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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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F61 SPI Control SPICTL 00 137
F62 SPI Status SPISTAT 01 139
F63 SPI Mode SPIMODE 00 140
F64 SPI Diagnostic State SPIDST 00 141
F65 Reserved — XX
F66 SPI Baud Rate High Byte SPIBRH FF 142
F67 SPI Baud Rate Low Byte SPIBRL FF 142
F68-F6F Reserved — XX
Analog-to-Digital Converter 
F70 ADC Control ADCCTL 20 179
F71 Reserved — XX
F72 ADC Data High Byte ADCD_H XX 180
F73 ADC Data Low Bits ADCD_L XX 180
F74-FAF Reserved — XX
DMA 0
FB0 DMA0 Control DMA0CTL 00 167
FB1 DMA0 I/O Address DMA0IO XX 169
FB2 DMA0 End/Start Address High Nibble DMA0H XX 169
FB3 DMA0 Start Address Low Byte DMA0START XX 170
FB4 DMA0 End Address Low Byte DMA0END XX 170
DMA 1
FB8 DMA1 Control DMA1CTL 00 167
FB9 DMA1 I/O Address DMA1IO XX 169
FBA DMA1 End/Start Address High Nibble DMA1H XX 169
FBB DMA1 Start Address Low Byte DMA1START XX 170
FBC DMA1 End Address Low Byte DMA1END XX 170
DMA ADC
FBD DMA_ADC Address DMAA_ADDR XX 171
FBE DMA_ADC Control DMAACTL 00 172
FBF DMA_ADC Status DMAASTAT 00 173
Interrupt Controller
FC0 Interrupt Request 0 IRQ0 00 71
FC1 IRQ0 Enable High Bit IRQ0ENH 00 74
FC2 IRQ0 Enable Low Bit IRQ0ENL 00 74
FC3 Interrupt Request 1 IRQ1 00 72
FC4 IRQ1 Enable High Bit IRQ1ENH 00 75
FC5 IRQ1 Enable Low Bit IRQ1ENL 00 75
FC6 Interrupt Request 2 IRQ2 00 73
FC7 IRQ2 Enable High Bit IRQ2ENH 00 76
FC8 IRQ2 Enable Low Bit IRQ2ENL 00 76
FC9-FCC Reserved — XX

Table 7. Z8 Encore! XP 64K Series Flash Microcontrollers Register File Address Map (Continued)

Address (Hex) Register Description Mnemonic Reset (Hex) Page No
PS019919-1207  Register File Address Map



Z8 Encore! XP® 64K Series Flash Microcontrollers
Product Specification

28
Control Register 
Summary
Timer 0 High Byte   
T0H   (F00H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 0 current count value [15:8]

Timer 0 Low Byte
T0L   (F01H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 0 current count value [7:0]

Timer 0 Reload High Byte 
T0RH   (F02H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 0 reload value [15:8]

Timer 0 Reload Low Byte 
T0RL   (HF03 - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 0 reload value [7:0]

Timer 0 PWM High Byte
T0PWMH   (F04H - Read/Write) 
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 0 PWM value [15:8]

Timer 0 Control 0
T0CTL0   (F06H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Reserved
Cascade Timer
0 = Timer 0 Input signal is GPIO pin
1 = Timer 0 Input signal is Timer 3 
out
Reserved

Timer 0 Control 1
T0CTL1   (F07H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer Mode
 000 = One-Shot mode
 001 = CONTINUOUS mode
 010 = COUNTER mode
 011 = PWM mode
 100 = CAPTURE mode
 101 = COMPARE mode
 110 = GATED mode
 111 = Capture/COMPARE mode

Prescale Value
 000 = Divide by 1
 001 = Divide by 2
 010 = Divide by 4
 011 = Divide by 8
 100 = Divide by 16
 101 = Divide by 32
 110 = Divide by 64
111 = Divide by 128

