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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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2 System Summary

2.1 System Introduction

The EFM32 MCUs are the world’s most energy friendly microcontrollers. With a unique combination of
the powerful 32-bit ARM Cortex-M3, innovative low energy techniques, short wake-up time from energy
saving modes, and a wide selection of peripherals, the EFM32GG microcontroller is well suited for
any battery operated application as well as other systems requiring high performance and low-energy
consumption. This section gives a short introduction to each of the modules in general terms and also
shows a summary of the configuration for the EFM32GG390 devices. For a complete feature set and
in-depth information on the modules, the reader is referred to the EFM32GG Reference Manual.

A block diagram of the EFM32GG390 is shown in Figure 2.1 (p. 3) .

Figure 2.1. Block Diagram
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2.1.1 ARM Cortex-M3 Core

The ARM Cortex-M3 includes a 32-bit RISC processor which can achieve as much as 1.25 Dhrystone
MIPS/MHz. A Memory Protection Unit with support for up to 8 memory segments is included, as well
as a  Wake-up Interrupt Controller handling interrupts triggered while the CPU is asleep. The EFM32
implementation of the Cortex-M3 is described in detail in EFM32 Cortex-M3 Reference Manual.

2.1.2 Debug Interface (DBG)

This device includes hardware debug support through a 2-pin serial-wire debug interface  and an Em-
bedded Trace Module (ETM) for data/instruction tracing .  In addition there is also a 1-wire Serial Wire
Viewer pin which can be used to output profiling information, data trace and software-generated mes-
sages.
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2.1.3 Memory System Controller (MSC)

The Memory System Controller (MSC) is the program memory unit of the EFM32GG microcontroller.
The flash memory is readable and writable from both the Cortex-M3 and DMA. The flash memory is
divided into two blocks; the main block and the information block. Program code is normally written to
the main block. Additionally, the information block is available for special user data and flash lock bits.
There is also a read-only page in the information block containing system and device calibration data.
Read and write operations are supported in the energy modes EM0 and EM1.

2.1.4 Direct Memory Access Controller (DMA)

The Direct Memory Access (DMA) controller performs memory operations independently of the CPU.
This has the benefit of reducing the energy consumption and the workload of the CPU, and enables
the system to stay in low energy modes when moving for instance data from the USART to RAM or
from the External Bus Interface to a PWM-generating timer. The DMA controller uses the PL230 µDMA
controller licensed from ARM.

2.1.5 Reset Management Unit (RMU)

The RMU is responsible for handling the reset functionality of the EFM32GG.

2.1.6 Energy Management Unit (EMU)

The Energy Management Unit (EMU) manage all the low energy modes (EM) in EFM32GG microcon-
trollers. Each energy mode manages if the CPU and the various peripherals are available. The EMU
can also be used to turn off the power to unused SRAM blocks.

2.1.7 Clock Management Unit (CMU)

The Clock Management Unit (CMU) is responsible for controlling the oscillators and clocks on-board the
EFM32GG. The CMU provides the capability to turn on and off the clock on an individual basis to all
peripheral modules in addition to enable/disable and configure the available oscillators. The high degree
of flexibility enables software to minimize energy consumption in any specific application by not wasting
power on peripherals and oscillators that are inactive.

2.1.8 Watchdog (WDOG)

The purpose of the watchdog timer is to generate a reset in case of a system failure, to increase appli-
cation reliability. The failure may e.g. be caused by an external event, such as an ESD pulse, or by a
software failure.

2.1.9 Peripheral Reflex System (PRS)

The Peripheral Reflex System (PRS) system is a network which lets the different peripheral module
communicate directly with each other without involving the CPU. Peripheral modules which send out
Reflex signals are called producers. The PRS routes these reflex signals to consumer peripherals which
apply actions depending on the data received. The format for the Reflex signals is not given, but edge
triggers and other functionality can be applied by the PRS.

2.1.10 External Bus Interface (EBI)

The External Bus Interface provides access to external parallel interface devices such as SRAM, FLASH,
ADCs and LCDs. The interface is memory mapped into the address bus of the Cortex-M3. This enables
seamless access from software without manually manipulating the IO settings each time a read or write
is performed. The data and address lines are multiplexed in order to reduce the number of pins required
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2.1.26 Digital to Analog Converter (DAC)

The Digital to Analog Converter (DAC) can convert a digital value to an analog output voltage. The DAC
is fully differential rail-to-rail, with 12-bit resolution. It has two single ended output buffers which can be
combined into one differential output. The DAC may be used for a number of different applications such
as sensor interfaces or sound output.

