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Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
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flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
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adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
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FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
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offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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APEX 20KC Programmable Logic Device Data Sheet
■ Advanced interconnect structure
– Copper interconnect for high performance
– Four-level hierarchical FastTrack® interconnect structure 

providing fast, predictable interconnect delays
– Dedicated carry chain that implements arithmetic functions such 

as fast adders, counters, and comparators (automatically used by 
software tools and megafunctions)

– Dedicated cascade chain that implements high-speed, 
high-fan-in logic functions (automatically used by software tools 
and megafunctions)

– Interleaved local interconnect allows one LE to drive 29 other 
LEs through the fast local interconnect

■ Advanced software support
– Software design support and automatic place-and-route 

provided by the Altera® QuartusTM II development system for 
Windows-based PCs, Sun SPARCstations, and HP 9000 
Series 700/800 workstations

– Altera MegaCore® functions and Altera Megafunction Partners 
Program (AMPPSM) megafunctions optimized for APEX 20KC 
architecture available

– NativeLinkTM integration with popular synthesis, simulation, 
and timing analysis tools

– Quartus II SignalTap® embedded logic analyzer simplifies 
in-system design evaluation by giving access to internal nodes 
during device operation

– Supports popular revision-control software packages including 
PVCS, RCS, and SCCS

Table 3. APEX 20KC QFP & BGA Package Options & I/O Count Notes (1), (2)

Device 208-Pin PQFP 240-Pin PQFP 356-Pin BGA 652-Pin BGA

EP20K200C 136 168 271

EP20K400C 488

EP20K600C 488

EP20K1000C 488
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MegaLAB Structure

APEX 20KC devices are constructed from a series of MegaLABTM 
structures. Each MegaLAB structure contains 16 logic array blocks (LABs), 
one ESB, and a MegaLAB interconnect, which routes signals within the 
MegaLAB structure. In EP20K1000C devices, MegaLAB structures 
contain 24 LABs. Signals are routed between MegaLAB structures and 
I/O pins via the FastTrack interconnect. In addition, edge LABs can be 
driven by I/O pins through the local interconnect. Figure 2 shows the 
MegaLAB structure.

Figure 2. MegaLAB Structure

Logic Array Block

Each LAB consists of 10 LEs, the LEs’ associated carry and cascade chains, 
LAB control signals, and the local interconnect. The local interconnect 
transfers signals between LEs in the same or adjacent LABs, IOEs, or ESBs. 
The Quartus II Compiler places associated logic within an LAB or adjacent 
LABs, allowing the use of a fast local interconnect for high performance. 
Figure 3 shows the APEX 20KC LAB.

APEX 20KC devices use an interleaved LAB structure. This structure 
allows each LE to drive two local interconnect areas, minimizing the use 
of the MegaLAB and FastTrack interconnect and providing higher 
performance and flexibility. Each LE can drive 29 other LEs through the 
fast local interconnect.
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Figure 3. LAB Structure

Each LAB contains dedicated logic for driving control signals to its LEs 
and ESBs. The control signals include clock, clock enable, asynchronous 
clear, asynchronous preset, asynchronous load, synchronous clear, and 
synchronous load signals. A maximum of six control signals can be used 
at a time. Although synchronous load and clear signals are generally used 
when implementing counters, they can also be used with other functions. 

Each LAB can use two clocks and two clock enable signals. Each LAB’s 
clock and clock enable signals are linked (e.g., any LE in a particular LAB 
using CLK1 will also use CLKENA1). LEs with the same clock but different 
clock enable signals either use both clock signals in one LAB or are placed 
into separate LABs. 

If both the rising and falling edges of a clock are used in a LAB, both LAB-
wide clock signals are used.
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The LAB-wide control signals can be generated from the LAB local 
interconnect, global signals, and dedicated clock pins. The inherent low 
skew of the FastTrack interconnect enables it to be used for clock 
distribution. Figure 4 shows the LAB control signal generation circuit.