Timer Input/Output Polarity
 Operation of this bit is a function of
 the current operating mode of the 
timer

Timer Enable
 0 = Timer is disabled
 1 = Timer is enabled

Timer 1 High Byte   
T1H   (F08H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 1 current count value [15:8]

Timer 1 Low Byte
T1L   (F09H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 1 current count value [7:0]

Timer 1 Reload High Byte 
T1RH   (F0AH - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 1 reload value [15:8]

Timer 1 Reload Low Byte 
T1RL   (F0BH - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Timer 1 reload value [7:0]
PS019919-1207  Control Register Summary



Z8 Encore! XP® 64K Series Flash Microcontrollers
Product Specification

75
T2ENL—Timer 2 Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
T1ENL—Timer 1 Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
T0ENL—Timer 0 Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
U0RENL—UART 0 Receive Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
U0TENL—UART 0 Transmit Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
I2CENL—I2C Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
SPIENL—SPI Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
ADCENL—ADC Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit

IRQ1 Enable High and Low Bit Registers
The IRQ1 Enable High and Low Bit registers (see Table 31 and Table 32 on page 76) form 
a priority encoded enabling for interrupts in the Interrupt Request 1 register. Priority is 
generated by setting bits in each register. Table 30 describes the priority control for IRQ1.

Table 29. IRQ0 Enable Low Bit Register (IRQ0ENL)

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD T2ENL T1ENL T0ENL U0RENL U0TENL I2CENL SPIENL ADCENL

RESET 0

R/W R/W

ADDR FC2H

Table 30. IRQ1 Enable and Priority Encoding

IRQ1ENH[x] IRQ1ENL[x] Priority Description

0 0 Disabled Disabled

0 1 Level 1 Low

1 0 Level 2 Nominal

1 1 Level 3 High

Note: where x indicates the register bits from 0 through 7.
PS019919-1207  Interrupt Controller
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PADxS—PAx/PDx Selection
0 = PAx is used for the interrupt for PAx/PDx interrupt request.
1 = PDx is used for the interrupt for PAx/PDx interrupt request.
where x indicates the specific GPIO Port pin number (0 through 7).

Interrupt Control Register
The Interrupt Control (IRQCTL) register (Table 38) contains the master enable bit for all 
interrupts.

IRQE—Interrupt Request Enable
This bit is set to 1 by execution of an EI or IRET instruction, or by a direct register write of 
a 1 to this bit. It is reset to 0 by executing a DI instruction, eZ8 CPU acknowledgement of 
an interrupt request, or Reset.
0 = Interrupts are disabled
1 = Interrupts are enabled

Reserved—Must be 0.

Table 38. Interrupt Control Register (IRQCTL)

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD IRQE Reserved

RESET 0

R/W R/W R

ADDR FCFH
PS019919-1207  Interrupt Controller
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Figure 12. Timer Block Diagram

Operation

The timers are 16-bit up-counters. Minimum time-out delay is set by loading the value 
0001H into the Timer Reload High and Low Byte registers and setting the prescale value 
to 1. Maximum time-out delay is set by loading the value 0000H into the Timer Reload 
High and Low Byte registers and setting the prescale value to 128. If the Timer reaches 
FFFFH, the timer rolls over to 0000H and continues counting.

Timer Operating Modes
The timers can be configured to operate in the following modes:

ONE-SHOT Mode
In ONE-SHOT mode, the timer counts up to the 16-bit Reload value stored in the Timer 
Reload High and Low Byte registers. The timer input is the system clock. Upon reaching 
the Reload value, the timer generates an interrupt and the count value in the Timer High 
and Low Byte registers is reset to 0001H. Then, the timer is automatically disabled and 
stops counting. 

Also, if the Timer Output alternate function is enabled, the Timer Output pin changes state 
for one system clock cycle (from Low to High or from High to Low) upon timer Reload. If 
it is desired to have the Timer Output make a permanent state change upon 
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The timer continues counting up to the 16-bit Reload value stored in the Timer Reload 
High and Low Byte registers. Upon reaching the Reload value, the timer generates an 
interrupt and continues counting.

