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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Ordering Information 

Part Number Memory Maximum number of I\O's

Flash (KB) SRAM (KB)

MKL04Z8VFK4 8 1 22

MKL04Z16VFK4 16 2 22

MKL04Z32VFK4 32 4 22

MKL04Z8VLC4 8 1 28

MKL04Z16VLC4 16 2 28

MKL04Z32VLC4 32 4 28

MKL04Z8VFM4 8 1 28

MKL04Z16VFM4 16 2 28

MKL04Z32VFM4 32 4 28

MKL04Z16VLF4 16 2 41

MKL04Z32VLF4 32 4 41

Related Resources

Type Description

Selector Guide The Freescale Solution Advisor is a web-based tool that features interactive application wizards and
a dynamic product selector.

Product Brief The Product Brief contains concise overview/summary information to enable quick evaluation of a
device for design suitability.

Reference Manual The Reference Manual contains a comprehensive description of the structure and function
(operation) of a device.

Data Sheet The Data Sheet includes electrical characteristics and signal connections.

Chip Errata The chip mask set Errata provides additional or corrective information for a particular device mask
set.

Package drawing Package dimensions are provided in package drawings.
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1 Ratings

1.1 Thermal handling ratings
Table 1. Thermal handling ratings

Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit Notes

TSTG Storage temperature –55 150 °C 1

TSDR Solder temperature, lead-free — 260 °C 2

1. Determined according to JEDEC Standard JESD22-A103, High Temperature Storage Life.
2. Determined according to IPC/JEDEC Standard J-STD-020, Moisture/Reflow Sensitivity Classification for Nonhermetic

Solid State Surface Mount Devices.

1.2 Moisture handling ratings
Table 2. Moisture handling ratings

Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit Notes

MSL Moisture sensitivity level — 3 — 1

1. Determined according to IPC/JEDEC Standard J-STD-020, Moisture/Reflow Sensitivity Classification for Nonhermetic
Solid State Surface Mount Devices.

1.3 ESD handling ratings
Table 3. ESD handling ratings

Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit Notes

VHBM Electrostatic discharge voltage, human body model –2000 +2000 V 1

VCDM Electrostatic discharge voltage, charged-device
model

–500 +500 V 2

ILAT Latch-up current at ambient temperature of 105 °C –100 +100 mA 3

1. Determined according to JEDEC Standard JESD22-A114, Electrostatic Discharge (ESD) Sensitivity Testing Human
Body Model (HBM).

2. Determined according to JEDEC Standard JESD22-C101, Field-Induced Charged-Device Model Test Method for
Electrostatic-Discharge-Withstand Thresholds of Microelectronic Components.

3. Determined according to JEDEC Standard JESD78, IC Latch-Up Test.

Ratings
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2.2.1 Voltage and current operating requirements
Table 5. Voltage and current operating requirements

Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit Notes

VDD Supply voltage 1.71 3.6 V

VDDA Analog supply voltage 1.71 3.6 V —

VDD – VDDA VDD-to-VDDA differential voltage –0.1 0.1 V —

VSS – VSSA VSS-to-VSSA differential voltage –0.1 0.1 V —

VIH Input high voltage

• 2.7 V ≤ VDD ≤ 3.6 V

• 1.7 V ≤ VDD ≤ 2.7 V

 

0.7 × VDD

0.75 × VDD

 

—

—

 

V

V

—

VIL Input low voltage

• 2.7 V ≤ VDD ≤ 3.6 V

• 1.7 V ≤ VDD ≤ 2.7 V

 

—

—

 

0.35 × VDD

0.3 × VDD

 

V

V

—

VHYS Input hysteresis 0.06 × VDD — V —

IICIO IO pin negative DC injection current—single pin

• VIN < VSS–0.3V (negative current injection)
• VIN < VSS–0.3V (positive current injection)

–3

—

—

+3

mA
1

IICcont Contiguous pin DC injection current —regional limit,
includes sum of negative injection currents or sum of
positive injection currents of 16 contiguous pins

• Negative current injection

• Positive current injection

–25

—

—

+25

mA

—

VODPU Open drain pullup voltage level VDD VDD V 2

VRAM VDD voltage required to retain RAM 1.2 — V —

1. All IO pins are internally clamped to VSS and VDD through ESD protection diodes. If VIN is greater than VIO_MIN
(=VSS-0.3V) and VIN is less than VIO_MAX(=VDD+0.3V) is observed, then there is no need to provide current limiting
resistors at the pads. If these limits cannot be observed then a current limiting resistor is required. The negative DC
injection current limiting resistor is calculated as R=(VIO_MIN-VIN)/|IICIO|. The positive injection current limiting resistor is
calculated as R=(VIN-VIO_MAX)/|IICIO|. Select the larger of these two calculated resistances.

