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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature 0°C ~ 85°C (TJ)
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Symbol Description Condition (V)
Calibration Accuracy

Unit
–I3, –C4 –I5, –C5 –C6

60-Ω and 120-Ω RT Internal parallel termination
with calibration (60-Ω and 120-
Ω setting)

VCCIO = 1.2 –10 to +40 –10 to +40 –10 to +40 %

25-Ω RS_left_shift Internal left shift series
termination with calibration
(25-Ω RS_left_shift setting)

VCCIO = 3.0, 2.5, 1.8, 1.5,
1.2

±15 ±15 ±15 %
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Symbol/Description Condition
Transceiver Speed Grade 4 Transceiver Speed Grade 6

Unit
Min Typ Max Min Typ Max

Inter-transceiver block
transmitter channel-to-
channel skew(39)

×N PMA bonded mode — — 500 — — 500 ps

https://www.altera.com/content/dam/altera-www/global/en_US/pdfs/literature/dp/arria-v/pcg-01013.pdf
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Symbol/Description Condition
Transceiver Speed Grade 3

Unit
Min Typ Max

tLTD_manual
(51) — 4 — — µs

tLTR_LTD_manual
(52) — 15 — — µs

Programmable ppm detector(53) — ±62.5, 100, 125, 200, 250, 300, 500, and 1000 ppm
Run length — — — 200 UI
Programmable equalization AC and
DC gain

AC gain setting = 0 to 3(54)

DC gain setting = 0 to 1

Refer to CTLE Response at Data Rates > 3.25 Gbps across Supported AC Gain
and DC Gain for Arria V GX, GT, SX, and ST Devices and CTLE Response at
Data Rates ≤ 3.25 Gbps across Supported AC Gain and DC Gain for Arria V

GX, GT, SX, and ST Devices diagrams.

Table 1-29: Transmitter Specifications for Arria V GT and ST Devices

Symbol/Description Condition
Transceiver Speed Grade 3

Unit
Min Typ Max

Supported I/O standards 1.5 V PCML
Data rate (6-Gbps transceiver) — 611 — 6553.6 Mbps
Data rate (10-Gbps transceiver) — 0.611 — 10.3125 Gbps
VOCM (AC coupled) — — 650 — mV
VOCM (DC coupled) ≤ 3.2 Gbps(48) 670 700 730 mV

(51) tLTD_manual
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

fIN Input clock frequency

–3 speed grade 5 — 800(61) MHz
–4 speed grade 5 — 800(61) MHz
–5 speed grade 5 — 750(61) MHz
–6 speed grade 5 — 625(61) MHz

fINPFD Integer input clock frequency to the
phase frequency detector (PFD)

— 5 — 325 MHz

fFINPFD Fractional input clock frequency to the
PFD

— 50 — 160 MHz

fVCO
(62) PLL voltage-controlled oscillator

(VCO) operating range

–3 speed grade 600 — 1600 MHz
–4 speed grade 600 — 1600 MHz
–5 speed grade 600 — 1600 MHz
–6 speed grade 600 — 1300 MHz

tEINDUTY Input clock or external feedback clock
input duty cycle

— 40 — 60 %

fOUT
Output frequency for internal global or
regional clock

–3 speed grade — — 500(63) MHz
–4 speed grade — — 500(63) MHz
–5 speed grade — — 500(63) MHz
–6 speed grade — — 400(63) MHz

(61) This specification is limited in the Quartus Prime software by the I/O maximum frequency. The maximum I/O frequency is different for each I/O
standard.

(62) The VCO frequency reported by the Quartus Prime software takes into consideration the VCO post-scale counter K value. Therefore, if the counter K
has a value of 2, the frequency reported can be lower than the fVCO specification.

(63) This specification is limited by the lower of the two: I/O fMAX or FOUT of the PLL.

1-44 PLL Specifications
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

tCASC_OUTPJ_DC
(67)(71) Period jitter for dedicated clock output

in cascaded PLLs
FOUT ≥ 100 MHz — — 175 ps (p-p)
FOUT < 100 MHz — — 17.5 mUI (p-p)

tDRIFT Frequency drift after PFDENA is disabled
for a duration of 100 µs

— — — ±10 %

dKBIT Bit number of Delta Sigma Modulator
(DSM)

— 8 24 32 bits

kVALUE Numerator of fraction — 128 8388608 2147483648 —
fRES Resolution of VCO frequency fINPFD = 100 MHz 390625 5.96 0.023 Hz

Related Information
Memory Output Clock Jitter Specifications on page 1-57
Provides more information about the external memory interface clock output jitter specifications.

