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Preliminary Information

APEX 20KC Programmable Logic Device Data Sheet

B Advanced interconnect structure

Copper interconnect for high performance

Four-level hierarchical FastTrack® interconnect structure
providing fast, predictable interconnect delays

Dedicated carry chain that implements arithmetic functions such
as fastadders, counters, and comparators (automatically used by
software tools and megafunctions)

Dedicated cascade chain that implements high-speed,
high-fan-in logic functions (automatically used by software tools
and megafunctions)

Interleaved local interconnect allows one LE to drive 29 other
LEs through the fast local interconnect

B Advanced software support

Software design support and automatic place-and-route
provided by the Altera® Quartus™ II development system for
Windows-based PCs, Sun SPARCstations, and HP 9000

Series 700/800 workstations

Altera MegaCore® functions and Altera Megafunction Partners
Program (AMPP"™) megafunctions optimized for APEX 20KC
architecture available

NativeLink™ integration with popular synthesis, simulation,
and timing analysis tools

Quartus II SignalTap® embedded logic analyzer simplifies
in-system design evaluation by giving access to internal nodes
during device operation

Supports popular revision-control software packages including
PVCS, RCS, and SCCS

Table 3. APEX 20KC QFP &BGA Package Options & I/0 Count

Notes (1), (2)

Device 144-Pin TQFP | 208-Pin PQFP | 240-Pin PQFP | 356-Pin BGA 652-Pin BGA
EP20K100C 92 151 183 246
EP20K200C 136 168 271 376
EP20K400C 488
EP20K600C 488
EP20K1000C 488
EP20K1500C 488
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Figure 3. LAB Structure
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Each LAB contains dedicated logic for driving control signals to its LEs
and ESBs. The control signals include clock, clock enable, asynchronous
clear, asynchronous preset, asynchronous load, synchronous clear, and
synchronous load signals. A maximum of six control signals can be used
ata time. Although synchronous load and clear signals are generally used
when implementing counters, they can also be used with other functions.

Each LAB can use two clocks and two clock enable signals. Each LAB’s
clock and clock enable signals are linked (e.g., any LE in a particular LAB
using CLK1 will also use CLKENA1L). LEs with the same clock but different
clock enable signals either use both clock signals in one LAB or are placed
into separate LABs.

If both the rising and falling edges of a clock are used in a LAB, both LAB-
wide clock signals are used.

Altera Corporation
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Figure 5. APEX 20KC Logic Element
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Each LE’s programmable register can be configured for D, T, JK, or SR
operation. The register’s clock and clear control signals can be driven by
global signals, general-purpose I/O pins, or any internal logic. For
combinatorial functions, the register is bypassed and the output of the
LUT drives the outputs of the LE.

Each LE has two outputs that drive the local, MegalLAB, or FastTrack
interconnect routing structure. Each output can be driven independently
by the LUT’s or register’s output. For example, the LUT can drive one
output while the register drives the other output. This feature, called
register packing, improves device utilization because the register and the
LUT can be used for unrelated functions. The LE can also drive out
registered and unregistered versions of the LUT output.

Altera Corporation
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Normal Mode

The normal mode is suitable for general logic applications, combinatorial
functions, or wide decoding functions that can take advantage of a
cascade chain. In normal mode, four data inputs from the LAB local
interconnect and the carry-in are inputs to a four-input LUT. The
Quartus I Compiler automatically selects the carry-in or the DATA3 signal
as one of the inputs to the LUT. The LUT output can be combined with the
cascade-in signal to form a cascade chain through the cascade-out signal.
LEs in normal mode support packed registers.

Arithmetic Mode

The arithmetic mode is ideal for implementing adders, accumulators, and
comparators. An LE in arithmetic mode uses two 3-input LUTs. One LUT
computes a three-input function; the other generates a carry output. As
shown in Figure 8, the first LUT uses the carry-in signal and two data
inputs from the LAB local interconnect to generate a combinatorial or
registered output. For example, when implementing an adder, this output
is the sum of three signals: DATAL, DATA2, and carry-in. The second LUT
uses the same three signals to generate a carry-out signal, thereby creating
a carry chain. The arithmetic mode also supports simultaneous use of the
cascade chain. LEs in arithmetic mode can drive out registered and
unregistered versions of the LUT output.

The Quartus I software implements parameterized functions that use the
arithmetic mode automatically where appropriate; the designer does not
need to specify how the carry chain will be used.

