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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Architecture Overview
Each LatticeECP3 device contains an array of logic blocks surrounded by Programmable I/O Cells (PIC). Inter-
spersed between the rows of logic blocks are rows of sysMEM™ Embedded Block RAM (EBR) and rows of sys-
DSP™ Digital Signal Processing slices, as shown in Figure 2-1. The LatticeECP3-150 has four rows of DSP slices; 
all other LatticeECP3 devices have two rows of DSP slices. In addition, the LatticeECP3 family contains SERDES 
Quads on the bottom of the device. 

There are two kinds of logic blocks, the Programmable Functional Unit (PFU) and Programmable Functional Unit 
without RAM (PFF). The PFU contains the building blocks for logic, arithmetic, RAM and ROM functions. The PFF 
block contains building blocks for logic, arithmetic and ROM functions. Both PFU and PFF blocks are optimized for 
flexibility, allowing complex designs to be implemented quickly and efficiently. Logic Blocks are arranged in a two-
dimensional array. Only one type of block is used per row. 

The LatticeECP3 devices contain one or more rows of sysMEM EBR blocks. sysMEM EBRs are large, dedicated 
18Kbit fast memory blocks. Each sysMEM block can be configured in a variety of depths and widths as RAM or 
ROM. In addition, LatticeECP3 devices contain up to two rows of DSP slices. Each DSP slice has multipliers and 
adder/accumulators, which are the building blocks for complex signal processing capabilities.

The LatticeECP3 devices feature up to 16 embedded 3.2 Gbps SERDES (Serializer / Deserializer) channels. Each 
SERDES channel contains independent 8b/10b encoding / decoding, polarity adjust and elastic buffer logic. Each 
group of four SERDES channels, along with its Physical Coding Sub-layer (PCS) block, creates a quad. The func-
tionality of the SERDES/PCS quads can be controlled by memory cells set during device configuration or by regis-
ters that are addressable during device operation. The registers in every quad can be programmed via the 
SERDES Client Interface (SCI). These quads (up to four) are located at the bottom of the devices. 

Each PIC block encompasses two PIOs (PIO pairs) with their respective sysI/O buffers. The sysI/O buffers of the 
LatticeECP3 devices are arranged in seven banks, allowing the implementation of a wide variety of I/O standards. 
In addition, a separate I/O bank is provided for the programming interfaces. 50% of the PIO pairs on the left and 
right edges of the device can be configured as LVDS transmit/receive pairs. The PIC logic also includes pre-engi-
neered support to aid in the implementation of high speed source synchronous standards such as XGMII, 7:1 
LVDS, along with memory interfaces including DDR3.

The LatticeECP3 registers in PFU and sysI/O can be configured to be SET or RESET. After power up and the 
device is configured, it enters into user mode with these registers SET/RESET according to the configuration set-
ting, allowing the device entering to a known state for predictable system function.

Other blocks provided include PLLs, DLLs and configuration functions. The LatticeECP3 architecture provides two 
Delay Locked Loops (DLLs) and up to ten Phase Locked Loops (PLLs). The PLL and DLL blocks are located at the 
end of the EBR/DSP rows. 

The configuration block that supports features such as configuration bit-stream decryption, transparent updates 
and dual-boot support is located toward the center of this EBR row. Every device in the LatticeECP3 family sup-
ports a sysCONFIG™ port located in the corner between banks one and two, which allows for serial or parallel 
device configuration.

In addition, every device in the family has a JTAG port. This family also provides an on-chip oscillator and soft error 
detect capability. The LatticeECP3 devices use 1.2 V as their core voltage.

LatticeECP3 Family Data Sheet
Architecture
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Table 2-5. DLL Signals

LatticeECP3 devices have two general DLLs and four Slave Delay lines, two per DLL. The DLLs are in the lowest 
EBR row and located adjacent to the EBR. Each DLL replaces one EBR block. One Slave Delay line is placed adja-
cent to the DLL and the duplicate Slave Delay line (in Figure 2-6) for the DLL is placed in the I/O ring between 
Banks 6 and 7 and Banks 2 and 3. 

The outputs from the DLL and Slave Delay lines are fed to the clock distribution network.

For more information, please see TN1178, LatticeECP3 sysCLOCK PLL/DLL Design and Usage Guide.

Figure 2-6. Top-Level Block Diagram, High-Speed DLL and Slave Delay Line

Signal I/O Description

CLKI I Clock input from external pin or routing 

CLKFB I DLL feed input from DLL output, clock net, routing or external pin 

RSTN I Active low synchronous reset

ALUHOLD I Active high freezes the ALU

UDDCNTL I Synchronous enable signal (hold high for two cycles) from routing

CLKOP O The primary clock output 

CLKOS O The secondary clock output with fine delay shift and/or division by 2 or by 4

LOCK O Active high phase lock indicator

INCI I Incremental indicator from another DLL via CIB.

