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Understanding Embedded - Microprocessors

Embedded microprocessors are specialized computing
chips designed to perform specific tasks within an
embedded system. Unlike general-purpose
microprocessors found in personal computers, embedded
microprocessors are tailored for dedicated functions within
larger systems, offering optimized performance, efficiency,
and reliability. These microprocessors are integral to the
operation of countless electronic devices, providing the
computational power necessary for controlling processes,
handling data, and managing communications.

Applications of Embedded - Microprocessors

Embedded microprocessors are utilized across a broad
spectrum of applications, making them indispensable in
modern technology. In consumer electronics, they power
devices such as smartphones, tablets, and smart home
appliances, enabling advanced features and connectivity.
In the automotive industry, embedded microprocessors are
critical for engine control units (ECUs), infotainment
systems, and advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS).
Industrial automation relies on these microprocessors for
controlling machinery, managing production lines, and
ensuring safety protocols. Medical devices, including
diagnostic equipment and patient monitoring systems,
depend on embedded microprocessors for accurate data
processing and reliable performance. Additionally,
embedded microprocessors are used in
telecommunications, aerospace, and defense applications,
where precision and dependability are paramount.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
Microprocessors

Embedded microprocessors can be categorized into
several common subcategories based on their
architecture, performance, and intended application.
These include:

General-Purpose Microprocessors: Designed for
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance and flexibility.

Application-Specific Integrated Circuits
(ASICs): Custom-designed for specific tasks,
providing optimal performance for particular
applications.

Digital Signal Processors (DSPs): Specialized for
real-time signal processing tasks, ideal for audio,
video, and communication systems.

System on Chip (SoC): Integrates the
microprocessor with other system components, such
as memory and peripherals, on a single chip for
compact and efficient designs.

Types of Embedded - Microprocessors

Details

Product Status Obsolete

Core Processor Z8S180

Number of Cores/Bus Width 1 Core, 8-Bit

Speed 20MHz

Co-Processors/DSP -

RAM Controllers DRAM

Graphics Acceleration No

Display & Interface Controllers -

Ethernet -

SATA -

USB -

Voltage - I/O 5.0V

Operating Temperature 0°C ~ 70°C (TA)

Security Features -

Package / Case 64-DIP (0.750", 19.05mm)

Supplier Device Package 64-DIP
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Power connections follow the conventional descriptions be-
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When +1% =�0, the timing of the +143 and 4& signals match
the timing of the Z80. The +143 and 4& signals go active
as a result of the rising edge of T2. (Figure 12.)

*#.6�CPF�.QY�2QYGT�1RGTCVKPI�/QFGU��Th e
Z8S180/Z8L180 can operate in seven modes with respect
to activity and power consumption:

Normal Operation

*#.6 Mode

+15612 Mode

5.''2 Mode

5;56'/�5612 Mode

+&.' Mode

56#0&$; Mode (with or without 37+%-� 4'%18�
'4;)

0QTOCN�1RGTCVKQP��In this state, the Z8S180/Z8L180 pro-
cessor is fetching and running a program. All enabled func-
tions and portions of the device are active, and the *#.6
pin is High.

*#.6�/QFG��This mode is entered by the *#.6 instruc-
tion. Thereafter, the Z8S180/Z8L180 processor continually
fetches the following opcode but does not execute it and
drives the *#.6, 56 and /� pins all Low. The oscillator
and 2*+ pin remain Active. Interrupts and bus granting to
external Masters, and DRAM refresh can occur, and all on-
chip I/O devices continue to operate including the DMA
channels.
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While the Z8S180/Z8L180 is in +&.' mode, it grants the bus
to an external Master if the BREXT bit (CCR5) is 1. Figure
16 depicts the timing for this sequence. 

0QVG� A response to a bus request takes 8 clock cycles longer
than in normal operation.

After the external Master negates the Bus Request, the
Z8S180/Z8L180 disables the 2*+ clock and remains in +&.'
mode.

(KIWTG ��� <�5����<�.����+&.'�/QFG�'ZKV�&WG�6Q�'ZVGTPCN�+PVGTTWRV

2*+

6� 6� 6�

0/+

#�� #�

*#.6

/�

1REQFG�(GVEJ�QT�+PVGTTWRV
#EMPQYNGFIG�%[ENG

(((((*

+&.'�/QFG

6�

����%[ENG�&GNC[�HTQO�+06K�#UUGTVGF

+06���+06���+06�

QT



<�5����<�.���
'PJCPEGF�<����/KETQRTQEGUUQT ZiLOG

�� 2�4�'�.�+�/�+�0�#�4�; &5�������</2����

56#0&#4&�6'56�%10&+6+105

The following standard test conditions apply to DC Char-
acteristics, unless otherwise noted. All voltages are refer-
enced to VSS (0V). Positive current flows into the refer-
enced pin.

