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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Symbol Description Condition (V) Overshoot Duration as % of High Time Unit

Vi (AC) AC input voltage

3.8 100 %
3.85 68 %
3.9 45 %

3.95 28 %
4 15 %

4.05 13 %
4.1 11 %

4.15 9 %
4.2 8 %

4.25 7 %
4.3 5.4 %

4.35 3.2 %
4.4 1.9 %

4.45 1.1 %
4.5 0.6 %

4.55 0.4 %
4.6 0.2 %

Recommended Operating Conditions

This section lists the functional operation limits for the AC and DC parameters for Arria V devices.

Recommended Operating Conditions

Table 1-3: Recommended Operating Conditions for Arria V Devices

This table lists the steady-state voltage values expected from Arria V devices. Power supply ramps must all be strictly monotonic, without plateaus.

1-4 Recommended Operating Conditions
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Symbol Description Condition Minimum(1) Typical Maximum(1) Unit

VCC Core voltage power supply
–C4, –I5, –C5, –C6 1.07 1.1 1.13 V

–I3 1.12 1.15 1.18 V

VCCP
Periphery circuitry, PCIe hard IP block,
and transceiver PCS power supply

–C4, –I5, –C5, –C6 1.07 1.1 1.13 V
–I3 1.12 1.15 1.18 V

VCCPGM Configuration pins power supply

3.3 V 3.135 3.3 3.465 V
3.0 V 2.85 3.0 3.15 V
2.5 V 2.375 2.5 2.625 V
1.8 V 1.71 1.8 1.89 V

VCC_AUX Auxiliary supply — 2.375 2.5 2.625 V
VCCBAT

(2) Battery back-up power supply

(For design security volatile key register)

— 1.2 — 3.0 V

VCCPD
(3) I/O pre-driver power supply

3.3 V 3.135 3.3 3.465 V
3.0 V 2.85 3.0 3.15 V
2.5 V 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

(1) The power supply value describes the budget for the DC (static) power supply tolerance and does not include the dynamic tolerance requirements.
Refer to the PDN tool for the additional budget for the dynamic tolerance requirements.

(2) If you do not use the design security feature in Arria V devices, connect VCCBAT to a 1.5-V, 2.5-V, or 3.0-V power supply. Arria V power-on reset
(POR) circuitry monitors VCCBAT. Arria V devices do not exit POR if VCCBAT is not powered up.

(3) VCCPD must be 2.5 V when VCCIO is 2.5, 1.8, 1.5, 1.35, 1.25, or 1.2 V. VCCPD must be 3.0 V when VCCIO is 3.0 V. VCCPD must be 3.3 V when VCCIO is
3.3 V.
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Table 1-31: Transceiver-FPGA Fabric Interface Specifications for Arria V GT and ST Devices

Symbol/Description
Transceiver Speed Grade 3

Unit
Min Max

Interface speed (PMA direct mode) 50 153.6(56), 161(57) MHz
Interface speed (single-width mode) 25 187.5 MHz
Interface speed (double-width mode) 25 163.84 MHz

Related Information

• CTLE Response at Data Rates > 3.25 Gbps across Supported AC Gain and DC Gain on page 1-35
• CTLE Response at Data Rates ≤ 3.25 Gbps across Supported AC Gain and DC Gain on page 1-36

(56) The maximum frequency when core transceiver local routing is selected.
(57) The maximum frequency when core transceiver network routing (GCLK, RCLK, or PCLK) is selected.

1-34 Transceiver Specifications for Arria V GT and ST Devices
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Symbol VOD Setting(58) VOD Value (mV) VOD Setting(58) VOD Value (mV)

25 500 53 1060
26 520 54 1080
27 540 55 1100
28 560 56 1120
29 580 57 1140
30 600 58 1160
31 620 59 1180
32 640 60 1200
33 660

Transmitter Pre-Emphasis Levels

The following table lists the simulation data on the transmitter pre-emphasis levels in dB for the first post tap under the following conditions:

• Low-frequency data pattern—five 1s and five 0s
• Data rate—2.5 Gbps

The levels listed are a representation of possible pre-emphasis levels under the specified conditions only and the pre-emphasis levels may change
with data pattern and data rate.

Arria V devices only support 1st post tap pre-emphasis with the following conditions:

• The 1st post tap pre-emphasis settings must satisfy |B| + |C| ≤ 60 where |B| = VOD setting with termination value, RTERM = 100 Ω and |C| = 1st
post tap pre-emphasis setting.

