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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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PIC16CE62X
FIGURE 5-3: BLOCK DIAGRAM OF RA3 PIN

FIGURE 5-4: BLOCK DIAGRAM OF RA4 PIN
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PIC16CE62X
TABLE 5-1: PORTA FUNCTIONS

TABLE 5-2: SUMMARY OF REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH PORTA 

Name Bit #
Buffer 
Type

Function

RA0/AN0 bit0 ST Input/output or comparator input
RA1/AN1 bit1 ST Input/output or comparator input

RA2/AN2/VREF bit2 ST Input/output or comparator input or VREF output
RA3/AN3 bit3 ST Input/output or comparator input/output
RA4/T0CKI bit4 ST Input/output or external clock input for TMR0 or comparator output. 

Output is open drain type.
Legend: ST = Schmitt Trigger input

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on:

POR

Value on 
All Other
Resets

05h PORTA — — — RA4 RA3 RA2 RA1 RA0 ---x 0000 ---u 0000

85h TRISA — — — TRISA4 TRISA3 TRISA2 TRISA1 TRISA0 ---1 1111 ---1 1111

1Fh CMCON C2OUT C1OUT — — CIS CM2 CM1 CM0 00-- 0000 00-- 0000

9Fh VRCON VREN VROE VRR — VR3 VR2 VR1 VR0 000- 0000 000- 0000

Legend:  — = Unimplemented locations, read as ‘0’, x = unknown, u = unchanged

Note: Shaded bits are not used by PORTA.
 1998-2013 Microchip Technology Inc. DS40182D-page 25



PIC16CE62X
5.2 PORTB and TRISB Registers

PORTB is an 8-bit wide, bi-directional port. The
corresponding data direction register is TRISB. A '1' in
the TRISB register puts the corresponding output driver
in a high impedance mode. A '0' in the TRISB register
puts the contents of the output latch on the selected
pin(s).

Reading PORTB register reads the status of the pins,
whereas writing to it will write to the port latch. All write
operations are read-modify-write operations. So a write
to a port implies that the port pins are first read, then
this value is modified and written to the port data latch.

Each of the PORTB pins has a weak internal pull-up
(200 A typical). A single control bit can turn on all the
pull-ups. This is done by clearing the RBPU
(OPTION<7>) bit. The weak pull-up is automatically
turned off when the port pin is configured as an output.
The pull-ups are disabled on Power-on Reset.

Four of PORTB’s pins, RB<7:4>, have an interrupt on
change feature. Only pins configured as inputs can
cause this interrupt to occur (i.e., any RB<7:4> pin con-
figured as an output is excluded from the interrupt on
change comparison). The input pins of RB<7:4> are
compared with the old value latched on the last read of
PORTB. The “mismatch” outputs of RB<7:4> are
OR’ed together to generate the RBIF interrupt (flag
latched in INTCON<0>). 

FIGURE 5-5: BLOCK DIAGRAM OF 
RB<7:4> PINS 
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This interrupt can wake the device from SLEEP. The
user, in the interrupt service routine, can clear the
interrupt in the following manner:

a) Any read or write of PORTB. This will end the
mismatch condition.

b) Clear flag bit RBIF.

A mismatch condition will continue to set flag bit RBIF.
Reading PORTB will end the mismatch condition and
allow flag bit RBIF to be cleared.

This interrupt on mismatch feature, together with
software configurable pull-ups on these four pins allow
easy interface to a key pad and make it possible for
wake-up on key-depression. (See AN552, “Implement-
ing Wake-Up on Key Strokes”.)

The interrupt on change feature is recommended for
wake-up on key depression operation and operations
where PORTB is only used for the interrupt on change
feature. Polling of PORTB is not recommended while
using the interrupt on change feature.

FIGURE 5-6: BLOCK DIAGRAM OF 
RB<3:0> PINS 

Note: If a change on the I/O pin should occur
when the read operation is being executed
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PIC16CE62X
TABLE 5-3: PORTB FUNCTIONS

TABLE 5-4: SUMMARY OF REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH PORTB

Name Bit # Buffer Type Function

RB0/INT bit0 TTL/ST(1) Input/output or external interrupt input. Internal software programmable 
weak pull-up.

RB1 bit1 TTL Input/output pin. Internal software programmable weak pull-up.