2. Open drain outputs must be pulled to VDD.

2.2.2 LVD and POR operating requirements
Table 6. VDD supply LVD and POR operating requirements

Symbol Description Min. Typ. Max. Unit Notes

VPOR Falling VDD POR detect voltage 0.8 1.1 1.5 V —

VLVDH Falling low-voltage detect threshold — high
range (LVDV = 01)

2.48 2.56 2.64 V —

 Low-voltage warning thresholds — high range     1

Table continues on the next page...
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3.2 System modules

There are no specifications necessary for the device's system modules.

3.3 Clock modules

3.3.1 MCG specifications
Table 17. MCG specifications

Symbol Description Min. Typ. Max. Unit Notes

fints_ft Internal reference frequency (slow clock) —
factory trimmed at nominal VDD and 25 °C

— 32.768 — kHz

fints_t Internal reference frequency (slow clock) —
user trimmed

31.25 — 39.0625 kHz

Δfdco_res_t Resolution of trimmed average DCO output
frequency at fixed voltage and temperature —
using C3[SCTRIM] and C4[SCFTRIM]

— ± 0.3 ± 0.6 %fdco 1

Δfdco_t Total deviation of trimmed average DCO output
frequency over voltage and temperature

— +0.5/-0.7 ± 3 %fdco 1, 2

Δfdco_t Total deviation of trimmed average DCO output
frequency over fixed voltage and temperature
range of 0–70 °C

— ± 0.4 ± 1.5 %fdco 1, 2

fintf_ft Internal reference frequency (fast clock) —
factory trimmed at nominal VDD and 25 °C

— 4 — MHz

Δfintf_ft Frequency deviation of internal reference clock
(fast clock) over temperature and voltage —
factory trimmed at nominal VDD and 25 °C

— +1/-2 ± 3 %f
intf_ft

2

fintf_t Internal reference frequency (fast clock) — user
trimmed at nominal VDD and 25 °C

3 — 5 MHz

floc_low Loss of external clock minimum frequency —
RANGE = 00

(3/5) x
fints_t

— — kHz

floc_high Loss of external clock minimum frequency — (16/5) x
fints_t

— — kHz

FLL

ffll_ref FLL reference frequency range 31.25 — 39.0625 kHz

fdco DCO output
frequency range

Low range (DRS = 00)

640 × ffll_ref

20 20.97 25 MHz 3, 4

Mid range (DRS = 01)

1280 × ffll_ref

40 41.94 48 MHz

fdco_t_DMX3

2

DCO output
frequency

Low range (DRS = 00)

732 × ffll_ref

— 23.99 — MHz 5, 6

Mid range (DRS = 01) — 47.97 — MHz

Table continues on the next page...
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Table 18. Oscillator DC electrical specifications (continued)

Symbol Description Min. Typ. Max. Unit Notes

• 24 MHz

• 32 MHz

Cx EXTAL load capacitance — — — 2, 3

Cy XTAL load capacitance — — — 2, 3

RF Feedback resistor — low-frequency, low-power
mode (HGO=0)

— — — MΩ 2, 4

Feedback resistor — low-frequency, high-gain
mode (HGO=1)

— 10 — MΩ

Feedback resistor — high-frequency, low-
power mode (HGO=0)

— — — MΩ

Feedback resistor — high-frequency, high-gain
mode (HGO=1)

— 1 — MΩ

RS Series resistor — low-frequency, low-power
mode (HGO=0)

— — — kΩ

Series resistor — low-frequency, high-gain
mode (HGO=1)

— 200 — kΩ

Series resistor — high-frequency, low-power
mode (HGO=0)

— — — kΩ

Series resistor — high-frequency, high-gain
mode (HGO=1)

 

 

—

 

 

0

 

 

—

 

 

kΩ
Vpp

5 Peak-to-peak amplitude of oscillation (oscillator
mode) — low-frequency, low-power mode
(HGO=0)

— 0.6 — V

Peak-to-peak amplitude of oscillation (oscillator
mode) — low-frequency, high-gain mode
(HGO=1)