GRAYI[5:0] I Gray-coded digital control bus from another DLL in time reference mode.

DIFF O Difference indicator when DCNTL is difference than the internal setting and update is needed.

INCO O Incremental indicator to other DLLs via CIB.

GRAYO[5:0] O Gray-coded digital control bus to other DLLs via CIB
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* This signal is not user accessible. It can only be used to feed the slave delay line.

www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/view_document.cfm?document_id=32318
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PLL/DLL Cascading 
LatticeECP3 devices have been designed to allow certain combinations of PLL and DLL cascading. The allowable 
combinations are: 

• PLL to PLL supported 

• PLL to DLL supported 

The DLLs in the LatticeECP3 are used to shift the clock in relation to the data for source synchronous inputs. PLLs 
are used for frequency synthesis and clock generation for source synchronous interfaces. Cascading PLL and DLL 
blocks allows applications to utilize the unique benefits of both DLLs and PLLs. 

For further information about the DLL, please see the list of technical documentation at the end of this data sheet. 

PLL/DLL PIO Input Pin Connections 
All LatticeECP3 devices contains two DLLs and up to ten PLLs, arranged in quadrants. If a PLL and a DLL are next 
to each other, they share input pins as shown in the Figure 2-7.

Figure 2-7. Sharing of PIO Pins by PLLs and DLLs in LatticeECP3 Devices

Clock Dividers
LatticeECP3 devices have two clock dividers, one on the left side and one on the right side of the device. These are 
intended to generate a slower-speed system clock from a high-speed edge clock. The block operates in a ÷2, ÷4 or 
÷8 mode and maintains a known phase relationship between the divided down clock and the high-speed clock 
based on the release of its reset signal. The clock dividers can be fed from selected PLL/DLL outputs, the Slave 
Delay lines, routing or from an external clock input. The clock divider outputs serve as primary clock sources and 
feed into the clock distribution network. The Reset (RST) control signal resets input and asynchronously forces all 
outputs to low. The RELEASE signal releases outputs synchronously to the input clock. For further information on 
clock dividers, please see TN1178, LatticeECP3 sysCLOCK PLL/DLL Design and Usage Guide. Figure 2-8 shows 
the clock divider connections.

PLL

DLLDLL_PIO

PLL_PIO

Note: Not every PLL has an associated DLL.

www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/view_document.cfm?document_id=32318


2-18

Architecture
LatticeECP3 Family Data Sheet

Figure 2-20. Sources of Edge Clock (Left and Right Edges)

Figure 2-21. Sources of Edge Clock (Top Edge)

The edge clocks have low injection delay and low skew. They are used to clock the I/O registers and thus are ideal 
for creating I/O interfaces with a single clock signal and a wide data bus. They are also used for DDR Memory or 
Generic DDR interfaces.
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MAC DSP Element
In this case, the two operands, AA and AB, are multiplied and the result is added with the previous accumulated 
value. This accumulated value is available at the output. The user can enable the input and pipeline registers, but 
the output register is always enabled. The output register is used to store the accumulated value. The ALU is con-
figured as the accumulator in the sysDSP slice in the LatticeECP3 family can be initialized dynamically. A regis-
tered overflow signal is also available. The overflow conditions are provided later in this document. Figure 2-27 
shows the MAC sysDSP element.

Figure 2-27. MAC DSP Element
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Figure 2-31. MULTADDSUBSUM Slice 1

Advanced sysDSP Slice Features
Cascading
The LatticeECP3 sysDSP slice has been enhanced to allow cascading. Adder trees are implemented fully in sys-
DSP slices, improving the performance. Cascading of slices uses the signals CIN, COUT and C Mux of the slice.

Addition
The LatticeECP3 sysDSP slice allows for the bypassing of multipliers and cascading of adder logic. High perfor-
mance adder functions are implemented without the use of LUTs. The maximum width adders that can be imple-
mented are 54-bit.

Rounding
The rounding operation is implemented in the ALU and is done by adding a constant followed by a truncation oper-
ation. The rounding methods supported are:

• Rounding to zero (RTZ)

• Rounding to infinity (RTI)

• Dynamic rounding

• Random rounding

• Convergent rounding 
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ALU Flags
The sysDSP slice provides a number of flags from the ALU including:

• Equal to zero (EQZ)

• Equal to zero with mask (EQZM)

• Equal to one with mask (EQOM)

• Equal to pattern with mask (EQPAT)

• Equal to bit inverted pattern with mask (EQPATB)

• Accumulator Overflow (OVER)

• Accumulator Underflow (UNDER)

• Either over or under flow supporting LatticeECP2 legacy designs (OVERUNDER)

Clock, Clock Enable and Reset Resources
Global Clock, Clock Enable and Reset signals from routing are available to every sysDSP slice. From four clock 
sources (CLK0, CLK1, CLK2, and CLK3) one clock is selected for each input register, pipeline register and output 
register. Similarly Clock Enable (CE) and Reset (RST) are selected at each input register, pipeline register and out-
put register.

