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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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I2C
The I2C controller makes the Z8 Encore! XP compatible with the I2C protocol. The I2C 
controller consists of two bidirectional bus lines, a serial data (SDA) line and a serial clock 
(SCL) line. 

Serial Peripheral Interface
The serial peripheral interface allows the Z8 Encore! XP to exchange data between other 
peripheral devices such as EEPROMs, A/D converters and ISDN devices. The SPI is a 
full-duplex, synchronous, character-oriented channel that supports a four-wire interface.

Timers
Up to four 16-bit reloadable timers can be used for timing/counting events or for motor 
control operations. These timers provide a 16-bit programmable reload counter and 
operate in One-Shot, Continuous, Gated, Capture, Compare, Capture and Compare, and 
PWM modes. Only 3 timers (Timers 0-2) are available in the 44-pin packages.

Interrupt Controller
The 64K Series products support up to 24 interrupts. These interrupts consist of 12 
internal and 12 GPIO pins. The interrupts have 3 levels of programmable interrupt 
priority. 

Reset Controller
The Z8 Encore! can be reset using the RESET pin, Power-On Reset, Watchdog Timer, 
STOP mode exit, or Voltage Brownout (VBO) warning signal.

On-Chip Debugger
The Z8 Encore! XP features an integrated On-Chip Debugger. The OCD provides a rich 
set of debugging capabilities, such as reading and writing registers, programming the 
Flash, setting breakpoints and executing code. A single-pin interface provides 
communication to the OCD. 

DMA Controller
The 64K Series features three channels of DMA. Two of the channels are for register 
RAM to and from I/O operations. The third channel automatically controls the transfer of 
data from the ADC to the memory.
PS019919-1207  Introduction
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Timer 3 (unavailable in the 44-pin packages)
F18 Timer 3 High Byte T3H 00 90
F19 Timer 3 Low Byte T3L 01 90
F1A Timer 3 Reload High Byte T3RH FF 91
F1B Timer 3 Reload Low Byte T3RL FF 91
F1C Timer 3 PWM High Byte T3PWMH 00 92
F1D Timer 3 PWM Low Byte T3PWML 00 92
F1E Timer 3 Control 0 T3CTL0 00 93
F1F Timer 3 Control 1 T3CTL1 00 94
20-3F Reserved — XX
UART 0
F40 UART0 Transmit Data U0TXD XX 114

UART0 Receive Data U0RXD XX 115
F41 UART0 Status 0 U0STAT0 0000011Xb 115
F42 UART0 Control 0 U0CTL0 00 117
F43 UART0 Control 1 U0CTL1 00 117
F44 UART0 Status 1 U0STAT1 00 115
F45 UART0 Address Compare Register U0ADDR 00 120
F46 UART0 Baud Rate High Byte U0BRH FF 120
F47 UART0 Baud Rate Low Byte U0BRL FF 120
UART 1
F48 UART1 Transmit Data U1TXD XX 114

UART1 Receive Data U1RXD XX 115
F49 UART1 Status 0 U1STAT0 0000011Xb 115
F4A UART1 Control 0 U1CTL0 00 117
F4B UART1 Control 1 U1CTL1 00 117
F4C UART1 Status 1 U1STAT1 00 115
F4D UART1 Address Compare Register U1ADDR 00 120
F4E UART1 Baud Rate High Byte U1BRH FF 120
F4F UART1 Baud Rate Low Byte U1BRL FF 120
I2C
F50 I2C Data I2CDATA 00 156
F51 I2C Status I2CSTAT 80 157
F52 I2C Control I2CCTL 00 158
F53 I2C Baud Rate High Byte I2CBRH FF 160
F54 I2C Baud Rate Low Byte I2CBRL FF 160
F55 I2C Diagnostic State I2CDST C0 161
F56 I2C Diagnostic Control I2CDIAG 00 163
F57-F5F Reserved — XX
Serial Peripheral Interface (SPI)
F60 SPI Data SPIDATA XX 137

Table 7. Z8 Encore! XP 64K Series Flash Microcontrollers Register File Address Map (Continued)

Address (Hex) Register Description Mnemonic Reset (Hex) Page No
PS019919-1207  Register File Address Map
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UART0 Control 1
U0CTL1   (F43H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Infrared Encoder/Decoder Enable
0 = Infrared endec is disabled
1 = Infrared endec is enabled
 
Received Data Interrupt Enable
0 = Received data and errors 
generate
        interrupt requests
1 = Only errors generate interrupt 
        requests. Received data does 
not.