• |B| – |C| > 5 for data rates < 5 Gbps and |B| – |C| > 8.25 for data rates > 5 Gbps.
• (VMAX/VMIN – 1)% < 600%, where VMAX = |B| + |C| and VMIN = |B| – |C|.

Exception for PCIe Gen2 design: VOD setting = 43 and pre-emphasis setting = 19 are allowed for PCIe Gen2 design with transmit de-emphasis –
6dB setting (pipe_txdeemp = 1’b0) using Altera PCIe Hard IP and PIPE IP cores.

(58) Convert these values to their binary equivalent form if you are using the dynamic reconfiguration mode for PMA analog controls.

1-38 Transmitter Pre-Emphasis Levels
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Table 1-34: Transceiver Compliance Specification for All Supported Protocol for Arria V GX, GT, SX, and ST Devices

Protocol Sub-protocol Data Rate (Mbps)

PCIe
PCIe Gen1 2,500
PCIe Gen2 5,000
PCIe Cable 2,500

XAUI XAUI 2135 3,125

Serial RapidIO® (SRIO)

SRIO 1250 SR 1,250
SRIO 1250 LR 1,250
SRIO 2500 SR 2,500
SRIO 2500 LR 2,500
SRIO 3125 SR 3,125
SRIO 3125 LR 3,125
SRIO 5000 SR 5,000
SRIO 5000 MR 5,000
SRIO 5000 LR 5,000

SRIO_6250_SR 6,250
SRIO_6250_MR 6,250
SRIO_6250_LR 6,250
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

fOUT_EXT
Output frequency for external clock
output

–3 speed grade — — 670(63) MHz
–4 speed grade — — 670(63) MHz
–5 speed grade — — 622(63) MHz
–6 speed grade — — 500(63) MHz

tOUTDUTY Duty cycle for external clock output
(when set to 50%)

— 45 50 55 %

tFCOMP External feedback clock compensation
time

— — — 10 ns

tDYCONFIGCLK Dynamic configuration clock for mgmt_
clk and scanclk

— — — 100 MHz

tLOCK Time required to lock from end-of-
device configuration or deassertion of
areset

— — — 1 ms

tDLOCK Time required to lock dynamically
(after switchover or reconfiguring any
non-post-scale counters/delays)

— — — 1 ms

fCLBW PLL closed-loop bandwidth
Low — 0.3 — MHz

Medium — 1.5 — MHz
High(64) — 4 — MHz

tPLL_PSERR Accuracy of PLL phase shift — — — ±50 ps
tARESET Minimum pulse width on the areset

signal
— 10 — — ns

tINCCJ
(65)(66) Input clock cycle-to-cycle jitter

FREF ≥ 100 MHz — — 0.15 UI (p-p)
FREF < 100 MHz — — ±750 ps (p-p)

(64) High bandwidth PLL settings are not supported in external feedback mode.
(65) A high input jitter directly affects the PLL output jitter. To have low PLL output clock jitter, you must provide a clean clock source with jitter < 120 ps.
(66) FREF is fIN/N, specification applies when N = 1.
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Table 1-38: Memory Block Performance Specifications for Arria V Devices

Memory Mode
Resources Used Performance

Unit
ALUTs Memory –I3, –C4 –I5, –C5 –C6

MLAB

Single port, all supported widths 0 1 500 450 400 MHz
Simple dual-port, all supported widths 0 1 500 450 400 MHz
Simple dual-port with read and write at
the same address

0 1 400 350 300 MHz

ROM, all supported width — — 500 450 400 MHz

M10K
Block

Single-port, all supported widths 0 1 400 350 285 MHz
Simple dual-port, all supported widths 0 1 400 350 285 MHz
Simple dual-port with the read-during-
write option set to Old Data, all supported
widths

0 1 315 275 240 MHz

True dual port, all supported widths 0 1 400 350 285 MHz
ROM, all supported widths 0 1 400 350 285 MHz

Internal Temperature Sensing Diode Specifications

Table 1-39: Internal Temperature Sensing Diode Specifications for Arria V Devices

Temperature Range Accuracy Offset Calibrated
Option

Sampling Rate Conversion
Time

Resolution Minimum Resolution with no
Missing Codes

–40 to 100°C ±8°C No 1 MHz < 100 ms 8 bits 8 bits

Periphery Performance
This section describes the periphery performance, high-speed I/O, and external memory interface.

