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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.

Details

Product Status Active

Number of LABs/CLBs 6000

Number of Logic Elements/Cells 24000

Total RAM Bits 1032192

Number of I/O 118

Number of Gates -

Voltage - Supply 1.045V ~ 1.155V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature 0°C ~ 85°C (TJ)

Package / Case 285-LFBGA, CSPBGA

Supplier Device Package 285-CSFBGA (10x10)

Purchase URL https://www.e-xfl.com/product-detail/lattice-semiconductor/lfe5um5g-25f-8mg285c
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Figure 2.24. DQS Control and Delay Block (DQSBUF) 

Table 2.11. DQSBUF Port List Description 
Name Type Description 
DQS  Input  DDR memo ry DQS stro b e  

READ[1:0]  Input  Read Inpu t fro m DDR Co ntro ller  

READCL KSE L [1:0]  Input  Read pul se selec tio n  

SCL K  Input  Slo w System Clo c k  

ECL K  Input  High Sp ee d Edge Clo c k (same fre que nc y as DDR memo ry)  

DQSDE L  Input  90 °  Delay Co de fro m DDRDL L  

RDL O ADN, RDMO V E, RDDIRE CT IO N  Input  Dynamic Margin  Co nt ro l po rts fo r Read delay  

WRL O ADN, WRMOV E, WRDIRE CT IO N  Input  Dynamic Margin Co nt ro l po rts fo r Write de lay  

PAUSE  Input  
Used by DDR Co ntro ller to Pause write sid e sig nals duri ng 

DDR DL L Co de update or Write Le veling  

DYNDE L AY [7:0]  Input  Dynamic Write Leveli ng De lay Co ntro l  

DQSR 90  Output  90 °  delay D QS use d fo r Read  

DQSW 270  Output  90 °  delay clo c k use d fo r DQ Writ e  

DQSW  Output  Clo c k used fo r DQ S Write  

RDPNT R [2:0]  Output  Read Po inter fo r IFIFO mo dul e  

WRPNT R [2:0]  Output  Write Po inter fo r IFIFO mo dul e  

DAT AV AL ID  Output  Signa l in dic ating start of valid dat a  

BUR ST DE T  Output  Burst Det ec t in dic ato r  

RDFL AG  Output  Read Dynamic Margi n Co ntro l ou tput to indic ate max val ue  

WRFL AG  Output  Write Dynamic Margi n Co ntro l output to indic ate ma x value  
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 Device Configuration 
All ECP5/ECP5-5G devices contain two ports that can be used for device configuration. The Test Access Port (TAP), 
which supports bit-wide configuration, and the sysCONFIG port, support dual-byte, byte and serial configuration. The 
TAP supports both the IEEE Standard 1149.1 Boundary Scan specification and the IEEE Standard 1532 In-System 
Configuration specification. There are 11 dedicated pins for TAP and sysConfig supports (TDI, TDO, TCK, TMS, CFG[2:0], 
PROGRAMN, DONE, INITN and CCLK). The remaining sysCONFIG pins are used as dual function pins. Refer to ECP5 and 
ECP5-5G sysCONFIG Usage Guide (TN1260) for more information about using the dual-use pins as general purpose 
I/Os. 

There are various ways to configure an ECP5/ECP5-5G device: 

 JTAG 

 Standard Serial Peripheral Interface (SPI) – Interface to boot PROM Support x1, x2, x4 wide SPI memory interfaces. 

 System microprocessor to drive a x8 CPU port SPCM mode 

 System microprocessor to drive a serial slave SPI port (SSPI mode) 

 Slave Serial model (SCM) 

On power-up, the FPGA SRAM is ready to be configured using the selected sysCONFIG port. Once a configuration port is 
selected, it will remain active throughout that configuration cycle. The IEEE 1149.1 port can be activated any time after 
power-up by sending the appropriate command through the TAP port. 

ECP5/ECP5-5G devices also support the Slave SPI Interface. In this mode, the FPGA behaves like a SPI Flash device (slave 
mode) with the SPI port of the FPGA to perform read-write operations. 

 Enhanced Configuration Options 

ECP5/ECP5-5G devices have enhanced configuration features such as: decryption support, decompression support, 
TransFR™ I/O and dual-boot and multi-boot image support. 

TransFR (Transparent Field Reconfiguration) 

TransFR I/O (TFR) is a unique Lattice technology that allows users to update their logic in the field without interrupting 
system operation using a single ispVM command. TransFR I/O allows I/O states to be frozen during device 
configuration. This allows the device to be field updated with a minimum of system disruption and downtime. Refer to 
Minimizing System Interruption During Configuration Using TransFR Technology (TN1087) for details. 