Counter Mode

The counter mode offers clock enable, counter enable, synchronous
up/down control, synchronous clear, and synchronous load options. The
counter enable and synchronous up/down control signals are generated
from the data inputs of the LAB local interconnect. The synchronous clear
and synchronous load options are LAB-wide signals that affect all
registers in the LAB. Consequently, if any of the LEs in an LAB use the
counter mode, other LEs in that LAB must be used as part of the same
counter or be used for a combinatorial function. The Quartus II software
automatically places any registers that are not used by the counter into
other LABs.
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The counter mode uses two 3-input LUTs: one generates the counter data,
and the other generates the fast carry bit. A 2-to-1 multiplexer provides
synchronous loading, and another AND gate provides synchronous
clearing. If the cascade function is used by an LE in counter mode, the
synchronous clear or load overrides any signal carried on the cascade
chain. The synchronous clear overrides the synchronous load. LEs in
arithmetic mode can drive out registered and unregistered versions of the
LUT output.

Clear & Preset Logic Control

Logic for the register’s clear and preset signals is controlled by LAB-wide
signals. The LE directly supports an asynchronous clear function. The
Quartus II Compiler can use a NOT-gate push-back technique to emulate
an asynchronous preset or to emulate simultaneous preset and clear or
asynchronous load. However, this technique uses three additional LEs
per register. All emulation is performed automatically when the design is
compiled. Registers that emulate simultaneous preset and load will enter
an unknown state upon power-up or when the chip-wide reset is asserted.

In addition to the two clear and preset modes, APEX 20KC devices
provide a chip-wide reset pin (DEV_CLRn) that resets all registers in the
device. Use of this pin is controlled through an option in the Quartus II
software that is set before compilation. The chip-wide reset overrides all
other control signals. Registers using an asynchronous preset are preset
when the chip-wide reset is asserted; this effect results from the inversion
technique used to implement the asynchronous preset.

FastTrack Interconnect

In the APEX 20KC architecture, connections between LEs, ESBs, and I/O
pins are provided by the FastTrack interconnect. The FastTrack
interconnect is a series of continuous horizontal and vertical routing
channels that traverse the device. This global routing structure provides
predictable performance, even in complex designs. In contrast, the
segmented routing in FPGAs requires switch matrices to connect a
variable number of routing paths, increasing the delays between logic
resources and reducing performance.

The FastTrack interconnect consists of row and column interconnect
channels that span the entire device. The row interconnect routes signals
throughout a row of MegaLAB structures; the column interconnect routes
signals throughout a column of MegaLLAB structures. When using the row
and column interconnect, an LE, IOE, or ESB can drive any other LE, IOE,
or ESB in a device. See Figure 9.
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Figure 9. APEX 20KC Interconnect Structure
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A row line can be driven directly by LEs, IOEs, or ESBs in that row.
Further, a column line can drive a row line, allowing an LE, IOE, or ESB
to drive elements in a different row via the column and row interconnect.
The row interconnect drives the MegaLAB interconnect to drive LEs,
IOEs, or ESBs in a particular MegaLAB structure.

A column line can be directly driven by LEs, IOEs, or ESBs in that column.
A column line on a device’s left or right edge can also be driven by row
IOEs. The column line is used to route signals from one row to another. A
column line can drive a row line; it can also drive the MegaLAB
interconnect directly, allowing faster connections between rows.

Figure 10 shows how the FastTrack interconnect uses the local
interconnect to drive LEs within MegaLAB structures.
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Figure 18. Deep Memory Block Implemented with Multiple ESBs
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The ESB implements two forms of dual-port memory: read /write clock
mode and input/output clock mode. The ESB can also be used for
bidirectional, dual-port memory applications in which two ports read or
write simultaneously. To implement this type of dual-port memory, two
ESBs are used to support two simultaneous reads or writes.

The ESB can also use Altera megafunctions to implement dual-port RAM
applications where both ports can read or write, as shown in Figure 19.

Figure 19. APEX 20KC ESB Implementing Dual-Port RAM
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Read/Write Clock Mode

The read/write clock mode contains two clocks. One clock controls all
registers associated with writing: data input, WE, and write address. The
other clock controls all registers associated with reading: read enable (RE),
read address, and data output. The ESB also supports clock enable and
asynchronous clear signals; these signals also control the read and write
registers independently. Read /write clock mode is commonly used for
applications where reads and writes occur at different system frequencies.
Figure 20 shows the ESB in read /write clock mode.

Figure 20. ESB in Read/Write Clock Mode  Note (1)
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(1) Allregisters can be cleared asynchronously by ESB local interconnect signals, global signals, or the chip-wide reset.
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For more information on APEX 20KC devices and CAM, see Application
Note 119 (Implementing High-Speed Search Applications with APEX CAM).

