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1 xCORE Multicore Microcontrollers

The xCORE200 Series is a comprehensive range of 32-bit multicore microcontrollers
that brings the low latency and timing determinism of the xCORE architecture to
mainstream embedded applications. Unlike conventional microcontrollers, xCORE
multicore microcontrollers execute multiple real-time tasks simultaneously and
communicate between tasks using a high speed network. Because xCORE multicore
microcontrollers are completely deterministic, you can write software to implement
functions that traditionally require dedicated hardware.
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Key features of the XLF208-128-TQ64 include:
Tiles: Devices consist of one or more xCORE tiles. Each tile contains between
five and eight 32-bit xCOREs with highly integrated 1/0 and on-chip memory.
Logical cores Each logical core can execute tasks such as computational code,
DSP code, control software (including logic decisions and executing a state
machine) or software that handles I/O. Section 6.1
XTIME scheduler The xTIME scheduler performs functions similar to an RTOS,
in hardware. It services and synchronizes events in a core, so there is no
requirement for interrupt handler routines. The xTIME scheduler triggers cores
on events generated by hardware resources such as the I/0 pins, communication
channels and timers. Once triggered, a core runs independently and concurrently
to other cores, until it pauses to wait for more events. Section 6.2
Channels and channel ends Tasks running on logical cores communicate using
channels formed between two channel ends. Data can be passed synchronously
or asynchronously between the channel ends assigned to the communicating
tasks. Section 6.5
XCONNECT Switch and Links Between tiles, channel communications are im-
plemented over a high performance network of xCONNECT Links and routed
through a hardware xCONNECT Switch. Section 6.6
X009775, Y 4 MOS XS2-LF8A-128-TQ64
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3 Pin Configuration
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Figure 5:
Clock block
diagram

100MHz
reference 1-bit port

clock L vy] ""...i

readyln

A clock block can use a 1-bit port as its clock source allowing external application
clocks to be used to drive the input and output interfaces. xCORE-200 clock blocks
optionally divide the clock input from a 1-bit port.

clock block

In many cases 1/0 signals are accompanied by strobing signals. The xCORE ports
can input and interpret strobe (known as readyln and readyOut) signals generated
by external sources, and ports can generate strobe signals to accompany output
data.

On reset, each port is connected to clock block 0, which runs from the xCORE Tile
reference clock.

6.5 Channels and Channel Ends

Logical cores communicate using point-to-point connections, formed between two
channel ends. A channel-end is a resource on an xCORE tile, that is allocated by
the program. Each channel-end has a unique system-wide identifier that comprises
a unique number and their tile identifier. Data is transmitted to a channel-end by
an output-instruction; and the other side executes an input-instruction. Data can
be passed synchronously or asynchronously between the channel ends.

6.6 XxCONNECT Switch and Links

XMOS devices provide a scalable architecture, where multiple xCORE devices can
be connected together to form one system. Each xCORE device has an xCONNECT
interconnect that provides a communication infrastructure for all tasks that run on
the various XCORE tiles on the system.

The interconnect relies on a collection of switches and XMOS links. Each xCORE
device has an on-chip switch that can set up circuits or route data. The switches
are connected by xConnect Links. An XMOS link provides a physical connection
between two switches. The switch has a routing algorithm that supports many
different topologies, including lines, meshes, trees, and hypercubes.

The links operate in either 2 wires per direction or 5 wires per direction mode,
depending on the amount of bandwidth required. Circuit switched, streaming

X009775,
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If a different tile frequency is required (eg, 500 MHz), then the PLL must be
reprogrammed after boot to provide the required tile frequency. The XMOS tools
perform this operation by default. Further details on configuring the clock can be
found in the xCORE-200 Clock Frequency Control document.

8 Boot Procedure

Figure 8:

QSPI port
connectivity

The device is kept in reset by driving RST_N low. When in reset, all GPIO pins have
a pull-down enabled. The processor must be held in reset until VDDIOL is in spec
for at least T ms. When the device is taken out of reset by releasing RST_N the
processor starts its internal reset process. After 15-150 us (depending on the
input clock) the processor boots.

