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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Figure 2-3. Slice Diagram

Table 2-2. Slice Signal Descriptions

Function Type Signal Names Description 

Input Data signal A0, B0, C0, D0 Inputs to LUT4 

Input Data signal A1, B1, C1, D1 Inputs to LUT4 

Input Multi-purpose M0 Multipurpose Input 

Input Multi-purpose M1 Multipurpose Input 

Input Control signal CE Clock Enable 

Input Control signal LSR Local Set/Reset 

Input Control signal CLK System Clock 

Input Inter-PFU signal FC Fast Carry-in1 

Input Inter-slice signal FXA Intermediate signal to generate LUT6 and LUT7

Input Inter-slice signal FXB Intermediate signal to generate LUT6 and LUT7

Output Data signals F0, F1 LUT4 output register bypass signals 

Output Data signals Q0, Q1 Register outputs 

Output Data signals OFX0 Output of a LUT5 MUX 

Output Data signals OFX1 Output of a LUT6, LUT7, LUT82 MUX depending on the slice 

Output Inter-PFU signal FCO Slice 2 of each PFU is the fast carry chain output1

1. See Figure 2-3 for connection details. 
2. Requires two PFUs. 
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Modes of Operation
Each slice has up to four potential modes of operation: Logic, Ripple, RAM and ROM. 

Logic Mode
In this mode, the LUTs in each slice are configured as 4-input combinatorial lookup tables. A LUT4 can have 16 
possible input combinations. Any four input logic functions can be generated by programming this lookup table. 
Since there are two LUT4s per slice, a LUT5 can be constructed within one slice. Larger look-up tables such as 
LUT6, LUT7 and LUT8 can be constructed by concatenating other slices. Note LUT8 requires more than four 
slices.

Ripple Mode
Ripple mode supports the efficient implementation of small arithmetic functions. In ripple mode, the following func-
tions can be implemented by each slice: 

• Addition 2-bit 

• Subtraction 2-bit 

• Add/Subtract 2-bit using dynamic control 

• Up counter 2-bit 

• Down counter 2-bit

• Up/Down counter with asynchronous clear

• Up/Down counter with preload (sync) 

• Ripple mode multiplier building block

• Multiplier support 

• Comparator functions of A and B inputs
—  A greater-than-or-equal-to B
—  A not-equal-to B
—  A less-than-or-equal-to B

Ripple Mode includes an optional configuration that performs arithmetic using fast carry chain methods. In this con-
figuration (also referred to as CCU2 mode) two additional signals, Carry Generate and Carry Propagate, are gener-
ated on a per slice basis to allow fast arithmetic functions to be constructed by concatenating Slices.

RAM Mode
In this mode, a 16x4-bit distributed single port RAM (SPR) can be constructed using each LUT block in Slice 0 and 
Slice 1 as a 16x1-bit memory. Slice 2 is used to provide memory address and control signals. A 16x2-bit pseudo 
dual port RAM (PDPR) memory is created by using one Slice as the read-write port and the other companion slice 
as the read-only port.

LatticeECP3 devices support distributed memory initialization.

The Lattice design tools support the creation of a variety of different size memories. Where appropriate, the soft-
ware will construct these using distributed memory primitives that represent the capabilities of the PFU. Table 2-3 
shows the number of slices required to implement different distributed RAM primitives. For more information about 
using RAM in LatticeECP3 devices, please see TN1179, LatticeECP3 Memory Usage Guide.

Table 2-3. Number of Slices Required to Implement Distributed RAM 

SPR 16X4 PDPR 16X4

Number of slices 3 3

Note: SPR = Single Port RAM, PDPR = Pseudo Dual Port RAM

www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/view_document.cfm?document_id=32319
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Table 2-5. DLL Signals

LatticeECP3 devices have two general DLLs and four Slave Delay lines, two per DLL. The DLLs are in the lowest 
EBR row and located adjacent to the EBR. Each DLL replaces one EBR block. One Slave Delay line is placed adja-
cent to the DLL and the duplicate Slave Delay line (in Figure 2-6) for the DLL is placed in the I/O ring between 
Banks 6 and 7 and Banks 2 and 3. 

The outputs from the DLL and Slave Delay lines are fed to the clock distribution network.

For more information, please see TN1178, LatticeECP3 sysCLOCK PLL/DLL Design and Usage Guide.

Figure 2-6. Top-Level Block Diagram, High-Speed DLL and Slave Delay Line

Signal I/O Description

CLKI I Clock input from external pin or routing 

CLKFB I DLL feed input from DLL output, clock net, routing or external pin 

RSTN I Active low synchronous reset

ALUHOLD I Active high freezes the ALU

UDDCNTL I Synchronous enable signal (hold high for two cycles) from routing

CLKOP O The primary clock output 

CLKOS O The secondary clock output with fine delay shift and/or division by 2 or by 4

LOCK O Active high phase lock indicator

INCI I Incremental indicator from another DLL via CIB.

GRAYI[5:0] I Gray-coded digital control bus from another DLL in time reference mode.

DIFF O Difference indicator when DCNTL is difference than the internal setting and update is needed.

INCO O Incremental indicator to other DLLs via CIB.

GRAYO[5:0] O Gray-coded digital control bus to other DLLs via CIB
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* This signal is not user accessible. It can only be used to feed the slave delay line.

www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/view_document.cfm?document_id=32318
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Figure 2-8. Clock Divider Connections

Clock Distribution Network 
LatticeECP3 devices have eight quadrant-based primary clocks and eight secondary clock/control sources. Two 
high performance edge clocks are available on the top, left, and right edges of the device to support high speed 
interfaces. These clock sources are selected from external I/Os, the sysCLOCK PLLs, DLLs or routing. These clock 
sources are fed throughout the chip via a clock distribution system. 