Dual-Boot and Multi-Boot Image Support 

Dual-boot and multi-boot images are supported for applications requiring reliable remote updates of configuration 
data for the system FPGA. After the system is running with a basic configuration, a new boot image can be downloaded 
remotely and stored in a separate location in the configuration storage device. Any time after the update the 
ECP5/ECP5-5G devices can be re-booted from this new configuration file. If there is a problem, such as corrupt data 
during download or incorrect version number with this new boot image, the ECP5/ECP5-5G device can revert back to 
the original backup golden configuration and try again. This all can be done without power cycling the system. For more 
information, refer to ECP5 and ECP5-5G sysCONFIG Usage Guide (TN1260). 

 Single Event Upset (SEU) Support 

ECP5/ECP5-5G devices support SEU mitigation with three supporting functions: 

 SED – Soft Error Detect 

 SEC – Soft Error Correction 

 SEI – Soft Error Injection 

ECP5/ECP5-5G devices have dedicated logic to perform Cycle Redundancy Code (CRC) checks. During configuration, the 
configuration data bitstream can be checked with the CRC logic block. In addition, the ECP5/ECP5-5G device can also be 
programmed to utilize a Soft Error Detect (SED) mode that checks for soft errors in configuration SRAM. The SED 
operation can be run in the background during user mode. If a soft error occurs, during user mode (normal operation) 
the device can be programmed to generate an error signal. 
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 sysI/O Recommended Operating Conditions 

Table 3.11. sysI/O Recommended Operating Conditions 

Standard 
VCCIO VREF (V) 

Min Typ Max Min Typ Max 

LVCMOS331 3.135 3.3 3.465 — — — 

LVCMOS33D3 Output 3.135 3.3 3.465 — — — 

LVCMOS251 2.375 2.5 2.625 — — — 

LVCMOS18 1.71 1.8 1.89 — — — 

LVCMOS15 1.425 1.5 1.575 — — — 

LVCMOS121 1.14 1.2 1.26 — — — 

LVTTL331 3.135 3.3 3.465 — — — 

SSTL15_I, _II2 1.43 1.5 1.57 0.68 0.75 0.9 

SSTL18_I, _II2 1.71 1.8 1.89 0.833 0.9 0.969 

SSTL135_I, _II2 1.28 1.35 1.42 0.6 0.675 0.75 

HSUL122
 1.14 1.2 1.26 0.588 0.6 0.612 

MIPI D-PHY LP Input3, 5 1.425 1.5 1.575 — — — 

LVDS251, 3 Output 2.375 2.5 2.625 — — — 

subLVS3 (Input only) — — — — — — 

SLVS3 (Input only) — — — — — — 

LVDS25E3 Output 2.375 2.5 2.625 — — — 

MLVDS3 Output 2.375 2.5 2.625 — — — 

LVPECL331, 3 Output 3.135 3.3 3.465 — — — 

BLVDS251, 3 Output 2.375 2.5 2.625 — — — 

HSULD12D2, 3 1.14 1.2 1.26 — — — 

SSTL135D_I, II2, 3
 1.28 1.35 1.42 — — — 

SSTL15D_I, II2, 3 1.43 1.5 1.57 — — — 

SSTL18D_I1, 2, 3, II1, 2, 3 1.71 1.8 1.89 — — — 

Notes: 

1. For input voltage compatibility, refer to ECP5 and ECP5-5G sysIO Usage Guide (TN1262). 
2. VREF is required when using Differential SSTL and HSUL to interface to DDR/LPDDR memories. 

3. These differential inputs use LVDS input comparator, which uses VCCAUX power 
4. All differential inputs and LVDS25 output are supported in the Left and Right banks only. Refer to ECP5 and ECP5-5G sysIO 

Usage Guide (TN1262) for details. 
5. MIPI D-PHY LP input can be implemented by powering VCCIO to 1.5V, and select MIPI LP primitive to meet MIPI Alliance spec 

on VIH and VIL.  It can also be implemented as LVCMOS12 with VCCIO at 1.2V, which would meet VIH/VIL spec on LVCOM12. 
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 Typical Building Block Function Performance 

Table 3.19. Pin-to-Pin Performance 

Function –8 Timing Unit 

Basic Functions 

16-Bit Decoder 5.06 ns 

32-Bit Decoder 6.08 ns 

64-Bit Decoder 5.06 ns 

4:1 Mux 4.45 ns 

8:1 Mux 4.63 ns 

16:1 Mux 4.81 ns 

32:1 Mux 4.85 ns 

Notes: 

1. I/Os are configured with LVCMOS25 with VCCIO=2.5, 12 mA drive. 
2. These functions were generated using Lattice Diamond design software tool. Exact performance may vary with the device and 

the design software tool version. The design software tool uses internal parameters that have been characterized but are not 
tested on every device. 

