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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Product Status Obsolete

Number of LABs/CLBs -

Number of Logic Elements/Cells -
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Number of I/O 177

Number of Gates 600000

Voltage - Supply 1.14V ~ 1.575V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature 0°C ~ 85°C (TJ)
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17 – UJTAG Applications in Microsemi’s Low 
Power Flash Devices

Introduction
In Fusion, IGLOO, and ProASIC3 devices, there is bidirectional access from the JTAG port to the core
VersaTiles during normal operation of the device (Figure 17-1). User JTAG (UJTAG) is the ability for the
design to use the JTAG ports for access to the device for updates, etc. While regular JTAG is used, the
UJTAG tiles, located at the southeast area of the die, are directly connected to the JTAG Test Access
Port (TAP) Controller in normal operating mode. As a result, all the functional blocks of the device, such
as Clock Conditioning Circuits (CCCs) with PLLs, SRAM blocks, embedded FlashROM, flash memory
blocks, and I/O tiles, can be reached via the JTAG ports. The UJTAG functionality is available by
instantiating the UJTAG macro directly in the source code of a design. Access to the FPGA core
VersaTiles from the JTAG ports enables users to implement different applications using the TAP
Controller (JTAG port). This document introduces the UJTAG tile functionality and discusses a few
application examples. However, the possible applications are not limited to what is presented in this
document. UJTAG can serve different purposes in many designs as an elementary or auxiliary part of the
design. For detailed usage information, refer to the "Boundary Scan in Low Power Flash Devices"
section on page 357.

Figure 17-1 • Block Diagram of Using UJTAG to Read FlashROM Contents
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In-System Programming (ISP) of Microsemi’s Low Power Flash Devices Using FlashPro4/3/3X
IEEE 1532 (JTAG) Interface 
The supported industry-standard IEEE 1532 programming interface builds on the IEEE 1149.1 (JTAG)
standard. IEEE 1532 defines the standardized process and methodology for ISP. Both silicon and
software issues are addressed in IEEE 1532 to create a simplified ISP environment. Any IEEE 1532
compliant programmer can be used to program low power flash devices. Device serialization is not
supported when using the IEEE1532 standard. Refer to the standard for detailed information about IEEE
1532.

Security
Unlike SRAM-based FPGAs that require loading at power-up from an external source such as a
microcontroller or boot PROM, Microsemi nonvolatile devices are live at power-up, and there is no
bitstream required to load the device when power is applied. The unique flash-based architecture
prevents reverse engineering of the programmed code on the device, because the programmed data is
stored in nonvolatile memory cells. Each nonvolatile memory cell is made up of small capacitors and any
physical deconstruction of the device will disrupt stored electrical charges.

Each low power flash device has a built-in 128-bit Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) decryption core,
except for the 30 k gate devices and smaller. Any FPGA core or FlashROM content loaded into the
device can optionally be sent as encrypted bitstream and decrypted as it is loaded. This is particularly
suitable for applications where device updates must be transmitted over an unsecured network such as
the Internet. The embedded AES decryption core can prevent sensitive data from being intercepted
(Figure 13-1 on page 331). A single 128-bit AES Key (32 hex characters) is used to encrypt FPGA core
programming data and/or FlashROM programming data in the Microsemi tools. The low power flash
devices also decrypt with a single 128-bit AES Key. In addition, low power flash devices support a
Message Authentication Code (MAC) for authentication of the encrypted bitstream on-chip. This allows
the encrypted bitstream to be authenticated and prevents erroneous data from being programmed into
the device. The FPGA core, FlashROM, and Flash Memory Blocks (FBs), in Fusion only, can be updated
independently using a programming file that is AES-encrypted (cipher text) or uses plain text.
330 Revis ion 4



ProASIC3L FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
List of Changes
The following table lists critical changes that were made in each revision of the chapter.

Date Changes Page

August 2012 This chapter will now be published standalone as an application note in addition to
being part of the IGLOO/ProASIC3/Fusion FPGA fabric user’s guides (SAR 38769).

N/A

The "ISP Programming Header Information" section was revised to update the
description of FP3-10PIN-ADAPTER-KIT in Table 13-3 • Programming Header
Ordering Codes, clarifying that it is the adapter kit used for ProASICPLUS based
boards, and also for ProASIC3 based boards where a compact programming
header is being used (SAR 36779).

335

June 2011 The VPUMP programming mode voltage was corrected in Table 13-2 • Power
Supplies. The correct value is 3.15 V to 3.45 V (SAR 30668).

329

The notes associated with Figure 13-5 • Programming Header (top view) and
Figure 13-6 • Board Layout and Programming Header Top View were revised to
make clear the fact that IGLOO nano V2 devices can be programmed at 1.2 V (SAR
30787).