Follow the steps below for configuring a timer for CAPTURE mode and initiating the 
count:

1. Write to the Timer Control 1 register to:
– Disable the timer
– Configure the timer for CAPTURE mode.
– Set the prescale value.
– Set the Capture edge (rising or falling) for the Timer Input.

2. Write to the Timer High and Low Byte registers to set the starting count value 
(typically 0001H).

3. Write to the Timer Reload High and Low Byte registers to set the Reload value. 

4. Clear the Timer PWM High and Low Byte registers to 0000H. This allows the 
software to determine if interrupts were generated by either a capture event or a 
reload. If the PWM High and Low Byte registers still contain 0000H after the 
interrupt, then the interrupt was generated by a Reload.

5. If desired, enable the timer interrupt and set the timer interrupt priority by writing to 
the relevant interrupt registers.

6. Configure the associated GPIO port pin for the Timer Input alternate function.

7. Write to the Timer Control 1 register to enable the timer and initiate counting.

In CAPTURE mode, the elapsed time from timer start to Capture event can be calculated 
using the following equation:

COMPARE Mode
In COMPARE mode, the timer counts up to the 16-bit maximum Compare value stored in 
the Timer Reload High and Low Byte registers. The timer input is the system clock. Upon 
reaching the Compare value, the timer generates an interrupt and counting continues (the 
timer value is not reset to 0001H). Also, if the Timer Output alternate function is enabled, 
the Timer Output pin changes state (from Low to High or from High to Low) upon Com-
pare.

If the Timer reaches FFFFH, the timer rolls over to 0000H and continue counting.

Capture Elapsed Time (s) Capture Value Start Value–( ) Prescale×
System Clock Frequency (Hz)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------=
PS019919-1207  Timers
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when a byte is written to the UART Transmit Data register. The Driver Enable signal 
asserts at least one UART bit period and no greater than two UART bit periods before the 
Start bit is transmitted. This timing allows a setup time to enable the transceiver. The 
Driver Enable signal deasserts one system clock period after the last Stop bit is transmit-
ted. This one system clock delay allows both time for data to clear the transceiver before 
disabling it, as well as the ability to determine if another character follows the current 
character. In the event of back to back characters (new data must be written to the Trans-
mit Data Register before the previous character is completely transmitted) the DE signal is 
not deasserted between characters. The DEPOL bit in the UART Control Register 1 sets the 
polarity of the Driver Enable signal.

Figure 17. UART Driver Enable Signal Timing (shown with 1 Stop Bit and Parity)

The Driver Enable to Start bit setup time is calculated as follows:

UART Interrupts
The UART features separate interrupts for the transmitter and the receiver. In addition, 
when the UART primary functionality is disabled, the Baud Rate Generator can also func-
tion as a basic timer with interrupt capability.

Transmitter Interrupts
The transmitter generates a single interrupt when the Transmit Data Register Empty bit 
(TDRE) is set to 1. This indicates that the transmitter is ready to accept new data for trans-
mission. The TDRE interrupt occurs after the Transmit shift register has shifted the first bit 
of data out. At this point, the Transmit Data register may be written with the next character 
to send. This provides 7 bit periods of latency to load the Transmit Data register before the 
Transmit shift register completes shifting the current character. Writing to the UART 
Transmit Data register clears the TDRE bit to 0. 