Primary Clock Sources 
LatticeECP3 devices derive clocks from six primary source types: PLL outputs, DLL outputs, CLKDIV outputs, ded-
icated clock inputs, routing and SERDES Quads. LatticeECP3 devices have two to ten sysCLOCK PLLs and two 
DLLs, located on the left and right sides of the device. There are six dedicated clock inputs: two on the top side, two 
on the left side and two on the right side of the device. Figures 2-9, 2-10 and 2-11 show the primary clock sources 
for LatticeECP3 devices.

Figure 2-9. Primary Clock Sources for LatticeECP3-17
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Table 2-6. Secondary Clock Regions

Figure 2-15. LatticeECP3-70 and LatticeECP3-95 Secondary Clock Regions
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Edge Clock Sources
Edge clock resources can be driven from a variety of sources at the same edge. Edge clock resources can be 
driven from adjacent edge clock PIOs, primary clock PIOs, PLLs, DLLs, Slave Delay and clock dividers as shown in 
Figure 2-19.

Figure 2-19. Edge Clock Sources

Edge Clock Routing
LatticeECP3 devices have a number of high-speed edge clocks that are intended for use with the PIOs in the 
implementation of high-speed interfaces. There are six edge clocks per device: two edge clocks on each of the top, 
left, and right edges. Different PLL and DLL outputs are routed to the two muxes on the left and right sides of the 
device. In addition, the CLKINDEL signal (generated from the DLL Slave Delay Line block) is routed to all the edge 
clock muxes on the left and right sides of the device. Figure 2-20 shows the selection muxes for these clocks.
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MMAC DSP Element
The LatticeECP3 supports a MAC with two multipliers. This is called Multiply Multiply Accumulate or MMAC. In this 
case, the two operands, AA and AB, are multiplied and the result is added with the previous accumulated value and 
with the result of the multiplier operation of operands BA and BB. This accumulated value is available at the output. 
The user can enable the input and pipeline registers, but the output register is always enabled. The output register 
is used to store the accumulated value. The ALU is configured as the accumulator in the sysDSP slice. A registered 
overflow signal is also available. The overflow conditions are provided later in this document. Figure 2-28 shows the 
MMAC sysDSP element. 

Figure 2-28. MMAC sysDSP Element
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Two adjacent PIOs can be joined to provide a differential I/O pair (labeled as “T” and “C”) as shown in Figure 2-32. 
The PAD Labels “T” and “C” distinguish the two PIOs. Approximately 50% of the PIO pairs on the left and right 
edges of the device can be configured as true LVDS outputs. All I/O pairs can operate as LVDS inputs. 

Table 2-11. PIO Signal List 

PIO 
The PIO contains four blocks: an input register block, output register block, tristate register block and a control logic 
block. These blocks contain registers for operating in a variety of modes along with the necessary clock and selec-
tion logic.

Input Register Block 
The input register blocks for the PIOs, in the left, right and top edges, contain delay elements and registers that can 
be used to condition high-speed interface signals, such as DDR memory interfaces and source synchronous inter-
faces, before they are passed to the device core. Figure 2-33 shows the input register block for the left, right and 
top edges. The input register block for the bottom edge contains one element to register the input signal and no 
DDR registers. The following description applies to the input register block for PIOs in the left, right and top edges 
only.

Name Type Description

INDD Input Data Register bypassed input. This is not the same port as INCK.

IPA, INA, IPB, INB Input Data Ports to core for input data

OPOSA, ONEGA1, 
OPOSB, ONEGB1

Output Data Output signals from core. An exception is the ONEGB port, used for tristate logic 
at the DQS pad.

CE PIO Control Clock enables for input and output block flip-flops.

SCLK PIO Control System Clock (PCLK) for input and output/TS blocks. Connected from clock ISB.

LSR PIO Control Local Set/Reset

ECLK1, ECLK2 PIO Control Edge clock sources. Entire PIO selects one of two sources using mux.

ECLKDQSR1 Read Control From DQS_STROBE, shifted strobe for memory interfaces only.

DDRCLKPOL1 Read Control Ensures transfer from DQS domain to SCLK domain.

DDRLAT1 Read Control Used to guarantee INDDRX2 gearing by selectively enabling a D-Flip-Flop in dat-
apath.

DEL[3:0] Read Control Dynamic input delay control bits.

INCK To Clock Distribution 
and PLL

PIO treated as clock PIO, path to distribute to primary clocks and PLL.

TS Tristate Data Tristate signal from core (SDR)

DQCLK01, DQCLK11 Write Control Two clocks edges, 90 degrees out of phase, used in output gearing.

DQSW2 Write Control Used for output and tristate logic at DQS only.

DYNDEL[7:0] Write Control Shifting of write clocks for specific DQS group, using 6:0 each step is approxi-
mately 25ps, 128 steps. Bit 7 is an invert (timing depends on input frequency). 
There is also a static control for this 8-bit setting, enabled with a memory cell.

DCNTL[6:0] PIO Control Original delay code from DDR DLL

DATAVALID1 Output Data Status flag from DATAVALID logic, used to indicate when input data is captured in 
IOLOGIC and valid to core.

READ For DQS_Strobe Read signal for DDR memory interface

DQSI For DQS_Strobe Unshifted DQS strobe from input pad

PRMBDET For DQS_Strobe DQSI biased to go high when DQSI is tristate, goes to input logic block as well as 
core logic.

GSRN Control from routing Global Set/Reset

1. Signals available on left/right/top edges only.
2. Selected PIO.
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To accomplish write leveling in DDR3, each DQS group has a slightly different delay that is set by DYN DELAY[7:0] 
in the DQS Write Control logic block. The DYN DELAY can set 128 possible delay step settings. In addition, the 
most significant bit will invert the clock for a 180-degree shift of the incoming clock. 