RB2 bit2 TTL Input/output pin. Internal software programmable weak pull-up.
RB3 bit3 TTL Input/output pin. Internal software programmable weak pull-up.
RB4 bit4 TTL Input/output pin (with interrupt on change). Internal software programmable 

weak pull-up.
RB5 bit5 TTL Input/output pin (with interrupt on change). Internal software programmable 

weak pull-up.
RB6 bit6 TTL/ST(2) Input/output pin (with interrupt on change). Internal software programmable 

weak pull-up. Serial programming clock pin.
RB7 bit7 TTL/ST(2) Input/output pin (with interrupt on change). Internal software programmable 

weak pull-up. Serial programming data pin.
Legend:  ST = Schmitt Trigger, TTL = TTL input
Note 1: This buffer is a Schmitt Trigger input when configured as the external interrupt.
Note 2: This buffer is a Schmitt Trigger input when used in serial programming mode.

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on:

POR

Value on
All Other 
Resets

06h PORTB RB7 RB6 RB5 RB4 RB3 RB2 RB1 RB0 xxxx xxxx uuuu uuuu

86h TRISB TRISB7 TRISB6 TRISB5 TRISB4 TRISB3 TRISB2 TRISB1 TRISB0 1111 1111 1111 1111

81h OPTION RBPU INTEDG T0CS T0SE PSA PS2 PS1 PS0 1111 1111 1111 1111

Legend:  u = unchanged, x = unknown

Note: Shaded bits are not used by PORTB.
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PIC16CE62X
FIGURE 6-1: DATA TRANSFER SEQUENCE ON THE SERIAL BUS

FIGURE 6-2: ACKNOWLEDGE TIMING
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Transmitter must release the SDA line at this point
allowing the Receiver to pull the SDA line low to
acknowledge the previous eight bits of data.

Receiver must release the SDA line at this
point so the Transmitter can continue
sending data.

Data from transmitter Data from transmitterSDA
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6.2 Device Addressing

After generating a START condition, the processor
transmits a control byte consisting of a EEPROM
address and a Read/Write bit that indicates what type
of operation is to be performed. The EEPROM address
consists of a 4-bit device code (1010) followed by three
don't care bits.

The last bit of the control byte determines the operation
to be performed. When set to a one, a read operation
is selected, and when set to a zero, a write operation is
selected. (Figure 6-3). The bus is monitored for its cor-
responding EEPROM address all the time. It generates
an acknowledge bit if the EEPROM address was true
and it is not in a programming mode.
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FIGURE 6-3: CONTROL BYTE FORMAT   
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PIC16CE62X
FIGURE 7-3: TIMER0 TIMING: INTERNAL CLOCK/PRESCALE 1:2    

FIGURE 7-4: TIMER0 INTERRUPT TIMING    
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PIC16CE62X
8.4 Comparator Response Time

Response time is the minimum time, after selecting a
new reference voltage or input source, before the
comparator output has a valid level. If the internal refer-
ence is changed, the maximum delay of the internal
voltage reference must be considered when using the
comparator outputs, otherwise the maximum delay of
the comparators should be used (Table 13-1 ).
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8.5 Comparator Outputs

The comparator outputs are read through the CMCON
register. These bits are read only. The comparator
outputs may also be directly output to the RA3 and RA4
I/O pins. When the CM<2:0> = 110, multiplexors in the
output path of the RA3 and RA4 pins will switch and the
output of each pin will be the unsynchronized output of
the comparator. The uncertainty of each of the
comparators is related to the input offset voltage and
the response time given in the specifications.
Figure 8-3 shows the comparator output block diagram.

The TRISA bits will still function as an output
enable/disable for the RA3 and RA4 pins while in this
mode.

Note 1: When reading the PORT register, all pins
configured as analog inputs will read as
a ‘0’. Pins configured as digital inputs will
convert an analog input according to the
Schmitt Trigger input specification.

2: Analog levels on any pin that is defined
as a digital input may cause the input
buffer to consume more current than is
specified.
FIGURE 8-3: COMPARATOR OUTPUT BLOCK DIAGRAM
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PIC16CE62X
10.0 SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE 
CPU

Special circuits to deal with the needs of real time appli-
cations are what sets a microcontroller apart from other
processors. The PIC16CE62X family has a host of
such features intended to maximize system reliability,
minimize cost through elimination of external compo-
nents, provide power saving operating modes and offer
code protection. 

These are:

1. OSC selection
2. Reset

Power-on Reset (POR)
Power-up Timer (PWRT)
Oscillator Start-Up Timer (OST)
Brown-out Reset (BOD)

3. Interrupts
4. Watchdog Timer (WDT)
5. SLEEP

6. Code protection
7. ID Locations
8. In-circuit serial programming
 1998-2013 Microchip Technology Inc.
The PIC16CE62X has a Watchdog Timer which is
controlled by configuration bits. It runs off its own RC
oscillator for added reliability. There are two timers that
offer necessary delays on power-up. One is the
Oscillator Start-up Timer (OST), intended to keep the
chip in reset until the crystal oscillator is stable. The
other is the Power-up Timer (PWRT), which provides a
fixed delay of 72 ms (nominal) on power-up only, and is
designed to keep the part in reset while the power
supply stabilizes. There is also circuitry to reset the
device if a brown-out occurs, which provides at least a
72 ms reset. With these three functions on-chip, most
applications need no external reset circuitry.