All AC parameters assume a load capacitance of 100 pF.
Add a 10-ns delay for each 50-pF increase in load up to a
maximum of 200 pF for the data bus and 100 pF for the ad-
dress and control lines. AC timing measurements are ref-
erenced to VOL MAX or VOL MIN as indicated in Figures 20
through 30 (except for %.1%-, which is referenced to the
10% and 90% points). Ordering Information lists temper-
ature ranges and product numbers. Find package drawings
in Package Information.

#$51.76'�/#:+/7/�4#6+0)5

0QVG� Permanent damage may occur if maximum ratings are
exceeded. Normal operation should be under recom-
mended operating conditions. If these conditions are ex-
ceeded, it could affect reliability.
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$KV���.0+1��This bit controls the drive capability of certain
external I/O pins of the Z8S180/Z8L180. When this bit is
set to 1, the output drive capability of the following pins is
reduced to 33 percent of the original drive capability:

$KV���.0%27%6.��This bit controls the drive capability of
the CPU Control pins. When this bit is set to 1, the output
drive capability of the following pins is reduced to 33 per-
cent of the original drive capability:

$KV���.0#&�&#6#��This bit controls the drive capability of
the Address/Data bus output drivers. If this bit is set to 1,
the output drive capability of the Address and Data bus out-
puts is reduced to 33 percent of its original drive capability.

465� 6Z5
%-#��6'0&� %-#��&4'3�
6:#� 6:#�
6'0&K %-5

$75#%- 4&
94 /�
/4'3 +143
4(5* *#.6
' 6'56
56



<�5����<�.���
'PJCPEGF�<����/KETQRTQEGUUQT ZiLOG

�� 2�4�'�.�+�/�+�0�#�4�; &5�������</2����

#5%+�56#675�4')+56'4����

Each ASCI channel status register (56#6���) allows inter-
rogation of ASCI communication, error and modem control

signal status, and the enabling or disabling of ASCI inter-
rupts.

4&4(��4GEGKXG�&CVC�4GIKUVGT�(WNN�
$KV�����4&4( is set to
1 when an incoming data byte is loaded into an empty 4Z
(+(1. If a framing or parity error occurs, 4&4( is still set
and the receive data (which generated the error) is still load-
ed into the (+(1. 4&4( is cleared to�0 by reading 4&4 and
most recently received character in the (+(1 from +15612
mode, during 4'5'6 and for #5%+� if the &%&� input is
auto-enabled and is negated (High).

1840��1XGTTWP�'TTQT�
$KV�����An overrun condition oc-
curs if the receiver finishes assembling a character but the
4Z�(+(1 is full so there is no room for the character. How-
ever, this status bit is not set until the most recent character
received before the overrun becomes the oldest byte in the
(+(1. This bit is cleared when software writes a 1 to the
'(4 bit in the %06.# register. The bit may also be cleared
by 4'5'6 in +15612 mode or #5%+� if the &%&� pin is
auto enabled and is negated (High).

0QVG� When an overrun occurs, the receiver does not place the
character in the shift register into the (+(1, nor any sub-
sequent characters, until the most recent good character
enters the top of the (+(1 so that 1840 is set. Software
then writes a 1 to '(4 to clear it.

2'��2CTKV[�'TTQT�
$KV�����A parity error is detected when
parity checking is enabled.When the /1&� bit in the

%06.# register is 1, a character is assembled in which the
parity does not match the 2'1 bit in the %06.$ register.
However, this status bit is not set until or unless the error
character becomes the oldest one in the 4Z�(+(1. 2' is
cleared when software writes a 1 to the '(4 bit in the
%064.# register. 2' is also cleared by 4'5'6 in +15612
mode, or on #5%+�, if the &%&� pin is auto-enabled and is
negated (High).

('��(TCOKPI�'TTQT�
$KV�����A framing error is detected
when the stop bit of a character is sampled as ��52#%'.
However, this status bit is not set until/unless the error char-
acter becomes the oldest one in the 4Z�(+(1. (' is cleared
when software writes a 1 to the '(4 bit in the %06.# reg-
ister. (' is also cleared by 4'5'6 in +15612 mode, or on
#5%+�, if the &%&� pin is auto-enabled and is negated
(High).