LatticeECP3 input and output registers can also support DDR gearing that is used to receive and transmit the high 
speed DDR data from and to the DDR3 Memory. 

LatticeECP3 supports the 1.5V SSTL I/O standard required for the DDR3 memory interface. For more information, 
refer to the sysIO section of this data sheet. 

Please see TN1180, LatticeECP3 High-Speed I/O Interface for more information on DDR Memory interface imple-
mentation in LatticeECP3.

sysI/O Buffer 
Each I/O is associated with a flexible buffer referred to as a sysI/O buffer. These buffers are arranged around the 
periphery of the device in groups referred to as banks. The sysI/O buffers allow users to implement the wide variety 
of standards that are found in today’s systems including LVDS, BLVDS, HSTL, SSTL Class I & II, LVCMOS, LVTTL, 
LVPECL, PCI.

sysI/O Buffer Banks 
LatticeECP3 devices have six sysI/O buffer banks: six banks for user I/Os arranged two per side. The banks on the 
bottom side are wraparounds of the banks on the lower right and left sides. The seventh sysI/O buffer bank (Config-
uration Bank) is located adjacent to Bank 2 and has dedicated/shared I/Os for configuration. When a shared pin is 
not used for configuration it is available as a user I/O. Each bank is capable of supporting multiple I/O standards. 
Each sysI/O bank has its own I/O supply voltage (VCCIO). In addition, each bank, except the Configuration Bank, 
has voltage references, VREF1 and VREF2, which allow it to be completely independent from the others. Figure 2-38 
shows the seven banks and their associated supplies. 

In LatticeECP3 devices, single-ended output buffers and ratioed input buffers (LVTTL, LVCMOS and PCI) are pow-
ered using VCCIO. LVTTL, LVCMOS33, LVCMOS25 and LVCMOS12 can also be set as fixed threshold inputs inde-
pendent of VCCIO. 

Each bank can support up to two separate VREF voltages, VREF1 and VREF2, that set the threshold for the refer-
enced input buffers. Some dedicated I/O pins in a bank can be configured to be a reference voltage supply pin. 
Each I/O is individually configurable based on the bank’s supply and reference voltages. 

www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/view_document.cfm?document_id=32320
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Table 2-16. Selectable Master Clock (MCCLK) Frequencies During Configuration (Nominal)

Density Shifting 
The LatticeECP3 family is designed to ensure that different density devices in the same family and in the same 
package have the same pinout. Furthermore, the architecture ensures a high success rate when performing design 
migration from lower density devices to higher density devices. In many cases, it is also possible to shift a lower uti-
lization design targeted for a high-density device to a lower density device. However, the exact details of the final 
resource utilization will impact the likelihood of success in each case. An example is that some user I/Os may 
become No Connects in smaller devices in the same package. Refer to the LatticeECP3 Pin Migration Tables and 
Diamond software for specific restrictions and limitations.

MCCLK (MHz) MCCLK (MHz) 

10

2.51 13

4.3 152

5.4 20

6.9 26

8.1 333

9.2

1. Software default MCCLK frequency. Hardware default is 3.1 MHz.
2. Maximum MCCLK with encryption enabled.
3. Maximum MCCLK without encryption.

http://www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/index.cfm?fuseaction=view_documents&document_type=32&sloc=01-01-00-10
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sysI/O Single-Ended DC Electrical Characteristics

Input/Output 
Standard

VIL VIH  VOL
Max. (V)

VOH
Min. (V) IOL

1 (mA) IOH
1 (mA)Min. (V) Max. (V) Min. (V) Max. (V)

