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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Interrupt Controller (cont’d)

FCE Shared interrupt select IRQSS 00 66

FCF Interrupt control IRQCTL 00 67

GPIO Port A

FD0 Port A address PAADDR 00 39

FD1 Port A control PACTL 00 41

FD2 Port A input data PAIN XX 41

FD3 Port A output data PAOUT 00 41

GPIO Port B

FD4 Port B address PBADDR 00 39

FD5 Port B control PBCTL 00 41

FD6 Port B input data PBIN XX 41

FD7 Port B output data PBOUT 00 41

GPIO Port C

FD8 Port C address PCADDR 00 39

FD9 Port C control PCCTL 00 41

FDA Port C input data PCIN XX 41

FDB Port C output data PCOUT 00 41

GPIO Port D

FDC Port D address PDADDR 00 39

FDD Port D control PDCTL 00 41

FDE Reserved — XX

FDF Port D output data PDOUT 00 41

FE0–FEF Reserved — XX

Watchdog Timer (WDT)

FF0 Reset status RSTSTAT XX 95

Watchdog Timer control WDTCTL XX 95

FF1 Watchdog Timer reload upper byte WDTU FF 96

FF2 Watchdog Timer reload high byte WDTH FF 96

FF3 Watchdog Timer reload low byte WDTL FF 97

FF4–FF5 Reserved — XX

Table 8. Register File Address Map (Continued)

Address (Hex) Register Description Mnemonic Reset (Hex) Page No.

Note: XX = Undefined.
PS025113-1212 Register Map
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Table 12. Reset Status Register (RSTSTAT)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field POR STOP WDT EXT Reserved

RESET See Table 13 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R R R R R R R R

Address FF0H

Bit Description 

[7]
POR

Power-On Reset Indicator
This bit is set to 1 if a Power-On Reset event occurs and is reset to 0, if a WDT time-out or Stop 
Mode Recovery occurs. Reading this register also reset this bit to 0.

[6]
STOP

Stop Mode Recovery Indicator
This bit is set to 1 if a Stop Mode Recovery occurs. If the STOP and WDT bits are both set to 1, 
the Stop Mode Recovery occurs because of a WDT time-out. If the STOP bit is 1 and the WDT 
bit is 0, the Stop Mode Recovery is not caused by a WDT time-out. This bit is reset by a Power-
On Reset or a WDT time-out that occurred while not in STOP Mode. Reading this register also 
resets this bit.

[5]
WDT

Watchdog Timer Time-Out Indicator
This bit is set to 1 if a WDT time-out occurs. A Power-On Reset resets this pin. A Stop Mode 
Recovery from a change in an input pin also resets this bit. Reading this register resets this bit. 
This read must occur before clearing the WDT interrupt.

[4]
EXT

External Reset Indicator
If this bit is set to 1, a reset initiated by the external RESET pin occurred. A Power-On Reset or 
a Stop Mode Recovery from a change in an input pin resets this bit. Reading this register 
resets this bit.

[3:0] Reserved
These registers are reserved and must be programmed to 0000.

Table 13. POR Indicator Values

Reset or Stop Mode Recovery Event POR STOP WDT EXT

Power-On Reset 1 0 0 0

Reset using RESET pin assertion 0 0 0 1

Reset using Watchdog Timer time-out 0 0 1 0

Reset using the On-Chip Debugger (OCTCTL[1] set to 1) 1 0 0 0

Reset from STOP Mode using DBG pin driven Low 1 0 0 0

Stop Mode Recovery using GPIO pin transition 0 1 0 0

 Stop Mode Recovery using WDT time-out 0 1 1 0
PS025113-1212 Reset Register Definitions
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GPIO Interrupts

Many of the GPIO port pins can be used as interrupt sources. Some port pins can be con-
figured to generate an interrupt request on either the rising edge or falling edge of the input 
pin signal. Other port pin interrupt sources, generate an interrupt when any edge occurs 
(both rising and falling). See the Interrupt Controller chapter on page 53 for more informa-
tion about interrupts using the GPIO pins.