4'+��4GEGKXG�+PVGTTWRV�'PCDNG�
$KV�����4+' should be set to
1 to enable ASCI receive interrupt requests. When 4+' is
1, the Receiver requests an interrupt when a character is re-
ceived and 4&4( is set, but only if neither DMA channel
requires its request-routing field to be set to receive data
from this ASCI. That is, if 5/� � are �� and 5#4�� ��
are ��, or &+/� is 1 and +#4�� �� are ��, then ASCI1
does not request an interrupt for 4&4(. If 4+' is 1, either
ASCI requests an interrupt when 1840, 2' or (' is set, and

(KIWTG ��� #5%+�5VCVWU�4GIKUVGTU

$KV

4&4( 1840

4 4 4�9

2'

� � � � � � � �

(' 4' &%&� 6&4' 6+'

4 4

#5%+�5VCVWU�4GIKUVGT���
56#6���+�1�#FFTGUU�����*�

4 4 4�9

$KV

4&4( 1840

4 4�9

2'

� � � � � � � �

(' 4' 6&4' 6+'

4 4

#5%+�5VCVWU�4GIKUVGT���
56#6���+�1�#FFTGUU�����*�

4 4 4�9

%65�'

4�9
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#5%+� requests an interrupt when &%&� goes High. 4+' is
cleared to�0 by 4'5'6.

&%&���&CVC�%CTTKGT�&GVGEV�
$KV���56#6����This bit is set
to 1 when the pin is High. It is cleared to�0 on the first
4'#& of 56#6� following the pin’s transition from High
to Low and during 4'5'6. When bit 6 of the #5':6� reg-
ister is�0 to select auto-enabling, and the pin is negated
(High), the receiver is reset and its operation is inhibited.

%65�'��%NGCT�6Q�5GPF�
$KV���56#6����Channel 1 fea-
tures an external %65� input, which is multiplexed with the
receive data pin 45: for the CSI/O. Setting this bit to 1
selects the %65� function; clearing the bit to�0 selects the
4:5 function.

6&4'��6TCPUOKV�&CVC�4GIKUVGT�'ORV[�
$KV�����6&4'��
1 indicates that the 6&4 is empty and the next transmit data
byte is written to 6&4. After the byte is written to 6&4,
6&4' is cleared to�0 until the ASCI transfers the byte from
6&4 to the 654 and then 6&4' is again set to 1. 6&4' is
set to 1 in +15612 mode and during 4'5'6. On ASCI0,
if the %65� pin is auto-enabled in the #5':6� register and
the pin is High, 6&4' is reset to 0.

6+'��6TCPUOKV�+PVGTTWRV�'PCDNG�
$KV�����6+' should be set
to 1 to enable ASCI transmit interrupt requests. If 6+'��
1, an interrupt is requested when 6&4'�� 1. 6+' is cleared
to�0 during 4'5'6.

#5%+�64#05/+6�&#6#�4')+56'45

Register addresses 06H and 07H hold the ASCI transmit
data for channel 0 and channel 1, respectively.

#5%+�6TCPUOKV�&CVC�4GIKUVGTU�%JCPPGN��

/PGOQPKE�6&4�
#FFTGUU���*

#5%+�6TCPUOKV�&CVC�4GIKUVGTU�%JCPPGN��

/PGOQPKE�6&4�
#FFTGUU���*

(KIWTG ��� #5%+�4GIKUVGT

#5%+�6TCPUOKV

� � � � � � � �

�%JCPPGN��
(KIWTG ��� #5%+�4GIKUVGT

#5%+�6TCPUOKV

� � � � � � � �

�%JCPPGN��
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Register addresses 08H and 09H hold the ASCI receive data
for channel 0 and channel 1, respectively.

#5%+�4GEGKXG�4GIKUVGT�%JCPPGN��

/PGOQPKE�4&4�
#FFTGUU���*

#5%+�4GEGKXG�4GIKUVGT�%JCPPGN��

/PGOQPKE�4&4�
#FFTGUU���*

%5+�1�%10641.�56#675�4')+56'4

The CSI/O Control/Status Register (%064) is used to mon-
itor CSI/O status, enable and disable the CSI/O, enable and

disable interrupt generation, and select the data clock speed
and source.

'(��'PF�(NCI�
$KV�����'( is set to 1 by the CSI/O to indicate
completion of an 8-bit data transmit or receive operation.
If End Interrupt Enable�('+') bit = 1 when '( is set to 1,
a CPU interrupt request is generated. Program access of
64&4 only occurs if '(�� 1. The CSI/O clears '( to�0 when
64&4 is read or written. '( is cleared to�0 during 4'5'6
and +15612 mode.

