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General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
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purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Figure 5.3. 12-Bit ADC Tracking Mode Example

5.1.4. Burst Mode

Burst Mode is a power saving feature that allows ADC0 to remain in a very low power state between con-
versions. When Burst Mode is enabled, ADC0 wakes from a very low power state, accumulates 1, 4, 8, or 
16 samples using an internal Burst Mode clock (approximately 25 MHz), then re-enters a very low power 
state. Since the Burst Mode clock is independent of the system clock, ADC0 can perform multiple conver-
sions then enter a very low power state within a single system clock cycle, even if the system clock is slow 
(e.g., 32.768 kHz), or suspended.

Burst Mode is enabled by setting BURSTEN to logic 1. When in Burst Mode, AD0EN controls the ADC0 
idle power state (i.e. the state ADC0 enters when not tracking or performing conversions). If AD0EN is set 
to logic 0, ADC0 is powered down after each burst. If AD0EN is set to logic 1, ADC0 remains enabled after 
each burst. On each convert start signal, ADC0 is awakened from its Idle Power State. If ADC0 is powered 
down, it will automatically power up and wait the programmable Power-Up Time controlled by the 
AD0PWR bits. Otherwise, ADC0 will start tracking and converting immediately. Figure 5.4 shows an exam-
ple of Burst Mode Operation with a slow system clock and a repeat count of 4. 

Important Note: When Burst Mode is enabled, only Post-Tracking and Dual-Tracking modes can be used.

When Burst Mode is enabled, a single convert start will initiate a number of conversions equal to the repeat 
count. When Burst Mode is disabled, a convert start is required to initiate each conversion. In both modes, 
the ADC0 End of Conversion Interrupt Flag (AD0INT) will be set after “repeat count” conversions have 

Convert Start

ADC0 State Track

ADC0 State Convert

Time F S1 S2 S12 S13... F

Time F S1 S2 S12 S13... F

Convert

F S1 S2 F

Post-Tracking or Dual-Tracking Modes (AD0TK = ‘00')

Pre-Tracking Mode

AD0INT Flag

AD0INT Flag

Key

F

Sn

Equal to one period of FCLK.

Each Sn is equal to one period of the SAR clock. 
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SFR Address = 0xBA; SFR Page = 0x00;

5.4.  Programmable Window Detector

The ADC Programmable Window Detector continuously compares the ADC0 output registers to user-pro-
grammed limits, and notifies the system when a desired condition is detected. This is especially effective in 
an interrupt-driven system, saving code space and CPU bandwidth while delivering faster system 
response times. The window detector interrupt flag (AD0WINT in register ADC0CN) can also be used in 
polled mode. The ADC0 Greater-Than (ADC0GTH, ADC0GTL) and Less-Than (ADC0LTH, ADC0LTL) 
registers hold the comparison values. The window detector flag can be programmed to indicate when mea-
sured data is inside or outside of the user-programmed limits, depending on the contents of the ADC0 
Less-Than and ADC0 Greater-Than registers.

SFR Definition 5.8. ADC0TK: ADC0 Tracking Mode Select

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name AD0PWR[3:0] AD0TM[1:0] AD0TK[1:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W

Reset 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Bit Name Function

7:4 AD0PWR[3:0] ADC0 Burst Power-Up Time.

For BURSTEN = 0: ADC0 Power state controlled by AD0EN
For BURSTEN = 1, AD0EN = 1: ADC0 remains enabled and does not enter the 
very low power state
For BURSTEN = 1, AD0EN = 0: ADC0 enters the very low power state and is 
enabled after each convert start signal. The Power-Up time is programmed accord-
ing the following equation:

 or 

3:2 AD0TM[1:0] ADC0 Tracking Mode Enable Select Bits.

00: Reserved.
01: ADC0 is configured to Post-Tracking Mode.
10: ADC0 is configured to Pre-Tracking Mode.
11: ADC0 is configured to Dual Tracking Mode.

1:0 AD0TK[1:0] ADC0 Post-Track Time.

00: Post-Tracking time is equal to 2 SAR clock cycles + 2 FCLK cycles.
01: Post-Tracking time is equal to 4 SAR clock cycles + 2 FCLK cycles.
10: Post-Tracking time is equal to 8 SAR clock cycles + 2 FCLK cycles.
11: Post-Tracking time is equal to 16 SAR clock cycles + 2 FCLK cycles.

