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Understanding Embedded - DSP (Digital
Signal Processors)

Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal Processors) are specialized
microprocessors designed to perform complex
mathematical computations on digital signals in real-time.
Unlike general-purpose processors, DSPs are optimized for
high-speed numeric processing tasks, making them ideal
for applications that require efficient and precise
manipulation of digital data. These processors are
fundamental in converting and processing signals in
various forms, including audio, video, and communication
signals, ensuring that data is accurately interpreted and
utilized in embedded systems.

Applications of Embedded - DSP (Digital
Signal Processors)

The applications of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors) are vast and diverse, reflecting their critical
role in modern technology. In telecommunications, DSPs
are essential for signal modulation and demodulation, error
detection and correction, and data compression. In the
consumer electronics sector, DSPs enhance audio and
video processing, providing high-quality sound and image
rendering in devices like smartphones, televisions, and
home theater systems. Automotive systems utilize DSPs
for advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS),
infotainment, and engine management. Additionally,
industrial automation relies on DSPs for real-time control of
machinery and processes, while medical devices use them
for imaging and diagnostics, ensuring accurate and
efficient healthcare solutions.

Common Subcategories of Embedded - DSP
(Digital Signal Processors)

Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal Processors) can be
categorized into several common subcategories based on
their specific applications and performance characteristics.
General-purpose DSPs offer a versatile solution for a wide
range of signal processing tasks, providing balanced
performance and flexibility. High-performance DSPs are
designed for applications requiring significant
computational power and speed, such as real-time video
processing and advanced communication systems. Low-
power DSPs cater to battery-operated and portable
devices, ensuring energy-efficient operation without
compromising performance. Additionally, application-
specific DSPs are tailored for particular functions, such as
audio processing or motor control, offering optimized
performance for specific tasks.

Types of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors)

There are various types of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors), each suited to different needs and
applications. Fixed-point DSPs are designed for
applications where precision is critical but the range of
values is limited, such as audio processing. Floating-point
DSPs provide a broader range of values and greater
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Product Status Obsolete

Type SC3850 Six Core

Interface Ethernet, I²C, PCI, RGMII, Serial RapidIO, SGMII, SPI, UART/USART

Clock Rate 1GHz

Non-Volatile Memory ROM (96kB)

On-Chip RAM 576kB

Voltage - I/O 2.50V

Voltage - Core 1.00V

Operating Temperature 0°C ~ 105°C (TJ)

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Package / Case 783-BBGA, FCBGA

Supplier Device Package 783-FCPBGA (29x29)
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Electrical Characteristics
2.2 Recommended Operating Conditions 
Table 3 lists recommended operating conditions. Proper device operation outside of these conditions is not guaranteed. 

Table 3. Recommended Operating Conditions

Rating Symbol Min Nominal Max Unit

Core supply voltage VDD 0.97 1.0 1.05 V

M3 memory supply voltage VDDM3 0.97 1.0 1.05 V

MAPLE-B supply voltage VDDM 0.97 1.0 1.05 V

DDR memory supply voltage
• DDR2 mode
• DDR3 mode
DDR reference voltage

VDDDDR

MVREF

1.7
1.425

0.49 × VDDDDR

1.8
1.5

0.5 × VDDDDR

1.9
1.575

0.51 × VDDDDR

V
V
V

I/O voltage excluding DDR and 
RapidIO lines

VDDIO 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

Rapid I/O pad voltage VDDSXP 0.97 1.0 1.05 V

Rapid I/O core voltage VDDSXC 0.97 1.0 1.05 V

Operating temperature range:
• Standard
• Higher
• Extended
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Hardware Design Considerations
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3.3 Clock and Timing Signal Board Layout Considerations
When laying out the system board, use the following guidelines:

• Keep clock and timing signal paths as short as possible and route with 50 Ω impedance.

• Use a serial termination resistor placed close to the clock buffer to minimize signal reflection. Use the following 
equation to compute the resistor value:

Rterm = Rim – Rbuf

where Rim = trace characteristic impedance

Rbuf = clock buffer internal impedance.

3.4 SGMII AC-Coupled Serial Link Connection Example
Figure 39 shows an example of a 4-wire AC-coupled serial link connection. For additional layout suggestions, see AN3556 
MSC815x High Speed Serial Interface Hardware Design Considerations, available on the Freescale website or from your local 
sales office or representative.

Figure 39. 4-Wire AC-Coupled SGMII Serial Link Connection Example
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