The device boots from a QSPI flash (IS25LQ016B) that is embedded in the device.
The QSPI flash is connected to the ports on Tile 0 as shown in Figure 8. An
external 1K resistor must connect XODO1 to VDDIOL. XOD10 should ideally not
be connected. If XOD10 is connected, then a 150 ohm series resistor close to the
device is recommended. X0D04..X0DO07 should be not connected.

VDDIOL Ve

xCORE N

1K X0D04..7 FORTE
X0DO1 PORT 1B
X0D10 PORT 1C

CLK =

DI0..3]

CS_N

QSPI Flash

(S =~/

The xCORE Tile boot procedure is illustrated in Figure 9. If bit 5 of the security
register (see §9.1) is set, the device boots from OTP. Otherwise, the device boots
from the internal flash.

The boot image has the following format:
A 32-bit program size s in words.
Program consisting of s x 4 bytes.

A 32-bit CRC, or the value OXxOD15ABI1E to indicate that no CRC check should be
performed.

The program size and CRC are stored least significant byte first. The program
is loaded into the lowest memory address of RAM, and the program is started
from that address. The CRC is calculated over the byte stream represented by the
program size and the program itself. The polynomial used is 0OXxEDB88320 (IEEE
802.3); the CRC register is initialized with OXxFFFFFFFF and the residue is inverted
to produce the CRC.

X009775,
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12.6 Clock
Symbol | Parameter MIN | TYP | MAX | UNITS | Notes
f Frequency 9 25 25 MHz
- SR Slew rate 0.10 V/ns
Flgurel 2?(: TJ(LT) Long term jitter (pk-pk) 2 %
Cloc f(MAX) Processor clock frequency 500 MHz B
A Percentage of CLK period.
B Assumes typical tile and 1/0 voltages with nominal activity.
Further details can be found in the XS1-LF Clock Frequency Control document,
12.7 xCORE Tile I/O AC Characteristics
Symbol Parameter MIN | TYP| MAX | UNITS | Notes
- T(XOVALID) Input data valid window 8 ns
F'gu“‘-hz‘: T(XOINVALID) | Output data invalid window 9 ns
/0 AC char TXIFMAX) Rate at which data can be sampled 60 |MHz
acteristics .
with respect to an external clock
The input valid window parameter relates to the capability of the device to capture
data input to the chip with respect to an external clock source. It is calculated as the
sum of the input setup time and input hold time with respect to the external clock
as measured at the pins. The output invalid window specifies the time for which
an output is invalid with respect to the external clock. Note that these parameters
are specified as a window rather than absolute numbers since the device provides
functionality to delay the incoming clock with respect to the incoming data.
Information on interfacing to high-speed synchronous interfaces can be found in
the XS1 Port I/0 Timing document, X5821.
12.8 xConnect Link Performance
Symbol Parameter MIN | TYP | MAX | UNITS | Notes
B(2blinkP) | 2b link bandwidth (packetized) 87 MBit/s | A, B
Figure 22: | B(SblinkP) | 5b link bandwidth (packetized) 217 | MBit/s | A, B
Link  ["B(2blinkS) | 2b link bandwidth (streaming) 100 | MBit/s | B
performance - - - - -
B(5blinkS) | 5b link bandwidth (streaming) 250 MBit/s | B
A Assumes 32-byte packet in 3-byte header mode. Actual performance depends on size of the header
and payload.
B 7.5ns symbol time.
The asynchronous nature of links means that the relative phasing of CLK clocks is
not important in a multi-clock system, providing each meets the required stability
criteria.
X009775, Y 4 MOS XS2-LF8A-128-TQ64
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B Processor Status Configuration

The processor status control registers can be accessed directly by the processor
using processor status reads and writes (use getps(reg) and setps(reg,value) for
reads and writes).