(71) The cascaded PLL specification is only applicable with the following conditions:
• Upstream PLL: 0.59 MHz ≤ Upstream PLL BW < 1 MHz
• Downstream PLL: Downstream PLL BW > 2 MHz
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DSP Block Performance Specifications

Table 1-37: DSP Block Performance Specifications for Arria V Devices

Mode
Performance

Unit
–I3, –C4 –I5, –C5 –C6

Modes using One DSP
Block

Independent 9 × 9 multiplication 370 310 220 MHz
Independent 18 × 19 multiplication 370 310 220 MHz
Independent 18 × 25 multiplication 370 310 220 MHz
Independent 20 × 24 multiplication 370 310 220 MHz
Independent 27 × 27 multiplication 310 250 200 MHz
Two 18 × 19 multiplier adder mode 370 310 220 MHz
18 × 18 multiplier added summed with 36-
bit input

370 310 220 MHz

Modes using Two
DSP Blocks

Complex 18 × 19 multiplication 370 310 220 MHz

Memory Block Performance Specifications

To achieve the maximum memory block performance, use a memory block clock that comes through global clock routing from an on-chip PLL
and set to 50% output duty cycle. Use the Quartus Prime software to report timing for the memory block clocking schemes.

When you use the error detection cyclical redundancy check (CRC) feature, there is no degradation in fMAX.

1-48 DSP Block Performance Specifications
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Figure 1-9: SPI Master Timing Diagram
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Table 1-53: SPI Slave Timing Requirements for Arria V Devices

The setup and hold times can be used for Texas Instruments SSP mode and National Semiconductor Microwire mode.
Symbol Description Min Max Unit

Tclk CLK clock period 20 — ns
Ts MOSI Setup time 5 — ns
Th MOSI Hold time 5 — ns
Tsuss Setup time SPI_SS valid before first clock edge 8 — ns
Thss Hold time SPI_SS valid after last clock edge 8 — ns
Td MISO output delay — 6 ns
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Figure 1-12: USB Timing Diagram

USB_CLK
USB_STP

USB_DATA[7:0]

USB_DIR & USB_NXT

To PHY From PHY

Tsu Th

Td

Ethernet Media Access Controller (EMAC) Timing Characteristics

Table 1-56: Reduced Gigabit Media Independent Interface (RGMII) TX Timing Requirements for Arria V Devices

Symbol Description Min Typ Max Unit

Tclk (1000Base-T) TX_CLK clock period — 8 — ns
Tclk (100Base-T) TX_CLK clock period — 40 — ns
Tclk (10Base-T) TX_CLK clock period — 400 — ns
Tdutycycle TX_CLK duty cycle 45 — 55 %
Td TX_CLK to TXD/TX_CTL output data delay –0.85 — 0.15 ns

Figure 1-13: RGMII TX Timing Diagram
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Date Version Changes

December 2015 2015.12.16 • Updated Quad Serial Peripheral Interface (SPI) Flash Timing Requirements for Arria V Devices table.

• Updated Fclk, Tdutycycle, and Tdssfrst specifications.
• Added Tqspi_clk, Tdin_start, and Tdin_end specifications.
• Removed Tdinmax specifications.

• Updated the minimum specification for Tclk to 16.67 ns and removed the maximum specification in SPI
Master Timing Requirements for Arria V Devices table.

• Updated Secure Digital (SD)/MultiMediaCard (MMC) Timing Requirements for Arria V Devices table.

• Updated T clk to Tsdmmc_clk_out symbol.
• Updated Tsdmmc_clk_out and Td specifications.
• Added Tsdmmc_clk, Tsu, and Th specifications.
• Removed Tdinmax specifications.

• Updated the following diagrams:

• Quad SPI Flash Timing Diagram
• SD/MMC Timing Diagram

• Updated configuration .rbf sizes for Arria V devices.
• Changed instances of Quartus II to Quartus Prime.
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I/O Standard
VIL(DC) (V) VIH(DC) (V) VIL(AC) (V) VIH(AC) (V) VOL (V) VOH (V)