Figure 4. LAB Control Signal Generation

Notes to Figure 4:
(1) The LABCLR1 and LABCLR2 signals also control asynchronous load and asynchronous preset for LEs within the 

LAB.
(2) The SYNCCLR signal can be generated by the local interconnect or global signals.

Logic Element

The LE, the smallest unit of logic in the APEX 20KC architecture, is 
compact and provides efficient logic usage. Each LE contains a four-input 
LUT, which is a function generator that can quickly implement any 
function of four variables. In addition, each LE contains a programmable 
register and carry and cascade chains. Each LE drives the local 
interconnect, MegaLAB interconnect, and FastTrack interconnect routing 
structures. See Figure 5.
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Figure 5. APEX 20KC Logic Element

Each LE’s programmable register can be configured for D, T, JK, or SR 
operation. The register’s clock and clear control signals can be driven by 
global signals, general-purpose I/O pins, or any internal logic. For 
combinatorial functions, the register is bypassed and the output of the 
LUT drives the outputs of the LE. 

Each LE has two outputs that drive the local, MegaLAB, or FastTrack 
interconnect routing structure. Each output can be driven independently 
by the LUT’s or register’s output. For example, the LUT can drive one 
output while the register drives the other output. This feature, called 
register packing, improves device utilization because the register and the 
LUT can be used for unrelated functions. The LE can also drive out 
registered and unregistered versions of the LUT output.
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Figure 9. APEX 20KC Interconnect Structure

A row line can be driven directly by LEs, IOEs, or ESBs in that row. 
Further, a column line can drive a row line, allowing an LE, IOE, or ESB to 
drive elements in a different row via the column and row interconnect. 
The row interconnect drives the MegaLAB interconnect to drive LEs, 
IOEs, or ESBs in a particular MegaLAB structure. 

A column line can be directly driven by LEs, IOEs, or ESBs in that column. 
A column line on a device’s left or right edge can also be driven by row 
IOEs. The column line is used to route signals from one row to another. A 
column line can drive a row line; it can also drive the MegaLAB 
interconnect directly, allowing faster connections between rows.

Figure 10 shows how the FastTrack interconnect uses the local 
interconnect to drive LEs within MegaLAB structures.
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The programmable register also supports an asynchronous clear function. 
Within the ESB, two asynchronous clears are generated from global 
signals and the local interconnect. Each macrocell can either choose 
between the two asynchronous clear signals or choose to not be cleared. 
Either of the two clear signals can be inverted within the ESB. Figure 15 
shows the ESB control logic when implementing product-terms.

Figure 15. ESB Product-Term Mode Control Logic

Parallel Expanders

Parallel expanders are unused product terms that can be allocated to a 
neighboring macrocell to implement fast, complex logic functions. 
Parallel expanders allow up to 32 product terms to feed the macrocell OR 
logic directly, with two product terms provided by the macrocell and 
30 parallel expanders provided by the neighboring macrocells in the ESB.

The Quartus II Compiler can allocate up to 15 sets of up to two parallel 
expanders per set to the macrocells automatically. Each set of two parallel 
expanders incurs a small, incremental timing delay. Figure 16 shows the 
APEX 20KC parallel expanders.
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Single-Port Mode

The APEX 20KC ESB also supports a single-port mode, which is used 
when simultaneous reads and writes are not required. See Figure 22.

Figure 22. ESB in Single-Port Mode Note (1)

Note toFigure 22:
(1) All registers can be asynchronously cleared by ESB local interconnect signals, global signals, or the chip-wide reset.

Content-Addressable Memory

In APEX 20KC devices, the ESB can implement CAM. CAM can be 
thought of as the inverse of RAM. When read, RAM outputs the data for 
a given address. Conversely, CAM outputs an address for a given data 
word. For example, if the data FA12 is stored in address 14, the CAM 
outputs 14 when FA12 is driven into it.
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CAM is used for high-speed search operations. When searching for data 
within a RAM block, the search is performed serially. Thus, finding a 
particular data word can take many cycles. CAM searches all addresses in 
parallel and outputs the address storing a particular word. When a match 
is found, a match flag is set high. Figure 23 shows the CAM block 
diagram.
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f For more information on APEX 20KC devices and CAM, see Application 
Note 119 (Implementing High-Speed Search Applications with APEX CAM).