Start Bit0 Bit1 Bit2 Bit3 Bit4 Bit5 Bit6 Bit7 Parity

Data Field

lsb msb
Idle State

of Line

Stop Bit

1

1

0

0

1

DE

1
Baud Rate (Hz)
------------------------------------- 

  DE to Start Bit Setup Time (s) 2
Baud Rate (Hz)
------------------------------------- 

 ≤ ≤
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Operation

When the Infrared Endec is enabled, the transmit data from the associated on-chip UART 
is encoded as digital signals in accordance with the IrDA standard and output to the infra-
red transceiver via the TXD pin. Likewise, data received from the infrared transceiver is 
passed to the Infrared Endec via the RXD pin, decoded by the Infrared Endec, and then 
passed to the UART. Communication is half-duplex, which means simultaneous data 
transmission and reception is not allowed.

The baud rate is set by the UART’s Baud Rate Generator and supports IrDA standard baud 
rates from 9600 baud to 115.2 Kbaud. Higher baud rates are possible, but do not meet 
IrDA specifications. The UART must be enabled to use the Infrared Endec. The Infrared 
Endec data rate is calculated using the following equation:

Transmitting IrDA Data
The data to be transmitted using the infrared transceiver is first sent to the UART. The 
UART’s transmit signal (TXD) and baud rate clock are used by the IrDA to generate the 
modulation signal (IR_TXD) that drives the infrared transceiver. Each UART/Infrared 
data bit is 16-clock wide. If the data to be transmitted is 1, the IR_TXD signal remains low 
for the full 16-clock period. If the data to be transmitted is 0, a 3-clock high pulse is output 
following a 7-clock low period. After the 3-clock high pulse, a 6-clock low pulse is output 
to complete the full 16-clock data period. Figure 20 displays IrDA data transmission. 
When the Infrared Endec is enabled, the UART’s TXD signal is internal to the 64K Series 
products while the IR_TXD signal is output through the TXD pin.

Figure 20. Infrared Data Transmission

Infrared Data Rate (bits/s) System Clock Frequency (Hz)
16 UART Baud Rate Divisor Value×
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------=

Baud Rate

IR_TXD

UART’s

16-clock
period

Start Bit = 0 Data Bit 0 = 1 Data Bit 1 = 0 Data Bit 2 = 1 Data Bit 3 = 1

7-clock
delay

3-clock
pulse

TXD

Clock
PS019919-1207  Infrared Encoder/Decoder



Z8 Encore! XP® 64K Series Flash Microcontrollers
Product Specification

149
Write Transaction with a 7-Bit Address
Figure 29 displays the data transfer format for a 7-bit addressed slave. Shaded regions 
indicate data transferred from the I2C Controller to slaves and unshaded regions indicate 
data transferred from the slaves to the I2C Controller.

Figure 29. 7-Bit Addressed Slave Data Transfer Format

Follow the steps below for a transmit operation to a 7-bit addressed slave:

1. Software asserts the IEN bit in the I2C Control register.

2. Software asserts the TXI bit of the I2C Control register to enable Transmit interrupts.

3. The I2C interrupt asserts, because the I2C Data register is empty

4. Software responds to the TDRE bit by writing a 7-bit slave address plus write bit (=0) 
to the I2C Data register.

5. Software asserts the START bit of the I2C Control register.

6. The I2C Controller sends the START condition to the I2C slave. 

7. The I2C Controller loads the I2C Shift register with the contents of the I2C Data 
register. 

8. After one bit of address has been shifted out by the SDA signal, the Transmit interrupt 
is asserted (TDRE = 1). 

9. Software responds by writing the transmit data into the I2C Data register. 

10. The I2C Controller shifts the rest of the address and write bit out by the SDA signal. 

11. If the I2C slave sends an acknowledge (by pulling the SDA signal low) during the next 
high period of SCL the I2C Controller sets the ACK bit in the I2C Status register. 
Continue with step 12.

If the slave does not acknowledge, the Not Acknowledge interrupt occurs (NCKI bit is 
set in the Status register, ACK bit is cleared). Software responds to the Not 
Acknowledge interrupt by setting the STOP and FLUSH bits and clearing the TXI bit. 
The I2C Controller sends the STOP condition on the bus and clears the STOP and 
NCKI bits. The transaction is complete (ignore the following steps).