GPIO Control Register Definitions

Four registers for each port provide access to GPIO control, input data and output data; 
Table 17 lists these port registers. Use the Port A–D Address and Control registers 
together to provide access to subregisters for port configuration and control.

Table 17. GPIO Port Registers and Subregisters 

Port Register Mnemonic Port Register Name

PxADDR Port A–D Address Register (selects subregisters)

PxCTL Port A–D Control Register (provides access to subregisters)

PxIN Port A–D Input Data Register

PxOUT Port A–D Output Data Register

Port Subregister Mnemonic Port Register Name

PxDD Data Direction

PxAF Alternate Function

PxOC Output Control (open-drain)

PxHDE High Drive Enable

PxSMRE Stop Mode Recovery Source Enable

PxPUE Pull-Up Enable

PxAFS1 Alternate Function Set 1

PxAFS2 Alternate Function Set 2
PS025113-1212 GPIO Interrupts
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Port A–C Input Data Registers

Reading from the Port A–C Input Data registers, shown in Table 29, return the sampled 
values from the corresponding port pins. The Port A–C Input Data registers are read-only. 
The value returned for any unused ports is 0. Unused ports include those not included in 
the 8- and 28-pin packages, as well as those not included in the ADC-enabled 28-pin pack-
ages.

Table 29. Port A–C Input Data Registers (PxIN)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field PIN7 PIN6 PIN5 PIN4 PIN3 PIN2 PIN1 PIN0

RESET X X X X X X X X

R/W R R R R R R R R

Address FD2H, FD6H, FDAH

Bit Description 

[7:0]
PxIN

Port Input Data
Sampled data from the corresponding port pin input.
0 = Input data is logical 0 (Low).
1 = Input data is logical 1 (High). 

Note: x indicates the specific GPIO port pin number (7–0).
PS025113-1212 GPIO Control Register Definitions
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Interrupt Request 1 Register

The Interrupt Request 1 (IRQ1) Register, shown in Table 36, stores interrupt requests for 
both vectored and polled interrupts. When a request is sent to the Interrupt Controller, the 
corresponding bit in the IRQ1 Register becomes 1. If interrupts are globally enabled (vec-
tored interrupts), the Interrupt Controller passes an interrupt request to the eZ8 CPU. If 
interrupts are globally disabled (polled interrupts), the eZ8 CPU can read the Interrupt 
Request 1 Register to determine if any interrupt requests are pending.

Table 36. Interrupt Request 1 Register (IRQ1)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field PA7I PA6CI PA5I PA4I PA3I PA2I PA1I PA0I

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Address FC3H

Bit Description 

[7]
PA7I

Port A7
0 = No interrupt request is pending for GPIO Port A.
1 = An interrupt request from GPIO Port A.

[6]
PA6CI

Port A6 or Comparator Interrupt Request
0 = No interrupt request is pending for GPIO Port A or comparator.
1 = An interrupt request from GPIO Port A or comparator.

[5]
PAxI

Port A Pin x Interrupt Request
0 = No interrupt request is pending for GPIO Port A pin x.
1 = An interrupt request from GPIO Port A pin x is awaiting service.

Note: x indicates the specific GPIO port pin number (5–0).
PS025113-1212 Interrupt Control Register Definitions
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Timer 0–1 Control Registers

The Timer Control registers are 8-bit read/write registers that control the operation of their 
associated counter/timers. 

Time 0–1 Control Register 0

The Timer Control 0 (TxCTL0) and Timer Control 1 (TxCTL1) registers determine the 
timer operating mode. These registers also include a programmable PWM deadband delay, 
two bits to configure the timer interrupt definition, and a status bit to identify if the most 
recent timer interrupt is caused by an input capture event.

Table 56. Timer 0–1 Control Register 0 (TxCTL0)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field TMODEHI TICONFIG Reserved PWMD INPCAP

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Address F06H, F0EH

Bit Description 

[7]
TMODEHI

Timer Mode High Bit
This bit along with the TMODE field in the TxCTL1 Register determines the operating mode 
of the timer. This is the most significant bit of the timer mode selection value. See the 
TxCTL1 Register description on the next page for additional details.