Driving Signals to the ESB

ESBs provide flexible options for driving control signals. Different clocks 
can be used for the ESB inputs and outputs. Registers can be inserted 
independently on the data input, data output, read address, write 
address, WE, and RE signals. The global signals and the local interconnect 
can drive the WE and RE signals. The global signals, dedicated clock pins, 
and local interconnect can drive the ESB clock signals. Because the LEs 
drive the local interconnect, the LEs can control the WE and RE signals and 
the ESB clock, clock enable, and asynchronous clear signals. Figure 24 
shows the ESB control signal generation logic.

Figure 24. ESB Control Signal Generation

An ESB is fed by the local interconnect, which is driven by adjacent LEs 
(for high-speed connection to the ESB) or the MegaLAB interconnect. The 
ESB can drive the local, MegaLAB, or FastTrack interconnect routing 
structure to drive LEs and IOEs in the same MegaLAB structure or 
anywhere in the device.
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Clock Multiplication

The APEX 20KC ClockBoost circuit can multiply or divide clocks by a 
programmable number. The clock can be multiplied by m/(n × k), where 
m and k range from 2 to 160 and n ranges from 1 to 16. Clock multiplication 
and division can be used for time-domain multiplexing and other 
functions, which can reduce design LE requirements.

Clock Phase & Delay Adjustment

The APEX 20KC ClockShift feature allows the clock phase and delay to be 
adjusted. The clock phase can be adjusted by 90° steps. The clock delay 
can be adjusted to increase or decrease the clock delay by an arbitrary 
amount, up to one clock period.

LVDS Support

All APEX 20KC devices support differential LVDS buffers on the input 
and output clock signals that interface with external devices. This is 
controlled in the Quartus II software by assigning the clock pins with an 
LVDS I/O standard assignment.

Two high-speed PLLs are designed to support the LVDS interface. When 
using LVDS, the I/O clock runs at a slower rate than the data transfer rate. 
Thus, PLLs are used to multiply the I/O clock internally to capture the 
LVDS data. For example, an I/O clock may run at 105 MHz to support 
840 Mbps LVDS data transfer. In this example, the PLL multiplies the 
incoming clock by eight to support the high-speed data transfer. You can 
use PLLs in EP20K400C and larger devices for high-speed LVDS 
interfacing.

Lock Signals

The APEX 20KC ClockLock circuitry supports individual LOCK signals. 
The LOCK signal drives high when the ClockLock circuit has locked onto 
the input clock. The LOCK signals are optional for each ClockLock circuit; 
when not used, they are I/O pins.
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Tables 11 and 12 summarize the ClockLock and ClockBoost parameters 
for APEX 20KC devices.  

Table 11. APEX 20KC ClockLock & ClockBoost Parameters Note (1)

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

tR Input rise time 5 ns

tF Input fall time 5 ns

t INDUTY Input duty cycle 40 60 %

t INJITTER Input jitter peak-to-peak 2% of input 
period

%

tOUTJITTER RMS jitter on ClockLock or 
ClockBoost-generated clock

0.35% of 
output 
period

%

tOUTDUTY Duty cycle for ClockLock or 
ClockBoost-generated clock

45 55 %

tLOCK (2), (3) Time required for ClockLock or 
ClockBoost to acquire lock

40 µs

Table 12. APEX 20KC Clock Input & Output Parameters  (Part 1 of 2) Note (1)

Symbol Parameter I/O Standard -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade Units

Min Max Min Max

fVCO (4) Voltage controlled oscillator 
operating range

200 500 200 500 MHz

fCLOCK0 Clock0 PLL output frequency 
for internal use

1.5 335 1.5 200 MHz

fCLOCK1 Clock1 PLL output frequency 
for internal use

20 335 20 200 MHz

fCLOCK0_EXT Output clock frequency for 
external clock0 output

3.3-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

2.5-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

1.8-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

GTL+ (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-2 Class I (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-2 Class II (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-3 Class I (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-3 Class II (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