Resources Available in the LatticeECP3 Family 
Table 2-9 shows the maximum number of multipliers for each member of the LatticeECP3 family. Table 2-10 shows 
the maximum available EBR RAM Blocks in each LatticeECP3 device. EBR blocks, together with Distributed RAM 
can be used to store variables locally for fast DSP operations. 

Table 2-9. Maximum Number of DSP Slices in the LatticeECP3 Family 

Table 2-10. Embedded SRAM in the LatticeECP3 Family

Device DSP Slices 9x9 Multiplier 18x18 Multiplier 36x36 Multiplier 

ECP3-17 12 48 24 6

ECP3-35 32 128 64 16

ECP3-70 64 256 128 32

ECP3-95 64 256 128 32

ECP3-150 160 640 320 80

Device EBR SRAM Block 
Total EBR SRAM 

(Kbits) 

ECP3-17 38 700

ECP3-35 72 1327

ECP3-70 240 4420

ECP3-95 240 4420

ECP3-150 372 6850
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To accomplish write leveling in DDR3, each DQS group has a slightly different delay that is set by DYN DELAY[7:0] 
in the DQS Write Control logic block. The DYN DELAY can set 128 possible delay step settings. In addition, the 
most significant bit will invert the clock for a 180-degree shift of the incoming clock. 

LatticeECP3 input and output registers can also support DDR gearing that is used to receive and transmit the high 
speed DDR data from and to the DDR3 Memory. 

LatticeECP3 supports the 1.5V SSTL I/O standard required for the DDR3 memory interface. For more information, 
refer to the sysIO section of this data sheet. 

Please see TN1180, LatticeECP3 High-Speed I/O Interface for more information on DDR Memory interface imple-
mentation in LatticeECP3.

sysI/O Buffer 
Each I/O is associated with a flexible buffer referred to as a sysI/O buffer. These buffers are arranged around the 
periphery of the device in groups referred to as banks. The sysI/O buffers allow users to implement the wide variety 
of standards that are found in today’s systems including LVDS, BLVDS, HSTL, SSTL Class I & II, LVCMOS, LVTTL, 
LVPECL, PCI.

sysI/O Buffer Banks 
LatticeECP3 devices have six sysI/O buffer banks: six banks for user I/Os arranged two per side. The banks on the 
bottom side are wraparounds of the banks on the lower right and left sides. The seventh sysI/O buffer bank (Config-
uration Bank) is located adjacent to Bank 2 and has dedicated/shared I/Os for configuration. When a shared pin is 
not used for configuration it is available as a user I/O. Each bank is capable of supporting multiple I/O standards. 
Each sysI/O bank has its own I/O supply voltage (VCCIO). In addition, each bank, except the Configuration Bank, 
has voltage references, VREF1 and VREF2, which allow it to be completely independent from the others. Figure 2-38 
shows the seven banks and their associated supplies. 

In LatticeECP3 devices, single-ended output buffers and ratioed input buffers (LVTTL, LVCMOS and PCI) are pow-
ered using VCCIO. LVTTL, LVCMOS33, LVCMOS25 and LVCMOS12 can also be set as fixed threshold inputs inde-
pendent of VCCIO. 

Each bank can support up to two separate VREF voltages, VREF1 and VREF2, that set the threshold for the refer-
enced input buffers. Some dedicated I/O pins in a bank can be configured to be a reference voltage supply pin. 
Each I/O is individually configurable based on the bank’s supply and reference voltages. 

www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/view_document.cfm?document_id=32320
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DC Electrical Characteristics
Over Recommended Operating Conditions

