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APEX 20KC Programmable Logic Device Data Sheet

MegaLAB Structure

APEX 20KC devices are constructed from a series of MegaLAB™
structures. Each MegaLAB structure contains 16 logic array blocks (LABs),
one ESB, and a MegaL AB interconnect, which routes signals within the
MegaL AB structure. In EP20K1000C devices, MegaL AB structures
contain 24 LABs. Signals are routed between MegaLLAB structures and
1/0 pins via the FastTrack interconnect. In addition, edge LABs can be
driven by I/O pins through the local interconnect. Figure 2 shows the
MegalLAB structure.

Figure 2. MegalAB Structure
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Logic Array Block

Each LAB consists of 10 LEs, the LEs” associated carry and cascade chains,
LAB control signals, and the local interconnect. The local interconnect
transfers signals between LEs in the same or adjacent LABs, IOEs, or ESBs.
The Quartus Il Compiler places associated logic within an LAB or adjacent
LABs, allowing the use of a fast local interconnect for high performance.
Figure 3 shows the APEX 20KC LAB.

APEX 20KC devices use an interleaved LAB structure. This structure
allows each LE to drive two local interconnect areas, minimizing the use
of the MegalLAB and FastTrack interconnect and providing higher
performance and flexibility. Each LE can drive 29 other LEs through the
fast local interconnect.
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The LAB-wide control signals can be generated from the LAB local
interconnect, global signals, and dedicated clock pins. The inherent low
skew of the FastTrack interconnect enables it to be used for clock
distribution. Figure 4 shows the LAB control signal generation circuit.

Figure 4. LAB Control Signal Generation
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(1) The LABCLR1 and LABCLR2 signals also control asynchronous load and asynchronous preset for LEs within the

LAB.

(2) The SYNCCLR signal can be generated by the local interconnect or global signals.
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Logic Element

The LE, the smallest unit of logic in the APEX 20KC architecture, is
compact and provides efficient logic usage. Each LE contains a four-input
LUT, which is a function generator that can quickly implement any
function of four variables. In addition, each LE contains a programmable
register and carry and cascade chains. Each LE drives the local
interconnect, MegaLLAB interconnect, and FastTrack interconnect routing
structures. See Figure 5.

1
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Figure 5. APEX 20KC Logic Element
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Each LE’s programmable register can be configured for D, T, JK, or SR
operation. The register’s clock and clear control signals can be driven by
global signals, general-purpose I/O pins, or any internal logic. For
combinatorial functions, the register is bypassed and the output of the
LUT drives the outputs of the LE.

Each LE has two outputs that drive the local, MegaLAB, or FastTrack
interconnect routing structure. Each output can be driven independently
by the LUT’s or register’s output. For example, the LUT can drive one
output while the register drives the other output. This feature, called
register packing, improves device utilization because the register and the
LUT can be used for unrelated functions. The LE can also drive out
registered and unregistered versions of the LUT output.

12 Altera Corporation
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Cascade Chain

With the cascade chain, the APEX 20KC architecture can implement
functions with a very wide fan-in. Adjacent LUTs can compute portions
of a function in parallel; the cascade chain serially connects the
intermediate values. The cascade chain can use a logical AND or logical OR
(via De Morgan’s inversion) to connect the outputs of adjacent LEs. Each
additional LE provides four more inputs to the effective width of a
function, with a short cascade delay. Cascade chain logic can be created
automatically by the Quartus II Compiler during design processing, or
manually by the designer during design entry.

Cascade chains longer than ten LEs are implemented automatically by
linking LABs together. For enhanced fitting, a long cascade chain skips
alternate LABs in a MegaL.AB structure. A cascade chain longer than one
LAB skips either from an even-numbered LAB to the next even-numbered
LAB, or from an odd-numbered LAB to the next odd-numbered LAB. For
example, the last LE of the first LAB in the upper-left MegaLAB structure
carries to the first LE of the third LAB in the MegalLAB structure. Figure 7
shows how the cascade function can connect adjacent LEs to form
functions with a wide fan-in.