12. The I2C Controller loads the contents of the I2C Shift register with the contents of the 
I2C Data register.

S Slave Address W = 0 A Data A Data A Data A/A P/S
PS019919-1207  I2C Controller
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Configuring DMA0 and DMA1 for Data Transfer
Follow the steps below to configure and enable DMA0 or DMA1: 

1. Write to the DMAx I/O Address register to set the Register File address identifying the 
on-chip peripheral control register. The upper nibble of the 12-bit address for on-chip 
peripheral control registers is always FH. The full address is {FH, DMAx_IO[7:0]}.

2. Determine the 12-bit Start and End Register File addresses. The 12-bit Start Address 
is given by {DMAx_H[3:0], DMA_START[7:0]}. The 12-bit End Address is given by 
{DMAx_H[7:4], DMA_END[7:0]}.

3. Write the Start and End Register File address high nibbles to the DMAx End/Start 
Address High Nibble register.

4. Write the lower byte of the Start Address to the DMAx Start/Current Address register.

5. Write the lower byte of the End Address to the DMAx End Address register.

6. Write to the DMAx Control register to complete the following:
– Select loop or single-pass mode operation
– Select the data transfer direction (either from the Register File RAM to the on-

chip peripheral control register; or from the on-chip peripheral control register to 
the Register File RAM)

– Enable the DMAx interrupt request, if desired
– Select Word or Byte mode
– Select the DMAx request trigger
– Enable the DMAx channel

DMA_ADC Operation
DMA_ADC transfers data from the ADC to the Register File. The sequence of operations 
in a DMA_ADC data transfer is:

1. ADC completes conversion on the current ADC input channel and signals the DMA 
controller that two-bytes of ADC data are ready for transfer.

2. DMA_ADC requests control of the system bus (address and data) from the eZ8 CPU.

3. After the eZ8 CPU acknowledges the bus request, DMA_ADC transfers the two-byte 
ADC output value to the Register File and then returns system bus control back to the 
eZ8 CPU.

4. If the current ADC Analog Input is the highest numbered input to be converted:
– DMA_ADC resets the ADC Analog Input number to 0 and initiates data 

conversion on ADC Analog Input 0.
– If configured to generate an interrupt, DMA_ADC sends an interrupt request to 

the Interrupt Controller
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finish the interrupt service routine it may be in and return the BRK instruction. When the 
CPU returns to the BRK instruction it was previously looping on, it automatically sets the 
DBGMODE bit and enter DEBUG mode.

Software detects that the majority of the OCD commands are still disabled when the 
eZ8TM CPU is looping on a BRK instruction. The eZ8 CPU must be stopped and the part 
must be in DEBUG mode before these commands can be issued.

Breakpoints in Flash Memory
The BRK instruction is opcode 00H, which corresponds to the fully programmed state of a 
byte in Flash memory. To implement a Breakpoint, write 00H to the desired address, over-
writing the current instruction. To remove a Breakpoint, the corresponding page of Flash 
memory must be erased and reprogrammed with the original data.

On-Chip Debugger Commands

The host communicates to the On-Chip Debugger by sending OCD commands using the 
DBG interface. During normal operation, only a subset of the OCD commands are avail-
able. In DEBUG mode, all OCD commands become available unless the user code and 
control registers are protected by programming the Read Protect Option Bit (RP). The 
Read Protect Option Bit prevents the code in memory from being read out of the 64K 
Series products. When this option is enabled, several of the OCD commands are disabled. 
Table 101 contains a summary of the On-Chip Debugger commands. Each OCD com-
mand is described in detail in the bulleted list following Table 101. 
Table 101 indicates those commands that operate when the device is not in DEBUG mode 
(normal operation) and those commands that are disabled by programming the Read Pro-
tect Option Bit.