The SLEEP mode is designed to offer a very low
current power-down mode. The user can wake-up from
SLEEP through external reset, Watchdog Timer
wake-up or through an interrupt. Several oscillator
options are also made available to allow the part to fit
the application. The RC oscillator option saves system
cost, while the LP crystal option saves power. A set of
configuration bits are used to select various options.
DS40182D-page 49



PIC16CE62X
10.4 Power-on Reset (POR), Power-up 
Timer (PWRT), Oscillator Start-up 
Timer (OST) and Brown-out Reset 
(BOD)

10.4.1 POWER-ON RESET (POR)

The on-chip POR circuit holds the chip in reset until
VDD has reached a high enough level for proper opera-
tion. To take advantage of the POR, just tie the MCLR
pin through a resistor to VDD. This will eliminate exter-
nal RC components usually needed to create Power-on
Reset. A maximum rise time for VDD is required. See
electrical specifications for details.

The POR circuit does not produce an internal reset
when VDD declines.

When the device starts normal operation (exits the
reset condition), device operating parameters (voltage,
frequency, temperature, etc.)  must be met to ensure
operation. If these conditions are not met, the device
must  be held in reset until the operating conditions are
met.

For additional information, refer to Application Note
AN607, “Power-up Trouble Shooting”.

10.4.2 POWER-UP TIMER (PWRT)

The Power-up Timer provides a fixed 72 ms (nominal)
time-out on power-up only, from POR or Brown-out
Reset. The Power-up Timer operates on an internal RC
oscillator. The chip is kept in reset as long as PWRT is
active. The PWRT delay allows the VDD to rise to an
acceptable level. A configuration bit, PWRTE, can
disable (if set) or enable (if cleared or programmed) the
Power-up Timer. The Power-up Timer should always be
enabled when Brown-out Reset is enabled.
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The Power-Up Time delay will vary from chip-to-chip
and due to VDD, temperature and process variation.
See DC parameters for details.

10.4.3 OSCILLATOR START-UP TIMER (OST)

The Oscillator Start-Up Timer (OST) provides a 1024
oscillator cycle (from OSC1 input) delay after the
PWRT delay is over. This ensures that the crystal
oscillator or resonator has started and stabilized.

The OST time-out is invoked only for XT, LP and HS
modes and only on power-on reset or wake-up from
SLEEP.

10.4.4 BROWN-OUT RESET (BOD)

The PIC16CE62X members have on-chip Brown-out
Reset circuitry. A configuration bit, BOREN, can disable
(if clear/programmed) or enable (if set) the Brown-out
Reset circuitry. If VDD falls below 4.0V (refer to BVDD

parameter D005) for greater than parameter (TBOR) in
Table 13-5, the brown-out situation will reset the chip. A
reset won’t occur if VDD falls below 4.0V for less than
parameter (TBOR). 

On any reset (Power-on, Brown-out, Watch-dog, etc.)
the chip will remain in reset until VDD rises above BVDD.
The Power-up Timer will then be invoked and will keep
the chip in reset an additional 72 ms. 

If VDD drops below BVDD while the Power-up Timer is
running, the chip will go back into a Brown-out Reset
and the Power-up Timer will be re-initialized. Once VDD

rises above BVDD, the Power-Up Timer will execute a
72 ms reset. The Power-up Timer should always be
enabled when Brown-out Reset is enabled. Figure 10-7
shows typical Brown-out situations.
FIGURE 10-7: BROWN-OUT SITUATIONS 
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PIC16CE62X
TABLE 11-2: PIC16CE62X INSTRUCTION SET 

Mnemonic,
Operands

Description Cycles 14-Bit Opcode Status
Affected

Notes

MSb LSb

BYTE-ORIENTED FILE REGISTER OPERATIONS

ADDWF
ANDWF
CLRF
CLRW
COMF
DECF
DECFSZ
INCF
INCFSZ
IORWF
MOVF
MOVWF
NOP
RLF
RRF
SUBWF
SWAPF
XORWF

f, d
f, d
f
-
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f
-
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d

Add W and f
AND W with f
Clear f
Clear W
Complement f
Decrement f
Decrement f, Skip if 0
Increment f
Increment f, Skip if 0
Inclusive OR W with f
Move f
Move W to f
No Operation
Rotate Left f through Carry
Rotate Right f through Carry
Subtract W from f
Swap nibbles in f
Exclusive OR W with f