Symbol Parameter Condition Min. Typ. Max. Units

IIL, IIH
1, 4 Input or I/O Low Leakage 0  VIN  (VCCIO - 0.2 V) — — 10 µA

IIH
1, 3 Input or I/O High Leakage (VCCIO - 0.2 V) < VIN  3.6 V — — 150 µA

IPU I/O Active Pull-up Current 0  VIN  0.7 VCCIO –30 — –210 µA

IPD I/O Active Pull-down Current VIL (MAX)  VIN  VCCIO 30 — 210 µA

IBHLS Bus Hold Low Sustaining Current VIN = VIL (MAX) 30 — — µA

IBHHS Bus Hold High Sustaining Current VIN = 0.7 VCCIO –30 — — µA

IBHLO Bus Hold Low Overdrive Current 0  VIN  VCCIO — — 210 µA

IBHHO Bus Hold High Overdrive Current 0  VIN  VCCIO — — –210 µA

VBHT Bus Hold Trip Points 0  VIN  VIH (MAX) VIL (MAX) — VIH (MIN) V

C1 I/O Capacitance2 VCCIO = 3.3 V, 2.5 V, 1.8 V, 1.5 V, 1.2 V, 
VCC = 1.2 V, VIO = 0 to VIH (MAX) 

— 5 8 pf

C2 Dedicated Input Capacitance2 VCCIO = 3.3 V, 2.5 V, 1.8 V, 1.5 V, 1.2 V, 
VCC = 1.2 V, VIO = 0 to VIH (MAX) 

— 5 7 pf

1. Input or I/O leakage current is measured with the pin configured as an input or as an I/O with the output driver tri-stated. It is not measured 
with the output driver active. Bus maintenance circuits are disabled. 

2. TA 25 oC, f = 1.0 MHz.
3. Applicable to general purpose I/Os in top and bottom banks.
4. When used as VREF, maximum leakage= 25 µA.
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Generic DDRX2 Inputs with Clock and Data (>10bits wide) are Aligned at Pin (GDDRX2_RX.ECLK.Aligned)  
(No CLKDIV)

Left and Right Sides Using DLLCLKPIN for Clock Input

tDVACLKGDDR Data Setup Before CLK ECP3-150EA — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK ECP3-150EA 0.775 — 0.775  — 0.775 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency ECP3-150EA — 460 — 385 — 345 MHz

tDVACLKGDDR Data Setup Before CLK ECP3-70EA/95EA — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK ECP3-70EA/95EA 0.775 — 0.775  — 0.775 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency ECP3-70EA/95EA — 460 — 385 — 311 MHz

tDVACLKGDDR Data Setup Before CLK ECP3-35EA — 0.210 — 0.210 — 0.210 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK ECP3-35EA 0.790 — 0.790  — 0.790 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency ECP3-35EA — 460 — 385 — 311 MHz

tDVACLKGDDR
Data Setup Before CLK 
(Left and Right Sides) ECP3-17EA — 0.210 — 0.210 — 0.210 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK ECP3-17EA 0.790 — 0.790  — 0.790 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency ECP3-17EA — 460 — 385 — 311 MHz

Top Side Using PCLK Pin for Clock Input

tDVACLKGDDR Data Setup Before CLK ECP3-150EA — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK ECP3-150EA 0.775 — 0.775  — 0.775 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency ECP3-150EA — 235 — 170 — 130 MHz

tDVACLKGDDR Data Setup Before CLK ECP3-70EA/95EA — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK ECP3-70EA/95EA 0.775 — 0.775  — 0.775 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency ECP3-70EA/95EA — 235 — 170 — 130 MHz

tDVACLKGDDR Data Setup Before CLK ECP3-35EA — 0.210 — 0.210 — 0.210 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK ECP3-35EA 0.790 — 0.790  — 0.790 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency ECP3-35EA — 235 — 170 — 130 MHz

tDVACLKGDDR Data Setup Before CLK      ECP3-17EA — 0.210 — 0.210 — 0.210 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK ECP3-17EA 0.790 — 0.790  — 0.790 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency ECP3-17EA — 235 — 170 — 130 MHz

Generic DDRX2 Inputs with Clock and Data (<10 Bits Wide) Centered at Pin (GDDRX2_RX.DQS.Centered)  Using DQS Pin for Clock 
Input

Left and Right Sides

tSUGDDR Data Setup Before CLK All ECP3EA Devices 330 — 330 — 352 — ps

tHOGDDR Data Hold After CLK All ECP3EA Devices 330 — 330 — 352 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency All ECP3EA Devices — 400 — 400 — 375 MHz

Generic DDRX2 Inputs with Clock and Data (<10 Bits Wide) Aligned at Pin (GDDRX2_RX.DQS.Aligned) Using DQS Pin for Clock Input

Left and Right Sides

tDVACLKGDDR Data Setup Before CLK All ECP3EA Devices — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVECLKGDDR Data Hold After CLK All ECP3EA Devices 0.775 — 0.775  — 0.775 — UI

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency All ECP3EA Devices — 400 — 400 — 375 MHz

Generic DDRX1 Output with Clock and Data (>10 Bits Wide) Centered at Pin (GDDRX1_TX.SCLK.Centered)10