Figure 7. APEX 20KC Cascade Chain
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Table 8. APEX 20KC Routing Scheme

Source Destination
Row |Column| LE ESB Local MegalLAB Row Column FastRow
1/0 Pin Interconnect | Interconnect | FastTrack | FastTrack |Interconnect
Interconnect | Interconnect
Row 1/0 pin v v v v
Column I/O v v
pin
LE v v v v
ESB v v v v
Local v v v
interconnect
MegalLAB v
interconnect
Row v v
FastTrack
interconnect
Column v v
FastTrack
interconnect
FastRow v
interconnect

24

Product-Term Logic

The product-term portion of the MultiCore architecture is implemented
with the ESB. The ESB can be configured to act as a block of macrocells on
an ESB-by-ESB basis. Each ESB is fed by 32 inputs from the adjacent local
interconnect; therefore, it can be driven by the MegalLAB interconnect or
the adjacent LAB. Also, nine ESB macrocells feed back into the ESB
through the local interconnect for higher performance. Dedicated clock
pins, global signals, and additional inputs from the local interconnect
drive the ESB control signals.

In product-term mode, each ESB contains 16 macrocells. Each macrocell

consists of two product terms and a programmable register. Figure 13
shows the ESB in product-term mode.

Altera Corporation
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Figure 16. APEX 20KC Parallel Expanders
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The ESB can implement various types of memory blocks, including
dual-port RAM, ROM, FIFO, and CAM blocks. The ESB includes input
and output registers; the input registers synchronize writes, and the
output registers can pipeline designs to improve system performance. The
ESB offers a dual-port mode, which supports simultaneous reads and
writes at two different clock frequencies. Figure 17 shows the ESB block

diagram.

Figure 17. ESB Block Diagram
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Input/Qutput Clock Mode

The input/output clock mode contains two clocks. One clock controls all
registers for inputs into the ESB: data input, WE, RE, read address, and
write address. The other clock controls the ESB data output registers. The
ESB also supports clock enable and asynchronous clear signals; these
signals also control the reading and writing of registers independently.
Input/output clock mode is commonly used for applications where the
reads and writes occur at the same system frequency, but require different
clock enable signals for the input and output registers. Figure 21 shows
the ESB in input/output clock mode.

Figure 21. ESB in Input/Output Clock Mode  Note (1)
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Note to Figure 21:
(1) Allregisters can be cleared asynchronously by ESB local interconnect signals, global signals, or the chip-wide reset.
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Implementing Logic in ROM

In addition to implementing logic with product terms, the ESB can
implement logic functions when it is programmed with a read-only
pattern during configuration, creating a large LUT. With LUTs,
combinatorial functions are implemented by looking up the results, rather
than by computing them. This implementation of combinatorial functions
can be faster than using algorithms implemented in general logic, a
performance advantage that is further enhanced by the fast access times
of ESBs. The large capacity of ESBs enables designers to implement
complex functions in one logic level without the routing delays associated
with linked LEs or distributed RAM blocks. Parameterized functions such
as LPM functions can take advantage of the ESB automatically. Further,
the Quartus II software can implement portions of a design with ESBs
where appropriate.

Programmable Speed/Power Control

APEX 20KC ESBs offer a high-speed mode that supports very fast
operation on an ESB-by-ESB basis. When high speed is not required, this
feature can be turned off to reduce the ESB’s power dissipation by up to
50%. ESBs that run at low power incur a nominal timing delay adder. This
Turbo Bit™ option is available for ESBs that implement product-term
logic or memory functions. An ESB that is not used will be powered down
so that it does not consume DC current.

Designers can program each ESB in the APEX 20KC device for either
high-speed or low-power operation. As a result, speed-critical paths in the
design can run at high speed, while the remaining paths operate at
reduced power.

1/0 Structure The APEX 20KC IOE contains a bidirectional I/O buffer and a register
that can be used either as an input register for external data requiring fast
setup times or as an output register for data requiring fast clock-to-output
performance. IOEs can be used as input, output, or bidirectional pins.

Altera Corporation 37
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The register in the APEX 20KC IOE can be programmed to power-up high
or low after configuration is complete. If it is programmed to power-up
low, an asynchronous clear can control the register. If it is programmed to
power-up high, an asynchronous preset can control the register. This
feature is useful for cases where the APEX 20KC device controls an active-
low input or another device; it prevents inadvertent activation of the input
upon power-up.

Figure 25 shows how fast bidirectional I/O pins are implemented in
APEX 20KC devices. This feature is useful for cases where the APEX 20KC
device controls an active-low input or another device; it prevents
inadvertent activation of the input upon power-up.
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ClockLock &
ClockBoost
Features

46

Open-drain output pins on APEX 20KC devices (with a series resistor and
a pull-up resistor to the 5.0-V supply) can drive 5.0-V CMOS input pins
thatrequire a Vg of 3.5 V. When the pin is inactive, the trace will be pulled
up to 5.0 V by the resistor. The open-drain pin will only drive low or tri-
state; it will never drive high. The rise time is dependent on the value of
the pull-up resistor and load impedance. The I current specification
should be considered when selecting a pull-up resistor.