— VDD — V

Peak-to-peak amplitude of oscillation (oscillator
mode) — high-frequency, low-power mode
(HGO=0)

— 0.6 — V

Peak-to-peak amplitude of oscillation (oscillator
mode) — high-frequency, high-gain mode
(HGO=1)

— VDD — V

1. VDD=3.3 V, Temperature =25 °C
2. See crystal or resonator manufacturer's recommendation
3. Cx,Cy can be provided by using the integrated capacitors when the low frequency oscillator (RANGE = 00) is used. For

all other cases external capacitors must be used.
4. When low power mode is selected, RF is integrated and must not be attached externally.
5. The EXTAL and XTAL pins should only be connected to required oscillator components and must not be connected to

any other devices.

Peripheral operating requirements and behaviors
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3.3.2.2 Oscillator frequency specifications
Table 19. Oscillator frequency specifications

Symbol Description Min. Typ. Max. Unit Notes

fosc_lo Oscillator crystal or resonator frequency — low-
frequency mode (MCG_C2[RANGE]=00)

32 — 40 kHz

fosc_hi_1 Oscillator crystal or resonator frequency —
high-frequency mode (low range)
(MCG_C2[RANGE]=01)

3 — 8 MHz

fosc_hi_2 Oscillator crystal or resonator frequency —
high frequency mode (high range)
(MCG_C2[RANGE]=1x)

8 — 32 MHz

fec_extal Input clock frequency (external clock mode) — — 48 MHz 1, 2

tdc_extal Input clock duty cycle (external clock mode) 40 50 60 %

tcst Crystal startup time — 32 kHz low-frequency,
low-power mode (HGO=0)

— — ms 3, 4

Crystal startup time — 32 kHz low-frequency,
high-gain mode (HGO=1)

— — ms

Crystal startup time — 8 MHz high-frequency
(MCG_C2[RANGE]=01), low-power mode
(HGO=0)

— 0.6 — ms

Crystal startup time — 8 MHz high-frequency
(MCG_C2[RANGE]=01), high-gain mode
(HGO=1)

— 1 — ms

1. Other frequency limits may apply when external clock is being used as a reference for the FLL
2. When transitioning from FEI or FBI to FBE mode, restrict the frequency of the input clock so that, when it is divided by

FRDIV, it remains within the limits of the DCO input clock frequency.
3. Proper PC board layout procedures must be followed to achieve specifications.
4. Crystal startup time is defined as the time between the oscillator being enabled and the OSCINIT bit in the MCG_S

register being set.

3.4 Memories and memory interfaces

3.4.1 Flash electrical specifications

This section describes the electrical characteristics of the flash memory module.

3.4.1.1 Flash timing specifications — program and erase

The following specifications represent the amount of time the internal charge pumps
are active and do not include command overhead.

Peripheral operating requirements and behaviors
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Table 24. 12-bit ADC operating conditions (continued)

Symbol Description Conditions Min. Typ.1 Max. Unit Notes

RAS Analog source
resistance
(external)

12-bit modes

fADCK < 4 MHz

  

—

 

—

 

 

5

 

  

kΩ

4

fADCK ADC conversion
clock frequency

≤ 12-bit mode 1.0 — 18.0 MHz 5

Crate ADC conversion
rate

≤ 12-bit modes

No ADC hardware averaging

Continuous conversions
enabled, subsequent
conversion time

 

20.000

 

—

 

818.330

 

Ksps

6

1. Typical values assume VDDA = 3.0 V, Temp = 25 °C, fADCK = 1.0 MHz, unless otherwise stated. Typical values are for
reference only, and are not tested in production.

2. DC potential difference.
3. For packages without dedicated VREFH and VREFL pins, VREFH is internally tied to VDDA, and VREFL is internally tied to

VSSA.
4. This resistance is external to MCU. To achieve the best results, the analog source resistance must be kept as low as

possible. The results in this data sheet were derived from a system that had < 8 Ω analog source resistance. The RAS/
CAS time constant should be kept to < 1 ns.

5. To use the maximum ADC conversion clock frequency, CFG2[ADHSC] must be set and CFG1[ADLPC] must be clear.
6. For guidelines and examples of conversion rate calculation, download the ADC calculator tool.