LVDS (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz
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Table 22. LVCMOS I/O Specifications

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Maximum Units

VCCIO Power supply 
voltage range

3.0 3.6 V

VIH High-level input 
voltage

2.0 VCCIO + 0.3 V

VIL Low-level input 
voltage

–0.3 0.8 V

II Input pin leakage 
current

VIN = 0 V or 3.3 V –10 10 µA

VOH High-level output 
voltage

VCCIO = 3.0 V 
IOH = –0.1 mA (1)

VCCIO – 0.2 V

VOL Low-level output 
voltage

VCCIO = 3.0 V
IOL = 0.1 mA (2)

0.2 V

Table 23. 2.5-V I/O Specifications   

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Maximum Units

VCCIO Output supply 
voltage

2.375 2.625 V

VIH High-level input 
voltage

1.7 VCCIO + 0.3 V

VIL Low-level input 
voltage

–0.3 0.8 V

II Input pin leakage 
current

VIN = 0 V or 3.3 V –10 10 µA

VOH High-level output 
voltage

IOH = –0.1 mA (1) 2.1 V

IOH = –1 mA (1) 2.0 V

IOH = –2 mA (1) 1.7 V

VOL Low-level output 
voltage

IOL = 0.1 mA (2) 0.2 V

IOL = 1 mA (2) 0.4 V

IOL = 2 mA (2) 0.7 V
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Table 26. 3.3-V PCI-X Specifications  

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Typical Maximum Units

VCCIO Output supply 
voltage

3.0 3.3 3.6 V

VIH High-level input 
voltage

0.5 × VCCIO VCCIO + 0.5 V

VIL Low-level input 
voltage

–0.5 0.35 × VCCIO V

VIPU Input pull-up voltage 0.7 × VCCIO V

IIL Input pin leakage 
current

0 < VIN < VCCIO –10.0 10.0 µA

VOH High-level output 
voltage

IOUT = –500 µA 0.9 × VCCIO V

VOL Low-level output 
voltage

IOUT = 1,500 µA 0.1 × VCCIO V

Lpin Pin Inductance 15.0 nH

Table 27. 3.3-V LVDS I/O Specifications   

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Typical Maximum Units

VCCIO I/O supply voltage 3.135 3.3 3.465 V

VOD Differential output 
voltage

RL = 100 Ω 250 650 mV

∆ VOD Change in VOD 
between high and 
low

RL = 100 Ω 50 mV

VOS Output offset voltage RL = 100 Ω 1.125 1.25 1.375 V

∆ VOS Change in VOS 
between high and 
low

RL = 100 Ω 50 mV

VTH Differential input 
threshold

VCM = 1.2 V –100 100 mV

VIN Receiver input 
voltage range

0.0 2.4 V

RL Receiver differential 
input resistor 
(external to APEX 
devices)

90 100 110 Ω
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Table 32. SSTL-3 Class II Specifications

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Typical Maximum Units

VCCIO I/O supply voltage 3.0 3.3 3.6 V

VTT Termination voltage VREF – 0.05 VREF VREF + 0.05 V

VREF Reference voltage 1.3 1.5 1.7 V

VIH High-level input 
voltage

VREF + 0.2 VCCIO + 0.3 V

VIL Low-level input 
voltage

–0.3 VREF – 0.2 V

VOH High-level output 
voltage

IOH = –16 mA (1) VTT + 0.8 V

VOL Low-level output 
voltage

IOL = 16 mA (2) VTT – 0.8 V

Table 33. HSTL Class I I/O Specifications

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum Typical Maximum Units

VCCIO I/O supply voltage 1.71 1.8 1.89 V

VTT Termination voltage VREF – 0.05 VREF VREF + 0.05 V

VREF Reference voltage 0.68 0.75 0.90 V

VIH High-level input 
voltage

VREF + 0.1 VCCIO + 0.3 V

VIL Low-level input 
voltage

–0.3 VREF – 0.1 V

VOH High-level output 
voltage

IOH = –8 mA (1) VCCIO – 0.4 V

VOL Low-level output 
voltage

IOL = 8 mA (2) 0.4 V
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Figure 34. ESB Synchronous Timing Waveforms