[6:5]
TICONFIG

Timer Interrupt Configuration
This field configures timer interrupt definition.
0x = Timer interrupt occurs on all of the defined reload, compare and input events.
10 = Timer interrupt occurs only on defined input capture/deassertion events.
11 = Timer interrupt occurs only on defined reload/compare events.

[4] Reserved
This bit is reserved and must be programmed to 0.

[3:1]
PWMD

PWM Delay Value
This field is a programmable delay to control the number of system clock cycles delay 
before the timer output and the timer output complement are forced to their Active state.
000 = No delay.
001 = 2 cycles delay.
010 = 4 cycles delay.
011 = 8 cycles delay.
100 = 16 cycles delay.
101 = 32 cycles delay.
110 = 64 cycles delay.
111 = 128 cycles delay.
PS025113-1212 Timer Control Register Definitions
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[2:0]
TMODE

Timer Mode
This field along with the TMODEHI bit in TxCTL0 register determines the operating mode of 
the timer. TMODEHI is the most significant bit of the timer mode selection value.
0000 = ONE-SHOT Mode.
0001 = CONTINUOUS Mode.
0010 = COUNTER Mode.
0011 = PWM SINGLE OUTPUT Mode.
0100 = CAPTURE Mode.
0101 = COMPARE Mode.
0110 = GATED Mode.
0111 = CAPTURE/COMPARE Mode.
1000 = PWM DUAL OUTPUT Mode.
1001 = CAPTURE RESTART Mode.
1010 = COMPARATOR COUNTER Mode.

Bit Description (Continued)
PS025113-1212 Timer Control Register Definitions
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Watchdog Timer Refresh

Upon first enable, the Watchdog Timer is loaded with the value in the Watchdog Timer 
Reload registers. The Watchdog Timer counts down to 000000H unless a WDT instruc-
tion is executed by the eZ8 CPU. Execution of the WDT instruction causes the downcoun-
ter to be reloaded with the WDT reload value stored in the Watchdog Timer Reload 
registers. Counting resumes following the Reload operation.

When the Z8 Encore! F0830 Series devices are operating in DEBUG Mode (using the On-
Chip Debugger), the Watchdog Timer must be continuously refreshed to prevent any 
WDT time-outs.

Watchdog Timer Time-Out Response

The Watchdog Timer times out when the counter reaches 000000H. A time-out of the 
Watchdog Timer generates either an interrupt or a system reset. The WDT_RES Flash 
option bit determines the time-out response of the Watchdog Timer. See the Flash Option 
Bits chapter on page 124 for information about programming the WDT_RES Flash option 
bit.

WDT Interrupt in Normal Operation

If configured to generate an interrupt when a time-out occurs, the Watchdog Timer issues 
an interrupt request to the Interrupt Controller and sets the WDT status bit in the Reset 
Status Register. If interrupts are enabled, the eZ8 CPU responds to the interrupt request by 
fetching the Watchdog Timer interrupt vector and executing code from the vector address. 
After time-out and interrupt generation, the Watchdog Timer counter resets to its maxi-
mum value of FFFFFH and continues counting. The Watchdog Timer counter will not 
automatically return to its reload value.

The Reset Status Register (see Table 12 on page 29) must be read before clearing the 
WDT interrupt. This read clears the WDT time-out flag and prevents further WDT inter-
rupts occurring immediately.

WDT Interrupt in STOP Mode

If configured to generate an interrupt when a time-out occurs and the Z8 Encore! F0830 
Series devices are in STOP Mode, the Watchdog Timer automatically initiates a Stop 
Mode Recovery and generates an interrupt request. Both the WDT status bit and the STOP 
bit in the Watchdog Timer Control Register are set to 1 following a WDT time-out in 
STOP Mode. See the Reset and Stop Mode Recovery chapter on page 21 for more infor-
mation about Stop Mode Recovery operations.