2.1.27 Operational Amplifier (OPAMP)

The EFM32GG390 features 3 Operational Amplifiers. The Operational Amplifier is a versatile general
purpose amplifier with rail-to-rail differential input and rail-to-rail single ended output. The input can be set
to pin, DAC or OPAMP, whereas the output can be pin, OPAMP or ADC. The current is programmable
and the OPAMP has various internal configurations such as unity gain, programmable gain using internal
resistors etc.

2.1.28 Low Energy Sensor Interface (LESENSE)

The Low Energy Sensor Interface (LESENSETM), is a highly configurable sensor interface with support
for up to 16 individually configurable sensors. By controlling the analog comparators and DAC, LESENSE
is capable of supporting a wide range of sensors and measurement schemes, and can for instance mea-
sure LC sensors, resistive sensors and capacitive sensors. LESENSE also includes a programmable
FSM which enables simple processing of measurement results without CPU intervention. LESENSE is
available in energy mode EM2, in addition to EM0 and EM1, making it ideal for sensor monitoring in
applications with a strict energy budget.

2.1.29 Backup Power Domain

The backup power domain is a separate power domain containing a Backup Real Time Counter, BURTC,
and a set of retention registers, available in all energy modes. This power domain can be configured to
automatically change power source to a backup battery when the main power drains out. The backup
power domain enables the EFM32GG390 to keep track of time and retain data, even if the main power
source should drain out.

2.1.30 Advanced Encryption Standard Accelerator (AES)

The AES accelerator performs AES encryption and decryption with 128-bit or 256-bit keys. Encrypting or
decrypting one 128-bit data block takes 52 HFCORECLK cycles with 128-bit keys and 75 HFCORECLK
cycles with 256-bit keys. The AES module is an AHB slave which enables efficient access to the data
and key registers. All write accesses to the AES module must be 32-bit operations, i.e. 8- or 16-bit
operations are not supported.

2.1.31 General Purpose Input/Output (GPIO)

In the EFM32GG390, there are 86 General Purpose Input/Output (GPIO) pins, which are divided into
ports with up to 16 pins each. These pins can individually be configured as either an output or input. More
advanced configurations like open-drain, filtering and drive strength can also be configured individually
for the pins. The GPIO pins can also be overridden by peripheral pin connections, like Timer PWM
outputs or USART communication, which can be routed to several locations on the device. The GPIO
supports up to 16 asynchronous external pin interrupts, which enables interrupts from any pin on the
device. Also, the input value of a pin can be routed through the Peripheral Reflex System to other
peripherals.

2.2 Configuration Summary

The features of the EFM32GG390 is a subset of the feature set described in the EFM32GG Reference
Manual. Table 2.1 (p. 8)  describes device specific implementation of the features.
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Module Configuration Pin Connections

VCMP Full configuration NA

ADC0 Full configuration ADC0_CH[7:0]

DAC0 Full configuration DAC0_OUT[1:0], DAC0_OUTxALT

OPAMP Full configuration Outputs: OPAMP_OUTx,
OPAMP_OUTxALT, Inputs:
OPAMP_Px, OPAMP_Nx

AES Full configuration NA

GPIO 86 pins Available pins are shown in
Table 4.3 (p. 63)

2.3 Memory Map

The EFM32GG390 memory map is shown in Figure 2.2 (p. 9) , with RAM and Flash sizes for the
largest memory configuration.

Figure 2.2. EFM32GG390 Memory Map with largest RAM and Flash sizes



...the world's most energy friendly microcontrollers

2016-03-21 - EFM32GG390FXX - d0040_Rev1.40 12 www.silabs.com

3.4.1 EM2 Current Consumption

Figure 3.1.  EM2 current consumption. RTC1 prescaled to 1 Hz, 32.768 kHz LFRCO.

3.4.2 EM3 Current Consumption

Figure 3.2.  EM3 current consumption.

1Using backup RTC.
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3.4.3 EM4 Current Consumption

Figure 3.3.  EM4 current consumption.

3.5 Transition between Energy Modes

The transition times are measured from the trigger to the first clock edge in the CPU.

Table 3.4. Energy Modes Transitions

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

tEM10 Transition time from EM1 to EM0  0  HF-
CORE-
CLK
cycles

tEM20 Transition time from EM2 to EM0  2  µs

tEM30 Transition time from EM3 to EM0  2  µs

tEM40 Transition time from EM4 to EM0  163  µs

3.6 Power Management

The EFM32GG requires the AVDD_x, VDD_DREG and IOVDD_x pins to be connected together (with
optional filter) at the PCB level. For practical schematic recommendations, please see the application
note, "AN0002 EFM32 Hardware Design Considerations".
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Figure 3.8. Typical Low-Level Output Current, 3.8V Supply Voltage
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Figure 3.16.  Calibrated HFRCO 28 MHz Band Frequency vs Supply Voltage and Temperature
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3.9.5 AUXHFRCO