AD0PWR
Tstartup

200ns
------------------------ 1–= Tstartup AD0PWR 1+( )200ns=
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SFR Address = 0xC6; SFR Page = 0x00 

SFR Address = 0xC5; SFR Page = 0x00

5.4.1. Window Detector In Single-Ended Mode

Figure 5.6 shows two example window comparisons for right-justified data with 
ADC0LTH:ADC0LTL = 0x0200 (512d) and ADC0GTH:ADC0GTL = 0x0100 (256d). The input voltage can 
range from 0 to VREF x (4095/4096) with respect to GND, and is represented by a 12-bit unsigned integer 
value. The repeat count is set to one. In the left example, an AD0WINT interrupt will be generated if the 
ADC0 conversion word (ADC0H:ADC0L) is within the range defined by ADC0GTH:ADC0GTL and 
ADC0LTH:ADC0LTL (if 0x0100 < ADC0H:ADC0L < 0x0200). In the right example, and AD0WINT interrupt 
will be generated if the ADC0 conversion word is outside of the range defined by the ADC0GT and 
ADC0LT registers (if ADC0H:ADC0L < 0x0100 or ADC0H:ADC0L > 0x0200). Figure 5.7 shows an exam-
ple using left-justified data with the same comparison values.

SFR Definition 5.11. ADC0LTH: ADC0 Less-Than Data High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name ADC0LTH[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 ADC0LTH[7:0] ADC0 Less-Than Data Word High-Order Bits.

SFR Definition 5.12. ADC0LTL: ADC0 Less-Than Data Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name ADC0LTL[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 ADC0LTL[7:0] ADC0 Less-Than Data Word Low-Order Bits.
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Digital Supply Current—CPU Inactive (Idle Mode, not fetching instructions from Flash)

IDD
4 VDD = 2.1 V, F = 200 kHz — 50 — µA

VDD = 2.1 V, F = 1.5 MHz — 410 — µA

VDD = 2.1 V, F = 25 MHz — 6.5 8.0 mA

VDD = 2.1 V, F = 50 MHz — 13 16 mA

IDD
4 VDD = 2.6 V, F = 200 kHz — 67 — µA

VDD = 2.6 V, F = 1.5 MHz — 530 — µA

VDD = 2.6 V, F = 25 MHz — 8.0 15 mA

VDD = 2.6 V, F = 50 MHz — 16 25 mA

IDD Supply Sensitivity4 F = 25 MHz — 55 —
%/V

F = 1 MHz — 58 —

IDD Frequency Sensitivity 4.6 VDD = 2.1V, F < 12.5 MHz, T = 25 °C — 0.26 —

mA/MHz
VDD = 2.1V, F > 12.5 MHz, T = 25 °C — 0.26 —

VDD = 2.6V, F < 12.5 MHz, T = 25 °C — 0.34 —

VDD = 2.6V, F > 12.5 MHz, T = 25 °C — 0.34 —

Digital Supply Current4 

(Stop or Suspend Mode)

Oscillator not running,
VDD Monitor Disabled

µATemp = 25 °C — 1 —

Temp = 60 °C — 6 —

Temp= 125 °C — 70 —

Table 6.2. Global Electrical Characteristics  (Continued)
–40 to +125 °C, 24 MHz system clock unless otherwise specified.

Parameter Conditions Min Typ Max Units

Notes:
1. Given in Table 6.4 on page 52.
2. VIO should not be lower than the VDD voltage.
3. SYSCLK must be at least 32 kHz to enable debugging.
4. Guaranteed by characterization. Does not include oscillator supply current.
5. IDD estimation for different frequencies.
6. Idle IDD estimation for different frequencies.
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SFR Address = 0xBB; SFR Page = 0x00; 

SFR Definition 6.3. ADC0MX: ADC0 Channel Select

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0
Name ADC0MX[5:0]
Type R R R/W
Reset 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1

Bit Name Function

7:6 Unused Read = 00b; Write = Don’t Care.

5:0 AMX0P[5:0] AMUX0 Positive Input Selection.

000000: P0.0

000001: P0.1

000010: P0.2

000011: P0.3

000100: P0.4

000101: P0.5

000110: P0.6

000111: P0.7

001000: P1.0

001001: P1.1

001010: P1.2

001011: P1.3

001100: P1.4

001101: P1.5

001110: P1.6

001111: P1.7

010000: P2.0

010001: P2.1

010010: P2.2 (Only available on 32-pin package devices)

010011: P2.3 (Only available on 32-pin package devices)

010100: P2.4 (Only available on 32-pin package devices)

010101: P2.5 (Only available on 32-pin package devices)

010110: P2.6 (Only available on 32-pin package devices)

010111: P2.7 (Only available on 32-pin package devices)

011000: P3.0 (Only available on 32-pin package devices)

011001–101111: Reserved

110000: Temp Sensor

110001: VDD

110010–111111: GND
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Figure 9.2. External Capacitors for Voltage Regulator Input/Output—Regulator Disabled

SFR Address = 0xC9; SFR Page = 0x00

SFR Definition 9.1. REG0CN: Regulator Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name REGDIS Reserved REG0MD DROPOUT

Type R/W R/W R R/W R R R R

Reset 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 REGDIS Voltage Regulator Disable Bit.