LVCMOS33 –0.3 0.8 2.0 3.6
0.4 VCCIO - 0.4 20, 16, 

12, 8, 4
–20, –16, 

–12, -8, –4

0.2 VCCIO - 0.2 0.1 –0.1

LVCMOS25 –0.3 0.7 1.7 3.6
0.4 VCCIO - 0.4 20, 16, 

12, 8, 4
–20, –16, 

–12, –8, –4

0.2 VCCIO - 0.2 0.1 –0.1

LVCMOS18 –0.3 0.35 VCCIO 0.65 VCCIO 3.6
0.4 VCCIO - 0.4 16, 12, 

8, 4
–16, –12,

–8, –4

0.2 VCCIO - 0.2 0.1 –0.1

LVCMOS15 –0.3 0.35 VCCIO 0.65 VCCIO 3.6
0.4 VCCIO - 0.4 8, 4 –8, –4

0.2 VCCIO - 0.2 0.1 –0.1

LVCMOS12 –0.3 0.35 VCC 0.65 VCC 3.6
0.4 VCCIO - 0.4 6, 2 –6, –2

0.2 VCCIO - 0.2 0.1 –0.1

LVTTL33 –0.3 0.8 2.0 3.6
0.4 VCCIO - 0.4 20, 16, 

12, 8, 4
–20, –16, 

–12, –8, –4

0.2 VCCIO - 0.2 0.1 –0.1

PCI33 –0.3 0.3 VCCIO 0.5 VCCIO 3.6 0.1 VCCIO 0.9 VCCIO 1.5 –0.5

SSTL18_I –0.3 VREF - 0.125 VREF + 0.125 3.6 0.4 VCCIO - 0.4 6.7 –6.7

SSTL18_II
(DDR2 Memory) –0.3 VREF - 0.125 VREF + 0.125 3.6 0.28 VCCIO - 0.28

8 –8

11 –11

SSTL2_I –0.3 VREF - 0.18 VREF + 0.18 3.6 0.54 VCCIO - 0.62
7.6 –7.6

12 –12

SSTL2_II
(DDR Memory) –0.3 VREF - 0.18 VREF + 0.18 3.6 0.35 VCCIO - 0.43

15.2 –15.2

20 –20

SSTL3_I –0.3 VREF - 0.2 VREF + 0.2 3.6 0.7 VCCIO - 1.1 8 –8

SSTL3_II –0.3 VREF - 0.2 VREF + 0.2 3.6 0.5 VCCIO - 0.9 16 –16

SSTL15 
(DDR3 Memory) –0.3 VREF - 0.1 VREF + 0.1 3.6 0.3

VCCIO - 0.3 7.5 –7.5

VCCIO * 0.8 9 –9

HSTL15_I –0.3 VREF - 0.1 VREF + 0.1 3.6 0.4 VCCIO - 0.4
4 –4

8 –8

HSTL18_I –0.3 VREF - 0.1 VREF + 0.1 3.6 0.4 VCCIO - 0.4
8 –8

12 –12

HSTL18_II –0.3 VREF - 0.1 VREF + 0.1 3.6 0.4 VCCIO - 0.4 16 –16

1. For electromigration, the average DC current drawn by I/O pads between two consecutive VCCIO or GND pad connections, or between the 
last VCCIO or GND in an I/O bank and the end of an I/O bank, as shown in the Logic Signal Connections table (also shown as I/O grouping) 
shall not exceed n * 8 mA, where n is the number of I/O pads between the two consecutive bank VCCIO or GND connections or between the 
last VCCIO and GND in a bank and the end of a bank. IO Grouping can be found in the Data Sheet Pin Tables, which can also be generated 
from the Lattice Diamond software.
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tH_DEL
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register with Input Data Delay ECP3-150EA 0.0 — 0.0 — 0.0 — ns

fMAX_IO
Clock Frequency of I/O and PFU 
Register ECP3-150EA — 500 — 420 — 375 MHz

tCO
Clock to Output - PIO Output 
Register ECP3-70EA/95EA — 3.8 — 4.2 — 4.6 ns

tSU
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-70EA/95EA 0.0 — 0.0  — 0.0 — ns

tH
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-70EA/95EA 1.4 — 1.6 — 1.8 — ns

tSU_DEL
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register with Data Input Delay ECP3-70EA/95EA 1.3 — 1.5 — 1.7 — ns

tH_DEL
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register with Input Data Delay ECP3-70EA/95EA 0.0 — 0.0 — 0.0 — ns

fMAX_IO
Clock Frequency of I/O and PFU 
Register ECP3-70EA/95EA — 500 — 420 — 375 MHz

tCO
Clock to Output - PIO Output 
Register ECP3-35EA — 3.7 — 4.1 — 4.5 ns

tSU
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-35EA 0.0 — 0.0 — 0.0 — ns

tH
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-35EA 1.2 — 1.4 — 1.6 — ns

tSU_DEL
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register with Data Input Delay ECP3-35EA 1.3 — 1.4 — 1.5 — ns

tH_DEL
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register with Input Data Delay ECP3-35EA 0.0 — 0.0 — 0.0 — ns

fMAX_IO
Clock Frequency of I/O and PFU 
Register ECP3-35EA — 500 — 420 — 375 MHz

tCO
Clock to Output - PIO Output 
Register ECP3-17EA — 3.5 — 3.9 — 4.3 ns

tSU
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-17EA 0.0 — 0.0 — 0.0 — ns

tH
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-17EA 1.3 — 1.5 — 1.6 — ns

tSU_DEL
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register with Data Input Delay ECP3-17EA 1.3 — 1.4 — 1.5 — ns

tH_DEL
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register with Input Data Delay ECP3-17EA 0.0 — 0.0 — 0.0 — ns

fMAX_IO
Clock Frequency of I/O and PFU 
Register ECP3-17EA — 500 — 420 — 375 MHz

General I/O Pin Parameters Using Dedicated Clock Input Primary Clock with PLL with Clock Injection Removal Setting2

tCOPLL
Clock to Output - PIO Output 
Register ECP3-150EA — 3.3 — 3.6 — 39 ns

tSUPLL
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-150EA 0.7 — 0.8 — 0.9 — ns

tHPLL
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-150EA 0.8 — 0.9 — 1.0 — ns

tSU_DELPLL
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register with Data Input Delay ECP3-150EA 1.6 — 1.8 — 2.0 — ns

tH_DELPLL
Clock to Data Hold - PIO Input 
Register with Input Data Delay ECP3-150EA — 0.0 — 0.0 — 0.0 ns

tCOPLL
Clock to Output - PIO Output 
Register ECP3-70EA/95EA — 3.3 — 3.5 — 3.8 ns

tSUPLL
Clock to Data Setup - PIO Input 
Register ECP3-70EA/95EA 0.7 — 0.8  — 0.9 — ns

LatticeECP3 External Switching Characteristics (Continued)1, 2, 3, 13

Over Recommended Commercial Operating Conditions

Parameter Description Device

–8 –7 –6

UnitsMin. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max.
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Generic DDRX2 Output with Clock and Data (>10 Bits Wide) Centered at Pin  Using PLL (GDDRX2_TX.PLL.Centered)10