1
1
1
1
1
1

1(2)
1

1(2)
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

0111
0101
0001
0001
1001
0011
1011
1010
1111
0100
1000
0000
0000
1101
1100
0010
1110
0110

dfff
dfff
lfff
0000
dfff
dfff
dfff
dfff
dfff
dfff
dfff
lfff
0xx0
dfff
dfff
dfff
dfff
dfff

ffff
ffff
ffff
0011
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
0000
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff

C,DC,Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z

Z

Z
Z

C
C
C,DC,Z

Z

1,2
1,2
2

1,2
1,2
1,2,3
1,2
1,2,3
1,2
1,2

1,2
1,2
1,2
1,2
1,2

BIT-ORIENTED FILE REGISTER OPERATIONS

BCF
BSF
BTFSC
BTFSS

f, b
f, b
f, b
f, b

Bit Clear f
Bit Set f
Bit Test f, Skip if Clear
Bit Test f, Skip if Set

1
1

1 (2)
1 (2)

01
01
01
01

00bb
01bb
10bb
11bb

bfff
bfff
bfff
bfff

ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff

1,2
1,2
3
3

LITERAL AND CONTROL OPERATIONS

ADDLW
ANDLW
CALL
CLRWDT
GOTO
IORLW
MOVLW
RETFIE
RETLW
RETURN
SLEEP
SUBLW
XORLW

k
k
k
-
k
k
k
-
k
-
-
k
k

Add literal and W
AND literal with W
Call subroutine
Clear Watchdog Timer
Go to address
Inclusive OR literal with W
Move literal to W
Return from interrupt
Return with literal in W 
Return from Subroutine
Go into standby mode
Subtract W from literal
Exclusive OR literal with W

1
1
2
1
2
1
1
2
2
2
1
1
1

11
11
10
00
10
11
11
00
11
00
00
11
11

111x
1001
0kkk
0000
1kkk
1000
00xx
0000
01xx
0000
0000
110x
1010

kkkk
kkkk
kkkk
0110
kkkk
kkkk
kkkk
0000
kkkk
0000
0110
kkkk
kkkk

kkkk
kkkk
kkkk
0100
kkkk
kkkk
kkkk
1001
kkkk
1000
0011
kkkk
kkkk

C,DC,Z
Z

TO,PD

Z

TO,PD
C,DC,Z
Z

Note 1: When an I/O register is modified as a function of itself ( e.g., MOVF PORTB, 1), the value used will be that value present 
on the pins themselves. For example, if the data latch is '1' for a pin configured as input and is driven low by an external 
device, the data will be written back with a '0'.

2: If this instruction is executed on the TMR0 register (and, where applicable, d = 1), the prescaler will be cleared if assigned 
to the Timer0 Module.

3: If Program Counter (PC) is modified or a conditional test is true, the instruction requires two cycles. The second cycle is 
executed as a NOP.
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PIC16CE62X
BCF Bit Clear f

Syntax: [ label ] BCF     f,b

Operands: 0  f  127
0  b  7

Operation: 0  (f<b>)

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 01 00bb bfff ffff

Description: Bit 'b' in register 'f' is cleared.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example BCF FLAG_REG, 7

Before Instruction
FLAG_REG = 0xC7

After Instruction
FLAG_REG = 0x47

BSF Bit Set f

Syntax: [ label ] BSF    f,b

Operands: 0  f  127
0  b  7

Operation: 1  (f<b>)

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 01 01bb bfff ffff

Description: Bit 'b' in register 'f' is set.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example BSF FLAG_REG,   7

Before Instruction
FLAG_REG = 0x0A

After Instruction
FLAG_REG = 0x8A
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BTFSC Bit Test, Skip if Clear

Syntax: [ label ] BTFSC   f,b

Operands: 0  f  127
0  b  7

Operation: skip if (f<b>) = 0

Status Affected: None

Encoding:  01 10bb bfff ffff

Description: If bit 'b' in register 'f' is '0', then the next 
instruction is skipped.
If bit 'b' is '0', then the next instruction 
fetched during the current instruction 
execution is discarded, and a NOP is 
executed instead, making this a  
two-cycle instruction.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1(2)

Example HERE
FALSE
TRUE

BTFSC
GOTO
•
•
•

FLAG,1
PROCESS_CODE

Before Instruction
PC = address HERE

After Instruction
if FLAG<1> = 0,
PC =         address TRUE
if FLAG<1>=1,
PC =         address  FALSE
 1998-2013 Microchip Technology Inc.