0: Voltage Regulator Enabled
1: Voltage Regulator Disabled

6 Reserved Read = 1b; Must Write 1b.

5 Unused Read = 0b; Write = Don’t Care.

4 REG0MD Voltage Regulator Mode Select Bit. 

0: Voltage Regulator Output is 2.1V.
1: Voltage Regulator Output is 2.6V.

3:1 Unused Read = 000b. Write = Don’t Care.

0 DROPOUT Voltage Regulator Dropout Indicator.

0: Voltage Regulator is not in dropout
1: Voltage Regulator is in or near dropout.

VREGIN

VDDVDD

4.7 µF .1 µF



C8051F54x

108 Rev. 1.1

13.2.  Interrupt Register Descriptions
The SFRs used to enable the interrupt sources and set their priority level are described in this section. 
Refer to the data sheet section associated with a particular on-chip peripheral for information regarding 
valid interrupt conditions for the peripheral and the behavior of its interrupt-pending flag(s).
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SFR Address = 0xE6; SFR Page = All Pages

SFR Definition 13.3. EIE1: Extended Interrupt Enable 1

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name ELIN0 ET3 ECP1 ECP0 EPCA0 EADC0 EWADC0 ESMB0

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 ELIN0 Enable LIN0 Interrupt.

This bit sets the masking of the LIN0 interrupt.
0: Disable LIN0 interrupts.
1: Enable interrupt requests generated by the LIN0INT flag.

6 ET3 Enable Timer 3 Interrupt.

This bit sets the masking of the Timer 3 interrupt.
0: Disable Timer 3 interrupts.
1: Enable interrupt requests generated by the TF3L or TF3H flags.

5 ECP1 Enable Comparator1 (CP1) Interrupt.

This bit sets the masking of the CP1 interrupt.
0: Disable CP1 interrupts.
1: Enable interrupt requests generated by the CP1RIF or CP1FIF flags.

4 ECP0 Enable Comparator0 (CP0) Interrupt.

This bit sets the masking of the CP0 interrupt.
0: Disable CP0 interrupts.
1: Enable interrupt requests generated by the CP0RIF or CP0FIF flags.

3 EPCA0 Enable Programmable Counter Array (PCA0) Interrupt.

This bit sets the masking of the PCA0 interrupts.
0: Disable all PCA0 interrupts.
1: Enable interrupt requests generated by PCA0.

2 EADC0 Enable ADC0 Conversion Complete Interrupt.

This bit sets the masking of the ADC0 Conversion Complete interrupt.
0: Disable ADC0 Conversion Complete interrupt.
1: Enable interrupt requests generated by the AD0INT flag.

1 EWADC0 Enable Window Comparison ADC0 Interrupt. 

This bit sets the masking of ADC0 Window Comparison interrupt.
0: Disable ADC0 Window Comparison interrupt.
1: Enable interrupt requests generated by ADC0 Window Compare flag (AD0WINT).

0 ESMB0 Enable SMBus (SMB0) Interrupt. 

This bit sets the masking of the SMB0 interrupt.
0: Disable all SMB0 interrupts.
1: Enable interrupt requests generated by SMB0.
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SFR Address = 0xF6; SFR Page = 0x00 and 0x0F

SFR Definition 13.4. EIP1: Extended Interrupt Priority 1

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PLIN0 PT3 PCP1 PCP0 PPCA0 PADC0 PWADC0 PSMB0

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 PLIN0 LIN0 Interrupt Priority Control. 

This bit sets the priority of the LIN0 interrupt.
0: LIN0 interrupts set to low priority level.
1: LIN0 interrupts set to high priority level.

6 PT3 Timer 3 Interrupt Priority Control. 

This bit sets the priority of the Timer 3 interrupt.
0: Timer 3 interrupts set to low priority level.
1: Timer 3 interrupts set to high priority level.

5 PCP1 Comparator0 (CP1) Interrupt Priority Control.

This bit sets the priority of the CP1 interrupt.
0: CP1 interrupt set to low priority level.
1: CP1 interrupt set to high priority level.

4 PCP0 Comparator0 (CP0) Interrupt Priority Control.

This bit sets the priority of the CP0 interrupt.
0: CP0 interrupt set to low priority level.
1: CP0 interrupt set to high priority level.

3 PPCA0 Programmable Counter Array (PCA0) Interrupt Priority Control.

This bit sets the priority of the PCA0 interrupt.
0: PCA0 interrupt set to low priority level.
1: PCA0 interrupt set to high priority level.

2 PADC0 ADC0 Conversion Complete Interrupt Priority Control.

This bit sets the priority of the ADC0 Conversion Complete interrupt.
0: ADC0 Conversion Complete interrupt set to low priority level.
1: ADC0 Conversion Complete interrupt set to high priority level.

1 PWADC0 ADC0 Window Comparator Interrupt Priority Control.

This bit sets the priority of the ADC0 Window interrupt.
0: ADC0 Window interrupt set to low priority level.
1: ADC0 Window interrupt set to high priority level.