'+'��'PF�+PVGTTWRV�'PCDNG�
$KV�����'+' is set to 1 to gen-
erate a CPU interrupt request. The interrupt request is in-
hibited if '+' is reset to 0. '+' is cleared to�0 during 4'5'6.

4'��4GEGKXG�'PCDNG�
$KV�����A CSI/O receive operation is
started by setting 4' to 1. When 4' is set to 1, the data clock
is enabled. In internal clock mode, the data clock is output
from the %-5 pin. In external clock mode, the clock is input
on the %-5 pin. In either case, data is shifted in on the 4:5

pin in synchronization with the (internal or external) data
clock. After receiving 8 bits of data, the CSI/O automati-
cally clears 4' to�0, '( is set to 1, and an interrupt (if enabled
by '+'����) is generated. 4' and 6' are never both set to
1 at the same time. 4' is cleared to�0 during 4'5'6 and
+15612 mode.

6'��6TCPUOKV�'PCDNG�
$KV�����A CSI/O transmit operation
is started by setting 6' to 1. When 6' is set to 1, the data
clock is enabled. When in internal clock mode, the data
clock is output from the %-5 pin. In external clock mode,
the clock is input on the %-5 pin. In either case, data is shift-
ed out on the 6:5 pin synchronous with the (internal or ex-
ternal) data clock. After transmitting 8 bits of data, the
CSI/O automatically clears 6' to�0, sets '( to 1, and re-
quests an interrupt if enabled by '+'�� 1. 6' and 4' are

(KIWTG ��� #5%+�4GEGKXG�4GIKUVGT�%JCPPGN��

#5%+�6TCPUOKV�&CVC

� � � � � � � �

(KIWTG ��� #5%+�4GEGKXG�4GIKUVGT�%JCPPGN��

#5%+�6TCPUOKV�&CVC

� � � � � � � �

(KIWTG ��� %5+�1�%QPVTQN�4GIKUVGT�
%064��+�1�#FFTGUU������#*�

$KV

�'( '+'

4�9 4�9 4�9

4'

� � � � � � � �

6' AA 55� 55� 55�

4 4�9 4�9 4�9
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The ASCI Extension Control Registers (#5':6� and
#5':6�) control functions that have been added to the

ASCIs in the Z8S180/Z8L180 family. All bits in this
register reset to 0.

&%&��&KUCDNG�
$KV����#5%+��1PN[���If this bit is�0, then
the &%&� pin auto-enables the ASCI0 receiver, such that
when the pin is negated/High, the Receiver is held in a 4'�
5'6 state. If this bit is 1, the state of the &%&-pin has no
effect on receiver operation. In either state of this bit, soft-
ware can read the state of the &%&� pin in the 56#6� reg-
ister, and the receiver interrupts on a rising edge of &%&�.

%65��&KUCDNG�
$KV����#5%+��1PN[���If this bit is�0, then the
%65� pin auto-enables the #5%+1 transmitter, in that when
the pin is negated/High, the 6&4' bit in the 56#6� register
is forced to 0. If this bit is 1, the state of the %65� pin has
no effect on the transmitter. Regardless of the state of this
bit, software can read the state of the %65� pin the %06.$�
register.

:��
$KV�����If this bit is 1, the clock from the Baud Rate
Generator or %-# pin is taken as a 1X-bit clock (sometimes
called isochronous mode). In this mode, receive data on the
4:# pin must be synchronized to the clock on the %-# pin,
regardless of whether %-# is an input or an output. If this
bit is�0, the clock from the Baud Rate Generator or %-#
pin is divided by 16 or 64 per the &4 bit in the %06.$ reg-
ister, to obtain the actual bit rate. In this mode, receive data
on the 4:# pin is not required to be synchronized to a clock.

$4)�/QFG�
$KV�����If the 55� � bits in the %06.$ register
are not ���, and this bit is�0, the ASCI Baud Rate Generator

divides 2*+ by 10 or 30, depending on the 25 bit in %06.$,
and factored by a power of two (selected by the 55� � bits),
to obtain the clock that is presented to the transmitter and
receiver and output on the %-# pin. If 55� � are not ���,
and this bit is 1, the Baud Rate Generator divides 2*+ by
twice the sum of the 16-bit value (programmed into the
Time Constant registers) and 2. This mode is identical to
the operation of the baud rate generator in the '5%%.

$TGCM�'PCDNG�
$KV�����If this bit is 1, the receiver detects
$4'#- conditions and report them in bit 1, and the trans-
mitter sends $4'#-s under the control of bit 0.