Actual achievable frequency depends on design and system specific factors. Ensure proper timing closure in your design and perform HSPICE/IBIS
simulations based on your specific design and system setup to determine the maximum achievable frequency in your system.
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Symbol Condition
–I3, –C4 –I5, –C5 –C6

Unit
Min Typ Max Min Typ Max Min Typ Max

TCCS

True Differential I/O
Standards

— — 150 — — 150 — — 150 ps

Emulated Differential
I/O Standards

— — 300 — — 300 — — 300 ps

Receiver

True Differential I/O
Standards - fHSDRDPA
(data rate)

SERDES factor J =3 to
10(76)

150 — 1250 150 — 1250 150 — 1050 Mbps

SERDES factor J ≥ 8
with DPA(76)(78)

150 — 1600 150 — 1500 150 — 1250 Mbps

fHSDR (data rate)

SERDES factor J = 3
to 10

(77) — (83) (77) — (83) (77) — (83) Mbps

SERDES factor J = 1
to 2, uses DDR

registers

(77) — (79) (77) — (79) (77) — (79) Mbps

DPA Mode DPA run length — — — 10000 — — 10000 — — 10000 UI
Soft-CDR
Mode

Soft-CDR ppm tolerance — — — 300 — — 300 — — 300 ±ppm

Non-DPA
Mode

Sampling Window — — — 300 — — 300 — — 300 ps

(83) You can estimate the achievable maximum data rate for non-DPA mode by performing link timing closure analysis. You must consider the board
skew margin, transmitter delay margin, and receiver sampling margin to determine the maximum data rate supported.
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Memory Output Clock Jitter Specifications

Table 1-45: Memory Output Clock Jitter Specifications for Arria V Devices

The memory output clock jitter measurements are for 200 consecutive clock cycles, as specified in the JEDEC DDR2/DDR3 SDRAM standard.

The memory output clock jitter is applicable when an input jitter of 30 ps (p-p) is applied with bit error rate (BER) 10–12, equivalent to 14 sigma.

Altera recommends using the UniPHY intellectual property (IP) with PHYCLK connections for better jitter performance.

Parameter Clock Network Symbol
–I3, –C4 –I5, –C5 –C6

Unit
Min Max Min Max Min Max

Clock period jitter PHYCLK tJIT(per) –41 41 –50 50 –55 55 ps
Cycle-to-cycle period jitter PHYCLK tJIT(cc) 63 90 94 ps

OCT Calibration Block Specifications

Table 1-46: OCT Calibration Block Specifications for Arria V Devices

Symbol Description Min Typ Max Unit

OCTUSRCLK Clock required by OCT calibration blocks — — 20 MHz
TOCTCAL Number of OCTUSRCLK clock cycles required for RS

OCT/RT OCT calibration
— 1000 — Cycles

TOCTSHIFT Number of OCTUSRCLK clock cycles required for OCT
code to shift out

— 32 — Cycles

TRS_RT Time required between the dyn_term_ctrl and oe
signal transitions in a bidirectional I/O buffer to
dynamically switch between RS OCT and RT OCT

— 2.5 — ns
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Figure 1-9: SPI Master Timing Diagram

SPI_SS

SPI_CLK (scpol = 0)

SPI_MOSI (scph = 1)

SPI_MISO (scph = 1)

Tdssfrst

SPI_CLK (scpol = 1)

SPI_MOSI (scph = 0)

SPI_MISO (scph = 0)

Tdio

Tdio

Tdsslst

Tsu
Th

Tsu
Th

Table 1-53: SPI Slave Timing Requirements for Arria V Devices

The setup and hold times can be used for Texas Instruments SSP mode and National Semiconductor Microwire mode.
Symbol Description Min Max Unit

Tclk CLK clock period 20 — ns
Ts MOSI Setup time 5 — ns
Th MOSI Hold time 5 — ns
Tsuss Setup time SPI_SS valid before first clock edge 8 — ns
Thss Hold time SPI_SS valid after last clock edge 8 — ns
Td MISO output delay — 6 ns

AV-51002
2017.02.10 SPI Timing Characteristics 1-63

Arria V GX, GT, SX, and ST Device Datasheet Altera Corporation

Send Feedback

mailto:TechDocFeedback@altera.com?subject=Feedback%20on%20Arria%20V%20GX,%20GT,%20SX,%20and%20ST%20Device%20Datasheet%20(AV-51002%202017.02.10)&body=We%20appreciate%20your%20feedback.%20In%20your%20comments,%20also%20specify%20the%20page%20number%20or%20paragraph.%20Thank%20you.