0 PSMB0 SMBus (SMB0) Interrupt Priority Control.

This bit sets the priority of the SMB0 interrupt.
0: SMB0 interrupt set to low priority level.
1: SMB0 interrupt set to high priority level.
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14.2.  Non-volatile Data Storage
The Flash memory can be used for non-volatile data storage as well as program code. This allows data 
such as calibration coefficients to be calculated and stored at run time. Data is written using the MOVX 
write instruction and read using the MOVC instruction. Note: MOVX read instructions always target XRAM.

14.3.  Security Options
The CIP-51 provides security options to protect the Flash memory from inadvertent modification by soft-
ware as well as to prevent the viewing of proprietary program code and constants. The Program Store 
Write Enable (bit PSWE in register PSCTL) and the Program Store Erase Enable (bit PSEE in register 
PSCTL) bits protect the Flash memory from accidental modification by software. PSWE must be explicitly 
set to 1 before software can modify the Flash memory; both PSWE and PSEE must be set to 1 before soft-
ware can erase Flash memory. Additional security features prevent proprietary program code and data 
constants from being read or altered across the C2 interface.

A Security Lock Byte located at the last byte of Flash user space offers protection of the Flash program 
memory from access (reads, writes, or erases) by unprotected code or the C2 interface. The Flash security 
mechanism allows the user to lock n 512-byte Flash pages, starting at page 0 (addresses 0x0000 to 
0x01FF), where n is the ones complement number represented by the Security Lock Byte. Note that the 
page containing the Flash Security Lock Byte is unlocked when no other Flash pages are locked 
(all bits of the Lock Byte are 1) and locked when any other Flash pages are locked (any bit of the 
Lock Byte is 0). See example in Figure 14.1.

Figure 14.1. Flash Program Memory Map

Lock Byte Page

Locked Flash Pages

Access limit set 
according to the 
FLASH security 

lock byte

Lock Byte  

Reserved Area
 

Unlocked FLASH Pages

Locked when 
any other FLASH 
pages are locked

 

Security Lock Byte: 11111101b
1s Complement: 00000010b
Flash pages locked: 3 (First two Flash pages + Lock Byte Page)
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15.  Power Management Modes

The C8051F54x devices have three software programmable power management modes: Idle, Stop, and 
Suspend. Idle mode and Stop mode are part of the standard 8051 architecture, while Suspend mode is an 
enhanced power-saving mode implemented by the high-speed oscillator peripheral. 

Idle mode halts the CPU while leaving the peripherals and clocks active. In Stop mode, the CPU is halted, 
all interrupts and timers (except the Missing Clock Detector) are inactive, and the internal oscillator is 
stopped (analog peripherals remain in their selected states; the external oscillator is not affected). Sus-
pend mode is similar to Stop mode in that the internal oscillator and CPU are halted, but the device can 
wake on events such as a Port Match or Comparator low output. Since clocks are running in Idle mode, 
power consumption is dependent upon the system clock frequency and the number of peripherals left in 
active mode before entering Idle. Stop mode and Suspend mode consume the least power because the 
majority of the device is shut down with no clocks active. SFR Definition 15.1 describes the Power Control 
Register (PCON) used to control the C8051F54x devices’ Stop and Idle power management modes. Sus-
pend mode is controlled by the SUSPEND bit in the OSCICN register (SFR Definition 17.2).

Although the C8051F54x has Idle, Stop, and Suspend modes available, more control over the device 
power can be achieved by enabling/disabling individual peripherals as needed. Each analog peripheral 
can be disabled when not in use and placed in low power mode. Digital peripherals, such as timers or 
serial buses, draw little power when they are not in use. Turning off oscillators lowers power consumption 
considerably, at the expense of reduced functionality.

15.1.  Idle Mode
Setting the Idle Mode Select bit (PCON.0) causes the hardware to halt the CPU and enter Idle mode as 
soon as the instruction that sets the bit completes execution. All internal registers and memory maintain 
their original data. All analog and digital peripherals can remain active during Idle mode.

Idle mode is terminated when an enabled interrupt is asserted or a reset occurs. The assertion of an 
enabled interrupt will cause the Idle Mode Selection bit (PCON.0) to be cleared and the CPU to resume 
operation. The pending interrupt will be serviced and the next instruction to be executed after the return 
from interrupt (RETI) will be the instruction immediately following the one that set the Idle Mode Select bit. 
If Idle mode is terminated by an internal or external reset, the CIP-51 performs a normal reset sequence 
and begins program execution at address 0x0000.