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK ECP3-150EA 670 — 670 — 670 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK ECP3-150EA 670 — 670 — 670 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-150EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK ECP3-70EA/95EA 666 — 665 — 664 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK ECP3-70EA/95EA 666 — 665 — 664 — ps

LatticeECP3 External Switching Characteristics (Continued)1, 2, 3, 13

Over Recommended Commercial Operating Conditions

Parameter Description Device

–8 –7 –6

UnitsMin. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max.
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fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-70EA/95EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK ECP3-35EA 683 — 688 — 690 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK ECP3-35EA 683 — 688 — 690 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-35EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK ECP3-17EA 683 — 688 — 690 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK ECP3-17EA 683 — 688 — 690 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-17EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

Generic DDRX1 Output with Clock and Data Aligned at Pin (GDDRX1_TX.SCLK.Aligned)10 

tDIBGDDR Data Invalid Before Clock ECP3-150EA — 335 — 338 — 341 ps

tDIAGDDR Data Invalid After Clock ECP3-150EA — 335 — 338 — 341 ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-150EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDIBGDDR Data Invalid Before Clock ECP3-70EA/95EA — 339 — 343 — 347 ps

tDIAGDDR Data Invalid After Clock ECP3-70EA/95EA — 339 — 343 — 347 ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-70EA/95EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDIBGDDR Data Invalid Before Clock ECP3-35EA — 322 — 320 — 321 ps

tDIAGDDR Data Invalid After Clock ECP3-35EA — 322 — 320 — 321 ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-35EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDIBGDDR Data Invalid Before Clock ECP3-17EA — 322 — 320 — 321 ps

tDIAGDDR Data Invalid After Clock ECP3-17EA — 322 — 320 — 321 ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-17EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

Generic DDRX1 Output with Clock and Data (<10 Bits Wide) Centered at Pin (GDDRX1_TX.DQS.Centered)10 

Left and Right Sides

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK ECP3-150EA 670 — 670 — 670 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK ECP3-150EA 670 — 670 — 670 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-150EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK ECP3-70EA/95EA 657 — 652 — 650 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK ECP3-70EA/95EA 657 — 652 — 650 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-70EA/95EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK ECP3-35EA 670 — 675 — 676 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK ECP3-35EA 670 — 675 — 676 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-35EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK ECP3-17EA 670 — 670 — 670 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK ECP3-17EA 670 — 670 — 670 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX1 Clock Frequency ECP3-17EA — 250 — 250 — 250 MHz

Generic DDRX2 Output with Clock and Data (>10 Bits Wide) Aligned at Pin (GDDRX2_TX.Aligned)

Left and Right Sides

tDIBGDDR Data Invalid Before Clock All ECP3EA Devices — 200 — 210 — 220 ps

tDIAGDDR Data Invalid After Clock All ECP3EA Devices — 200 — 210 — 220 ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency All ECP3EA Devices — 500 — 420 — 375 MHz

Generic DDRX2 Output with Clock and Data (>10 Bits Wide) Centered at Pin  Using DQSDLL (GDDRX2_TX.DQSDLL.Centered)11

Left and Right Sides 

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK All ECP3EA Devices 400 — 400 — 431 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK All ECP3EA Devices 400 — 400 — 432 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency All ECP3EA Devices — 400 — 400 — 375 MHz

LatticeECP3 External Switching Characteristics (Continued)1, 2, 3, 13

Over Recommended Commercial Operating Conditions

Parameter Description Device

–8 –7 –6

UnitsMin. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max.



3-22

DC and Switching Characteristics
LatticeECP3 Family Data Sheet

Generic DDRX2 Output with Clock and Data (>10 Bits Wide) Centered at Pin  Using PLL (GDDRX2_TX.PLL.Centered)10

Left and Right Sides

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK All ECP3EA Devices 285 — 370 — 431 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK All ECP3EA Devices 285 — 370 — 432 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency All ECP3EA Devices — 500 — 420 — 375 MHz

Memory Interface

DDR/DDR2 I/O Pin Parameters (Input Data are Strobe Edge Aligned, Output Strobe Edge is Data Centered)4 

tDVADQ Data Valid After DQS (DDR Read) All ECP3 Devices — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVEDQ Data Hold After DQS (DDR Read) All ECP3 Devices 0.64 — 0.64 — 0.64 — UI