Table 3.12. AUXHFRCO

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

28 MHz frequency band 27.5 28.0 28.5 MHz

21 MHz frequency band 20.6 21.0 21.4 MHz

14 MHz frequency band 13.7 14.0 14.3 MHz

11 MHz frequency band 10.8 11.0 11.2 MHz

7 MHz frequency band 6.481 6.601 6.721 MHz

fAUXHFRCO

Oscillation frequen-
cy, VDD= 3.0 V,
TAMB=25°C

1 MHz frequency band 1.152 1.202 1.252 MHz

tAUXHFRCO_settlingSettling time after
start-up

fAUXHFRCO = 14 MHz  0.6  Cycles

DCAUXHFRCO Duty cycle fAUXHFRCO = 14 MHz 48.5 50 51 %

TUNESTEPAUX-

HFRCO

Frequency step
for LSB change in
TUNING value

  0.33  %

1For devices with prod. rev. < 19, Typ = 7MHz and Min/Max values not applicable.
2For devices with prod. rev. < 19, Typ = 1MHz and Min/Max values not applicable.
3The TUNING field in the CMU_AUXHFRCOCTRL register may be used to adjust the AUXHFRCO frequency. There is enough
adjustment range to ensure that the frequency bands above 7 MHz will always have some overlap across supply voltage and
temperature. By using a stable frequency reference such as the LFXO or HFXO, a firmware calibration routine can vary the
TUNING bits and the frequency band to maintain the AUXHFRCO frequency at any arbitrary value between 7 MHz and 28 MHz
across operating conditions.
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3.9.6 ULFRCO

Table 3.13. ULFRCO

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

fULFRCO Oscillation frequen-
cy

25°C, 3V 0.70  1.75 kHz

TCULFRCO Temperature coeffi-
cient

  0.05  %/°C

VCULFRCO Supply voltage co-
efficient

  -18.2  %/V

3.10 Analog Digital Converter (ADC)

Table 3.14. ADC

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

Single ended 0  VREF V
VADCIN Input voltage range

Differential -VREF/2  VREF/2 V

VADCREFIN Input range of exter-
nal reference volt-
age, single ended
and differential

 1.25  VDD V

VADCREFIN_CH7 Input range of ex-
ternal negative ref-
erence voltage on
channel 7

See VADCREFIN 0  VDD - 1.1 V

VADCREFIN_CH6 Input range of ex-
ternal positive ref-
erence voltage on
channel 6

See VADCREFIN 0.625  VDD V

VADCCMIN Common mode in-
put range

 0  VDD V

IADCIN Input current 2pF sampling capacitors  <100  nA

CMRRADC Analog input com-
mon mode rejection
ratio

  65  dB

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, external
reference

 351  µA

10 kSamples/s 12 bit, internal
1.25 V reference, WARMUP-
MODE in ADCn_CTRL set to
0b00

 67  µA

10 kSamples/s 12 bit, internal
1.25 V reference, WARMUP-
MODE in ADCn_CTRL set to
0b01

 63  µAIADC
Average active cur-
rent

10 kSamples/s 12 bit, internal
1.25 V reference, WARMUP-
MODE in ADCn_CTRL set to
0b10

 64  µA

IADCREF Current consump-
tion of internal volt-
age reference

Internal voltage reference  65  µA
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Figure 3.22.  ADC Absolute Offset, Common Mode = Vdd /2
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Figure 3.23.  ADC Dynamic Performance vs Temperature for all ADC References, Vdd = 3V
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Figure 3.27.  OPAMP Negative Power Supply Rejection Ratio

Figure 3.28.  OPAMP Voltage Noise Spectral Density (Unity Gain) Vout=1V

Figure 3.29.  OPAMP Voltage Noise Spectral Density (Non-Unity Gain)
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3.13 Analog Comparator (ACMP)

Table 3.17. ACMP

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

VACMPIN Input voltage range  0  VDD V

VACMPCM ACMP Common
Mode voltage range

 0  VDD V

BIASPROG=0b0000, FULL-
BIAS=0 and HALFBIAS=1 in
ACMPn_CTRL register

 0.1 0.6 µA

BIASPROG=0b1111, FULL-
BIAS=0 and HALFBIAS=0 in
ACMPn_CTRL register

 2.87 12 µA
IACMP Active current

BIASPROG=0b1111, FULL-
BIAS=1 and HALFBIAS=0 in
ACMPn_CTRL register

 250 520 µA

Internal voltage reference off.
Using external voltage refer-
ence

 0  µA

IACMPREF

Current consump-
tion of internal volt-
age reference

Internal voltage reference  5  µA

VACMPOFFSET Offset voltage BIASPROG= 0b1010, FULL-
BIAS=0 and HALFBIAS=0 in
ACMPn_CTRL register