Left and Right Sides

tDVBGDDR Data Valid Before CLK All ECP3EA Devices 285 — 370 — 431 — ps

tDVAGDDR Data Valid After CLK All ECP3EA Devices 285 — 370 — 432 — ps

fMAX_GDDR DDRX2 Clock Frequency All ECP3EA Devices — 500 — 420 — 375 MHz

Memory Interface

DDR/DDR2 I/O Pin Parameters (Input Data are Strobe Edge Aligned, Output Strobe Edge is Data Centered)4 

tDVADQ Data Valid After DQS (DDR Read) All ECP3 Devices — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVEDQ Data Hold After DQS (DDR Read) All ECP3 Devices 0.64 — 0.64 — 0.64 — UI

tDQVBS Data Valid Before DQS All ECP3 Devices 0.25 — 0.25 — 0.25 — UI

tDQVAS Data Valid After DQS  All ECP3 Devices 0.25 — 0.25 — 0.25 — UI

fMAX_DDR DDR Clock Frequency All ECP3 Devices 95 200 95 200 95 166 MHz

fMAX_DDR2 DDR2 clock frequency All ECP3 Devices 125 266 125 200 125 166 MHz

DDR3 (Using PLL for SCLK) I/O Pin Parameters

tDVADQ Data Valid After DQS (DDR Read) All ECP3 Devices — 0.225 — 0.225 — 0.225 UI

tDVEDQ Data Hold After DQS (DDR Read) All ECP3 Devices 0.64 — 0.64 — 0.64 — UI

tDQVBS Data Valid Before DQS All ECP3 Devices 0.25 — 0.25 — 0.25 — UI

tDQVAS Data Valid After DQS  All ECP3 Devices 0.25 — 0.25 — 0.25 — UI

fMAX_DDR3 DDR3 clock frequency All ECP3 Devices 300 400 266 333 266 300 MHz

DDR3 Clock Timing

tCH (avg)9 Average High Pulse Width All ECP3 Devices 0.47 0.53 0.47 0.53 0.47 0.53 UI

tCL (avg)9 Average Low Pulse Width All ECP3 Devices 0.47 0.53 0.47 0.53 0.47 0.53 UI

tJIT (per, lck)9 Output Clock Period Jitter During 
DLL Locking Period All ECP3 Devices –90 90 –90 90 –90 90 ps

tJIT (cc, lck)9 Output Cycle-to-Cycle Period Jit-
ter During DLL Locking Period All ECP3 Devices — 180 — 180 — 180 ps

1. Commercial timing numbers are shown. Industrial numbers are typically slower and can be extracted from the Diamond or ispLEVER soft-
ware.

2. General I/O timing numbers based on LVCMOS 2.5, 12mA, Fast Slew Rate, 0pf load.
3. Generic DDR timing numbers based on LVDS I/O.
4. DDR timing numbers based on SSTL25. DDR2 timing numbers based on SSTL18.
5. DDR3 timing numbers based on SSTL15.
6. Uses LVDS I/O standard.
7. The current version of software does not support per bank skew numbers; this will be supported in a future release.
8. Maximum clock frequencies are tested under best case conditions. System performance may vary upon the user environment.
9. Using settings generated by IPexpress.
10. These numbers are generated using best case PLL located in the center of the device.
11. Uses SSTL25 Class II Differential I/O Standard.
12. All numbers are generated with ispLEVER 8.1 software.
13. For details on -9 speed grade devices, please contact your Lattice Sales Representative.

LatticeECP3 External Switching Characteristics (Continued)1, 2, 3, 13

Over Recommended Commercial Operating Conditions

Parameter Description Device

–8 –7 –6

UnitsMin. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max.
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LatticeECP3 Family Timing Adders1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 
Over Recommended Commercial Operating Conditions

Buffer Type Description –8 –7 –6 Units

Input Adjusters 

LVDS25E LVDS, Emulated, VCCIO = 2.5 V 0.03 –0.01 –0.03 ns

LVDS25 LVDS, VCCIO = 2.5 V 0.03 0.00 –0.04 ns

BLVDS25 BLVDS, Emulated, VCCIO = 2.5 V 0.03 0.00 –0.04 ns

MLVDS25 MLVDS, Emulated, VCCIO = 2.5 V 0.03 0.00 –0.04 ns

RSDS25 RSDS, VCCIO = 2.5 V 0.03 –0.01 –0.03 ns

PPLVDS Point-to-Point LVDS 0.03 –0.01 –0.03 ns

TRLVDS Transition-Reduced LVDS 0.03 0.00 –0.04 ns

Mini MLVDS Mini LVDS 0.03 –0.01 –0.03 ns

LVPECL33 LVPECL, Emulated, VCCIO = 3.3 V 0.17 0.23 0.28 ns

HSTL18_I HSTL_18 class I, VCCIO = 1.8 V 0.20 0.17 0.13 ns

HSTL18_II HSTL_18 class II, VCCIO = 1.8 V 0.20 0.17 0.13 ns

HSTL18D_I Differential HSTL 18 class I 0.20 0.17 0.13 ns

HSTL18D_II Differential HSTL 18 class II 0.20 0.17 0.13 ns

HSTL15_I HSTL_15 class I, VCCIO = 1.5 V 0.10 0.12 0.13 ns

HSTL15D_I Differential HSTL 15 class I 0.10 0.12 0.13 ns

SSTL33_I SSTL_3 class I, VCCIO = 3.3 V 0.17 0.23 0.28 ns

SSTL33_II SSTL_3 class II, VCCIO = 3.3 V 0.17 0.23 0.28 ns

SSTL33D_I Differential SSTL_3 class I 0.17 0.23 0.28 ns

SSTL33D_II Differential SSTL_3 class II 0.17 0.23 0.28 ns

SSTL25_I SSTL_2 class I, VCCIO = 2.5 V 0.12 0.14 0.16 ns

SSTL25_II SSTL_2 class II, VCCIO = 2.5 V 0.12 0.14 0.16 ns

SSTL25D_I Differential SSTL_2 class I 0.12 0.14 0.16 ns

SSTL25D_II Differential SSTL_2 class II 0.12 0.14 0.16 ns

SSTL18_I SSTL_18 class I, VCCIO = 1.8 V 0.08 0.06 0.04 ns

SSTL18_II SSTL_18 class II, VCCIO = 1.8 V 0.08 0.06 0.04 ns

SSTL18D_I Differential SSTL_18 class I 0.08 0.06 0.04 ns

SSTL18D_II Differential SSTL_18 class II 0.08 0.06 0.04 ns

SSTL15 SSTL_15, VCCIO = 1.5 V 0.087 0.059 0.032 ns

SSTL15D Differential SSTL_15 0.087 0.059 0.032 ns

LVTTL33 LVTTL, VCCIO = 3.3 V 0.07 0.07 0.07 ns

LVCMOS33 LVCMOS, VCCIO = 3.3 V 0.07 0.07 0.07 ns

LVCMOS25 LVCMOS, VCCIO = 2.5 V 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