Iol (mA) Ioh (mA)
Min Max Min Max Max Min Max Min

SSTL-18
Class II

–0.3 VREF –
0.125

VREF
+ 0.125

VCCIO
+ 0.3

VREF – 0.25 VREF + 0.25 0.28 VCCIO –
0.28

13.4 –13.4

SSTL-15
Class I

— VREF – 0.1 VREF + 0.1 — VREF – 0.175 VREF + 0.175 0.2 ×
VCCIO

0.8 ×
VCCIO

8 –8

SSTL-15
Class II

— VREF – 0.1 VREF + 0.1 — VREF – 0.175 VREF + 0.175 0.2 ×
VCCIO

0.8 ×
VCCIO

16 –16

SSTL-135 
Class I, II

— VREF –
0.09

VREF + 0.09 — VREF – 0.16 VREF + 0.16 0.2 * VCCIO 0.8 * VCCIO — —

SSTL-125 
Class I, II

— VREF –
0.85

VREF + 0.85 — VREF – 0.15 VREF + 0.15 0.2 * VCCIO 0.8 * VCCIO — —

SSTL-12 
Class I, II

— VREF – 0.1 VREF + 0.1 — VREF – 0.15 VREF + 0.15 0.2 * VCCIO 0.8 * VCCIO — —

HSTL-18
Class I

— VREF – 0.1 VREF + 0.1 — VREF – 0.2 VREF + 0.2 0.4 VCCIO – 0.4 8 –8

HSTL-18
Class II

— VREF – 0.1 VREF + 0.1 — VREF – 0.2 VREF + 0.2 0.4 VCCIO – 0.4 16 –16

HSTL-15
Class I

— VREF – 0.1 VREF + 0.1 — VREF – 0.2 VREF + 0.2 0.4 VCCIO – 0.4 8 –8

HSTL-15
Class II

— VREF – 0.1 VREF + 0.1 — VREF – 0.2 VREF + 0.2 0.4 VCCIO – 0.4 16 –16

HSTL-12
Class I

–0.15 VREF –
0.08

VREF + 0.08 VCCIO
+ 0.15

VREF – 0.15 VREF + 0.15 0.25 ×
VCCIO

0.75 ×
VCCIO

8 –8

HSTL-12
Class II

–0.15 VREF –
0.08

VREF + 0.08 VCCIO
+ 0.15

VREF – 0.15 VREF + 0.15 0.25 ×
VCCIO

0.75 ×
VCCIO

16 –16

HSUL-12 — VREF –
0.13

VREF + 0.13 — VREF – 0.22 VREF + 0.22 0.1 ×
VCCIO

0.9 ×
VCCIO

— —
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Symbol/Description Conditions
Transceiver Speed Grade 2 Transceiver Speed Grade 3

Unit
Min Typ Max Min Typ Max

Transmitter REFCLK Phase
Noise (622 MHz) (141)

100 Hz — — -70 — — -70 dBc/Hz

1 kHz — — -90 — — -90 dBc/Hz

10 kHz — — -100 — — -100 dBc/Hz

100 kHz — — -110 — — -110 dBc/Hz

≥1 MHz — — -120 — — -120 dBc/Hz

Transmitter REFCLK Phase
Jitter (100 MHz) (142)

10 kHz to 1.5 MHz
(PCIe)

— — 3 — — 3 ps (rms)

RREF — — 1800 ±1% — — 1800 ±1% — Ω

Related Information
Arria V Device Overview
For more information about device ordering codes.

Transceiver Clocks

Table 2-23: Transceiver Clocks Specifications for Arria V GZ Devices

Speed grades shown refer to the PMA Speed Grade in the device ordering code. The maximum data rate could be restricted by the Core/PCS speed
grade. Contact your Altera Sales Representative for the maximum data rate specifications in each speed grade combination offered. For more
information about device ordering codes, refer to the Arria V Device Overview.

(141) To calculate the REFCLK phase noise requirement at frequencies other than 622 MHz, use the following formula: REFCLK phase noise at f(MHz) =
REFCLK phase noise at 622 MHz + 20*log(f/622).

(142) To calculate the REFCLK rms phase jitter requirement for PCIe at reference clock frequencies other than 100 MHz, use the following formula: 
REFCLK rms phase jitter at f(MHz) = REFCLK rms phase jitter at 100 MHz × 100/f.
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Symbol/Description Conditions
Transceiver Speed Grade 2 Transceiver Speed Grade 3

Unit
Min Typ Max Min Typ Max

Programmable DC gain

DC gain setting = 0 — 0 — — 0 — dB

DC gain setting = 1 — 2 — — 2 — dB

DC gain setting = 2 — 4 — — 4 — dB

DC gain setting = 3 — 6 — — 6 — dB

DC gain setting = 4 — 8 — — 8 — dB

Related Information
Arria V Device Overview
For more information about device ordering codes.

Transmitter

Table 2-25: Transmitter Specifications for Arria V GZ Devices

Speed grades shown refer to the PMA Speed Grade in the device ordering code. The maximum data rate could be restricted by the Core/PCS speed
grade. Contact your Altera Sales Representative for the maximum data rate specifications in each speed grade combination offered. For more
information about device ordering codes, refer to the Arria V Device Overview.