Baud Rate Registers Control
Refer to UART chapter for operation

Driver Enable Polarity
0 = DE signal is active High
1 = DE signal is active Low

Multiprocessor Bit Transmit
0 = Send a 0 as the multiprocessor 
bit
1 = Send a 1 as the multiprocessor 
bit

Multiprocessor Mode [0]
See Multiprocessor Mode [1] below

Multiprocessor (9-bit) Enable
0 = Multiprocessor mode is disabled
1 = Multiprocessor mode is enabled

Multiprocessor Mode [1]
with Multiprocess Mode bit 0:
00 = Interrupt on all received bytes
01 = Interrupt only on address bytes
10 = Interrupt on address match and 
          following data
11 = Interrupt on data following an
          address match

UART0 Status 1
U0STAT1   (F44H - Read Only)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Mulitprocessor Receive
Returns value of last multiprocessor 
bit 

New Frame
0 = Current byte is not start of frame 
1 = Current byte is start of new 
frame 

Reserved

UART0 Address Compare   
U0ADDR   (F45H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

UART0 Address Compare [7:0]

UART0 Baud Rate Generator High Byte   
U0BRH   (F46H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

UART0 Baud Rate divisor [15:8]

UART0 Baud Rate Generator Low Byte
U0BRL   (F47H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

UART0 Baud Rate divisor [7:0]

UART1 Transmit Data
U1TXD   (F48H - Write Only)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

UART1 transmitter data byte[7:0]

UART1 Receive Data
U1RXD   (F48H - Read Only)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

 UART receiver data byte [7:0]
PS019919-1207  Control Register Summary
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DMA0 Control
DMA0CTL   (FB0H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

Request Trigger Source Select
000 = Timer 0
001 = Timer 1
010 = Timer 2
011 = Timer 3
100 = UART0 Received Data 
register
            contains valid data
101 = UART1 Received Data 
register
            contains valid data
110 = I2C receiver contains valid 
data
111 = Reserved

Word Select
0 = DMA transfers 1 byte per 
request
1 = DMA transfers 2 bytes per 
request

DMA0 Interrupt Enable
0 = DMA0 does not generate 
interrupts
1 = DMA0 generates an interrupt 
when
        End Address data is transferred

DMA0 Data Transfer Direction
0 = Register File to peripheral 
registers
1 = Peripheral registers to Register 
File

DMA0 Loop Enable
0 = DMA disables after End Address
1 = DMA reloads Start Address after
         End Address and continues to 
run

DMA0 Enable
0 = DMA0 is disabled
1 = DMA0 is enabled

DMA0 I/O Address   
DMA0IO   (FB1H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

DMA0 Peripheral Register Address
  Low byte of on-chip peripheral 
control
  registers on Register File page FH

DMA0 Address High Nibble   
DMA0H   (FB2H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

DMA0 Start Address [11:8]

DMA0 End Address [11:8]

DMA0 Start/Current Address Low Byte
DMA0START   (FB3H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

DMA0 Start Address [7:0]

DMA0 End Address Low Byte
DMA0END   (FB4H - Read/Write)
D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

DMA0 End Address [7:0]
PS019919-1207  Control Register Summary
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HALT Mode

Execution of the eZ8 CPU’s HALT instruction places the device into HALT mode. In 
HALT mode, the operating characteristics are:

• Primary crystal oscillator is enabled and continues to operate.

• System clock is enabled and continues to operate.

• eZ8 CPU is stopped.

• Program Counter stops incrementing.

• Watchdog Timer’s internal RC oscillator continues to operate.

• The Watchdog Timer continues to operate, if enabled.

• All other on-chip peripherals continue to operate.

The eZ8 CPU can be brought out of HALT mode by any of the following operations:

• Interrupt

• Watchdog Timer time-out (interrupt or reset)

• Power-On Reset

• Voltage Brownout Reset

• External RESET pin assertion

To minimize current in HALT mode, all GPIO pins which are configured as inputs must be 
driven to one of the supply rails (VCC or GND).
PS019919-1207  Low-Power Modes
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PADDR[7:0]—Port Address
The Port Address selects one of the sub-registers accessible through the Port Control reg-
ister.

Port A–H Control Registers
The Port A–H Control registers set the GPIO port operation. The value in the correspond-
ing Port A–H Address register determines the control sub-registers accessible using the 
Port A–H Control register (Table 15). 