335, 337

Figure 13-6 • Board Layout and Programming Header Top View was revised to
include resistors tying TCK and TRST to GND. Microsemi recommends tying off
TCK and TRST to GND if JTAG is not used (SAR 22921). RT ProASIC3 was added
to the list of device families.

337

In the "ISP Programming Header Information" section, the kit for adapting
ProASICPLUS devices was changed from FP3-10PIN-ADAPTER-KIT to FP3-26PIN-
ADAPTER-KIT (SAR 20878).

335

July 2010 This chapter is no longer published separately with its own part number and version
but is now part of several FPGA fabric user’s guides.

N/A

References to FlashPro4 and FlashPro3X were added to this chapter, giving
distinctions between them. References to SmartGen were deleted and replaced
with Libero IDE Catalog.

N/A

The "ISP Architecture" section was revised to indicate that V2 devices can be
programmed at 1.2 V VCC with FlashPro4.

327

SmartFusion was added to Table 13-1 • Flash-Based FPGAs Supporting ISP. 328

The "Programming Voltage (VPUMP) and VJTAG" section was revised and 1.2 V
was added to Table 13-2 • Power Supplies.

329

The "Nonvolatile Memory (NVM) Programming Voltage" section is new. 329

 Cortex-M3 was added to the "Cortex-M1 and Cortex-M3 Device Security" section. 331

In the "ISP Programming Header Information" section, the additional header
adapter ordering number was changed from FP3-26PIN-ADAPTER to FP3-10PIN-
ADAPTER-KIT, which contains 26-pin migration capability.

335

The description of NC was updated in Figure 13-5 • Programming Header (top
view), Table 13-4 • Programming Header Pin Numbers and Description and
Figure 13-6 • Board Layout and Programming Header Top View.

335, 336

The "Symptoms of a Signal Integrity Problem" section was revised to add that
customers are expected to troubleshoot board-level signal integrity issues by
measuring voltages and taking scope plots. "FlashPro4/3/3X allows TCK to be
lowered from 6 MHz down to 1 MHz to allow you to address some signal integrity
problems" formerly read, "from 24 MHz down to 1 MHz." "The Scan Chain
command expects to see 0x2" was changed to 0x1.

337
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Typical UJTAG Applications
Bidirectional access to the JTAG port from VersaTiles—without putting the device into test mode—
creates flexibility to implement many different applications. This section describes a few of these. All are
based on importing/exporting data through the UJTAG tiles. 

Clock Conditioning Circuitr y—Dynamic Reconfiguration
In low power flash devices, CCCs, which include PLLs, can be configured dynamically through either an
81-bit embedded shift register or static flash programming switches. These 81 bits control all the
characteristics of the CCC: routing MUX architectures, delay values, divider values, etc. Table 17-3 lists
the 81 configuration bits in the CCC. 

The embedded 81-bit shift register (for the dynamic configuration of the CCC) is accessible to the
VersaTiles, which, in turn, have access to the UJTAG tiles. Therefore, the CCC configuration shift
register can receive and load the new configuration data stream from JTAG. 

Dynamic reconfiguration eliminates the need to reprogram the device when reconfiguration of the CCC
functional blocks is needed. The CCC configuration can be modified while the device continues to
operate. Employing the UJTAG core requires the user to design a module to provide the configuration
data and control the CCC configuration shift register. In essence, this is a user-designed TAP Controller
requiring chip resources. 

Similar reconfiguration capability exists in the ProASICPLUS® family. The only difference is the number of
shift register bits controlling the CCC (27 in ProASICPLUS and 81 in IGLOO, ProASIC3, and Fusion). 

Table 17-3 • Configuration Bits of Fusion, IGLOO, and ProASIC3 CCC Blocks

Bit Number(s) Control Function

80 RESET ENABLE

79 DYNCSEL

78 DYNBSEL

77 DYNASEL

<76:74> VCOSEL [2:0]

73 STATCSEL

72 STATBSEL

71 STATASEL

<70:66> DLYC [4:0]

<65:61> DLYB {4:0]

<60:56> DLYGLC [4:0]

<55:51> DLYGLB [4:0]

<50:46> DLYGLA [4:0]

45 XDLYSEL

<44:40> FBDLY [4:0]

<39:38> FBSEL

<37:35> OCMUX [2:0]

<34:32> OBMUX [2:0]

<31:29> OAMUX [2:0]

<28:24> OCDIV [4:0]

<23:19> OBDIV [4:0]

<18:14> OADIV [4:0]

<13:7> FBDIV [6:0]

<6:0> FINDIV [6:0]