Symbol/Description Conditions
Transceiver Speed Grade 2 Transceiver Speed Grade 3

Unit
Min Typ Max Min Typ Max

Supported I/O Standards 1.4-V and 1.5-V PCML

Data rate (Standard PCS) — 600 — 9900 600 — 8800 Mbps

Data rate (10G PCS) — 600 — 12500 600 — 10312.5 Mbps
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Clock Network

ATX PLL CMU PLL (161) fPLL

Non-bonded
Mode (Gbps)

Bonded
Mode (Gbps)

Channel
Span

Non-bonded
Mode (Gbps)

Bonded
Mode (Gbps)

Channel
Span

Non-bonded
Mode (Gbps)

Bonded
Mode (Gbps)

Channel
Span

xN (PCIe) — 8.0 8 — 5.0 8 — — —

xN (Native PHY IP)

8.0 8.0 Up to 13
channels
above and
below PLL

7.99 7.99

Up to 13
channels
above and
below PLL

3.125 3.125

Up to 13
channels
above
and
below
PLL

— 8.01 to
9.8304

Up to 7
channels
above
and
below
PLL

Standard PCS Data Rate

Table 2-30: Standard PCS Approximate Maximum Date Rate (Gbps) for Arria V GZ Devices

The maximum data rate is also constrained by the transceiver speed grade. Refer to the “Commercial and Industrial Speed Grade Offering for Arria
V GZ Devices” table for the transceiver speed grade.

Mode (164) Transceiver
Speed Grade

PMA Width 20 20 16 16 10 10 8 8

PCS/Core Width 40 20 32 16 20 10 16 8

FIFO

2 C3, I3L
core speed grade

9.9 9 7.84 7.2 5.3 4.7 4.24 3.76

3 C4, I4
core speed grade

8.8 8.2 7.2 6.56 4.8 4.3 3.84 3.44
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DPA Mode High-Speed I/O Specifications

Table 2-42: High-Speed I/O Specifications for Arria V GZ Devices

When J = 3 to 10, use the serializer/deserializer (SERDES) block.

When J = 1 or 2, bypass the SERDES block.

Symbol Conditions
C3, I3L C4, I4

Unit
Min Typ Max Min Typ Max

DPA run length — — — 10000 — — 10000 UI

Figure 2-3: DPA Lock Time Specification with DPA PLL Calibration Enabled

rx_dpa_locked

rx_reset
DPA Lock Time

256 data transitions 96 slow clock cycles 256 data transitions 256 data transitions96 slow clock cycles

Table 2-43: DPA Lock Time Specifications for Arria V GZ Devices

The DPA lock time is for one channel.

One data transition is defined as a 0-to-1 or 1-to-0 transition.

The DPA lock time stated in this table applies to both commercial and industrial grade.

Standard Training Pattern
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Figure 2-4: LVDS Soft-CDR/DPA Sinusoidal Jitter Tolerance Specification for a Data Rate ≥ 1.25 Gbps

LVDS Soft-CDR/DPA Sinusoidal Jitter Tolerance Specification
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Jitter Frequency (Hz)
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25

Table 2-45: LVDS Soft-CDR/DPA Sinusoidal Jitter Mask Values for a Data Rate ≥ 1.25 Gbps

Jitter Frequency (Hz) Sinusoidal Jitter (UI)

F1 10,000 25.000
F2 17,565 25.000
F3 1,493,000 0.350
F4 50,000,000 0.350
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Related Information
Configuration, Design Security, and Remote System Upgrades in Arria V Devices

Initialization

Table 2-61: Initialization Clock Source Option and the Maximum Frequency for Arria V GZ Devices

Initialization Clock Source Configuration Schemes Maximum Frequency (MHz) Minimum Number of Clock Cycles

Internal Oscillator AS, PS, FPP 12.5

8576CLKUSR (222)
PS, FPP 125

AS 100

DCLK PS, FPP 125

Configuration Files
Use the following table to estimate the file size before design compilation. Different configuration file formats, such as a hexadecimal file (.hex) or
tabular text file (.ttf) format, have different file sizes.

For the different types of configuration file and file sizes, refer to the Quartus II software. However, for a specific version of the Quartus II software,
any design targeted for the same device has the same uncompressed configuration file size.

(221) To enable the CLKUSR pin as the initialization clock source and to obtain the maximum frequency specification on these pins, refer to the
“Initialization” section of the Configuration, Design Security, and Remote System Upgrades in Arria V Devices chapter.

(222) To enable CLKUSR as the initialization clock source, turn on the Enable user-supplied start-up clock (CLKUSR) option in the Quartus II software
from the General panel of the Device and Pin Options dialog box.
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