3. Commercial timing numbers are shown. Industrial numbers are typically slower and can be extracted from Lattice Diamond 
design software tool. 
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Table 3.20. Register-to-Register Performance 

Function –8 Timing Unit 

Basic Functions 

16-Bit Decoder 441 MHz 

32-Bit Decoder 441 MHz 

64-Bit Decoder 332 MHz 

4:1 Mux 441 MHz 

8:1 Mux 441 MHz 

16:1 Mux 441 MHz 

32:1 Mux 441 MHz 

8-Bit Adder 441 MHz 

16-Bit Adder 441 MHz 

64-Bit Adder 441 MHz 

16-Bit Counter 384 MHz 

32-Bit Counter 317 MHz 

64-Bit Counter 263 MHz 

64-Bit Accumulator 288 MHz 

Embedded Memory Functions 

1024x18 True-Dual Port RAM (Write Through or Normal), with EBR Output Registers 272 MHz 

1024x18 True-Dual Port RAM (Read-Before-Write), with EBR Output Registers 214 MHz 

Distributed Memory Functions 

16 x 2 Pseudo-Dual Port or 16 x 4 Single Port RAM (One PFU) 441 MHz 

16 x 4 Pseudo-Dual Port (Two PFUs) 441 MHz 

DSP Functions  

9 x 9 Multiplier (All Registers) 225 MHz 

18 x 18 Multiplier (All Registers) 225 MHz 

36 x 36 Multiplier (All Registers) 225 MHz 

18 x 18 Multiply-Add/Sub (All Registers) 225 MHz 

18 x 18 Multiply/Accumulate (Input and Output Registers) 225 MHz 

Notes: 

1. These functions were generated using Lattice Diamond design software tool. Exact performance may vary with the device and 
the design software tool version. The design software tool uses internal parameters that have been characterized but are not 
tested on every device. 

2. Commercial timing numbers are shown. Industrial numbers are typically slower and can be extracted from Lattice Diamond 
design software tool. 

 Derating Timing Tables 
Logic timing provided in the following sections of this data sheet and the Diamond design tools are worst case numbers 
in the operating range. Actual delays at nominal temperature and voltage for best case process, can be much better 
than the values given in the tables. The Diamond design tool can provide logic timing numbers at a particular 
temperature and voltage. 
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 External Switching Characteristics 

Over recommended commercial operating conditions. 

Table 3.22. ECP5/ECP5-5G External Switching Characteristics 

Parameter Description Device 
–8 –7 –6 

Unit 
Min Max Min Max Min Max 

Clocks 

Primary Clock 

fMAX_PRI Frequency for Primary Clock Tree — — 370 — 303 — 257 MHz 

tW_PRI 
Clock Pulse Width for Primary 
Clock 

— 0.8 — 0.9 — 1.0 — ns 

tSKEW_PRI 
Primary Clock Skew within a 
Device 

— — 420 — 462 — 505 ps 

Edge Clock 

fMAX_EDGE Frequency for Edge Clock Tree — — 400 — 350 — 312 MHz 

tW_EDGE Clock Pulse Width for Edge Clock — 1.175 — 1.344 — 1.50 — ns 

tSKEW_EDGE Edge Clock Skew within a Bank — — 160 — 180 — 200 ps 

Generic SDR Input 

General I/O Pin Parameters Using Dedicated Primary Clock Input without PLL 

tCO 
Clock to Output - PIO Output 
Register 

All 
Devices 

— 5.4 — 6.1 — 6.8 ns 

tSU 
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register 

All 
Devices 

0 — 0 — 0 — ns 

tH 
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register 

All 
Devices 

2.7 — 3 — 3.3 — ns 

tSU_DEL 
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register with Data Input Delay 

All 
Devices 

1.2 — 1.33 — 1.46 — ns 

tH_DEL 
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register with Data Input Delay 

All 
Devices 

0 — 0 — 0 — ns 

fMAX_IO 
Clock Frequency of I/O and PFU 
Register 

All 
Devices 

— 400 — 350 — 312 MHz 

General I/O Pin Parameters Using Dedicated Primary Clock Input with PLL 

tCOPLL 
Clock to Output - PIO Output 
Register 

All 
Devices 
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