 
Table 101. On-Chip Debugger Commands

Debug Command
Command 
Byte 

Enabled when 
NOT in DEBUG 
mode?

Disabled by 
Read Protect Option Bit

Read OCD Revision 00H Yes -

Read OCD Status 
Register

02H Yes -

Read Runtime Counter 03H - -

Write OCD Control 
Register

04H Yes Cannot clear DBGMODE bit

Read OCD Control 
Register

05H Yes -
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DBG ← Size[7:0]
DBG → 1-256 data bytes

• Write Program Memory (0AH)—The Write Program Memory command writes data 
to Program Memory. This command is equivalent to the LDC and LDCI instructions. 
Data can be written 1-65536 bytes at a time (65536 bytes can be written by setting size 
to zero). The on-chip Flash Controller must be written to and unlocked for the 
programming operation to occur. If the Flash Controller is not unlocked, the data is 
discarded. If the device is not in DEBUG mode or if the Read Protect Option Bit is 
enabled, the data is discarded.

DBG ← 0AH
DBG ← Program Memory Address[15:8]
DBG ← Program Memory Address[7:0]
DBG ← Size[15:8]
DBG ← Size[7:0]
DBG ← 1-65536 data bytes

• Read Program Memory (0BH)—The Read Program Memory command reads data 
from Program Memory. This command is equivalent to the LDC and LDCI 
instructions. Data can be read 1-65536 bytes at a time (65536 bytes can be read by 
setting size to zero). If the device is not in DEBUG mode or if the Read Protect Option 
Bit is enabled, this command returns FFH for the data.

DBG ← 0BH
DBG ← Program Memory Address[15:8]
DBG ← Program Memory Address[7:0]
DBG ← Size[15:8]
DBG ← Size[7:0]
DBG → 1-65536 data bytes

• Write Data Memory (0CH)—The Write Data Memory command writes data to Data 
Memory. This command is equivalent to the LDE and LDEI instructions. Data can be 
written 1-65536 bytes at a time (65536 bytes can be written by setting size to zero). If 
the device is not in DEBUG mode or if the Read Protect Option Bit is enabled, the 
data is discarded.

DBG ← 0CH
DBG ← Data Memory Address[15:8]
DBG ← Data Memory Address[7:0]
DBG ← Size[15:8]
DBG ← Size[7:0]
DBG ← 1-65536 data bytes

• Read Data Memory (0DH)—The Read Data Memory command reads from Data 
Memory. This command is equivalent to the LDE and LDEI instructions. Data can be 
read 1-65536 bytes at a time (65536 bytes can be read by setting size to zero). If the 
device is not in DEBUG mode, this command returns FFH for the data.

DBG ← 0DH
DBG ← Data Memory Address[15:8]
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DC Characteristics

Table 106 lists the DC characteristics of the 64K Series products. All voltages are refer-
enced to VSS, the primary system ground.

  
Table 106. DC Characteristics

Symbol Parameter

TA = –40 °C to 125 °C

Units ConditionsMinimum Typical Maximum

VDD Supply Voltage 3.0 – 3.6 V

VIL1 Low Level Input Voltage -0.3 – 0.3*VDD V For all input pins except 
RESET, DBG, XIN

VIL2 Low Level Input Voltage -0.3 – 0.2*VDD V For RESET, DBG, and XIN.

VIH1 High Level Input Voltage 0.7*VDD – 5.5 V Port A, C, D, E, F, and G 
pins.

VIH2 High Level Input Voltage 0.7*VDD – VDD+0.3 V Port B and H pins.

VIH3 High Level Input Voltage 0.8*VDD – VDD+0.3 V RESET, DBG, and XIN pins

VOL1 Low Level Output 
Voltage Standard Drive

– – 0.4 V IOL = 2 mA; VDD = 3.0 V
High Output Drive disabled.

VOH1 High Level Output 
Voltage Standard Drive

2.4 – – V IOH = -2 mA; VDD = 3.0 V
High Output Drive disabled.