Number | Perm | Description
0x00 RW RAM base address
0x01 RW Vector base address
0x02 RW xCORE Tile control
0x03 RO xCORE Tile boot status
0x05 RW Security configuration
0x06 RW Ring Oscillator Control
0x07 RO Ring Oscillator Value
0x08 RO Ring Oscillator Value
0x09 RO Ring Oscillator Value
0x0A RO Ring Oscillator Value
0x0C RO RAM size
0x10 | DRW | Debug SSR
0x11 DRW | Debug SPC
0x12 | DRW | Debug SSP
0x13 DRW | DGETREG operand 1
Ox14 | DRW | DGETREG operand 2
0x15 DRW | Debug interrupt type

0x16 DRW | Debug interrupt data

0x18 | DRW | Debug core control
0x20 .. 0x27 | DRW | Debug scratch
0x30 .. 0x33 DRW | Instruction breakpoint address

0x40 .. 0x43 DRW | Instruction breakpoint control
0x50 .. 0x53 DRW | Data watchpoint address 1
0x60 .. 0x63 DRW Data watchpoint address 2
0x70 .. 0x73 | DRW | Data breakpoint control register
0x80 .. 0x83 DRW | Resources breakpoint mask

Figure 27: 0x90 .. 0x93 DRW | Resources breakpoint value

Summary 0x9C .. OX9F | DRW | Resources breakpoint control register

X009775, Y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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B.4 xCORE Tile boot status: 0x03

This read-only register describes the boot status of the xCORE tile.

Bits | Perm | Init | Description
31:24 RO - | Reserved
23:16 RO Processor number.
15:9 RO - | Reserved
8 RO Overwrite BOOT_MODE.
7:6 RO - | Reserved
5 RO Indicates if corel has been powered off
4 RO Cause the ROM to not poll the OTP for correct read levels
0x03: 3 RO Boot ROM boots from RAM
xCORE Tile 2 RO Boot ROM boots from JTAG
boot status 1:0 RO The boot PLL mode pin value.
B.5 Security configuration: 0x05
Copy of the security register as read from OTP.
Bits | Perm | Init | Description
31 RW Disables write permission on this register
30:15 RO - | Reserved
14 RW Disable access to XCore’s global debug
13 RO - | Reserved
12 RW lock all OTP sectors
11:8 RW lock bit for each OTP sector
7 RW Enable OTP reduanacy
6 RO - | Reserved
5 RW Override boot mode and read boot image from OTP
OX05: 4 RW Disable JTAG access to the PLL/BOOT configuration registers
Security 3:1 RO - | Reserved
configuration 0 RW Disable access to XCore’s JTAG debug TAP

X009775, y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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0x09: Bits | Perm | Init | Description
Ring
Oscillator 31:16 RO - | Reserved
Value 15:0 RO 0 | Ring oscillator Counter data.

B.10 Ring Oscillator Value: 0x0A

This register contains the current count of the Peripheral Wire ring oscillator. This
value is not reset on a system reset.

0x0A: Bits | Perm | Init | Description
Ring
Oscillator 31:16 RO - | Reserved
Value 150 | RO 0 | Ring oscillator Counter data.

B.11 RAM size: 0x0C

The size of the RAM in bytes

Bits | Perm | Init | Description

0x0C: 31:2 RO Most significant 16 bits of all addresses.
RAM size 1:0 RO

Reserved

B.12 Debug SSR: 0x10

This register contains the value of the SSR register when the debugger was called.

X009775, y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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Bits | Perm | Init | Description
0x13:
DGETREG 31:8 RO - | Reserved
operand 1 7:0 DRW Thread number to be read
B.16 DGETREG operand 2: 0x14
Register number to be read by DGETREG
Bits | Perm | Init | Description
0x14:
DGETREG 31:5 RO - | Reserved
operand 2 4:0 | DRW Register number to be read
B.17 Debug interrupt type: 0x15
Register that specifies what activated the debug interrupt.
Bits | Perm | Init | Description
31:18 RO - | Reserved
17:16 DRW Number of the hardware breakpoint/watchpoint which caused
the interrupt (always 0 for =HOST= and =DCALL=). If multiple
breakpoints/watchpoints trigger at once, the lowest number is
taken.
15:8 DRW Number of thread which caused the debug interrupt (always 0
in the case of =HOST=).
7:3 RO - | Reserved
2:0 | DRW 0 | Indicates the cause of the debug interrupt
1: Host initiated a debug interrupt through JTAG
. 2: Program executed a DCALL instruction
0);]5. 3: Instruction breakpoint
i Debug 4: Data watch point
interrupt type 5: Resource watch point

B.18 Debug interrupt data: 0x16

On a data watchpoint, this register contains the effective address of the memory
operation that triggered the debugger. On a resource watchpoint, it countains the
resource identifier.