Driving Signals to the ESB

ESBs provide flexible options for driving control signals. Different clocks
can be used for the ESB inputs and outputs. Registers can be inserted
independently on the data input, data output, read address, write
address, WE, and RE signals. The global signals and the local interconnect
can drive the WE and RE signals. The global signals, dedicated clock pins,
and local interconnect can drive the ESB clock signals. Because the LEs
drive the local interconnect, the LEs can control the WE and RE signals and
the ESB clock, clock enable, and asynchronous clear signals. Figure 24
shows the ESB control signal generation logic.

Figure 24. ESB Control Signal Generation
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An ESB is fed by the local interconnect, which is driven by adjacent LEs
(for high-speed connection to the ESB) or the MegalLAB interconnect. The
ESB can drive the local, MegaLAB, or FastTrack interconnect routing
structure to drive LEs and IOEs in the same MegaLAB structure or
anywhere in the device.
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Each IOE drives a row, column, MegalLAB, or local interconnect when
used as an input or bidirectional pin. A row IOE can drive a local,
MegalAB, row, and column interconnect; a column IOE can drive the
column interconnect. Figure 26 shows how a row IOE connects to the
interconnect.

Figure 26. Row IOE Connection to the Interconnect
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Advanced 1/0 Standard Support

APEX 20KC IOEs support the following I/O standards: LVTTL,
LVCMOS, 1.8-V1/0,2.5-V1/0, 3.3-V PCI, PCI-X, 3.3-V AGP, LVDS,
LVPECL, GTL+, CTT, HSTL Class I, SSTL-3 Class I and II, and SSTL-2
Class I and II.

For more information on I/O standards supported by APEX 20KC
devices, see Application Note 117 (Using Selectable I/O Standards in Altera
Devices).

The APEX 20KC device contains eight I/O banks. In QFP packages, the
banks are linked to form four I/O banks. The I/O banks directly support
all standards except LVDS and LVPECL. All1/O banks can support LVDS
and LVPECL with the addition of external resistors. In addition, one block
within a bank contains circuitry to support high-speed True-LVDS and
LVPECL inputs, and another block within a bank supports high-speed
True-LVDS and LVPECL outputs. The LVDS blocks support all of the I/O
standards. Each I/O bank has its own VCCIO pins. A single device can
support 1.8-V, 2.5-V, and 3.3-V interfaces; each bank can support a
different standard independently. Each bank can also use a separate Vigg
level so that each bank can support any of the terminated standards (such
as SSTL-3) independently. Within a bank, any one of the terminated
standards can be supported. EP20K400C and larger APEX 20KC devices
support the LVDS interface for data pins (smaller devices support LVDS
clock pins, but not data pins). All EP20K400C and larger devices support
the LVDS interface for data pins up to 155 Mbit per channel; EP20K400C
devices and larger add a serializer/deserializer circuit and PLL for
support up to 840 Mbit per channel.

Each bank can support multiple standards with the same VCCIO for
output pins. Each bank can support one voltage-referenced I/O standard,
but it can support multiple I/O standards with the same VCCIO voltage
level. For example, when VCCIO is 3.3 V, a bank can support LVTTL,
LVCMOS, 3.3-V PCI, and SSTL-3 for inputs and outputs.

When the LVDS banks are not used for the LVDS I/O standard, they

support all of the other I/O standards. Figure 28 shows the arrangement
of the APEX 20KC I/O banks.
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Figure 28. APEX 20KC I/0 Banks
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(1) Any I/O pin within two pads of the LVDS pins can only be used as an input to maintain an acceptable noise level
on the V(o plane. No output pin can be placed within two pads of LVDS pins unless separated by a power or
ground pin. Use the Show Pads view in the Quartus II software’s Floor Plan Editor to locate these pads. The
Quartus II software will give an error message for illegal output or bidirectional pin placement next to the LVDS

pin

(2) If the LVDS input and output blocks are not used for LVDS, they can support all of the I/O standards and can be
used as input, output, or bidirectional pins with Vg set to3.3V,2.5V,or 1.8 V.
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Power Sequencing & Hot Socketing

Because APEX 20KC devices can be used in a mixed-voltage environment,
they have been designed specifically to tolerate any possible power-up
sequence. Therefore, the Vo and VNt power supplies may be
powered in any order.