$TGCM�&GVGEV�
$KV�����The receiver sets this read-only bit to
1 when an all-zero character with a Framing Error becomes
the oldest character in the 4Z�(+(1. The bit is cleared when
software writes a�0 to the '(4 bit in %06.# register, also
by 4'5'6, by +15612 mode, and for #5%+�, if the &%&�
pin is auto-enabled and is negated (High).

5GPF�$TGCM�
$KV�����If this bit and bit 2 are both 1, the trans-
mitter holds the 6:# pin Low to send a $4'#- condition.
The duration of the $4'#- is under software control (one
of the PRTs or CTCs can be used to time it). This bit resets
to�0, in which state 6:# carries the serial output of the trans-
mitter.

(KIWTG ��� #5%+�'ZVGPUKQP�%QPVTQN�4GIKUVGTU��%JCPPGNU���CPF��

$KV

&%&�

� � � � � � � �

:� $4)� $TGCM $TGCM 5GPF

#5%+�'ZVGPUKQP�%QPVTQN�4GIKUVGT���
#5':6��+�1�#FFTGUU�����*�

%65�
/QFG 'PCDNG $TGCM

$KV � � � � � � � �

:� $4)� $TGCM $TGCM 5GPF
/QFG 'PCDNG $TGCM

#5%+�'ZVGPUKQP�%QPVTQN�4GIKUVGT���
#5':6��+�1�#FFTGUU�����*�

4GUGTXGF

4GUGTXGF 4GUGTXGF 4GUGTXGF

&KUCDNG &KUCDNG
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$KV����:��%NQEM�/WNVKRNKGT�/QFG��When this bit is set to 1,
the programmer can double the internal clock speed from
the speed of the external clock. This feature only operates
effectively with frequencies of 10–16 MHz (20–32 MHz in-
ternal). When this bit is set to�0, the Z8S180/Z8L180 device
operates in normal mode. At power-up, this feature is dis-
abled.

$KV����.QY�0QKUG�%T[UVCN�1RVKQP��Setting this bit to 1 en-
ables the low-noise option for the ':6#. and :6#. pins.
This option reduces the gain in addition to reducing the out-
put drive capability to 30% of its original drive capability.
The Low Noise Crystal Option is recommended in the use
of crystals for PCMCIA applications, where the crystal may
be driven too hard by the oscillator. Setting this bit to�0 is
selected for normal operation of the ':6#. and :6#. pins.
The default for this bit is 0.

0QVG� Operating restrictions for device operation are listed be-
low. If a low-noise option is required, and normal device
operation is required, use the clock multiplier feature.(KIWTG ��� %NQEM�/WNVKRNKGT�4GIKUVGT

� � �� � �

� � � � � � �

��

�

�

4'5'48'&

.19�01+5'�%4;56#.

:��%.1%-�/7.6+2.+'4

6CDNG ��� .QY�0QKUG�1RVKQP

.QY�0QKUG
#&&4��'��DKV������

0QTOCN
#&&4��'��DKV������

���/*\�"����8�����u% ���/*\�"����8�����u%
���/*\�"����8�����u% ���/*\�"����8�����u%
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All 64#2U occur after fetching an undefined second opcode
byte following one of the prefix opcodes (CBH, DDH, EDH,
or FDH) or after fetching an undefined third opcode byte
following one of the double-prefix opcodes (DDCBH or
FDCBH).

The state of the Undefined Fetch Object (7(1) bit in +6%
allows 64#2 software to correctly adjust the stacked PC, de-
pending on whether the second or third byte of the opcode
generated the 64#2. If 7(1���0, the starting address of
the invalid instruction is the stacked 2% �. If 7(1�� 1, the
starting address of the invalid instruction is equal to the
stacked 2% �.

(KIWTG ��� 64#2�6KOKPI �PF�1REQFG�7PFGHKPGF

6� 6� 6� 662 6K 6K 6K 6K 6K 6� 6� 6� 6� 6� 6�6� 6�

#� #���
#���

2*+

&� &�

2% ����*52��

7PFGHKPGF

/4'3

/�

4&

94

6�

52��

1REQFG

2%* 2%.

�PF�1REQFG
(GVEJ�%[ENG

2%�5VCEMKPI
1REQFG
(GVEJ�%[ENG

4GUVCTV�
HTQO�����*



<�5����<�.���
ZiLOG 'PJCPEGF�<����/KETQRTQEGUUQT

&5�������</2���� 2�4�'�.�+�/�+�0�#�4�; ��

2#%-#)'�+0(14/#6+10
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