PIC16CE62X
CLRWDT Clear Watchdog Timer

Syntax: [ label ]   CLRWDT

Operands: None

Operation: 00h  WDT
0  WDT prescaler,
1  TO
1  PD

Status Affected: TO, PD

Encoding: 00 0000 0110 0100

Description: CLRWDT instruction resets the 
Watchdog Timer. It also resets the 
prescaler of the WDT. Status bits TO 
and PD are set.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example CLRWDT

Before Instruction
WDT counter = ?

After Instruction
WDT counter = 0x00
WDT prescaler= 0
TO = 1
PD = 1

COMF Complement f

Syntax: [ label ]   COMF    f,d

Operands: 0  f  127
d  [0,1]

Operation: (f)  (dest)

Status Affected: Z

Encoding: 00 1001 dfff ffff

Description: The contents of register 'f' are 
complemented. If 'd' is 0, the result is 
stored in W. If 'd' is 1, the result is 
stored back in register 'f'.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example COMF REG1,0

Before Instruction
REG1 = 0x13

After Instruction
REG1 = 0x13
W = 0xEC
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DECF Decrement f

Syntax: [ label ]   DECF  f,d

Operands: 0  f  127
d  [0,1]

Operation: (f) - 1  (dest)

Status Affected: Z

Encoding: 00 0011 dfff ffff

Description: Decrement register 'f'. If 'd' is 0, the 
result is stored in the W register. If 'd' 
is 1, the result is stored back in regis-
ter 'f'.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example DECF    CNT, 1

Before Instruction
CNT = 0x01
Z = 0

After Instruction
CNT = 0x00
Z = 1

DECFSZ Decrement f, Skip if 0

Syntax: [ label ]   DECFSZ   f,d

Operands: 0  f  127
d  [0,1]

Operation: (f) - 1  (dest);     skip if result = 0

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 00 1011 dfff ffff

Description: The contents of register 'f' are 
decremented. If 'd' is 0, the result is 
placed in the W register. If 'd' is 1, the 
result is placed back in register 'f'. 
If the result is 0, the next instruction, 
which is already fetched, is discarded. 
A NOP is executed instead making it a 
two-cycle instruction.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1(2)

Example HERE     DECFSZ   CNT, 1
         GOTO     LOOP
CONTINUE •
         •
         •

Before Instruction
PC = address HERE

After Instruction
CNT = CNT - 1
if CNT = 0,
PC = address CONTINUE
if CNT  0,
PC = address HERE+1
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12.0 DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT
The PIC® microcontrollers are supported with a full
range of hardware and software development tools:

• Integrated Development Environment
- MPLAB® IDE Software

• Assemblers/Compilers/Linkers
- MPASM Assembler
- MPLAB-C17 and MPLAB-C18 C Compilers

- MPLINK/MPLIB Linker/Librarian
• Simulators

- MPLAB-SIM Software Simulator

• Emulators
- MPLAB-ICEReal-Time In-Circuit Emulator
- PICMASTER®/PICMASTER-CE In-Circuit 

Emulator
- ICEPIC™

• In-Circuit Debugger
- MPLAB-ICD for PIC16F877

• Device Programmers

- PRO MATE II Universal Programmer
- PICSTART Plus Entry-Level Prototype

Programmer
• Low-Cost Demonstration Boards

- SIMICE

- PICDEM-1
- PICDEM-2
- PICDEM-3

- PICDEM-17
- SEEVAL

- KEELOQ

12.1 MPLAB Integrated Development 
Environment Software

The MPLAB IDE software brings an ease of software
development previously unseen in the 8-bit microcon-
troller market. MPLAB is a Windows-based applica-
tion which contains:

• Multiple functionality

- editor
- simulator
- programmer (sold separately)

- emulator (sold separately)
• A full featured editor
• A project manager

• Customizable tool bar and key mapping
• A status bar
• On-line help

MPLAB allows you to:

• Edit your source files (either assembly or ‘C’)

• One touch assemble (or compile) and download 
to PIC MCU tools (automatically updates all proj-
ect information)

• Debug using:

- source files
- absolute listing file
- object code

The ability to use MPLAB with Microchip’s simulator,
MPLAB-SIM, allows a consistent platform and the abil-
ity to easily switch from the cost-effective simulator to
the full featured emulator with minimal retraining.

12.2 MPASM Assembler

MPASM is a full featured universal macro assembler for
all PIC MCUs. It can produce absolute code directly in
the form of HEX files for device programmers, or it can
generate relocatable objects for MPLINK.

MPASM has a command line interface and a Windows
shell and can be used as a standalone application on a
Windows 3.x or greater system. MPASM generates
relocatable object files, Intel standard HEX files, MAP
files to detail memory usage and symbol reference, an
absolute LST file which contains source lines and gen-
erated machine code, and a COD file for MPLAB
debugging.

MPASM features include:

• MPASM and MPLINK are integrated into MPLAB 
projects.