LVCMOS18 LVCMOS, VCCIO = 1.8 V –0.13 –0.13 –0.13 ns

LVCMOS15 LVCMOS, VCCIO = 1.5 V –0.07 –0.07 –0.07 ns

LVCMOS12 LVCMOS, VCCIO = 1.2 V –0.20 –0.19 –0.19 ns

PCI33 PCI, VCCIO = 3.3 V 0.07 0.07 0.07 ns

Output Adjusters 

LVDS25E LVDS, Emulated, VCCIO = 2.5 V 1.02 1.14 1.26 ns

LVDS25 LVDS, VCCIO = 2.5 V –0.11 –0.07 –0.03 ns

BLVDS25 BLVDS, Emulated, VCCIO = 2.5 V 1.01 1.13 1.25 ns

MLVDS25 MLVDS, Emulated, VCCIO = 2.5 V 1.01 1.13 1.25 ns
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RSDS25 RSDS, VCCIO = 2.5 V –0.07 –0.04 –0.01 ns

PPLVDS Point-to-Point LVDS, True LVDS, VCCIO = 2.5 V or 3.3 V –0.22 –0.19 –0.16 ns

LVPECL33 LVPECL, Emulated, VCCIO = 3.3 V 0.67 0.76 0.86 ns

HSTL18_I HSTL_18 class I 8mA drive, VCCIO = 1.8 V 1.20 1.34 1.47 ns

HSTL18_II HSTL_18 class II, VCCIO = 1.8 V 0.89 1.00 1.11 ns

HSTL18D_I Differential HSTL 18 class I 8 mA drive 1.20 1.34 1.47 ns

HSTL18D_II Differential HSTL 18 class II 0.89 1.00 1.11 ns

HSTL15_I HSTL_15 class I 4 mA drive, VCCIO = 1.5 V 1.67 1.83 1.99 ns

HSTL15D_I Differential HSTL 15 class I 4 mA drive 1.67 1.83 1.99 ns

SSTL33_I SSTL_3 class I, VCCIO = 3.3 V 1.12 1.17 1.21 ns

SSTL33_II SSTL_3 class II, VCCIO = 3.3 V 1.08 1.12 1.15 ns

SSTL33D_I Differential SSTL_3 class I 1.12 1.17 1.21 ns

SSTL33D_II Differential SSTL_3 class II 1.08 1.12 1.15 ns

SSTL25_I SSTL_2 class I 8 mA drive, VCCIO = 2.5 V 1.06 1.19 1.31 ns

SSTL25_II SSTL_2 class II 16 mA drive, VCCIO = 2.5 V 1.04 1.17 1.31 ns

SSTL25D_I Differential SSTL_2 class I 8 mA drive 1.06 1.19 1.31 ns

SSTL25D_II Differential SSTL_2 class II 16 mA drive 1.04 1.17 1.31 ns

SSTL18_I SSTL_1.8 class I, VCCIO = 1.8 V 0.70 0.84 0.97 ns

SSTL18_II SSTL_1.8 class II 8 mA drive, VCCIO = 1.8 V 0.70 0.84 0.97 ns

SSTL18D_I Differential SSTL_1.8 class I 0.70 0.84 0.97 ns

SSTL18D_II Differential SSTL_1.8 class II 8 mA drive 0.70 0.84 0.97 ns

SSTL15 SSTL_1.5, VCCIO = 1.5 V 1.22 1.35 1.48 ns

SSTL15D Differential SSTL_15 1.22 1.35 1.48 ns

LVTTL33_4mA LVTTL 4 mA drive, VCCIO = 3.3V 0.25 0.24 0.23 ns

LVTTL33_8mA LVTTL 8 mA drive, VCCIO = 3.3V –0.06 –0.06 –0.07 ns

LVTTL33_12mA LVTTL 12 mA drive, VCCIO = 3.3V –0.01 –0.02 –0.02 ns

LVTTL33_16mA LVTTL 16 mA drive, VCCIO = 3.3V –0.07 –0.07 –0.08 ns

LVTTL33_20mA LVTTL 20 mA drive, VCCIO = 3.3V –0.12 –0.13 –0.14 ns

LVCMOS33_4mA LVCMOS 3.3 4 mA drive, fast slew rate 0.25 0.24 0.23 ns

LVCMOS33_8mA LVCMOS 3.3 8 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.06 –0.06 –0.07 ns

LVCMOS33_12mA LVCMOS 3.3 12 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.01 –0.02 –0.02 ns

LVCMOS33_16mA LVCMOS 3.3 16 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.07 –0.07 –0.08 ns

LVCMOS33_20mA LVCMOS 3.3 20 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.12 –0.13 –0.14 ns

LVCMOS25_4mA LVCMOS 2.5 4 mA drive, fast slew rate 0.12 0.10 0.09 ns

LVCMOS25_8mA LVCMOS 2.5 8 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.05 –0.06 –0.07 ns