Altera Corporation
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ClockLock & ClockBoost Timing Parameters

For the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry to function properly, the
incoming clock must meet certain requirements. If these specifications are
not met, the circuitry may not lock onto the incoming clock, which
generates an erroneous clock within the device. The clock generated by
the ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry must also meet certain
specifications. If the incoming clock meets these requirements during
configuration, the APEX 20KC ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry will
lock onto the clock during configuration. The circuit will be ready for use
immediately after configuration. In APEX 20KC devices, the clock input
standard is programmable, so the PLL cannot respond to the clock until
the device is configured. The PLL locks onto the input clock as soon as
configuration is complete. Figure 29 shows the incoming and generated
clock specifications.

s For more information on ClockLock and ClockBoost circuitry,
see Application Note 115: Using the ClockLock and ClockBoost PLL
Features in APEX Devices.

Figure 29. Specifications for the Incoming & Generated Clocks

The t; parameter refers to the nominal input clock period; the to parameter refers to the
nominal output clock period.
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(1) Rise and fall times are measured from 10% to 90%.
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Table 32. SSTL-3 Class Il Specifications

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum | Units
Veeio I/0O supply voltage 3.0 3.3 3.6 \Y
Vi1 Termination voltage Vger — 0.05 VREr VRer + 0.05 \Y%
VRer Reference voltage 1.3 1.5 1.7 \'
ViH High-level input VRer + 0.2 Veeio + 0.3 \'%
voltage

Vi Low-level input -0.3 Vgerp—0.2 \"
voltage

Von High-level output lop=—-16mA (1) Vi1t +0.8 \"
voltage

VoL Low-level output loL=16mA (2) Vi1-0.8 \"
voltage

Table 33. HSTL Class I I/0 Specifications
Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum | Units
Veeio I/0 supply voltage 1.71 1.8 1.89 \"
Vit Termination voltage VRer —0.05 VREr Vger + 0.05 \Y
VRer Reference voltage 0.68 0.75 0.90 \
ViH High-level input VRer + 0.1 Veeio + 0.3 \'%
voltage

ViL Low-level input -0.3 Vger — 0.1 \Y%
voltage

Von High-level output loqn=—-8mA (1) Veeio—0.4 \"
voltage

VoL Low-level output loL=8mA (2) 0.4 \
voltage

60 Altera Corporation



APEX 20KC Programmable Logic Device Data Sheet

Preliminary Information

Table 36. CTT I/0 Specifications

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum | Units
Veeio I/0O supply voltage 3.0 3.3 3.6 \Y
V11/VRer (3) | Termination and 1.35 1.5 1.65 \
reference voltage

ViH High-level input VRer + 0.2 \
voltage

ViL Low-level input Vger — 0.2 \Y%
voltage

I Input pin leakage 0<V\n<Vceio -10 10 uA
current

Von High-level output lon=-8mA (1) Vger + 0.4 \
voltage

VoL Low-level output loL=8mA (2) Vger — 0.4 \"
voltage

lo Output leakage GND = Vpoyut=Vceio -10 10 uA
current (when output
is high 2)

Notes to tables:

(1) The Iy parameter refers to high-level output current.
(2) The I parameter refers to low-level output current. This parameter applies to open-drain pins as well as output

pins.

(38) Vg specifies center point of switching range.
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Figure 32 shows the output drive characteristics of APEX 20KC devices.
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Table 38. APEX 20KC fy,x ESB Timing Parameters

Symbol Parameter
tesBaRC ESB asynchronous read cycle time
tesBsre ESB synchronous read cycle time
tessawce ESB asynchronous write cycle time
teseswe ESB synchronous write cycle time
tesBwAsyU ESB write address setup time with respect to WE
tesBwAH ESB write address hold time with respect to WE
tesBwDSsU ESB data setup time with respect to WE
tesBwpH ESB data hold time with respect to WE
tesBrASU ESB read address setup time with respect to RE
tesBRAH ESB read address hold time with respect to RE
tesBWESU ESB WE setup time before clock when using input register
tESBDATASU ESB data setup time before clock when using input register
tESBWADDRSU ESB write address setup time before clock when using input registers
tESBRADDRSU ESB read address setup time before clock when using input registers
tesBDATACOT ESB clock-to-output delay when using output registers
tesBDATACOZ ESB clock-to-output delay without output registers
tesBpD ESB data-in to data-out delay for RAM mode
tpp ESB macrocell input to non-registered output
teTERMSU ESB macrocell register setup time before clock
teTERMCO ESB macrocell register clock-to-output delay