• MPASM allows user defined macros to be created 
for streamlined assembly.

• MPASM allows conditional assembly for multi pur-
pose source files.

• MPASM directives allow complete control over the 
assembly process.

12.3 MPLAB-C17 and MPLAB-C18 
C Compilers

The MPLAB-C17 and MPLAB-C18 Code Development
Systems are complete ANSI ‘C’ compilers and inte-
grated development environments for Microchip’s
PIC17CXXX and PIC18CXXX family of microcontrol-
lers, respectively. These compilers provide powerful
integration capabilities and ease of use not found with
other compilers.

For easier source level debugging, the compilers pro-
vide symbol information that is compatible with the
MPLAB IDE memory display.

12.4 MPLINK/MPLIB Linker/Librarian

MPLINK is a relocatable linker for MPASM and
MPLAB-C17 and MPLAB-C18. It can link relocatable
objects from assembly or C source files along with pre-
compiled libraries using directives from a linker script.
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MPLIB is a librarian for pre-compiled code to be used
with MPLINK. When a routine from a library is called
from another source file, only the modules that contains
that routine will be linked in with the application. This
allows large libraries to be used efficiently in many dif-
ferent applications. MPLIB manages the creation and
modification of library files.

MPLINK features include:

• MPLINK works with MPASM and MPLAB-C17 
and MPLAB-C18.

• MPLINK allows all memory areas to be defined as 
sections to provide link-time flexibility.

MPLIB features include:

• MPLIB makes linking easier because single librar-
ies can be included instead of many smaller files.

• MPLIB helps keep code maintainable by grouping 
related modules together.

• MPLIB commands allow libraries to be created 
and modules to be added, listed, replaced, 
deleted, or extracted.

12.5 MPLAB-SIM Software Simulator

The MPLAB-SIM Software Simulator allows code
development in a PC host environment by simulating
the PIC series microcontrollers on an instruction level.
On any given instruction, the data areas can be exam-
ined or modified and stimuli can be applied from a file
or user-defined key press to any of the pins. The exe-
cution can be performed in single step, execute until
break, or trace mode.

MPLAB-SIM fully supports symbolic debugging using
MPLAB-C17 and MPLAB-C18 and MPASM. The Soft-
ware Simulator offers the flexibility to develop and
debug code outside of the laboratory environment mak-
ing it an excellent multi-project software development
tool.

12.6 MPLAB-ICE High Performance 
Universal In-Circuit Emulator with 
MPLAB IDE

The MPLAB-ICE Universal In-Circuit Emulator is
intended to provide the product development engineer
with a complete microcontroller design tool set for PIC
microcontrollers (MCUs). Software control of MPLAB-
ICE is provided by the MPLAB Integrated Development
Environment (IDE), which allows editing, “make” and
download, and source debugging from a single envi-
ronment.

Interchangeable processor modules allow the system
to be easily reconfigured for emulation of different pro-
cessors. The universal architecture of the MPLAB-ICE
allows expansion to support new PIC microcontrollers.

The MPLAB-ICE Emulator System has been designed
as a real-time emulation system with advanced fea-
tures that are generally found on more expensive devel-

opment tools. The PC platform and Microsoft® Windows
3.x/95/98 environment were chosen to best make these
features available to you, the end user.

MPLAB-ICE 2000 is a full-featured emulator system
with enhanced trace, trigger, and data monitoring fea-
tures. Both systems use the same processor modules
and will operate across the full operating speed range
of the PIC MCU.

12.7 PICMASTER/PICMASTER CE

The PICMASTER system from Microchip Technology is
a full-featured, professional quality emulator system.
This flexible in-circuit emulator provides a high-quality,
universal platform for emulating Microchip 8-bit PIC
microcontrollers (MCUs). PICMASTER systems are
sold worldwide, with a CE compliant model available for
European Union (EU) countries.

12.8 ICEPIC

ICEPIC is a low-cost in-circuit emulation solution for the 
Microchip Technology PIC16C5X, PIC16C6X, 
PIC16C7X, and PIC16CXXX families of 8-bit one-time-
programmable (OTP) microcontrollers. The modular 
system can support different subsets of PIC16C5X or 
PIC16CXXX products through the use of 
interchangeable personality modules or daughter 
boards. The emulator is capable of emulating without 
target application circuitry being present.