LVCMOS25_12mA LVCMOS 2.5 12 mA drive, fast slew rate 0.00 0.00 0.00 ns

LVCMOS25_16mA LVCMOS 2.5 16 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.12 –0.13 –0.14 ns

LVCMOS25_20mA LVCMOS 2.5 20 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.12 –0.13 –0.14 ns

LVCMOS18_4mA LVCMOS 1.8 4 mA drive, fast slew rate 0.11 0.12 0.14 ns

LVCMOS18_8mA LVCMOS 1.8 8 mA drive, fast slew rate 0.11 0.12 0.14 ns

LVCMOS18_12mA LVCMOS 1.8 12 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.04 –0.03 –0.03 ns

LVCMOS18_16mA LVCMOS 1.8 16 mA drive, fast slew rate –0.04 –0.03 –0.03 ns

LatticeECP3 Family Timing Adders1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 (Continued)
Over Recommended Commercial Operating Conditions

Buffer Type Description –8 –7 –6 Units
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sysCLOCK PLL Timing
Over Recommended Operating Conditions

Parameter Descriptions Conditions Clock Min. Typ. Max. Units

fIN
Input clock frequency (CLKI, 
CLKFB)  

Edge clock 2 — 500 MHz

Primary clock4 2 — 420 MHz

fOUT
Output clock frequency (CLKOP, 
CLKOS)  

Edge clock 4 — 500 MHz

Primary clock4 4 — 420 MHz

fOUT1 K-Divider output frequency CLKOK 0.03125 — 250 MHz

fOUT2 K2-Divider output frequency CLKOK2 0.667 — 166 MHz

fVCO PLL VCO frequency  500 — 1000 MHz

fPFD
3 Phase detector input frequency  Edge clock 2 — 500 MHz

Primary clock4 2 — 420 MHz

AC Characteristics

tPA Programmable delay unit  65 130 260 ps

tDT
Output clock duty cycle 
(CLKOS, at 50% setting)

Edge clock 45 50 55 %

fOUT 250 MHz Primary clock 45 50 55 %

fOUT > 250 MHz Primary clock 30 50 70 %

tCPA
Coarse phase shift error 
(CLKOS, at all settings)  -5 0 +5 % of 

period

tOPW

Output clock pulse width high or 
low 
(CLKOS)

 1.8 — — ns

tOPJIT
1 Output clock period jitter

fOUT  420 MHz — — 200 ps

420 MHz > fOUT  100 MHz — — 250 ps

fOUT < 100 MHz — — 0.025 UIPP

tSK
Input clock to output clock skew 
when N/M = integer  — — 500 ps

tLOCK
2 Lock time

2 to 25 MHz — — 200 us

25 to 500 MHz — — 50 us

tUNLOCK
Reset to PLL unlock time to 
ensure fast reset  — — 50 ns

tHI Input clock high time 90% to 90% 0.5 — — ns

tLO Input clock low time 10% to 10% 0.5 — — ns

tIPJIT Input clock period jitter  — — 400 ps

tRST

Reset signal pulse width high, 
RSTK  10 — — ns

Reset signal pulse width high, 
RST  500 — — ns

1. Jitter sample is taken over 10,000 samples of the primary PLL output with clean reference clock with no additional I/O toggling.
2. Output clock is valid after tLOCK for PLL reset and dynamic delay adjustment.
3. Period jitter and cycle-to-cycle jitter numbers are guaranteed for fPFD > 4 MHz. For fPFD < 4 MHz, the jitter numbers may not be met in cer-

tain conditions. Please contact the factory for fPFD < 4 MHz. 
4. When using internal feedback, maximum can be up to 500 MHz.
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SMPTE SD/HD-SDI/3G-SDI (Serial Digital Interface) Electrical and Timing 
Characteristics
AC and DC Characteristics
Table 3-19. Transmit

Table 3-20. Receive

Table 3-21. Reference Clock

Symbol Description Test Conditions Min. Typ. Max. Units

BRSDO Serial data rate 270 — 2975 Mbps

TJALIGNMENT
 2 Serial output jitter, alignment 270 Mbps — — 0.20 UI

TJALIGNMENT
 2 Serial output jitter, alignment 1485 Mbps — — 0.20 UI

TJALIGNMENT
1, 2 Serial output jitter, alignment 2970Mbps — — 0.30 UI

TJTIMING Serial output jitter, timing 270 Mbps — — 0.20 UI

TJTIMING Serial output jitter, timing 1485 Mbps — — 1.0 UI

TJTIMING Serial output jitter, timing 2970 Mbps — — 2.0 UI

Notes:
1. Timing jitter is measured in accordance with SMPTE RP 184-1996, SMPTE RP 192-1996 and the applicable serial data transmission stan-

dard, SMPTE 259M-1997 or SMPTE 292M (proposed). A color bar test pattern is used.The value of fSCLK is 270 MHz or 360 MHz for 
SMPTE 259M, 540 MHz for SMPTE 344M or 1485 MHz for SMPTE 292M serial data rates. See the Timing Jitter Bandpass section.

2. Jitter is defined in accordance with SMPTE RP1 184-1996 as: jitter at an equipment output in the absence of input jitter.
3. All Tx jitter is measured at the output of an industry standard cable driver; connection to the cable driver is via a 50 Ohm impedance differ-

ential signal from the Lattice SERDES device.
4. The cable driver drives: RL=75 Ohm, AC-coupled at 270, 1485, or 2970 Mbps, RREFLVL=RREFPRE=4.75 kOhm 1%.