APEX 20KC devices support the ClockLock and ClockBoost clock
management features, which are implemented with PLLs. The ClockLock
circuitry uses a synchronizing PLL that reduces the clock delay and skew
within a device. This reduction minimizes clock-to-output and setup
times while maintaining zero hold times. The ClockBoost circuitry, which
provides a clock multiplier, allows the designer to enhance device area
efficiency by sharing resources within the device. The ClockBoost
circuitry allows the designer to distribute a low-speed clock and multiply
that clock on-device. APEX 20KC devices include a high-speed clock tree;
unlike ASICs, the user does not have to design and optimize the clock tree.
The ClockLock and ClockBoost features work in conjunction with the
APEX 20KC device’s high-speed clock to provide significant
improvements in system performance and bandwidth. APEX 20KC
devices in -7 and -8 speed grades have PLLs and support the ClockLock
and ClockBoost features.

The ClockLock and ClockBoost features in APEX 20KC devices are
enabled through the Quartus II software. External devices are not
required to use these features.

APEX 20KC ClockLock Feature

APEX 20KC devices include up to four PLLs, which can be used
independently. Two PLLs are designed for either general-purpose use or
LVDS use (on devices that support LVDS 1/0O pins). The remaining two
PLLs are designed for general-purpose use. The EP20K200C devices have
two PLLs; the EP20K400C and larger devices have four PLLs.

The following sections describe some of the features offered by the
APEX 20KC PLLs.

External PLL Feedback

The ClockLock circuit’s output can be driven off-chip to clock other
devices in the system; further, the feedback loop of the PLL can be routed
off-chip. This feature allows the designer to exercise fine control over the
I/0 interface between the APEX 20KC device and another high-speed
device, such as SDRAM.

Altera Corporation
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Table 12. APEX 20KC Clock Input & Output Parameters (Part20f2)  Note (1)

Symbol Parameter 1/0 Standard -7 Speed Grade | -8 Speed Grade | Units
Min Max Min Max

ferock1_ext | Output clock frequency for 3.3-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

external clock1 output 25-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

1.8-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

GTL+ (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-2 Class | (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-2 Class I (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-3 Class | (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-3 Class Il (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

LVDS (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

fin Input clock frequency 3.3-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

2.5-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

1.8-V LVTTL (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

GTL+ (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-2 Class | (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-2 Class Il (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-3 Class | (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

SSTL-3 Class Il (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

LVDS (5) (5) (5) (5) MHz

Notes to Tables 11 and 12:

(1) Allinput clock specifications must be met. The PLL may not lock onto an incoming clock if the clock specifications
are not met, creating an erroneous clock within the device.

(2) The maximum lock time is 40 ps or 2,000 input clock cycles, whichever occurs first.

(3) Before configuration, the PLL circuits are disable and powered down. During configuration, the PLLs remain
disabled. The PLLs begin to lock once the device is in the user mode. If the clock enable feature is used, lock begins
once the CLKLK_ENA pin goes high in user mode.

(4) The PLL VCO operating range is 200 MHz < fy,o < 840 MHz for LVDS mode.

(5) Contact Altera Applications for information on these parameters.

SignalTap
Embedded

Logic Analyzer

50

APEX 20KC devices include device enhancements to support the
SignalTap embedded logic analyzer. By including this circuitry, the
APEX 20KC device provides the ability to monitor design operation over
a period of time through the IEEE Std. 1149.1 (JTAG) circuitry; a designer
can analyze internal logic at speed without bringing internal signals to the
1/0 pins. This feature is particularly important for advanced packages
such as FineLine BGA packages because adding a connection to a pin
during the debugging process can be difficult after a board is designed
and manufactured.