PCTL[7:0]—Port Control
The Port Control register provides access to all sub-registers that configure the GPIO Port 
operation.

PADDR[7:0]
Port Control sub-register accessible using the Port A–H Control 
Registers

00H No function. Provides some protection against accidental Port 
reconfiguration

01H Data Direction
02H Alternate Function
03H Output Control (Open-Drain)
04H High Drive Enable
05H Stop Mode Recovery Source Enable
06H-FFH No function

Table 15. Port A–H Control Registers (PxCTL)

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD PCTL

RESET 00H

R/W R/W

ADDR FD1H, FD5H, FD9H, FDDH, FE1H, FE5H, FE9H, FEDH
PS019919-1207  General-Purpose I/O
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AF[7:0]—Port Alternate Function enabled
0 = The port pin is in NORMAL mode and the DDx bit in the Port A–H Data Direction 
      sub-register determines the direction of the pin.
1 = The alternate function is selected. Port pin operation is controlled by the 
       alternate function.

Port A–H Output Control Sub-Registers
The Port A–H Output Control sub-register (Table 18) is accessed through the 
Port A–H Control register by writing 03H to the Port A–H Address register. Setting the 
bits in the Port A–H Output Control sub-registers to 1 configures the specified port pins 
for open-drain operation. These sub-registers affect the pins directly and, as a result, alter-
nate functions are also affected. 

POC[7:0]—Port Output Control
These bits function independently of the alternate function bit and disables the drains if set 
to 1.
0 = The drains are enabled for any output mode.
1 = The drain of the associated pin is disabled (open-drain mode).

Port A–H High Drive Enable Sub-Registers
The Port A–H High Drive Enable sub-register (Table 19) is accessed through the Port A–
H Control register by writing 04H to the Port A–H Address register. Setting the bits in the 
Port A–H High Drive Enable sub-registers to 1 configures the specified port pins for high  
current output drive operation. The Port A–H High Drive Enable sub-register affects the 
pins directly and, as a result, alternate functions are also affected.

Table 18. Port A–H Output Control Sub-Registers

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD POC7 POC6 POC5 POC4 POC3 POC2 POC1 POC0

RESET 0

R/W R/W

ADDR If 03H in Port A–H Address Register, accessible through Port A–H Control Register
PS019919-1207  General-Purpose I/O
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register. The IRQE, PHASE, CLKPOL, WOR bits in the SPICTL register and the NUM-
BITS field in the SPIMODE register must be set to be consistent with the other SPI 
devices. The STR bit in the SPICTL register may be used if desired to force a “startup” 
interrupt. The BIRQ bit in the SPICTL register and the SSV bit in the SPIMODE register 
are not used in SLAVE mode. The SPI baud rate generator is not used in SLAVE mode so 
the SPIBRH and SPIBRL registers need not be initialized.

If the slave has data to send to the master, the data must be written to the SPIDAT register 
before the transaction starts (first edge of SCK when SS is asserted). If the SPIDAT 
register is not written prior to the slave transaction, the MISO pin outputs whatever value 
is currently in the SPIDAT register.

Due to the delay resulting from synchronization of the SPI input signals to the internal 
system clock, the maximum SPICLK baud rate that can be supported in SLAVE mode is 
the system clock frequency (XIN) divided by 8. This rate is controlled by the SPI master.

Error Detection
The SPI contains error detection logic to support SPI communication protocols and 
recognize when communication errors have occurred. The SPI Status register indicates 
when a data transmission error has been detected.

Overrun (Write Collision)
An overrun error (write collision) indicates a write to the SPI Data register was attempted 
while a data transfer is in progress (in either MASTER or SLAVE modes). An overrun sets 
the OVR bit in the SPI Status register to 1. Writing a 1 to OVR clears this error Flag. The 
data register is not altered when a write occurs while data transfer is in progress.

Mode Fault (Multi-Master Collision)
A mode fault indicates when more than one Master is trying to communicate at the same 
time (a multi-master collision). The mode fault is detected when the enabled Master’s SS 
pin is asserted. A mode fault sets the COL bit in the SPI Status register to 1. Writing a 1 to 
COL clears this error Flag.