Symbol Description Test Conditions Min. Typ. Max. Units

BRSDI Serial input data rate 270 — 2970 Mbps

CID Stream of non-transitions 
(=Consecutive Identical Digits)

7(3G)/26(SMPTE 
Triple rates) 

@ 10-12 BER
— — Bits

Symbol Description Test Conditions Min. Typ. Max. Units

FVCLK Video output clock frequency 27 — 74.25 MHz

DCV Duty cycle, video clock 45 50 55 %
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sysI/O Differential Electrical Characteristics
Transition Reduced LVDS (TRLVDS DC Specification)

Over Recommended Operating Conditions

Mini LVDS
Over Recommended Operating Conditions

Symbol Description Min. Nom. Max. Units

VCCO Driver supply voltage (+/– 5%) 3.14 3.3 3.47 V

VID Input differential voltage 150 — 1200 mV

VICM Input common mode voltage 3 — 3.265 V

VCCO Termination supply voltage 3.14 3.3 3.47 V

RT Termination resistance (off-chip) 45 50 55 Ohms

Note: LatticeECP3 only supports the TRLVDS receiver.

Parameter Symbol Description Min. Typ. Max. Units

ZO Single-ended PCB trace impedance 30 50 75 Ohms

RT Differential termination resistance 50 100 150 Ohms

VOD Output voltage, differential, |VOP - VOM| 300 — 600 mV

VOS Output voltage, common mode, |VOP + VOM|/2 1 1.2 1.4 V

VOD Change in VOD, between H and L — — 50 mV

VID Change in VOS, between H and L — — 50 mV

VTHD Input voltage, differential, |VINP - VINM| 200 — 600 mV

VCM Input voltage, common mode, |VINP + VINM|/2 0.3+(VTHD/2) — 2.1-(VTHD/2)

TR, TF Output rise and fall times, 20% to 80% — — 550 ps

TODUTY Output clock duty cycle 40 — 60 %

Note: Data is for 6 mA differential current drive. Other differential driver current options are available.

Current 
Source

VCCO = 3.3 V

Z0

RT RTTransmitter

Receiver
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Part Number Voltage Grade1 Power Package Pins Temp. LUTs (K) 

LFE3-150EA-6FN672I 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-7FN672I 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-8FN672I 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-6LFN672I 1.2 V –6 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-7LFN672I 1.2 V –7 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-8LFN672I 1.2 V –8 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-6FN1156I 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-7FN1156I 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-8FN1156I 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-6LFN1156I 1.2 V –6 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-7LFN1156I 1.2 V –7 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-8LFN1156I 1.2 V –8 LOW Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

1. For ordering information on -9 speed grade devices, please contact your Lattice Sales Representative.

Part Number Voltage Grade Power Package Pins Temp. LUTs (K)

LFE3-150EA-6FN672ITW1 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-7FN672ITW1 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-8FN672ITW1 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 672 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-6FN1156ITW1 1.2 V –6 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-7FN1156ITW1 1.2 V –7 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

LFE3-150EA-8FN1156ITW1 1.2 V –8 STD Lead-Free fpBGA 1156 IND 149

1. Specifications for the LFE3-150EA-spFNpkgCTW and LFE3-150EA-spFNpkgITW devices, (where sp is the speed and pkg 
is the package), are the same as the LFE3-150EA-spFNpkgC and LFE3-150EA-spFNpkgI devices respectively, except as 
specified below.
• The CTC (Clock Tolerance Circuit) inside the SERDES hard PCS in the TW device is not functional but it can be bypassed 

and implemented in soft IP.

•  The SERDES XRES pin on the TW device passes CDM testing at 250V.
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March 2010 01.6 Architecture Added Read-Before-Write information.

DC and Switching 
Characteristics

Added footnote #6 to Maximum I/O Buffer Speed table.

Corrected minimum operating conditions for input and output differential 
voltages in the Point-to-Point LVDS table.

Pinout Information Added pin information for the LatticeECP3-70EA and LatticeECP3-
95EA devices.

Ordering Information Added ordering part numbers for the LatticeECP3-70EA and 
LatticeECP3-95EA devices.

Removed dual mark information.

November 2009 01.5 Introduction Updated Embedded SERDES features.

Added SONET/SDH to Embedded SERDES protocols.

Architecture Updated Figure 2-4, General Purpose PLL Diagram.

Updated SONET/SDH to SERDES and PCS protocols.

Updated Table 2-13, SERDES Standard Support to include SONET/
SDH and updated footnote 2.

DC and Switching
Characterisitcs

Added footnote to ESD Performance table.

Updated SERDES Power Supply Requirements table and footnotes.

Updated Maximum I/O Buffer Speed table.

Updated Pin-to-Pin Peformance table.

Updated sysCLOCK PLL Timing table.

Updated DLL timing table.

Updated High-Speed Data Transmitter tables.

Updated High-Speed Data Receiver table.

Updated footnote for Receiver Total Jitter Tolerance Specification table.

Updated Periodic Receiver Jitter Tolerance Specification table.

Updated SERDES External Reference Clock Specification table.

Updated PCI Express Electrical and Timing AC and DC Characteristics.

Deleted Reference Clock table for PCI Express Electrical and Timing 
AC and DC Characteristics.

Updated SMPTE AC/DC Characteristics Transmit table.

Updated Mini LVDS table.

Updated RSDS table.

Added Supply Current (Standby) table for EA devices.

Updated Internal Switching Characteristics table.

Updated Register-to-Register Performance table.

Added HDMI Electrical and Timing Characteristics data.

Updated Family Timing Adders table.

Updated sysCONFIG Port Timing Specifications table.

Updated Recommended Operating Conditions table.

Updated Hot Socket Specifications table.

Updated Single-Ended DC table.

Updated TRLVDS table and figure.

Updated Serial Data Input Specifications table.

Updated HDMI Transmit and Receive table.

Ordering Information Added LFE3-150EA “TW” devices and footnotes to the Commercial and 
Industrial tables.
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