Altera Corporation
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Table 28. GTL+ l/0 Specifications

Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum | Units
Vit Termination voltage 1.35 1.5 1.65 \"
VRErF Reference voltage 0.88 1.0 1.12 \
V4 High-level input VRgeg + 0.1 \

voltage
ViL Low-level input Vger — 0.1 \"
voltage
VoL Low-level output loL =36 mA (2) 0.65 \Y
voltage
Table 29. SSTL-2 Class | Specifications
Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum | Units
Vecio I/0 supply voltage 2.375 25 2.625 \
Vit Termination voltage VRer — 0.04 VRer Vger + 0.04 \"
VREF Reference voltage 1.15 1.25 1.35 v
V4 High-level input Vgeg + 0.18 Veeio + 0.3 \
voltage

Vi Low-level input -0.3 Vger —0.18 \
voltage

Vou High-level output loy =-7.6 mA (1) Vi1 +0.57 \%
voltage

VoL Low-level output lo,=7.6mA (2) Vi1 -0.57 \
voltage
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Table 32. SSTL-3 Class Il Specifications
Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum | Units

Veeio I/0 supply voltage 3.0 3.3 3.6 \

Vi Termination voltage VRegr —0.05 VRer Vger + 0.05 \"

VREF Reference voltage 1.3 1.5 1.7 \

V4 High-level input Vger + 0.2 Veeio + 0.3 \
voltage

Vi Low-level input -0.3 Vgerp—0.2 \
voltage

Vou High-level output loy=—16 mA (1) Vi1 +0.8 \
voltage

VoL Low-level output loo=16mA (2) Vi1-0.8 \
voltage

Table 33. HSTL Class I I/0 Specifications
Symbol Parameter Conditions Minimum | Typical | Maximum | Units

Veeio I/0 supply voltage 1.71 1.8 1.89 \

Vit Termination voltage VRgeg —0.05 VRer Vger + 0.05 \"

VREF Reference voltage 0.68 0.75 0.90 \

V4 High-level input Vgeg + 0.1 Veeio + 0.3 \
voltage

Vi Low-level input -0.3 Vger — 0.1 \
voltage

Vou High-level output loy=—8mA (1) Veeio — 0.4 \
voltage

VoL Low-level output lo,=8mA (2) 0.4 \
voltage
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Figure 34. ESB Synchronous Timing Waveforms
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Figure 35 shows the timing model for bidirectional I/O pin timing.
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Table 37. APEX 20KC fy,x ESB Timing Parameters

Symbol Parameter
tesBaRc ESB asynchronous read cycle time
tesgshe ESB synchronous read cycle time
tesgawc ESB asynchronous write cycle time
teseswe ESB synchronous write cycle time
tesBwasU ESB write address setup time with respect to WE
tesBwAH ESB write address hold time with respect to WE
tesswopsu ESB data setup time with respect to WE
tesBwoH ESB data hold time with respect to WE
tesBrASU ESB read address setup time with respect to RE
tesBRAH ESB read address hold time with respect to RE
tesBwESU ESB WE setup time before clock when using input register
tesBDATASU ESB data setup time before clock when using input register
tESBWADDRSU ESB write address setup time before clock when using input registers
tESBRADDRSU ESB read address setup time before clock when using input registers
tesBpATACOT ESB clock-to-output delay when using output registers
tesBpaTACO2 ESB clock-to-output delay without output registers
tesepD ESB data-in to data-out delay for RAM mode
tpp ESB macrocell input to non-registered output
teTERMSU ESB macrocell register setup time before clock
teTERMCO ESB macrocell register clock-to-output delay

Table 38. APEX 20KC fyx Routing Delays

Symbol Parameter
1= Fan-out delay estimate using local interconnect
tes.00 Fan-out delay estimate using Megalab interconnect
teops Fan-out delay estimate using FastTrack interconnect

Altera Corporation
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Table 39. APEX 20KC Minimum Pulse Width Timing Parameters

Symbol Parameter
toH Minimum clock high time from clock pin
tor Minimum clock low time from clock pin
teLrp LE clear pulse width
tpREP LE preset pulse width
tesBoH Clock high time
tessoL Clock low time
tespwp Write pulse width
tesBrP Read pulse width

Tables 40 and 41 describe APEX 20KC external timing parameters. The
timing values for these pin-to-pin delays are reported for all pins using the

3.3-V LVTTL I/O standard.