-12 0 12 mV

VACMPHYST ACMP hysteresis Programmable  17  mV

CSRESSEL=0b00 in
ACMPn_INPUTSEL

 43  kOhm

CSRESSEL=0b01 in
ACMPn_INPUTSEL

 78  kOhm

CSRESSEL=0b10 in
ACMPn_INPUTSEL

 111  kOhm
RCSRES

Capacitive Sense
Internal Resistance

CSRESSEL=0b11 in
ACMPn_INPUTSEL

 145  kOhm

tACMPSTART Startup time    10 µs

The total ACMP current is the sum of the contributions from the ACMP and its internal voltage reference
as given in Equation 3.1 (p. 43) . IACMPREF is zero if an external voltage reference is used.

Total ACMP Active Current

 IACMPTOTAL = IACMP + IACMPREF  (3.1)
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Figure 3.30.  ACMP Characteristics, Vdd = 3V, Temp = 25°C, FULLBIAS = 0, HALFBIAS = 1
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Figure 3.37. SPI Slave Timing
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Table 3.28. SPI Slave Timing

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

tSCLK_sl 1 2 SCKL period 2 * tHFPER-

CLK

  ns

tSCLK_hi 1 2 SCLK high period 3 * tHFPER-

CLK

  ns

tSCLK_lo 1 2 SCLK low period 3 * tHFPER-

CLK

  ns

tCS_ACT_MI 1 2 CS active to MISO 4.00  30.00 ns

tCS_DIS_MI 1 2 CS disable to MISO 4.00  30.00 ns

tSU_MO 1 2 MOSI setup time 4.00   ns

tH_MO 1 2 MOSI hold time 2 + 2* tHF-

PERCLK

  ns

tSCLK_MI 1 2 SCLK to MISO 9 + tHFPER-

CLK

 36 + 2*tHF-

PERCLK

ns

1Applies for both CLKPHA = 0 and CLKPHA = 1 (figure only shows CLKPHA = 0)
2Measurement done at 10% and 90% of VDD (figure shows 50% of VDD)

3.18 USB
The USB hardware in the EFM32GG390 passes all tests for USB 2.0 Full Speed certification. See the
test-report distributed with application note "AN0046 - USB Hardware Design Guide".

3.19 Digital Peripherals

Table 3.29. Digital Peripherals

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

IUSART USART current USART idle current, clock en-
abled

 4.9  µA/
MHz

IUART UART current UART idle current, clock en-
abled

 3.4  µA/
MHz

ILEUART LEUART current LEUART idle current, clock en-
abled

 140  nA

II2C I2C current I2C idle current, clock enabled  6.1  µA/
MHz
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Figure 4.2. Opamp Pinout
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4.5 BGA112 Package

Figure 4.3. BGA112

Note:

1. The dimensions in parenthesis are reference.
2. Datum 'C' and seating plane are defined by the crown of the solder balls.
3. All dimensions are in millimeters.
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Figure 5.3. BGA112 PCB Stencil Design

a

b

d

e

Table 5.3. BGA112 PCB Stencil Design Dimensions (Dimensions in mm)

Symbol Dim. (mm)

a 0.33

b 0.80

d 8.00

e 8.00

1. The drawings are not to scale.
2. All dimensions are in millimeters.
3. All drawings are subject to change without notice.
4. The PCB Land Pattern drawing is in compliance with IPC-7351B.
5. Stencil thickness 0.125 mm.
6. For detailed pin-positioning, see Figure 4.3 (p. 64) .

5.2 Soldering Information

The latest IPC/JEDEC J-STD-020 recommendations for Pb-Free reflow soldering should be followed.
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Updated GPIO information.

Updated LFRCO information.

Updated HFRCO information.

Updated ULFRCO information.

Updated ADC information.

Updated DAC information.

Updated OPAMP information.

Updated ACMP information.

Updated VCMP information.

Added AUXHFRCO information.

7.3 Revision 1.21

November 21st, 2013

Updated figures.

Updated errata-link.

Updated chip marking.

Added link to Environmental and Quality information.

Re-added missing DAC-data.

7.4 Revision 1.20

September 30th, 2013

Added I2C characterization data.

Added SPI characterization data.

Added EBI characterization data.

Corrected the DAC and OPAMP2 pin sharing information in the Alternate Functionality Pinout section.

Corrected GPIO operating voltage from 1.8 V to 1.85 V.

Added the USB bootloader information.

Updated that the EM2 current consumption test was carried out with only one RAM block enabled.

Corrected the ADC resolution from 12, 10 and 6 bit to 12, 8 and 6 bit.

Updated Environmental information.

Updated trademark, disclaimer and contact information.

Other minor corrections.
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