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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Chapter 10 
Low-Power Modes

10.1  Introduction
The microcontroller (MCU) may enter two low-power modes: wait mode and stop mode. They are 
common to all HC08 MCUs and are entered through instruction execution. This section describes how 
each module acts in the low-power modes.

10.1.1  Wait Mode

The WAIT instruction puts the MCU in a low-power standby mode in which the central processor unit 
(CPU) clock is disabled but the bus clock continues to run. Power consumption can be further reduced by 
disabling the low-voltage inhibit (LVI) module through bits in the CONFIG1 register. See Chapter 5 
Configuration Register (CONFIG).

10.1.2  Stop Mode

Stop mode is entered when a STOP instruction is executed. The CPU clock is disabled and the bus clock 
is disabled if the OSCENINSTOP bit in the CONFIG2 register is a 0. See Chapter 5 Configuration Register 
(CONFIG).

10.2  Analog-to-Digital Converter (ADC)

10.2.1  Wait Mode

The analog-to-digital converter (ADC) continues normal operation during wait mode. Any enabled CPU 
interrupt request from the ADC can bring the MCU out of wait mode. If the ADC is not required to bring 
the MCU out of wait mode, power down the ADC by setting ADCH4–ADCH0 bits in the ADC status and 
control register before executing the WAIT instruction.

10.2.2  Stop Mode

The ADC module is inactive after the execution of a STOP instruction. Any pending conversion is aborted. 
ADC conversions resume when the MCU exits stop mode after an external interrupt. Allow one 
conversion cycle to stabilize the analog circuitry.

10.3  Break Module (BRK)

10.3.1  Wait Mode

The break (BRK) module is active in wait mode. In the break routine, the user can subtract one from the 
return address on the stack if the SBSW bit in the break status register is set.

10.3.2  Stop Mode

The break module is inactive in stop mode. The STOP instruction does not affect break module register 
states.
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Input/Output (I/O) Ports
12.9.2  Data Direction Register G 

Data direction register G (DDRG) determines whether each port G pin is an input or an output. Writing a 1 
to a DDRG bit enables the output buffer for the corresponding port G pin; a 0 disables the output buffer.

DDRG7–DDRG0 — Data Direction Register G Bits
These read/write bits control port G data direction. Reset clears DDRG7–DDRG0], configuring all port 
G pins as inputs.

1 = Corresponding port G pin configured as output
0 = Corresponding port G pin configured as input

NOTE
Avoid glitches on port G pins by writing to the port G data register before 
changing data direction register G bits from 0 to 1.

Figure 12-25 shows the port G I/O logic.

Figure 12-25. Port G I/O Circuit

When bit DDRGx is a 1, reading address $0441 reads the PTGx data latch. When bit DDRGx is a 0, 
reading address $0441 reads the voltage level on the pin. The data latch can always be written, 
regardless of the state of its data direction bit. Table 12-8 summarizes the operation of the port G pins.

Address: $0445

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Bit 0

Read:
DDRG7 DDRG6 DDRG5 DDRG4 DDRG3 DDRG2 DDRG1 DDRG0

Write:

Reset: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Figure 12-24. Data Direction Register G (DDRG)

Table 12-8. Port G Pin Functions

DDRG
Bit

PTG
Bit

I/O Pin
Mode

Accesses to DDRG Accesses to PTG

Read/Write Read Write

0 X(1)

1. X = Don’t care

Input, Hi-Z(2)

2. Hi-Z = High impedance

DDRG7–DDRG0 Pin PTG7–PTG0(3)

3. Writing affects data register, but does not affect input.

1 X Output DDRG7–DDRG0 PTG7–PTG0 PTG7–PTG0

READ DDRG ($0445)

WRITE DDRG ($0445)

RESET

WRITE PTG ($0441)

READ PTG ($0441)

PTGx

DDRGx

PTGx
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