Figure 35 shows the timing model for bidirectional I/O pin timing.
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Figure 35. Synchronous Bidirectional Pin External Timing 

Notes to Figure 35:
(1) The output enable and input registers are LE registers in the LAB adjacent to the 

bidirectional pin. Use the “Output Enable Routing = Single-Pin” option in the 
Quartus II software to set the output enable register.

(2) Use the “Decrease Input Delay to Internal Cells = OFF” option in the Quartus II 
software to set the LAB-adjacent input register. This maintains a zero hold time for 
LAB-adjacent registers while giving a fast, position-independent setup time. Set 
“Decrease Input Delay to Internal Cells = ON” and move the input register farther 
away from the bidirectional pin for a faster setup time with zero hold time. The 
exact position where zero hold occurs with the minimum setup time varies with 
device density and speed grade.

Tables 36 to 38 describes the fMAX timing parameters shown in Figure 32. 
Table 39 describes the functional timing parameters.
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Table 36. APEX 20KC fMAX LE Timing Parameters

Symbol Parameter

tSU LE register setup time before clock

tH LE register hold time before clock

tCO LE register clock-to-output delay

tLUT LUT delay for data-in to data-out
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Table 37. APEX 20KC fMAX ESB Timing Parameters

Symbol Parameter

tESBARC ESB asynchronous read cycle time

tESBSRC ESB synchronous read cycle time

tESBAWC ESB asynchronous write cycle time

tESBSWC ESB synchronous write cycle time

tESBWASU ESB write address setup time with respect to WE

tESBWAH ESB write address hold time with respect to WE

tESBWDSU ESB data setup time with respect to WE

tESBWDH ESB data hold time with respect to WE

tESBRASU ESB read address setup time with respect to RE

tESBRAH ESB read address hold time with respect to RE

tESBWESU ESB WE setup time before clock when using input register

tESBDATASU ESB data setup time before clock when using input register

tESBWADDRSU ESB write address setup time before clock when using input registers

tESBRADDRSU ESB read address setup time before clock when using input registers

tESBDATACO1 ESB clock-to-output delay when using output registers

tESBDATACO2 ESB clock-to-output delay without output registers

tESBDD ESB data-in to data-out delay for RAM mode

tPD ESB macrocell input to non-registered output

tPTERMSU ESB macrocell register setup time before clock

tPTERMCO ESB macrocell register clock-to-output delay 

Table 38. APEX 20KC fMAX Routing Delays

Symbol Parameter

tF1-4 Fan-out delay estimate using local interconnect

tF5-20 Fan-out delay estimate using MegaLab interconnect

tF20+ Fan-out delay estimate using FastTrack interconnect
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Table 53. EP20K400C Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade -9 Speed Grade Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max

tCH 1.33 1.66 2.00 ns

tCL 1.33 1.66 2.00 ns

tCLRP 0.20 0.20 0.20 ns

tPREP 0.20 0.20 0.20 ns

tESBCH 1.33 1.66 2.00 ns

tESBCL 1.33 1.66 2.00 ns

tESBWP 1.05 1.28 1.44 ns

tESBRP 0.87 1.06 1.19 ns

Table 54. EP20K400C External Timing Parameters

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade -9 Speed Grade Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max

tINSU 1.37 1.52 1.64 ns

tINH 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

tOUTCO 2.00 4.25 2.00 4.61 2.00 5.03 ns

tINSUPLL 0.80 0.91 - ns

tINHPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns

tOUTCOPLL 0.50 2.27 0.50 2.55 - - ns
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