HPS JTAG Timing Specifications

Table 1-62: HPS JTAG Timing Parameters and Values for Arria V Devices

Symbol Description Min Max Unit

tJCP TCK clock period 30 — ns
tJCH TCK clock high time 14 — ns
tJCL TCK clock low time 14 — ns
tJPSU (TDI) TDI JTAG port setup time 2 — ns
tJPSU (TMS) TMS JTAG port setup time 3 — ns
tJPH JTAG port hold time 5 — ns
tJPCO JTAG port clock to output — 12(90) ns
tJPZX JTAG port high impedance to valid output — 14(90) ns
tJPXZ JTAG port valid output to high impedance — 14(90) ns

Configuration Specifications
This section provides configuration specifications and timing for Arria V devices.

POR Specifications

Table 1-63: Fast and Standard POR Delay Specification for Arria V Devices

POR Delay Minimum Maximum Unit

Fast 4 12(91) ms

(90) A 1-ns adder is required for each VCCIO _HPS voltage step down from 3.0 V. For example, tJPCO= 13 ns if VCCIO _HPS of the TDO I/O bank = 2.5 V, or
14 ns if it equals 1.8 V.

(91) The maximum pulse width of the fast POR delay is 12 ms, providing enough time for the PCIe hard IP to initialize after the POR trip.
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POR Delay Minimum Maximum Unit

Standard 100 300 ms

Related Information
MSEL Pin Settings
Provides more information about POR delay based on MSEL pin settings for each configuration scheme.

FPGA JTAG Configuration Timing

Table 1-64: FPGA JTAG Timing Parameters and Values for Arria V Devices

Symbol Description Min Max Unit

tJCP TCK clock period 30, 167(92) — ns
tJCH TCK clock high time 14 — ns
tJCL TCK clock low time 14 — ns
tJPSU (TDI) TDI JTAG port setup time 2 — ns
tJPSU (TMS) TMS JTAG port setup time 3 — ns
tJPH JTAG port hold time 5 — ns
tJPCO JTAG port clock to output — 12(93) ns
tJPZX JTAG port high impedance to valid output — 14(93) ns
tJPXZ JTAG port valid output to high impedance — 14(93) ns

(92) The minimum TCK clock period is 167 ns if VCCBAT is within the range 1.2 V – 1.5 V when you perform the volatile key programming.
(93) A 1-ns adder is required for each VCCIO voltage step down from 3.0 V. For example, tJPCO= 13 ns if VCCIO of the TDO I/O bank = 2.5 V, or 14 ns if

it equals 1.8 V.

1-76 FPGA JTAG Configuration Timing
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Term Definition

Transmitter Output Waveforms

Single-Ended Waveform

Differential Waveform

Positive Channel (p) = VOH

Negative Channel (n) = VOL

Ground

VOD

VOD

VOD

p - n = 0 V

VCM

fHSCLK Left/right PLL input clock frequency.
fHSDR High-speed I/O block—Maximum/minimum LVDS data transfer rate (fHSDR =1/TUI), non-DPA.
fHSDRDPA High-speed I/O block—Maximum/minimum LVDS data transfer rate (fHSDRDPA =1/TUI), DPA.
J High-speed I/O block—Deserialization factor (width of parallel data bus).
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Date Version Changes

July 2014 3.8 � Updated Table 21.
� Updated Table 22 VOCM (DC Coupled) condition.
� Updated the DCLK note to Figure 6, Figure 7, and Figure 9.
� Added note to Table 5 and Table 6.
� Added the DCLK speci�cation to Table 50.
� Added note to Table 51.
� Updated the list of parameters in Table 53.

February 2014 3.7 Updated Table 28.

December 2013 3.6 � Updated Table 2, Table 13, Table 18, Table 19, Table 22, Table 30, Table 33, Table 37, Table 38, Table 45,
Table 46, Table 47, Table 56, Table 49.

� Updated �PLL Speci�cations�.

August 2013 3.5 Updated Table 28.

August 2013 3.4 � Removed Preliminary tags for Table 2, Table 4, Table 5, Table 14, Table 27, Table 28, Table 29, Table 31,
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Figure 2-5: LVDS Soft-CDR/DPA Sinusoidal Jitter Tolerance Specification for a Data Rate < 1.25 Gbps

0.1 UI
P-P

baud/1667 20 MHz
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Sinusoidal Jitter Amplitude

20db/dec

Non DPA Mode High-Speed I/O Specifications

Table 2-46: High-Speed I/O Specifications for Arria V GZ Devices

When J = 3 to 10, use the serializer/deserializer (SERDES) block.

When J = 1 or 2, bypass the SERDES block.

Symbol Conditions
C3, I3L C4, I4

Unit
Min Typ Max Min Typ Max

Sampling Window — — — 300 — — 300 ps
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