Note: If the instruction following the write of the IDLE bit is a single-byte instruction and an interrupt occurs 
during the execution phase of the instruction that sets the IDLE bit, the CPU may not wake from Idle mode 
when a future interrupt occurs. Therefore, instructions that set the IDLE bit should be followed by an 
instruction that has two or more opcode bytes, for example:

// in ‘C’:
PCON |= 0x01;                   // set IDLE bit
PCON = PCON;                    // ... followed by a 3-cycle dummy instruction

; in assembly:
ORL PCON, #01h                  ; set IDLE bit
MOV PCON, PCON                  ; ... followed by a 3-cycle dummy instruction

If enabled, the Watchdog Timer (WDT) will eventually cause an internal watchdog reset and thereby termi-
nate the Idle mode. This feature protects the system from an unintended permanent shutdown in the event 
of an inadvertent write to the PCON register. If this behavior is not desired, the WDT may be disabled by 
software prior to entering the Idle mode if the WDT was initially configured to allow this operation. This pro-
vides the opportunity for additional power savings, allowing the system to remain in the Idle mode indefi-
nitely, waiting for an external stimulus to wake up the system. Refer to Section “16.6. PCA Watchdog Timer 
Reset” on page 133 for more information on the use and configuration of the WDT.
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Indirect Address = 0x09

LIN Register Definition 19.6. LIN0ST: LIN0 Status Register

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name ACTIVE IDLTOUT ABORT DTREQ LININT ERROR WAKEUP DONE

Type R R R R R R R R

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 ACTIVE LIN Active Indicator Bit. 

0: No transmission activity detected on the LIN bus.
1: Transmission activity detected on the LIN bus.

6 IDLT Bus Idle Timeout Bit. (slave mode only)

0: The bus has not been idle for four seconds.
1: No bus activity has been detected for four seconds, but the bus is not yet in Sleep 
mode. 

5 ABORT Aborted Transmission Bit. (slave mode only)

0: The current transmission has not been interrupted or stopped. This bit is reset to 0 
after receiving a SYNCH BREAK that does not interrupt a pending transmission.
1: New SYNCH BREAK detected before the end of the last transmission or the STOP 
bit (LIN0CTRL.7) has been set. 

4 DTREQ Data Request Bit. (slave mode only)

0: Data identifier has not been received.
1: Data identifier has been received.

3 LININT Interrupt Request Bit. 

0: An interrupt is not pending. This bit is cleared by setting RSTINT (LIN0CTRL.3)
1: There is a pending LIN0 interrupt.

2 ERROR Communication Error Bit. 

0: No error has been detected. This bit is cleared by setting RSTERR (LIN0CTRL.2)
1: An error has been detected.

1 WAKEUP Wakeup Bit. 

0: A wakeup signal is not being transmitted and has not been received. 
1: A wakeup signal is being transmitted or has been received

0 DONE Transmission Complete Bit. 

0: A transmission is not in progress or has not been started. This bit is cleared at the 
start of a transmission.
1: The current transmission is complete.
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The SMBCS1–0 bits select the SMBus clock source, which is used only when operating as a master or 
when the Free Timeout detection is enabled. When operating as a master, overflows from the selected 
source determine the absolute minimum SCL low and high times as defined in Equation 20.1. Note that the 
selected clock source may be shared by other peripherals so long as the timer is left running at all times. 
For example, Timer 1 overflows may generate the SMBus and UART baud rates simultaneously. Timer 
configuration is covered in Section “23. Timers” on page 227.

Equation 20.1. Minimum SCL High and Low Times

The selected clock source should be configured to establish the minimum SCL High and Low times as per 
Equation 20.1. When the interface is operating as a master (and SCL is not driven or extended by any 
other devices on the bus), the typical SMBus bit rate is approximated by Equation 20.2.

Equation 20.2. Typical SMBus Bit Rate

Figure 20.4 shows the typical SCL generation described by Equation 20.2. Notice that THIGH is typically 
twice as large as TLOW. The actual SCL output may vary due to other devices on the bus (SCL may be 
extended low by slower slave devices, or driven low by contending master devices). The bit rate when 
operating as a master will never exceed the limits defined by equation Equation 20.1.

Figure 20.4. Typical SMBus SCL Generation

Setting the EXTHOLD bit extends the minimum setup and hold times for the SDA line. The minimum SDA 
setup time defines the absolute minimum time that SDA is stable before SCL transitions from low-to-high. 
The minimum SDA hold time defines the absolute minimum time that the current SDA value remains stable 
after SCL transitions from high-to-low. EXTHOLD should be set so that the minimum setup and hold times 

Table 20.1. SMBus Clock Source Selection

SMBCS1 SMBCS0 SMBus Clock Source

0 0 Timer 0 Overflow

0 1 Timer 1 Overflow

1 0 Timer 2 High Byte Overflow

1 1 Timer 2 Low Byte Overflow

THighMin TLowMin
1

fClockSourceOverflow
-------------------------------------------------= =

BitRate
fClockSourceOverflow

3
-------------------------------------------------=

SCL

Timer Source
Overflows

SCL High TimeoutTLow THigh
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21.3.  Configuration and Operation

UART0 provides standard asynchronous, full duplex communication. It can operate in a point-to-point 
serial communications application, or as a node on a multi-processor serial interface. To operate in a point-
to-point application, where there are only two devices on the serial bus, the MCE0 bit in SMOD0 should be 
cleared to 0. For operation as part of a multi-processor communications bus, the MCE0 and XBE0 bits 
should both be set to 1. In both types of applications, data is transmitted from the microcontroller on the 
TX0 pin, and received on the RX0 pin. The TX0 and RX0 pins are configured using the crossbar and the 
Port I/O registers, as detailed in Section “18. Port Input/Output” on page 147.