tDQVBS Data Valid Before DQS All ECP3 Devices 0.25 — 0.25 — 0.25 — UI

tDQVAS Data Valid After DQS  All ECP3 Devices 0.25 — 0.25 — 0.25 — UI

fMAX_DDR DDR Clock Frequency All ECP3 Devices 95 200 95 200 95 166 MHz

fMAX_DDR2 DDR2 clock frequency All ECP3 Devices 125 266 125 200 125 166 MHz

DDR3 (Using PLL for SCLK) I/O Pin Parameters

tDVADQ Data Valid After DQS (DDR Read) All ECP3 Devices — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVEDQ Data Hold After DQS (DDR Read) All ECP3 Devices 0.64 — 0.64 — 0.64 — UI

tDQVBS Data Valid Before DQS All ECP3 Devices 0.25 — 0.25 — 0.25 — UI

tDQVAS Data Valid After DQS  All ECP3 Devices 0.25 — 0.25 — 0.25 — UI

fMAX_DDR3 DDR3 clock frequency All ECP3 Devices 300 400 266 333 266 300 MHz

DDR3 Clock Timing

tCH (avg)9 Average High Pulse Width All ECP3 Devices 0.47 0.53 0.47 0.53 0.47 0.53 UI

tCL (avg)9 Average Low Pulse Width All ECP3 Devices 0.47 0.53 0.47 0.53 0.47 0.53 UI

tJIT (per, lck)9 Output Clock Period Jitter During 
DLL Locking Period All ECP3 Devices –90 90 –90 90 –90 90 ps

tJIT (cc, lck)9 Output Cycle-to-Cycle Period Jit-
ter During DLL Locking Period All ECP3 Devices — 180 — 180 — 180 ps

1. Commercial timing numbers are shown. Industrial numbers are typically slower and can be extracted from the Diamond or ispLEVER soft-
ware.

2. General I/O timing numbers based on LVCMOS 2.5, 12mA, Fast Slew Rate, 0pf load.
3. Generic DDR timing numbers based on LVDS I/O.
4. DDR timing numbers based on SSTL25. DDR2 timing numbers based on SSTL18.
5. DDR3 timing numbers based on SSTL15.
6. Uses LVDS I/O standard.
7. The current version of software does not support per bank skew numbers; this will be supported in a future release.
8. Maximum clock frequencies are tested under best case conditions. System performance may vary upon the user environment.
9. Using settings generated by IPexpress.
10. These numbers are generated using best case PLL located in the center of the device.
11. Uses SSTL25 Class II Differential I/O Standard.
12. All numbers are generated with ispLEVER 8.1 software.
13. For details on -9 speed grade devices, please contact your Lattice Sales Representative.

LatticeECP3 External Switching Characteristics (Continued)1, 2, 3, 13

Over Recommended Commercial Operating Conditions

Parameter Description Device

–8 –7 –6

UnitsMin. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max.
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Figure 3-11. Write Through (SP Read/Write on Port A, Input Registers Only)

Note: Input data and address are registered at the positive edge of the clock and output data appears after the positive edge of the clock.
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DLL Timing
Over Recommended Operating Conditions

Parameter Description Condition Min. Typ. Max. Units 

fREF 
Input reference clock frequency (on-chip or 
off-chip)  133 — 500 MHz 

fFB Feedback clock frequency (on-chip or off-chip)  133 — 500 MHz 

fCLKOP
1 Output clock frequency, CLKOP  133 — 500 MHz 

fCLKOS
2 Output clock frequency, CLKOS  33.3 — 500 MHz 

tPJIT Output clock period jitter (clean input)   — 200 ps p-p 

tDUTY 

Output clock duty cycle (at 50% levels, 50% duty 
cycle input clock, 50% duty cycle circuit turned 
off, time reference delay mode) 

Edge Clock 40  60 % 

Primary Clock 30  70 % 

tDUTYTRD 

Output clock duty cycle (at 50% levels, arbitrary 
duty cycle input clock, 50% duty cycle circuit 
enabled, time reference delay mode) 

Primary Clock < 250 MHz 45  55 % 

Primary Clock 250 MHz 30  70 % 

Edge Clock 45  55 % 

tDUTYCIR 

Output clock duty cycle (at 50% levels, arbitrary 
duty cycle input clock, 50% duty cycle circuit 
enabled, clock injection removal mode) with DLL 
cascading