Table 40. APEX 20KC External Timing Parameters  Note (1)

Symbol Clock Parameter Conditions
tinsu Setup time with global clock at IOE register
tinH Hold time with global clock at IOE register
toutco Clock-to-output delay with global clock at IOE output register )
tinsupPLL Setup time with PLL clock at IOE input register
tiNHPLL Hold time with PLL clock at IOE input register
toutcopLL Clock-to-output delay with PLL clock at IOE output register 2)
70 Altera Corporation
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Table 49. EP20K200C External Bidirectional Timing Parameters

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade -9 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
thHBlDlR 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tOUTCOBlDlR 2.00 3.79 2.00 4.31 2.00 4.70 ns
txzBIDIR 6.12 6.51 7.89 ns
tzxBIDIR 6.12 6.51 7.89 ns
tinsuBIDIRPLL 2.82 3.47 - ns
YINHBIDIRPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
toutcoBIDIRPLL 0.50 2.36 0.50 2.62 - - ns
txzBIDIRPLL 4.69 4.82 - ns
tzxBIDIRPLL 4.69 4.82 - ns
Table 50. EP20K400C fyx LE Timing Parameters
Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade -9 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsu 0.01 0.01 0.01 ns
ty 0.10 0.10 0.10 ns
tco 0.27 0.30 0.32 ns
tLUT 0.65 0.78 0.92 ns
76 Altera Corporation
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Table 55. EP20K400C External Bidirectional Timing Parameters

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade -9 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
thSUBlDlR 1.29 1.67 1.92 ns
thHBlDlR 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
tOUTCOBIDIR 2.00 4.25 2.00 4.61 2.00 5.03 ns
tXZBIDIR 6.55 6.97 7.35 ns
tZXBIDIR 6.55 6.97 7.36 ns
tiNsuBIDIRPLL 3.22 3.80 - ns
YNHBIDIRPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
tOUTCOBlDlRPLL 0.50 2.27 0.50 2.55 - - ns
txzBIDIRPLL 4.62 4.84 - ns
tZXBIDIRPLL 4.62 4.84 - ns
Table 56. EP20K600C fyax LE Timing Parameters
Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade -9 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsy 0.01 0.01 0.01 ns
ty 0.10 0.10 0.10 ns
tco 0.27 0.30 0.32 ns
tur 0.65 0.78 0.92 ns
Altera Corporation 79
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Table 61. EP20K600C External Bidirectional Timing Parameters

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade -9 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

tinsusiDIR 2.03 257 2.97 ns
tinHBIDIR 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
touTCORBIDIR 2.00 429 2.00 477 2.00 5.11 ns
txzBiDIR 8.31 9.14 9.76 ns
tzxBIDIR 8.31 9.14 9.76 ns
tinsuBIDIRPLL 3.99 4.77 - ns
tiNHBIDIRPLL 0.00 0.00 - ns
touTcoBIDIRPLL 0.50 2.37 0.50 2.63 - - ns
txzBIDIRPLL 6.35 6.94 . ns
tzxBIDIRPLL 6.35 6.94 . ns

Table 62. EP20K1000C fy,y LE Timing Microparameters

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grade -9 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max
tsy 0.01 0.01 0.01 ns
ty 0.10 0.10 0.10 ns
tco 0.27 0.30 0.32 ns
tur 0.66 0.79 0.92 ns
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Table 69. Selectable I/0 Standard Output Delays

Symbol -7 Speed Grade -8 Speed Grad -9 Speed Grade Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max Min
LVCMOS 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
LVTTL 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
25V 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
1.8V 1.18 1.41 1.57 ns
PCI -0.52 -0.53 -0.56 ns
GTL+ -0.18 -0.29 -0.39 ns
SSTL-3 Class | —-0.67 -0.71 -0.75 ns
SSTL-3 Class Il —-0.67 -0.71 -0.75 ns
SSTL-2 Class | -0.67 -0.71 -0.75 ns
SSTL-2 Class Il -0.67 -0.71 -0.75 ns
LVDS -0.69 -0.70 -0.73 ns
CTT 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
AGP 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns
Power To estimate device power consumption, use the interactive power
. estimator on the Altera web site at http://www.altera.com.
Consumption
Confi gu ration &  The APEX 20KC architecture supports several configuration schemes.
. This section summarizes the device operating modes and available device
0 pe ration configuration schemes.
Operating Modes
The APEX architecture uses SRAM configuration elements that require
configuration data to be loaded each time the circuit powers up. The
process of physically loading the SRAM data into the device is called
configuration. During initialization, which occurs immediately after
configuration, the device resets registers, enables I/O pins, and begins to
operate as a logic device. The I/O pins are tri-stated during power-up,
and before and during configuration. Together, the configuration and
initialization processes are called command mode; normal device operation
is called user mode.
Before and during device configuration, all I/O pins are pulled to Vcio
by a built-in weak pull-up resistor.
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