In typical UART communications, The transmit (TX) output of one device is connected to the receive (RX) 
input of the other device, either directly or through a bus transceiver, as shown in Figure 21.5.

Figure 21.5. Typical UART Interconnect Diagram

21.3.1. Data Transmission

Data transmission is double-buffered and begins when software writes a data byte to the SBUF0 register. 
Writing to SBUF0 places data in the Transmit Holding Register, and the Transmit Holding Register Empty 
flag (THRE0) will be cleared to ‘0’. If the UART’s shift register is empty (i.e. no transmission in progress), 
the data will be placed in the Transmit Holding Register until the current transmission is complete. The TI0 
Transmit Interrupt Flag (SCON0.1) will be set at the end of any transmission (the beginning of the stop-bit 
time). If enabled, an interrupt will occur when TI0 is set.

If the extra bit function is enabled (XBE0 = ‘1’) and the parity function is disabled (PE0 = ‘0’), the value of 
the TBX0 (SCON0.3) bit will be sent in the extra bit position. When the parity function is enabled (PE0 = 1), 
hardware will generate the parity bit according to the selected parity type (selected with S0PT[1:0]), and 
append it to the data field. Note: when parity is enabled, the extra bit function is not available.

21.3.2. Data Reception

Data reception can begin any time after the REN0 Receive Enable bit (SCON0.4) is set to logic 1. After the 
stop bit is received, the data byte will be stored in the receive FIFO if the following conditions are met: the 
receive FIFO (3 bytes deep) must not be full, and the stop bit(s) must be logic 1. In the event that the 
receive FIFO is full, the incoming byte will be lost, and a Receive FIFO Overrun Error will be generated 
(OVR0 in register SCON0 will be set to logic 1). If the stop bit(s) were logic 0, the incoming data will not be 
stored in the receive FIFO. If the reception conditions are met, the data is stored in the receive FIFO, and 
the RI0 flag will be set. Note: when MCE0 = 1, RI0 will only be set if the extra bit was equal to 1. Data can 
be read from the receive FIFO by reading the SBUF0 register. The SBUF0 register represents the oldest 
byte in the FIFO. After SBUF0 is read, the next byte in the FIFO is immediately loaded into SBUF0, and 
space is made available in the FIFO for another incoming byte. If enabled, an interrupt will occur when RI0 
is set. RI0 can only be cleared to ‘0’ by software when there is no more information in the FIFO. The rec-
ommended procedure to empty the FIFO contents is:

OR
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SFR Address = 0xA1; SFR Page = 0x00

SFR Definition 22.1. SPI0CFG: SPI0 Configuration

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SPIBSY MSTEN CKPHA CKPOL SLVSEL NSSIN SRMT RXBMT

Type R R/W R/W R/W R R R R

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1

Bit Name Function

7 SPIBSY SPI Busy.

This bit is set to logic 1 when a SPI transfer is in progress (master or slave mode).

6 MSTEN Master Mode Enable. 

0: Disable master mode. Operate in slave mode.
1: Enable master mode. Operate as a master.

5 CKPHA SPI0 Clock Phase.

0: Data centered on first edge of SCK period.*

1: Data centered on second edge of SCK period.*

4 CKPOL SPI0 Clock Polarity. 

0: SCK line low in idle state.
1: SCK line high in idle state.

3 SLVSEL Slave Selected Flag. 

This bit is set to logic 1 whenever the NSS pin is low indicating SPI0 is the selected 
slave. It is cleared to logic 0 when NSS is high (slave not selected). This bit does 
not indicate the instantaneous value at the NSS pin, but rather a de-glitched ver-
sion of the pin input.

2 NSSIN NSS Instantaneous Pin Input. 

This bit mimics the instantaneous value that is present on the NSS port pin at the 
time that the register is read. This input is not de-glitched.

1 SRMT Shift Register Empty (valid in slave mode only).

This bit will be set to logic 1 when all data has been transferred in/out of the shift 
register, and there is no new information available to read from the transmit buffer 
or write to the receive buffer. It returns to logic 0 when a data byte is transferred to 
the shift register from the transmit buffer or by a transition on SCK. SRMT = 1 when 
in Master Mode.

0 RXBMT Receive Buffer Empty (valid in slave mode only).

This bit will be set to logic 1 when the receive buffer has been read and contains no 
new information. If there is new information available in the receive buffer that has 
not been read, this bit will return to logic 0. RXBMT = 1 when in Master Mode.