Primary Clock < 250 MHz 40  60 % 

Primary Clock  250 MHz 30  70 % 

Edge Clock 45  55 % 

tSKEW
3 Output clock to clock skew between two outputs 

with the same phase setting  — — 100 ps 

tPHASE 
Phase error measured at device pads between 
off-chip reference clock and feedback clocks  — — +/-400 ps 

tPWH 
Input clock minimum pulse width high (at 80% 
level)  550 — — ps 

tPWL Input clock minimum pulse width low (at 20% 
level)  550 — — ps 

tINSTB Input clock period jitter  — — 500 ps

tLOCK DLL lock time  8 — 8200 cycles 

tRSWD Digital reset minimum pulse width (at 80% level)  3 — — ns 

tDEL Delay step size  27 45 70 ps 

tRANGE1 
Max. delay setting for single delay block 
(64 taps)  1.9 3.1 4.4 ns 

tRANGE4 Max. delay setting for four chained delay blocks  7.6 12.4 17.6 ns 

1. CLKOP runs at the same frequency as the input clock.
2. CLKOS minimum frequency is obtained with divide by 4.
3. This is intended to be a “path-matching” design guideline and is not a measurable specification.
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SERDES/PCS Block Latency
Table 3-8 describes the latency of each functional block in the transmitter and receiver. Latency is given in parallel 
clock cycles. Figure 3-12 shows the location of each block.

Table 3-8. SERDES/PCS Latency Breakdown

Figure 3-12. Transmitter and Receiver Latency Block Diagram

Item Description Min. Avg. Max. Fixed Bypass Units

Transmit Data Latency1

T1

FPGA Bridge - Gearing disabled with different clocks 1 3 5 — 1 word clk

FPGA Bridge - Gearing disabled with same clocks — — — 3 1 word clk

FPGA Bridge - Gearing enabled 1 3 5 — — word clk

T2 8b10b Encoder — — — 2 1 word clk

T3 SERDES Bridge transmit — — — 2 1 word clk

T4
Serializer: 8-bit mode — — — 15 + 1 — UI + ps

Serializer: 10-bit mode — — — 18 + 1 — UI + ps

T5
Pre-emphasis ON — — — 1 + 2 — UI + ps

Pre-emphasis OFF — — — 0 + 3 — UI + ps

Receive Data Latency2

R1
Equalization ON — — — 1 — UI + ps

Equalization OFF — — — 2 — UI + ps

R2
Deserializer: 8-bit mode — — — 10 + 3 — UI + ps

Deserializer: 10-bit mode — — — 12 + 3 — UI + ps

R3 SERDES Bridge receive — — — 2 — word clk

R4 Word alignment 3.1 — 4 — — word clk

R5 8b10b decoder — — — 1 — word clk

R6 Clock Tolerance Compensation 7 15 23 1 1 word clk

R7

FPGA Bridge - Gearing disabled with different clocks 1 3 5 — 1 word clk

FPGA Bridge - Gearing disabled with same clocks — — — 3 1 word clk

FPGA Bridge - Gearing enabled 1 3 5 — — word clk

1. 1 = –245 ps, 2 = +88 ps, 3 = +112 ps. 
2. 1 = +118 ps, 2 = +132 ps, 3 = +700 ps. 
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Figure 3-18. XAUI Sinusoidal Jitter Tolerance Mask

Note: The sinusoidal jitter tolerance is measured with at least 0.37 UIpp of Deterministic
jitter (Dj) and the sum of Dj and Rj (random jitter) is at least 0.55 UIpp. Therefore, the 
sum of Dj, Rj and Sj (sinusoidal jitter) is at least 0.65 UIpp (Dj = 0.37, Rj = 0.18, Sj = 0.1).

Data_rate/
1667

20 MHz

20 dB/dec

8.5 UI

S
J 

A
m

p
lit

u
d

e

SJ Frequency

0.1 UI



3-61

DC and Switching Characteristics
LatticeECP3 Family Data Sheet

sysI/O Differential Electrical Characteristics
Transition Reduced LVDS (TRLVDS DC Specification)

Over Recommended Operating Conditions

Mini LVDS
Over Recommended Operating Conditions

Symbol Description Min. Nom. Max. Units

VCCO Driver supply voltage (+/– 5%) 3.14 3.3 3.47 V

VID Input differential voltage 150 — 1200 mV

VICM Input common mode voltage 3 — 3.265 V

VCCO Termination supply voltage 3.14 3.3 3.47 V

RT Termination resistance (off-chip) 45 50 55 Ohms

Note: LatticeECP3 only supports the TRLVDS receiver.

Parameter Symbol Description Min. Typ. Max. Units

ZO Single-ended PCB trace impedance 30 50 75 Ohms

RT Differential termination resistance 50 100 150 Ohms

VOD Output voltage, differential, |VOP - VOM| 300 — 600 mV

VOS Output voltage, common mode, |VOP + VOM|/2 1 1.2 1.4 V

VOD Change in VOD, between H and L — — 50 mV

VID Change in VOS, between H and L — — 50 mV

VTHD Input voltage, differential, |VINP - VINM| 200 — 600 mV

VCM Input voltage, common mode, |VINP + VINM|/2 0.3+(VTHD/2) — 2.1-(VTHD/2)

TR, TF Output rise and fall times, 20% to 80% — — 550 ps

TODUTY Output clock duty cycle 40 — 60 %

Note: Data is for 6 mA differential current drive. Other differential driver current options are available.