12.9 MPLAB-ICD In-Circuit Debugger

Microchip's In-Circuit Debugger, MPLAB-ICD, is a pow-
erful, low-cost run-time development tool. This tool is
based on the flash PIC16F877 and can be used to
develop for this and other PIC microcontrollers from the
PIC16CXXX family. MPLAB-ICD utilizes the In-Circuit
Debugging capability built into the PIC16F87X. This
feature, along with Microchip's In-Circuit Serial Pro-
gramming protocol, offers cost-effective in-circuit flash
programming and debugging from the graphical user
interface of the MPLAB Integrated Development Envi-
ronment. This enables a designer to develop and
debug source code by watching variables, single-step-
ping and setting break points. Running at full speed
enables testing hardware in real-time. The MPLAB-ICD
is also a programmer for the flash PIC16F87X family.

12.10 PRO MATE II Universal Programmer

The PRO MATE II Universal Programmer is a full-fea-
tured programmer capable of operating in stand-alone
mode as well as PC-hosted mode. PRO MATE II is CE
compliant.

The PRO MATE II has programmable VDD and VPP

supplies which allows it to verify programmed memory
at VDD min and VDD max for maximum reliability. It has
an LCD display for instructions and error messages,
keys to enter commands and a modular detachable
socket assembly to support various package types. In
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stand-alone mode the PRO MATE II can read, verify or
program PIC devices. It can also set code-protect bits
in this mode.

12.11 PICSTART Plus Entry Level 
Development System

The PICSTART programmer is an easy-to-use, low-
cost prototype programmer. It connects to the PC via
one of the COM (RS-232) ports. MPLAB Integrated
Development Environment software makes using the
programmer simple and efficient.

PICSTART Plus supports all PIC devices with up to 40
pins. Larger pin count devices such as the PIC16C92X,
and PIC17C76X may be supported with an adapter
socket. PICSTART Plus is CE compliant.

12.12 SIMICE Entry-Level 
Hardware Simulator

SIMICE is an entry-level hardware development sys-
tem designed to operate in a PC-based environment
with Microchip’s simulator MPLAB-SIM. Both SIMICE
and MPLAB-SIM run under Microchip Technology’s
MPLAB Integrated Development Environment (IDE)
software. Specifically, SIMICE provides hardware sim-
ulation for Microchip’s PIC12C5XX, PIC12CE5XX, and
PIC16C5X families of PIC 8-bit microcontrollers. SIM-
ICE works in conjunction with MPLAB-SIM to provide
non-real-time I/O port emulation. SIMICE enables a
developer to run simulator code for driving the target
system. In addition, the target system can provide input
to the simulator code. This capability allows for simple
and interactive debugging without having to manually
generate MPLAB-SIM stimulus files. SIMICE is a valu-
able debugging tool for entry-level system develop-
ment.

12.13 PICDEM-1 Low-Cost PIC MCU
Demonstration Board

The PICDEM-1 is a simple board which demonstrates
the capabilities of several of Microchip’s microcontrol-
lers. The microcontrollers supported are: PIC16C5X
(PIC16C54 to PIC16C58A), PIC16C61, PIC16C62X,
PIC16C71, PIC16C8X, PIC17C42, PIC17C43 and
PIC17C44. All necessary hardware and software is
included to run basic demo programs. The users can
program the sample microcontrollers provided with
the PICDEM-1 board, on a PRO MATE II or
PICSTART-Plus programmer, and easily test firm-
ware. The user can also connect the PICDEM-1
board to the MPLAB-ICE emulator and download the
firmware to the emulator for testing. Additional proto-
type area is available for the user to build some addi-
tional hardware and connect it to the microcontroller
socket(s). Some of the features include an RS-232
interface, a potentiometer for simulated analog input,
push-button switches and eight LEDs connected to
PORTB.

12.14 PICDEM-2 Low-Cost PIC16CXX 
Demonstration Board

The PICDEM-2 is a simple demonstration board that
supports the PIC16C62, PIC16C64, PIC16C65,
PIC16C73 and PIC16C74 microcontrollers. All the
necessary hardware and software is included to
run the basic demonstration programs. The user
can program the sample microcontrollers provided
with the PICDEM-2 board, on a PRO MATE II pro-
grammer or PICSTART-Plus, and easily test firmware.
The MPLAB-ICE emulator may also be used with the
PICDEM-2 board to test firmware. Additional prototype
area has been provided to the user for adding addi-
tional hardware and connecting it to the microcontroller
socket(s). Some of the features include a RS-232 inter-
face, push-button switches, a potentiometer for simu-
lated analog input, a Serial EEPROM to demonstrate
usage of the I2C bus and separate headers for connec-
tion to an LCD module and a keypad.