RAS

VAS CAS

ZAS

VADIN

ZADIN

RADIN

RADIN

RADIN

RADIN

CADIN

Pad 
leakage
due to
input 
protection

INPUT PIN

INPUT PIN

INPUT PIN

SIMPLIFIED
INPUT PIN EQUIVALENT

CIRCUIT
SIMPLIFIED

CHANNEL SELECT
CIRCUIT ADC SAR

ENGINE

Figure 6. ADC input impedance equivalency diagram
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3.6.1.2 12-bit ADC electrical characteristics

Table 25. 12-bit ADC characteristics (VREFH = VDDA, VREFL = VSSA)

Symbol Description Conditions1 Min. Typ.2 Max. Unit Notes

IDDA_ADC Supply current 0.215 — 1.7 mA 3

fADACK

ADC
asynchronous
clock source

• ADLPC = 1, ADHSC =
0

• ADLPC = 1, ADHSC =
1

• ADLPC = 0, ADHSC =
0

• ADLPC = 0, ADHSC =
1

1.2

2.4

3.0

4.4

2.4

4.0

5.2

6.2

3.9

6.1

7.3

9.5

MHz

MHz

MHz

MHz

tADACK = 1/
fADACK

Sample Time See Reference Manual chapter for sample times

TUE Total unadjusted
error

• 12-bit modes

• <12-bit modes

—

—

±4

±1.4

±6.8

±2.1

LSB4 5

DNL Differential non-
linearity

• 12-bit modes

• <12-bit modes

—

—

±0.7

±0.2

–1.1 to
+1.9

–0.3 to 0.5

LSB4 5

INL Integral non-
linearity

• 12-bit modes

• <12-bit modes

—

—

±1.0

±0.5

–2.7 to
+1.9

–0.7 to
+0.5

LSB4 5

EFS Full-scale error • 12-bit modes

• <12-bit modes

—

—

–4

–1.4

–5.4

–1.8

LSB4 VADIN =
VDDA

5

EQ Quantization
error

• 12-bit modes — — ±0.5 LSB4

EIL Input leakage
error

IIn × RAS mV IIn =
leakage
current

(refer to
the MCU's

voltage
and

current
operating
ratings)

Temp sensor
slope

Across the full temperature
range of the device

1.55 1.62 1.69 mV/°C 6

VTEMP25 Temp sensor
voltage

25 °C 706 716 726 mV 6

1. All accuracy numbers assume the ADC is calibrated with VREFH = VDDA
2. Typical values assume VDDA = 3.0 V, Temp = 25 °C, fADCK = 2.0 MHz unless otherwise stated. Typical values are for

reference only and are not tested in production.

Peripheral operating requirements and behaviors
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Table 26. Comparator and 6-bit DAC electrical specifications (continued)

Symbol Description Min. Typ. Max. Unit

• CR0[HYSTCTR] = 10

• CR0[HYSTCTR] = 11

—

—

20

30

—

—

mV

mV

VCMPOh Output high VDD – 0.5 — — V

VCMPOl Output low — — 0.5 V

tDHS Propagation delay, high-speed mode (EN = 1,
PMODE = 1)

20 50 200 ns

tDLS Propagation delay, low-speed mode (EN = 1, PMODE
= 0)

80 250 600 ns

Analog comparator initialization delay2 — — 40 μs

IDAC6b 6-bit DAC current adder (enabled) — 7 — μA

INL 6-bit DAC integral non-linearity –0.5 — 0.5 LSB3

DNL 6-bit DAC differential non-linearity –0.3 — 0.3 LSB

1. Typical hysteresis is measured with input voltage range limited to 0.7 to VDD – 0.7 V.
2. Comparator initialization delay is defined as the time between software writes to change control inputs (writes to

DACEN, VRSEL, PSEL, MSEL, VOSEL) and the comparator output settling to a stable level.
3. 1 LSB = Vreference/64
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Figure 8. Typical hysteresis vs. Vin level (VDD = 3.3 V, PMODE = 0)
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Figure 9. Typical hysteresis vs. Vin level (VDD = 3.3 V, PMODE = 1)

3.7 Timers

See General switching specifications.

3.8 Communication interfaces

3.8.1 SPI switching specifications

The Serial Peripheral Interface (SPI) provides a synchronous serial bus with master and
slave operations. Many of the transfer attributes are programmable. The following
tables provide timing characteristics for classic SPI timing modes. See the SPI chapter
of the chip's Reference Manual for information about the modified transfer formats used
for communicating with slower peripheral devices.