Table 39. APEX 20KC fy,x Routing Delays

Symbol Parameter
1= Fan-out delay estimate using local interconnect
tes.00 Fan-out delay estimate using Megalab interconnect
teopy Fan-out delay estimate using FastTrack interconnect
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Table 76. EP20K1500C Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters  Noie (1)
Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade (2) -9 Speed Grade (2) Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tCH 2.0 ns
tCL 2.0 ns
tCLFi'P 0.2 ns
tPREP 0.2 ns
tesscH 2.0 ns
tesseL 2.0 ns
teswp 1.0 ns
tesere 0.8 ns
Table 77. EP20K1500C External Timing Parameters
Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade (2) -9 Speed Grade (2) Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
thSU 2.1 ns
tINH 0.0 ns
tOUTCO 2.0 5.0 ns
tinsupLL 3.2 ns
tNHPLL 0.0 ns
toutcopLL 05 2.1 ns

Altera Corporation
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Table 79. Selectable I/0 Standard Input Delays

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade (7) -9 Speed Grade (7) Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max Min

LVCMOS 0.0 ns
LVTTL 0.0 ns
25V 0.1 ns
1.8V 0.5 ns
PCI 0.4 ns
GTL+ -0.3 ns
SSTL-3 Class | -04 ns
SSTL-3 Class |l -0.4 ns
SSTL-2 Class | -0.3 ns
SSTL-2 Class |l -0.3 ns
LVDS -0.2 ns
CTT -0.3 ns
AGP 0.0 ns

Table 80. Selectable I/0 Standard Output Delays

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade (7) -9 Speed Grade (7) Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max Min

LVCMOS 0.0 ns
LVTTL 0.0 ns
25V 0.5 ns
1.8V 1.7 ns
PCI -0.2 ns
GTL+ -0.4 ns
SSTL-3 Class | -0.1 ns
SSTL-3 Class Il -0.6 ns
SSTL-2 Class | 0.0 ns
SSTL-2 Class Il -0.4 ns
LVDS -0.8 ns
CTT -0.2 ns
AGP -0.4 ns

Note to tables:
(1) Timing information will be released in a future version of this data sheet.

Altera Corporation
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Power
Consumption

Configuration &
Operation
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To estimate device power consumption, use the interactive power
estimator on the Altera web site at http://www.altera.com.

The APEX 20KC architecture supports several configuration schemes.
This section summarizes the device operating modes and available device
configuration schemes.

Operating Modes

The APEX architecture uses SRAM configuration elements that require
configuration data to be loaded each time the circuit powers up. The
process of physically loading the SRAM data into the device is called
configuration. During initialization, which occurs immediately after
configuration, the device resets registers, enables 1/O pins, and begins to
operate as a logic device. The I/O pins are tri-stated during power-up,
and before and during configuration. Together, the configuration and
initialization processes are called command mode; normal device operation
is called user mode.

Before and during device configuration, all I/O pins are pulled to Vo
by a built-in weak pull-up resistor.

SRAM configuration elements allow APEX 20KC devices to be
reconfigured in-circuit by loading new configuration data into the device.
Real-time reconfiguration is performed by forcing the device into
command mode with a device pin, loading different configuration data,
reinitializing the device, and resuming user-mode operation. In-field
upgrades can be performed by distributing new configuration files.

Configuration Schemes

The configuration data for an APEX 20KC device can be loaded with one
of five configuration schemes (see Table 81), chosen on the basis of the
target application. An EPC16, EPC2, or EPC1 configuration device,
intelligent controller, or the JTAG port can be used to control the
configuration of an APEX 20KC device. When a configuration device is
used, the system can configure automatically at system power-up.
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Multiple APEX 20KC devices can be configured in any of five
configuration schemes by connecting the configuration enable (nCE) and
configuration enable output (nCEO) pins on each device.

Table 81. Data Sources for Configuration

Configuration Scheme Data Source

Configuration device EPC16, EPC2, or EPC1 configuration device

Passive serial (PS) MasterBlaster or ByteBlasterMV download cable or serial data source

Passive parallel asynchronous (PPA) Parallel data source

Passive parallel synchronous (PPS) Parallel data source

JTAG MasterBlaster or ByteBlasterMV download cable or a microprocessor
with a Jam Standard Test and Programming Language (STAPL) or
JBC File

“ .- & Formore information on configuration, see Application Note 116

(Configuring APEX 20K, FLEX 10K & FLEX 6000 Devices.)

Device Pin- See the Altera web site (http://www.altera.com) or the Altera Digital
Outs Library for pin-out information.

Revision The information contained in the APEX 20KC Programmable Logic Device
. Data Sheet version 1.1 supersedes information published in pervious
Histo ry versions.

The following changes were made to the APEX 20KC Programmable Logic
Device Data Sheet version 1.1: updated maximum user I/O pins in Table 1.
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