optional.

Table 4.4. QFP48 (Dimensions in mm)

DIM MIN NOM MAX DIM MIN NOM MAX

A - 7.000 BSC - M - 12DEG REF -

A1 - 3.500 BSC - N 0.090 - 0.160

B - 7.000 BSC - P - 0.250 BSC -

B1 - 3.500 BSC - R 0.150 - 0.250

C 1.000 - 1.200 S - 9.000 BSC -

D 0.170 - 0.270 S1 - 4.500 BSC -

E 0.950 - 1.050 V - 9.000 BSC -

F 0.170 - 0.230 V1 - 4.500 BSC -

G - 0.500 BSC - W - 0.200 BSC -

H 0.050 - 0.150 AA - 1.000 BSC -

J 0.090 - 0.200

K 0.500 - 0.700

L 0DEG - 7DEG

The TQFP48 Package is 7 by 7 mm in size and has a 0.5 mm pin pitch.

The TQFP48 package uses matte-Sn post plated leadframe.

All EFM32 packages are RoHS compliant and free of Bromine (Br) and Antimony (Sb).

For additional Quality and Environmental information, please see:
http://www.silabs.com/support/quality/pages/default.aspx
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Figure 5.3. TQFP48 PCB Stencil Design
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Table 5.3. QFP48 PCB Stencil Design Dimensions (Dimensions in mm)

Symbol Dim. (mm)

a 1.50

b 0.20

c 0.50

d 8.50

e 8.50

1. The drawings are not to scale.
2. All dimensions are in millimeters.
3. All drawings are subject to change without notice.
4. The PCB Land Pattern drawing is in compliance with IPC-7351B.
5. Stencil thickness 0.125 mm.
6. For detailed pin-positioning, see Figure 4.2 (p. 57) .

5.2 Soldering Information
The latest IPC/JEDEC J-STD-020 recommendations for Pb-Free reflow soldering should be followed.
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6 Chip Marking, Revision and Errata
6.1 Chip Marking

In the illustration below package fields and position are shown.

Figure 6.1. Example Chip Marking (top view)

6.2 Revision
The revision of a chip can be determined from the "Revision" field in Figure 6.1 (p. 62) .

6.3 Errata
Please see the errata document for EFM32HG321 for description and resolution of device erratas. This
document is available in Simplicity Studio and online at:
http://www.silabs.com/support/pages/document-library.aspx?p=MCUs--32-bit
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7 Revision History
7.1 Revision 1.00

December 4th, 2015

Updated all specs with results of full characterization.

Updated part number to revision B.

Added the USB electrical specifications table.

7.2 Revision 0.91
May 6th, 2015

Updated current consumption table for energy modes.

Updated GPIO max leakage current.

Updated startup time for HFXO and LFXO.

Updated current consumption for HFRCO and LFRCO.

Updated ADC current consumption.

Updated IDAC characteristics tables.

Updated ACMP internal resistance.

Updated VCMP current consumption.

7.3 Revision 0.90
March 16th, 2015

Note
This datasheet revision applies to a product under development. It’s characteristics and
specifications are subject to change without notice.

Corrected EM2 current consumption condition in Electrical Characteristics section.

Updated GPIO electrical characteristics.

Updated Max ESRHFXO value for Crystal Frequency of 25 MHz.

Updated LFRCO plots.

Updated HFRCO table and plots.

Updated ADC table and temp sensor plot.

Added DMA current in Digital Peripherals section.

Updated block diagram.

Corrected leadframe type to matte-Sn.
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B Contact Information
Silicon Laboratories Inc.
400 West Cesar Chavez
Austin, TX 78701

Please visit the Silicon Labs Technical Support web page:
http://www.silabs.com/support/pages/contacttechnicalsupport.aspx
and register to submit a technical support request.
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