12.15 PICDEM-3 Low-Cost PIC16CXXX 
Demonstration Board

The PICDEM-3 is a simple demonstration board that
supports the PIC16C923 and PIC16C924 in the PLCC
package. It will also support future 44-pin PLCC
microcontrollers with a LCD Module. All the neces-
sary hardware and software is included to run the
basic demonstration programs. The user can pro-
gram the sample microcontrollers provided with
the PICDEM-3 board, on a PRO MATE II program-
mer or PICSTART Plus with an adapter socket, and
easily test firmware. The MPLAB-ICE emulator may
also be used with the PICDEM-3 board to test firm-
ware. Additional prototype area has been provided to
the user for adding hardware and connecting it to the
microcontroller socket(s). Some of the features include
an RS-232 interface, push-button switches, a potenti-
ometer for simulated analog input, a thermistor and
separate headers for connection to an external LCD
module and a keypad. Also provided on the PICDEM-3
board is an LCD panel, with 4 commons and 12 seg-
ments, that is capable of displaying time, temperature
and day of the week. The PICDEM-3 provides an addi-
tional RS-232 interface and Windows 3.1 software for
showing the demultiplexed LCD signals on a PC. A sim-
ple serial interface allows the user to construct a hard-
ware demultiplexer for the LCD signals. 

12.16 PICDEM-17

The PICDEM-17 is an evaluation board that demon-
strates the capabilities of several Microchip microcon-
trollers, including PIC17C752, PIC17C756,
PIC17C762, and PIC17C766. All necessary hardware
is included to run basic demo programs, which are sup-
plied on a 3.5-inch disk. A programmed sample is
included, and the user may erase it and program it with
the other sample programs using the PRO MATE II or
PICSTART Plus device programmers and easily debug
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13.5 Timing Diagrams and Specifications

FIGURE 13-5: EXTERNAL CLOCK TIMING

TABLE 13-3: EXTERNAL CLOCK TIMING REQUIREMENTS

Parameter 
No.

Sym Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

1A Fosc External CLKIN Frequency 
(Note 1)

DC — 4 MHz XT and RC osc mode, VDD=5.0V

DC — 20 MHz HS osc mode 

DC — 200 kHz LP osc mode 

Oscillator Frequency 
(Note 1)

DC — 4 MHz RC osc mode,  VDD=5.0V

0.1 — 4 MHz XT osc mode 

1 — 20 MHz HS osc mode 

DC – 200 kHz LP osc mode

1 Tosc External CLKIN Period
(Note 1)

250 — — ns XT and RC osc mode

50 — — ns HS osc mode

5 — — s LP osc mode 

Oscillator Period
(Note 1)

250 — — ns RC osc mode 

250 — 10,000 ns XT osc mode 

50 — 1,000 ns HS osc mode 

5 — — s LP osc mode

2 TCY Instruction Cycle Time (Note 1) 200 — DC ns TCY=FOSC/4

3* TosL,
TosH

External Clock in (OSC1) High or 
Low Time

100* — — ns XT oscillator, TOSC L/H duty cycle

2* — — s LP oscillator, TOSC L/H duty cycle

20* — — ns HS oscillator, TOSC L/H duty cycle

4* TosR,
TosF

External Clock in (OSC1) Rise or 
Fall Time

25* — — ns XT oscillator

50* — — ns LP oscillator

15* — — ns HS oscillator

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.
† Data in "Typ" column is at 5.0V, 25C unless otherwise stated.  These parameters are for design guidance only and are not 

tested.
Note 1: Instruction cycle period (TCY) equals four times the input oscillator time-base period.  All specified values are based on 

characterization data for that particular oscillator type under standard operating conditions with the device executing code.  
Exceeding these specified limits may result in an unstable oscillator operation and/or higher than expected current con-
sumption.  All devices are tested to operate at "min." values with an external clock applied to the OSC1 pin.
When an external clock input is used, the "Max." cycle time limit is "DC" (no clock) for all devices.

OSC1

CLKOUT

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1

1 3 3
4 4

2
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PIC16XXXXXX FAMILY
READER RESPONSE

It is our intention to provide you with the best documentation possible to ensure successful use of your Microchip
product. If you wish to provide your comments on organization, clarity, subject matter, and ways in which our
documentation can better serve you, please FAX your comments to the Technical Publications Manager at
(480) 792-4150.

Please list the following information, and use this outline to provide us with your comments about this document.

TO: Technical Publications Manager

RE: Reader Response
Total Pages Sent ________

From: Name

Company

Address

City / State / ZIP / Country

Telephone: (_______) _________ - _________

Application (optional):

Would you like a reply?       Y         N

Device: Literature Number: 

Questions:

FAX: (______) _________ - _________

DS40182DPIC16xxxxxx family

1. What are the best features of this document?

2. How does this document meet your hardware and software development needs?

3. Do you find the organization of this document easy to follow? If not, why?

4. What additions to the document do you think would enhance the structure and subject?

5. What deletions from the document could be made without affecting the overall usefulness?

6. Is there any incorrect or misleading information (what and where)?

7. How would you improve this document?
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