X009775, y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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0x16:
Debug
interrupt data

Bits | Perm | Init | Description

31:0 DRW Value.

B.19 Debug core control: 0x18

This register enables the debugger to temporarily disable logical cores. When
returning from the debug interrupts, the cores set in this register will not execute.
This enables single stepping to be implemented.

Bits | Perm | Init | Description

31:8 RO - | Reserved
b 0x18: 7:0 DRW 1-hot vector defining which threads are stopped when not in
Debug corel debug mode. Every bit which is set prevents the respective
contro thread from running.
B.20 Debug scratch: 0x20 .. 0x27
A set of registers used by the debug ROM to communicate with an external
debugger, for example over JTAG. This is the same set of registers as the Debug
Scratch registers in the xCORE tile configuration.
0x20 .. 0x27:
Debug Bits | Perm | Init | Description
scratch

31:0 DRW Value.

0x30 .. 0x33:
Instruction
breakpoint
address

B.21 Instruction breakpoint address: 0x30 .. 0x33

This register contains the address of the instruction breakpoint. If the PC matches
this address, then a debug interrupt will be taken. There are four instruction
breakpoints that are controlled individually.

Bits | Perm | Init | Description

31:0 DRW Value.

y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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B.22 Instruction breakpoint control: 0x40 .. 0x43

This register controls which logical cores may take an instruction breakpoint, and
under which condition.

Bits | Perm | Init | Description

31:24 RO - | Reserved
23:16 DRW 0 | A bit for each thread in the machine allowing the breakpoint to
be enabled individually for each thread.
15:2 RO - | Reserved
0x40 .. 0x43:
Instruction 1 DRW 0 | When 0 break when PC == IBREAK_ADDR. When 1 = break when
breakpoint PC != IBREAK_ADDR.
control 0 | DRW 0 | When 1 the instruction breakpoint is enabled.

B.23 Data watchpoint address 1: 0x50 .. 0x53

This set of registers contains the first address for the four data watchpoints.

0x50 .. 0x53:

Data
watchpoint Bits | Perm | Init | Description
address 1| 37.0 | prw Value.
B.24 Data watchpoint address 2: 0x60 .. 0x63
This set of registers contains the second address for the four data watchpoints.
0x60 .. 0x63:
Data
watchpoint Bits | Perm | Init | Description
address 2 31:0 | DRW value.

B.25 Data breakpoint control register: 0x70 .. 0x73

This set of registers controls each of the four data watchpoints.

X009775, y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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C Tile Configuration

The xCORE Tile control registers can be accessed using configuration reads and
writes (use write_tile_config_reg(tileref, ...) and read_tile_config_reg(tileref,
— ...) for reads and writes).

Number | Perm | Description
0x00 | CRO Device identification
0x01 CRO xCORE Tile description 1
0x02 CRO XCORE Tile description 2
0x04 CRW | Control PSwitch permissions to debug registers

0x05 CRW | Cause debug interrupts
0x06 CRW | xCORE Tile clock divider

0x07 CRO Security configuration
0x20 .. 0x27 | CRW | Debug scratch
0x40 | CRO | PC of logical core 0
0x41 CRO | PC of logical core 1
0x42 CRO | PC of logical core 2
0x43 CRO | PC of logical core 3
0x44 CRO PC of logical core 4
0x45 CRO | PC of logical core 5
0x46 | CRO | PC of logical core 6
0x47 | CRO | PC of logical core 7
0x60 | CRO | SR of logical core 0
0x61 CRO SR of logical core 1
0x62 CRO SR of logical core 2
0x63 | CRO | SR of logical core 3
0x64 | CRO | SR of logical core 4
0x65 CRO | SR of logical core 5
Figure 28: 0x66 CRO SR of logical core 6
Summary 0x67 | CRO | SR of logical core 7

C.1 Device identification: 0x00

This register identifies the xCORE Tile

X009775, Y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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0x41:
PC of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core | 31:0 CRO Value.
C.11 PC of logical core 2: 0x42
Value of the PC of logical core 2.
0x42:
PC of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core 2 31:0 | CRO Value.
C.12 PC of logical core 3: 0x43
Value of the PC of logical core 3.
0x43:
PC of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core3 | 31:0 | CRO Value.
C.13 PC of logical core 4: 0x44
Value of the PC of logical core 4.
0x44:
PC of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core4 | 31.0 | CRO Value.
C.14 PC of logical core 5: 0x45
Value of the PC of logical core 5.
0x45:
PC of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core 5 31:0 CRO Value.