Current 
Source

VCCO = 3.3 V

Z0

RT RTTransmitter

Receiver
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Pin Information Summary (Cont.)
Pin Information Summary ECP3-70EA

Pin Type 484 fpBGA 672 fpBGA 1156 fpBGA

Emulated Differential 
I/O per Bank

Bank 0 21 30 43

Bank 1 18 24 39

Bank 2 8 12 13

Bank 3 20 23 33

Bank 6 22 25 33

Bank 7 11 16 18

Bank 8 12 12 12

High-Speed Differential I/
O per Bank

Bank 0 0 0 0

Bank 1 0 0 0

Bank 2 6 9 9

Bank 3 9 12 16

Bank 6 11 14 16

Bank 7 9 12 13

Bank 8 0 0 0

Total Single-Ended/
Total Differential I/O
per Bank

Bank 0 42/21 60/30 86/43

Bank 1 36/18 48/24 78/39

Bank 2 28/14 42/21 44/22

Bank 3 58/29 71/35 98/49

Bank 6 67/33 78/39 98/49

Bank 7 40/20 56/28 62/31

Bank 8 24/12 24/12 24/12

DDR Groups Bonded
per Bank1

Bank 0 3 5 7

Bank 1 3 4 7

Bank 2 2 3 3

Bank 3 3 4 5

Bank 6 4 4 5

Bank 7 3 4 4

Configuration Bank 8 0 0 0

SERDES Quads 1 2 3

1. Some DQS groups may not support DQS-12. Refer to the device pinout (.csv) file.
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LatticeECP3 Part Number Description

LFE3 – XXX XX – X X XXXXXX  X

Grade
    C = Commercial
    I = Industrial    Logic Capacity

     17 = 17K LUTs
     35 = 33K LUTs
     70 = 67K LUTs
     95 = 92K LUTs
    150 = 149K LUTs
     Supply Voltage
     EA = 1.2 V

Speed
     6 = Slowest
     7
     8 = Fastest for LatticeECP3-17EA

1. Green = Halogen free and lead free.

Power
     Blank = Standard Power
     L = Low Power 

Package
    FTN256 = 256-ball Lead-Free ftBGA
    FN484 = 484-ball Lead-Free fpBGA
    FN672 = 672-ball Lead-Free fpBGA
    FN1156 = 1156-ball Lead-Free fpBGA
    MG328 = 328-ball Green csBGA1

Device Family
    ECP3 (LatticeECP3 FPGA + SERDES)
 

Ordering Information
LatticeECP3 devices have top-side markings, for commercial and industrial grades, as shown below:

Note: See PCN 05A-12 for information regarding a change to the top-side mark logo.

LFE3-95EA
7FN672C
Datecode

LFE3-95EA
7FN672I
Datecode

Commercial Industrial

LatticeECP3 Family Data Sheet
Ordering Information

http://www.latticesemi.com/documents/doc44912x28.pdf
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Part Number Voltage Grade1 Power Package Pins Temp. LUTs (K) 

LFE3-70EA-6FN484C 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-7FN484C 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-8FN484C 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-6LFN484C 1.2 V –6 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-7LFN484C 1.2 V –7 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-8LFN484C 1.2 V –8 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-6FN672C 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-7FN672C 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-8FN672C 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-6LFN672C 1.2 V –6 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-7LFN672C 1.2 V –7 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-8LFN672C 1.2 V –8 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-6FN1156C 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-7FN1156C 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-8FN1156C 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-6LFN1156C 1.2 V –6 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-7LFN1156C 1.2 V –7 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 67

LFE3-70EA-8LFN1156C 1.2 V –8 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 67

1. For ordering information on -9 speed grade devices, please contact your Lattice Sales Representative.

Part Number Voltage Grade1 Power Package Pins Temp. LUTs (K) 

LFE3-95EA-6FN484C 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-7FN484C 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-8FN484C 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-6LFN484C 1.2 V –6 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-7LFN484C 1.2 V –7 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-8LFN484C 1.2 V –8 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 484 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-6FN672C 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-7FN672C 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-8FN672C 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-6LFN672C 1.2 V –6 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-7LFN672C 1.2 V –7 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-8LFN672C 1.2 V –8 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-6FN1156C 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-7FN1156C 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-8FN1156C 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-6LFN1156C 1.2 V –6 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-7LFN1156C 1.2 V –7 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 92

LFE3-95EA-8LFN1156C 1.2 V –8 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 COM 92

1. For ordering information on -9 speed grade devices, please contact your Lattice Sales Representative.