Note: In slave mode, data on MOSI is sampled in the center of each data bit. In master mode, data on MISO is 
sampled one SYSCLK before the end of each data bit, to provide maximum settling time for the slave device. 
See Table 22.1 for timing parameters.
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SFR Address = 0xF8; Bit-Addressable; SFR Page = 0x00

SFR Definition 22.2. SPI0CN: SPI0 Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SPIF WCOL MODF RXOVRN NSSMD[1:0] TXBMT SPIEN

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

Bit Name Function

7 SPIF SPI0 Interrupt Flag.

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware at the end of a data transfer. If interrupts are 
enabled, setting this bit causes the CPU to vector to the SPI0 interrupt service rou-
tine. This bit is not automatically cleared by hardware. It must be cleared by soft-
ware.

6 WCOL Write Collision Flag. 

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware (and generates a SPI0 interrupt) to indicate a 
write to the SPI0 data register was attempted while a data transfer was in progress. 
It must be cleared by software.

5 MODF Mode Fault Flag.

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware (and generates a SPI0 interrupt) when a mas-
ter mode collision is detected (NSS is low, MSTEN = 1, and NSSMD[1:0] = 01). 
This bit is not automatically cleared by hardware. It must be cleared by software.

4 RXOVRN Receive Overrun Flag (valid in slave mode only).

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware (and generates a SPI0 interrupt) when the 
receive buffer still holds unread data from a previous transfer and the last bit of the 
current transfer is shifted into the SPI0 shift register. This bit is not automatically 
cleared by hardware. It must be cleared by software.

3:2 NSSMD[1:0] Slave Select Mode.

Selects between the following NSS operation modes: 
(See Section 22.2 and Section 22.3).
00: 3-Wire Slave or 3-Wire Master Mode. NSS signal is not routed to a port pin.
01: 4-Wire Slave or Multi-Master Mode (Default). NSS is an input to the device.
1x: 4-Wire Single-Master Mode. NSS signal is mapped as an output from the 
device and will assume the value of NSSMD0.

1 TXBMT Transmit Buffer Empty.

This bit will be set to logic 0 when new data has been written to the transmit buffer. 
When data in the transmit buffer is transferred to the SPI shift register, this bit will 
be set to logic 1, indicating that it is safe to write a new byte to the transmit buffer.

0 SPIEN SPI0 Enable. 

0: SPI disabled.
1: SPI enabled.
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23.1.  Timer 0 and Timer 1
Each timer is implemented as a 16-bit register accessed as two separate bytes: a low byte (TL0 or TL1) 
and a high byte (TH0 or TH1). The Counter/Timer Control register (TCON) is used to enable Timer 0 and 
Timer 1 as well as indicate status. Timer 0 interrupts can be enabled by setting the ET0 bit in the IE regis-
ter (Section “13.2. Interrupt Register Descriptions” on page 108); Timer 1 interrupts can be enabled by set-
ting the ET1 bit in the IE register (Section “13.2. Interrupt Register Descriptions” on page 108). Both 
counter/timers operate in one of four primary modes selected by setting the Mode Select bits T1M1–T0M0 
in the Counter/Timer Mode register (TMOD). Each timer can be configured independently. Each operating 
mode is described below.

23.1.1. Mode 0: 13-bit Counter/Timer

Timer 0 and Timer 1 operate as 13-bit counter/timers in Mode 0. The following describes the configuration 
and operation of Timer 0. However, both timers operate identically, and Timer 1 is configured in the same 
manner as described for Timer 0.

The TH0 register holds the eight MSBs of the 13-bit counter/timer. TL0 holds the five LSBs in bit positions 
TL0.4–TL0.0. The three upper bits of TL0 (TL0.7–TL0.5) are indeterminate and should be masked out or 
ignored when reading. As the 13-bit timer register increments and overflows from 0x1FFF (all ones) to 
0x0000, the timer overflow flag TF0 (TCON.5) is set and an interrupt will occur if Timer 0 interrupts are 
enabled. 

The C/T0 bit (TMOD.2) selects the counter/timer's clock source. When C/T0 is set to logic 1, high-to-low 
transitions at the selected Timer 0 input pin (T0) increment the timer register (Refer to Section 
“18.3. Priority Crossbar Decoder” on page 150 for information on selecting and configuring external I/O 
pins). Clearing C/T selects the clock defined by the T0M bit (CKCON.3). When T0M is set, Timer 0 is 
clocked by the system clock. When T0M is cleared, Timer 0 is clocked by the source selected by the Clock 
Scale bits in CKCON (see SFR Definition 23.1).