X009775, Y 4 MOS
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C.15 PC of logical core 6: 0x46

Value of the PC of logical core 6.

0x46:
PC of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core6 | 31.0 | CRO Value.
C.16 PC of logical core 7: 0x47
Value of the PC of logical core 7.
0x47:
PC of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core7 | 31.0 | CRO Value.
C.17 SR of logical core 0: 0x60
Value of the SR of logical core 0
0x60:
SR of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core 0 31:0 | CRO Value.
C.18 SR of logical core 1: 0x61
Value of the SR of logical core 1
0x61:
SR of logical Bits | Perm | Init | Description
core 1 31:0 | CRO Value.
C.19 SR of logical core 2: 0x62
Value of the SR of logical core 2
X009775, V4 MOS XS2-LF8A-128-TQ64
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D Node Configuration

The digital node control registers can be accessed using configuration reads and
writes (use write_node_config_reg(device, ...) and read_node_config_reg(device,
- ...) for reads and writes).

Number | Perm | Description
0x00 RO Device identification

0x01 RO System switch description

0x04 RW Switch configuration
0x05 RW Switch node identifier
0x06 RW PLL settings
0x07 RW System switch clock divider
0x08 RW Reference clock
0x09 R System JTAG device ID register
Ox0A R System USERCODE register
0x0C RW Directions 0-7
0x0D RW Directions 8-15
0x10 RW Reserved
0x11 RW Reserved.
Ox1F RO Debug source
0x20 .. 0x28 RW Link status, direction, and network
0x40 .. 0x47 RO PLink status and network

Figure 29: 0x80 .. 0x88 RW Link configuration and initialization

Summary | gyAQ..0xA7 | RW | Static link configuration

D.1 Device identification: 0x00

This register contains version and revision identifiers and the mode-pins as sampled

at boot-time.
Bits | Perm | Init | Description
31:24 RO - | Reserved
0x00: 23:16 RO Sampled values of BootCtl pins on Power On Reset.
Device 15:8 RO SSwitch revision.
identification 70 | RO SSwitch version.

X009775, Y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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D.2 System switch description: 0x01

This register specifies the number of processors and links that are connected to

this switch.
Bits | Perm | Init | Description
31:24 RO - | Reserved
0x01: | 23:16 | RO Number of SLinks on the SSwitch.
System
switch 15:8 RO Number of processors on the SSwitch.
description 7.0 | RO Number of processors on the device.
D.3 Switch configuration: 0x04
This register enables the setting of two security modes (that disable updates to the
PLL or any other registers) and the header-mode.
Bits | Perm | Init | Description
31 RW 0 | 0 =SSCTL registers have write access. 1 = SSCTL registers can
not be written to.
30:9 RO - | Reserved
8 RW 0 | O =PLL_CTL_REG has write access. 1 = PLL_CTL_REG can not be
written to.
0x04:
Switch 7:1 RO - | Reserved
configuration 0 RW 0 | 0= 2-byte headers, 1 = 1-byte headers (reset as 0).
D.4 Switch node identifier: 0x05
This register contains the node identifier.
Bits | Perm | Init | Description
0x05:
Switch node 31:16 RO - | Reserved
identifier 15:0 RW 0 | The unique ID of this node.

D.5 PLL settings: 0x06

An on-chip PLL multiplies the input clock up to a higher frequency clock, used to
clock the I/0, processor, and switch, see Oscillator. Note: a write to this register
will cause the tile to be reset.

X009775, y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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E JTAG, xSCOPE and Debugging

If you intend to design a board that can be used with the XMOS toolchain and
xTAG debugger, you will need an xSYS header on your board. Figure 30 shows a
decision diagram which explains what type of xSYS connectivity you need. The
three subsections below explain the options in detail.