All timing is shown with respect to 20% VDD and 80% VDD thresholds, unless noted, as
well as input signal transitions of 3 ns and a 30 pF maximum load on all SPI pins.

Table 27. SPI master mode timing on slew rate disabled pads

Num. Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit Note

1 fop Frequency of operation fperiph/2048 fperiph/2 Hz 1

2 tSPSCK SPSCK period 2 x tperiph 2048 x
tperiph

ns 2

3 tLead Enable lead time 1/2 — tSPSCK —

4 tLag Enable lag time 1/2 — tSPSCK —

Table continues on the next page...
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Table 27. SPI master mode timing on slew rate disabled pads (continued)

Num. Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit Note

5 tWSPSCK Clock (SPSCK) high or low time tperiph – 30 1024 x
tperiph

ns —

6 tSU Data setup time (inputs) 16 — ns —

7 tHI Data hold time (inputs) 0 — ns —

8 tv Data valid (after SPSCK edge) — 10 ns —

9 tHO Data hold time (outputs) 0 — ns —

10 tRI Rise time input — tperiph – 25 ns —

tFI Fall time input

11 tRO Rise time output — 25 ns —

tFO Fall time output

1. For SPI0, fperiph is the bus clock (fBUS).
2. tperiph = 1/fperiph

Table 28. SPI master mode timing on slew rate enabled pads

Num. Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit Note

1 fop Frequency of operation fperiph/2048 fperiph/2 Hz 1

2 tSPSCK SPSCK period 2 x tperiph 2048 x
tperiph

ns 2

3 tLead Enable lead time 1/2 — tSPSCK —

4 tLag Enable lag time 1/2 — tSPSCK —

5 tWSPSCK Clock (SPSCK) high or low time tperiph – 30 1024 x
tperiph

ns —

6 tSU Data setup time (inputs) 96 — ns —

7 tHI Data hold time (inputs) 0 — ns —

8 tv Data valid (after SPSCK edge) — 52 ns —

9 tHO Data hold time (outputs) 0 — ns —

10 tRI Rise time input — tperiph – 25 ns —

tFI Fall time input

11 tRO Rise time output — 36 ns —

tFO Fall time output

1. For SPI0, fperiph is the bus clock (fBUS).
2. tperiph = 1/fperiph

Peripheral operating requirements and behaviors
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Table 29. SPI slave mode timing on slew rate disabled pads

Num. Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit Note

1 fop Frequency of operation 0 fperiph/4 Hz 1

2 tSPSCK SPSCK period 4 x tperiph — ns 2

3 tLead Enable lead time 1 — tperiph —

Table continues on the next page...
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8 Terminology and guidelines

8.1 Definition: Operating requirement

An operating requirement is a specified value or range of values for a technical
characteristic that you must guarantee during operation to avoid incorrect operation and
possibly decreasing the useful life of the chip.

8.1.1 Example

This is an example of an operating requirement:

Symbol Description Min. Max. Unit

VDD 1.0 V core supply
voltage

0.9 1.1 V

8.2 Definition: Operating behavior

Unless otherwise specified, an operating behavior is a specified value or range of
values for a technical characteristic that are guaranteed during operation if you meet the
operating requirements and any other specified conditions.

8.3 Definition: Attribute

An attribute is a specified value or range of values for a technical characteristic that are
guaranteed, regardless of whether you meet the operating requirements.

8.3.1 Example

This is an example of an attribute:
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Table 33. Typical value conditions

Symbol Description Value Unit

TA Ambient temperature 25 °C

VDD 3.3 V supply voltage 3.3 V

9 Revision history
The following table provides a revision history for this document.

Table 34. Revision history

Rev. No. Date Substantial Changes

2 9/2012 Initial public release.

3 11/2012 Completed all the TBDs.

4 3/2014 • Updated the front page and restructured the chapters
• Added a note to the ILAT in the ESD handling ratings
• Updated Voltage and current operating ratings
• Added VODPU in the Voltage and current operating requirements
• Updated Voltage and current operating behaviors
• Updated Power mode transition operating behaviors
• Updated Power consumption operating behaviors
• Updated Capacitance attributes
• Updated footnote in the Device clock specifications
• Updated tersall in the Flash timing specifications — commands
• Updated Temp sensor slope and voltage and added a note to them

in the 12-bit ADC electrical characteristics
• Removed TA in the 12-bit DAC operating requirements
• Added Inter-Integrated Circuit Interface (I2C) timing
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