Setting the TR0 bit (TCON.4) enables the timer when either GATE0 (TMOD.3) is logic 0 or the input signal 
INT0 is active as defined by bit IN0PL in register IT01CF (see SFR Definition 13.7). Setting GATE0 to 1 
allows the timer to be controlled by the external input signal INT0 (see Section “13.2. Interrupt Register 
Descriptions” on page 108), facilitating pulse width measurements.

Setting TR0 does not force the timer to reset. The timer registers should be loaded with the desired initial 
value before the timer is enabled.

TL1 and TH1 form the 13-bit register for Timer 1 in the same manner as described above for TL0 and TH0. 
Timer 1 is configured and controlled using the relevant TCON and TMOD bits just as with Timer 0. The 
input signal INT1 is used with Timer 1; the INT1 polarity is defined by bit IN1PL in register IT01CF (see 
SFR Definition 13.7).

TR0 GATE0 INT0 Counter/Timer

0 X X Disabled

1 0 X Enabled

1 1 0 Disabled

1 1 1 Enabled

Note: X = Don't Care
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24.  Programmable Counter Array

The Programmable Counter Array (PCA0) provides enhanced timer functionality while requiring less CPU 
intervention than the standard 8051 counter/timers. The PCA consists of a dedicated 16-bit counter/timer 
and six 16-bit capture/compare modules. Each capture/compare module has its own associated I/O line 
(CEXn) which is routed through the Crossbar to Port I/O when enabled. The counter/timer is driven by a 
programmable timebase that can select between six sources: system clock, system clock divided by four, 
system clock divided by twelve, the external oscillator clock source divided by 8, Timer 0 overflows, or an 
external clock signal on the ECI input pin. Each capture/compare module may be configured to operate 
independently in one of six modes: Edge-Triggered Capture, Software Timer, High-Speed Output, Fre-
quency Output, 8 to 11-Bit PWM, or 16-Bit PWM (each mode is described in Section 
“24.3. Capture/Compare Modules” on page 252). The external oscillator clock option is ideal for real-time 
clock (RTC) functionality, allowing the PCA to be clocked by a precision external oscillator while the inter-
nal oscillator drives the system clock. The PCA is configured and controlled through the system controller's 
Special Function Registers. The PCA block diagram is shown in Figure 24.1

Important Note: The PCA Module 5 may be used as a watchdog timer (WDT), and is enabled in this mode 
following a system reset. Access to certain PCA registers is restricted while WDT mode is enabled. 
See Section 24.4 for details.

Figure 24.1. PCA Block Diagram
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SFR Addresses: PCA0CPM0 = 0xDA, PCA0CPM1 = 0xDB, PCA0CPM2 = 0xDC; PCA0CPM3 = 0xDD, 
PCA0CPM4 = 0xDE, PCA0CPM5 = 0xDF, SFR Page (all registers) = 0x00

SFR Definition 24.4. PCA0CPMn: PCA Capture/Compare Mode

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PWM16n ECOMn CAPPn CAPNn MATn TOGn PWMn ECCFn

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 PWM16n 16-bit Pulse Width Modulation Enable.

This bit enables 16-bit mode when Pulse Width Modulation mode is enabled.
0: 8 to 11-bit PWM selected.
1: 16-bit PWM selected.

6 ECOMn Comparator Function Enable. 

This bit enables the comparator function for PCA module n when set to 1.

5 CAPPn Capture Positive Function Enable. 

This bit enables the positive edge capture for PCA module n when set to 1. 

4 CAPNn Capture Negative Function Enable. 

This bit enables the negative edge capture for PCA module n when set to 1. 

3 MATn Match Function Enable. 

This bit enables the match function for PCA module n when set to 1. When enabled, 
matches of the PCA counter with a module's capture/compare register cause the CCFn 
bit in PCA0MD register to be set to logic 1. 

2 TOGn Toggle Function Enable. 

This bit enables the toggle function for PCA module n when set to 1. When enabled, 
matches of the PCA counter with a module's capture/compare register cause the logic 
level on the CEXn pin to toggle. If the PWMn bit is also set to logic 1, the module oper-
ates in Frequency Output Mode.

1 PWMn Pulse Width Modulation Mode Enable.

This bit enables the PWM function for PCA module n when set to 1. When enabled, a 
pulse width modulated signal is output on the CEXn pin. 8 to 11-bit PWM is used if 
PWM16n is cleared; 16-bit mode is used if PWM16n is set to logic 1. If the TOGn bit is 
also set, the module operates in Frequency Output Mode.

0 ECCFn Capture/Compare Flag Interrupt Enable. 

This bit sets the masking of the Capture/Compare Flag (CCFn) interrupt. 
0: Disable CCFn interrupts.
1: Enable a Capture/Compare Flag interrupt request when CCFn is set.

Note: When the WDTE bit is set to 1, the PCA0CPM5 register cannot be modified, and module 5 acts as the 
watchdog timer. To change the contents of the PCA0CPM5 register or the function of module 5, the Watchdog 
Timer must be disabled.