Is debugging
required?

YES Does the SPI NO
flash need to be

programmed?

Is xXSCOPE
required

YES Is fast printf NO
[ required ? D
Figure 30:
Decision
diagram for Y ( Y
the xSYS Use full xSYS header Use JTAG xSYS header No xSYS header required
header See section 3 See section 2 See section 1

E.1 No xSYS header

The use of an xSYS header is optional, and may not be required for volume
production designs. However, the XMOS toolchain expects the xSYS header; if you
do not have an xSYS header then you must provide your own method for writing to
flash/OTP and for debugging.

E.2 JTAG-only xSYS header

The xSYS header connects to an xTAG debugger, which has a 20-pin 0.1" female
IDC header. The design will hence need a male IDC header. We advise to use a
boxed header to guard against incorrect plug-ins. If you use a 90 degree angled
header, make sure that pins 2, 4, 6, ..., 20 are along the edge of the PCB.

Connect pins 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 of the xSYS header to ground, and then connect:
TDI to pin 5 of the xSYS header
TMS to pin 7 of the xSYS header
TCK to pin 9 of the xSYS header
TDO to pin 13 of the xSYS header

X009775, Y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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F.5 Boot

O X0DO1 has a 1K pull-up to VDDIOL (Section 8).

O The device is kept in reset for at least 1 ms after VDDIOL has reached
its minimum level (Section 8).

F.6 JTAG, XScope, and debugging

O You have decided as to whether you need an XSYS header or not
(Section E)
O If you have not included an XSYS header, you have devised a method

to program the SPI-flash or OTP (Section E).

F.7 GPIO
O You have not mapped both inputs and outputs to the same multi-bit
port.
O Pins X0D04, X0DO05, X0D06, and X0DO07 are output only and are,

during and after reset, pulled low or not connected (Section 8)

F.8 Multi device designs

Skip this section if your design only includes a single XMOS device.

0 One device is connected to a QSPI or SPI flash for booting.

0 Devices that boot from link have, for example, X0D06 pulled high and
have link XLO connected to a device to boot from (Section 8).

X009775, Y 4 MOS XS2-LFBA-128-TQ64
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H Associated Design Documentation

Document Title

Information

Document Number

Estimating Power Consumption For
XS1-LF Devices

Power consumption

X4271

Programming XC on XMOS Devices Timers, ports, clocks, cores and X9577
channels
xTIMEcomposer User Guide Compilers, assembler and X3766

linker/mapper
Timing analyzer, xScope, debugger

Flash and OTP programming utilities

Related Documentation

Document Title Information Document Number
The XMOS XS1 Architecture ISA manual X7879

XS1 Port 1/0 Timing Port timings X5821

XCONNECT Architecture Link, switch and system information X4249

XS1-LF Link Performance and Design Link timings X2999

Guidelines

XS1-LF Clock Frequency Control Advanced clock control X1433

XS1-L Active Power Conservation Low-power mode during idle X7411
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http://www.xmos.com/published/xs1l_power
http://www.xmos.com/published/xcxs1
http://www.xmos.com/published/xtools_en
http://www.xmos.com/published/xs1_en
http://www.xmos.com/published/xs1_port_timing
http://www.xmos.com/published/xconnect-architecture
http://www.xmos.com/published/xs1l_links
http://www.xmos.com/published/xs1l_clk
http://www.xmos.com/published/xs1l_active
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J Revision History

Date Description

2015-03-20 Preliminary release

2015-04-14 Added RST to pins to be pulled hard, and removed reference to TCK from Errata
Removed TRST_N references in packages that have no TRST_N
New diagram for boot from embedded flash showing ports
Pull up requirements for shared clock and external resistor for QSPI

2015-05-06 Removed references to DEBUG_N

2015-07-09 Updated electrical characteristics - Section 12

2015-08-27 Updated part marking - Section 14

2016-01-05 Updated Power Supply and Multi Device Designs in Schematics Checklist -
Section F

2016-04-20 Typical internal pull-up and pull down current diagrams added - Section 12
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