Slave Mode Abort
In SLAVE mode of operation if the SS pin deasserts before all bits in a character have 
been transferred, the transaction is aborted. When this condition occurs the ABT bit is set 
in the SPISTAT register as well as the IRQ bit (indicating the transaction is complete). The 
next time SS asserts, the MISO pin outputs SPIDAT[7], regardless of where the previous 
transaction left off. Writing a 1 to ABT clears this error Flag.

SPI Interrupts
When SPI interrupts are enabled, the SPI generates an interrupt after character transmis-
sion/reception completes in both MASTER and SLAVE modes. A character can be 
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Configuring DMA0 and DMA1 for Data Transfer
Follow the steps below to configure and enable DMA0 or DMA1: 

1. Write to the DMAx I/O Address register to set the Register File address identifying the 
on-chip peripheral control register. The upper nibble of the 12-bit address for on-chip 
peripheral control registers is always FH. The full address is {FH, DMAx_IO[7:0]}.

2. Determine the 12-bit Start and End Register File addresses. The 12-bit Start Address 
is given by {DMAx_H[3:0], DMA_START[7:0]}. The 12-bit End Address is given by 
{DMAx_H[7:4], DMA_END[7:0]}.

3. Write the Start and End Register File address high nibbles to the DMAx End/Start 
Address High Nibble register.

4. Write the lower byte of the Start Address to the DMAx Start/Current Address register.

5. Write the lower byte of the End Address to the DMAx End Address register.

6. Write to the DMAx Control register to complete the following:
– Select loop or single-pass mode operation
– Select the data transfer direction (either from the Register File RAM to the on-

chip peripheral control register; or from the on-chip peripheral control register to 
the Register File RAM)

– Enable the DMAx interrupt request, if desired
– Select Word or Byte mode
– Select the DMAx request trigger
– Enable the DMAx channel

DMA_ADC Operation
DMA_ADC transfers data from the ADC to the Register File. The sequence of operations 
in a DMA_ADC data transfer is:

1. ADC completes conversion on the current ADC input channel and signals the DMA 
controller that two-bytes of ADC data are ready for transfer.

2. DMA_ADC requests control of the system bus (address and data) from the eZ8 CPU.

3. After the eZ8 CPU acknowledges the bus request, DMA_ADC transfers the two-byte 
ADC output value to the Register File and then returns system bus control back to the 
eZ8 CPU.

4. If the current ADC Analog Input is the highest numbered input to be converted:
– DMA_ADC resets the ADC Analog Input number to 0 and initiates data 

conversion on ADC Analog Input 0.
– If configured to generate an interrupt, DMA_ADC sends an interrupt request to 

the Interrupt Controller
PS019919-1207  Direct Memory Access Controller
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DMAA_ADDR—DMA_ADC Address
These bits specify the seven most-significant bits of the 12-bit Register File addresses 
used for storing the ADC output data. The ADC Analog Input Number defines the five 
least-significant bits of the Register File address. Full 12-bit address is 
{DMAA_ADDR[7:1], 4-bit ADC Analog Input Number, 0}.

Reserved
This bit is reserved and must be 0.

DMA_ADC Control Register
The DMA_ADC Control register (Table 84 on page 172) enables and sets options (DMA 
enable and interrupt enable) for ADC operation.

DAEN—DMA_ADC Enable
0 = DMA_ADC is disabled and the ADC Analog Input Number (ADC_IN) is reset to 0.
1 = DMA_ADC is enabled.

IRQEN—Interrupt Enable
0 = DMA_ADC does not generate any interrupts.
1 = DMA_ADC generates an interrupt after transferring data from the last ADC Analog 
Input specified by the ADC_IN field. 

Reserved
These bits are reserved and must be 0.

ADC_IN—ADC Analog Input Number
These bits set the number of ADC Analog Inputs to be used in the continuous update 
(data conversion followed by DMA data transfer). The conversion always begins with 
ADC Analog Input 0 and then progresses sequentially through the other selected ADC 
Analog Inputs.
0000 = ADC Analog Input 0 updated.
0001 = ADC Analog Inputs 0-1 updated.
0010 = ADC Analog Inputs 0-2 updated.
0011 = ADC Analog Inputs 0-3 updated.
0100 = ADC Analog Inputs 0-4 updated.