VOL2 Low Level Output 
Voltage High Drive

– – 0.6 V IOL = 20 mA; VDD = 3.3 V
High Output Drive enabled
TA = -40 °C to +70 °C

VOH2 High Level Output 
Voltage
High Drive

2.4 – – V IOH = -20 mA; VDD = 3.3 V
High Output Drive enabled;
TA = -40 °C to +70 °C

VOL3 Low Level Output 
Voltage
High Drive

– – 0.6 V IOL = 15 mA; VDD = 3.3 V
High Output Drive enabled;
TA = +70 °C to +105 °C

VOH3 High Level Output 
Voltage
High Drive

2.4 – – V IOH = 15 mA; VDD = 3.3 V
High Output Drive enabled;
TA = +70 °C to +105 °C

VRAM RAM Data Retention 0.7 – – V

IIL Input Leakage Current -5 – +5 µA VDD = 3.6 V; 
VIN = VDD or VSS1

ITL Tri-State Leakage 
Current

-5 – +5 µA VDD = 3.6 V
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eZ8™ CPU Instruction Set
Assembly Language Programming Introduction

The eZ8 CPU assembly language provides a means for writing an application program 
without having to be concerned with actual memory addresses or machine instruction 
formats. A program written in assembly language is called a source program. Assembly 
language allows the use of symbolic addresses to identify memory locations. It also allows 
mnemonic codes (opcodes and operands) to represent the instructions themselves. The 
opcodes identify the instruction while the operands represent memory locations, registers, 
or immediate data values.

Each assembly language program consists of a series of symbolic commands called 
statements. Each statement can contain labels, operations, operands and comments.

Labels can be assigned to a particular instruction step in a source program. The label 
identifies that step in the program as an entry point for use by other instructions.

The assembly language also includes assembler directives that supplement the machine 
instruction. The assembler directives, or pseudo-ops, are not translated into a machine 
instruction. Rather, the pseudo-ops are interpreted as directives that control or assist the 
assembly process.

The source program is processed (assembled) by the assembler to obtain a machine 
language program called the object code. The object code is executed by the eZ8 CPU. An 
example segment of an assembly language program is detailed in the following example.

Assembly Language Source Program Example
JP START ; Everything after the semicolon is a comment.

START: ; A label called “START”. The first instruction (JP START) in this 
; example causes program execution to jump to the point within the 
; program where the START label occurs.

LD R4, R7 ; A Load (LD) instruction with two operands. The first operand, 
; Working Register R4, is the destination. The second operand, 
; Working Register R7, is the source. The contents of R7 is 
; written into R4.

LD 234H, #%01 ; Another Load (LD) instruction with two operands.
; The first operand, Extended Mode Register Address 234H, 
; identifies the destination. The second operand, Immediate Data
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Flags Register

The Flags Register contains the status information regarding the most recent arithmetic, 
logical, bit manipulation or rotate and shift operation. The Flags Register contains six bits 
of status information that are set or cleared by CPU operations. Four of the bits 
(C, V, Z and S) can be tested for use with conditional jump instructions. Two Flags (H and 
D) cannot be tested and are used for Binary-Coded Decimal (BCD) arithmetic. 

The two remaining bits, User Flags (F1 and F2), are available as general-purpose status 
bits. User Flags are unaffected by arithmetic operations and must be set or cleared by 
instructions. The User Flags cannot be used with conditional Jumps. They are undefined at 
initial power-up and are unaffected by Reset. Figure 58 displays the Flags and their bit 
positions in the Flags Register. 

Interrupts, the Software Trap (TRAP) instruction, and Illegal Instruction Traps all write 
the value of the Flags Register to the stack. Executing an Interrupt Return (IRET) instruc-
tion restores the value saved on the stack into the Flags Register.

U = Undefined

Figure 58. Flags Register
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