Table 84. DMA_ADC Control Register (DMAACTL)

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD DAEN IRQEN Reserved ADC_IN

RESET 0

R/W R/W

ADDR FBEH
PS019919-1207  Direct Memory Access Controller
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Figure 35. Flash Memory Arrangement 

Table 90. Flash Memory Sector Addresses

Sector Number

Flash Sector Address Ranges

Z8F162x Z8F242x Z8F322x Z8F482x Z8F642x

0 0000H-07FFH 0000H-0FFFH 0000H-0FFFH 0000H-1FFFH 0000H-1FFFH

1 0800H-0FFFH 1000H-1FFFH 1000H-1FFFH 2000H-3FFFH 2000H-3FFFH

2 1000H-17FFH 2000H-2FFFH 2000H-2FFFH 4000H-5FFFH 4000H-5FFFH

3 1800H-1FFFH 3000H-3FFFH 3000H-3FFFH 6000H-7FFFH 6000H-7FFFH

4 2000H-27FFH 4000H-4FFFH 4000H-4FFFH 8000H-9FFFH 8000H-9FFFH

5 2800H-2FFFH 5000H-5FFFH 5000H-5FFFH A000H-BFFFH A000H-BFFFH

6 3000H-37FFH N/A 6000H-6FFFH N/A C000H-DFFFH

7 3800H-3FFFH N/A 7000H-7FFFH N/A E000H-FFFFH

64 KB Flash
Program Memory

0000H

128 Pages
512 Bytes per Page

01FFH
0200H

03FFH

FC00H

FDFFH
FE00H

FFFFH

0400H

05FFH

FA00H

FBFFH

Addresses
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Flash Memory Address 0000H

WDT_RES—Watchdog Timer Reset
0 = Watchdog Timer time-out generates an interrupt request. Interrupts must be globally 
enabled for the eZ8 CPU to acknowledge the interrupt request.
1 = Watchdog Timer time-out causes a Short Reset. This setting is the default for unpro-
grammed (erased) Flash.

WDT_AO—Watchdog Timer Always On 
0 = Watchdog Timer is automatically enabled upon application of system power. Watch-
dog Timer can not be disabled except during STOP Mode (if configured to power down 
during STOP Mode).
1 = Watchdog Timer is enabled upon execution of the WDT instruction. Once enabled, the 
Watchdog Timer can only be disabled by a Reset or Stop Mode Recovery. This setting is 
the default for unprogrammed (erased) Flash.

OSC_SEL[1:0]—Oscillator Mode Selection
00 = On-chip oscillator configured for use with external RC networks (<4 MHz).
01 = Minimum power for use with very low frequency crystals (32 kHz to 1.0 MHz).
10 = Medium power for use with medium frequency crystals or ceramic resonators  
(0.5 MHz to 10.0 MHz).
11 = Maximum power for use with high frequency crystals (8.0 MHz to 20.0 MHz). This 
setting is the default for unprogrammed (erased) Flash. 

VBO_AO—Voltage Brownout Protection Always On 
0 = Voltage Brownout Protection is disabled in STOP mode to reduce total power 
      consumption.
1 = Voltage Brownout Protection is always enabled including during STOP mode. 
       This setting is the default for unprogrammed (erased) Flash.

RP—Read Protect
0 = User program code is inaccessible. Limited control features are available through 

Table 98. Flash Option Bits At Flash Memory Address 0000H

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD
WDT_RE

S
WDT_AO OSC_SEL[1:0] VBO_AO RP Reserved FWP

RESET U

R/W R/W

ADDR Program Memory 0000H

Note: U = Unchanged by Reset. R/W = Read/Write.
PS019919-1207  Option Bits
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Figure 63 displays the 44-pin Low Profile Quad Flat Package (LQFP) available for the 
Z8X1621, Z8X2421, Z8X3221, Z8X4821, and Z8X6421 devices.

Figure 63. 44-Lead Low-Profile Quad Flat Package (LQFP)
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Figure 64 displays the 44-pin Plastic Lead Chip Carrier (PLCC) package available for the 
Z8X1621, Z8X2421, Z8X3221, Z8X4821, and Z8X6421 devices.

Figure 64. 44-Lead Plastic Lead Chip Carrier Package (PLCC)

Figure 64 displays the 64-pin Low-Profile Quad Flat Package (LQFP) available for the 
Z8X1622, Z8X2422, Z8X3222, Z8X4822, and Z8X6422 devices.

Figure 65. 64-Lead Low-Profile Quad Flat Package (LQFP)
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automatic power-down 176
block diagram 176
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additional symbols 244
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AND 248
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assembly language programming 241
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BCLR 246
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clear 246
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set 246
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swap 247
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C
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