If interrupts are enabled, following completion of the Stop Mode Recovery, the eZ8 CPU 
responds to the interrupt request by fetching the Watchdog Timer interrupt vector and exe-
cutes the code from the vector address.
PS025113-1212 Operation
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ADC Control Register 0

The ADC Control 0 Register, shown in Table 63, initiates an A/D conversion and provides 
ADC status information.

Table 63. ADC Control Register 0 (ADCCTL0)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field START Reserved REFEN ADCEN Reserved ANAIN[2:0]

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W1 R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Address F70h

Bit Description

[7]
START

ADC Start/Busy
0 = Writing to 0 has no effect; reading a 0 indicates that the ADC is available to begin a conver-

sion.
1 = Writing to 1 starts a conversion; reading a 1 indicates that a conversion is currently in prog-

ress.

[6] Reserved
This bit is reserved and must be programmed to 0.

[5]
REFEN

Reference Enable
0 = Internal reference voltage is disabled allowing an external reference voltage to be used by 

the ADC.
1 = Internal reference voltage for the ADC is enabled. The internal reference voltage can be 

measured on the VREF pin.

[4]
ADCEN

ADC Enable
0 = ADC is disabled for low power operation.
1 = ADC is enabled for normal use.

[3] Reserved
This bit is reserved and must be programmed to 0.

[2:0]
ANAIN

Analog Input Select
000 = ANA0 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
001 = ANA1 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
010 = ANA2 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
011 = ANA3 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
100 = ANA4 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
101 = ANA5 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
110 = ANA6 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
111 = ANA7 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
PS025113-1212 ADC Control Register Definitions
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At reset, the Flash Controller is locked to prevent accidental program or erasure of Flash 
memory. To program or erase Flash memory, first write the target page to the page select 
register. Unlock the Flash Controller by making two consecutive writes to the Flash Con-
trol Register with the values 73H and 8CH, sequentially. The page select register must be 
rewritten with the same page previously stored there. If the two page select writes do not 
match, the controller reverts to a Locked state. If the two writes match, the selected page 
becomes active. See Figure 19 for details.

After unlocking a specific page, you can enable either page program or erase. Writing the 
value 95H causes a page erase only if the active page resides in a sector that is not pro-
tected. Any other value written to the Flash Control Register locks the Flash Controller. 
Mass erase is not allowed in the user code, but is allowed through the debug port.

After unlocking a specific page, the user can also write to any byte on that page. After a 
byte is written, the page remains unlocked, allowing for subsequent writes to other bytes 
on the same page. Further writes to the Flash Control Register causes the active page to 
revert to a Locked state.

Sector Based Flash Protection

The final protection mechanism is implemented on a per-sector basis. The Flash memories 
of Z8 Encore! devices are divided into maximum number of eight sectors. A sector is one-
eighth of the total size of Flash memory, unless this value is smaller than the page size, in 
which case the sector and page sizes are equal. On Z8 Encore! F0830 Series devices, the 
sector size is varied according to the Z8 Encore! F0830 Series Flash Memory Configura-
tion shown in Table 69 on page 108 and in Figures 14 through 18, which follow the table

The Flash Sector Protect Register can be configured to prevent sectors from being pro-
grammed or erased. After a sector is protected, it cannot be unprotected by user code. The 
Flash Sector Protect Register is cleared after reset and any previously written protection 
values is lost. User code must write this register in their initialization routine if they want 
to enable sector protection.

The Flash Sector Protect Register shares its Register File address with the Page Select 
Register. The Flash Sector Protect Register is accessed by writing the Flash Control Regis-
ter with 5EH. After the Flash Sector Protect Register is selected, it can be accessed at the 
Page Select Register address. When user code writes the Flash Sector Protect Register, 

Table 71. Flash Code Protection using the Flash Option Bits

FHSWP FWP Flash Code Protection Description

0 0 Programming and erasing disabled for all Flash program memory. In user code pro-
gramming, page erase and mass erase are all disabled. Mass erase is available 
through the On-Chip Debugger.

0 or 1 1 Programming, page erase and mass erase are enabled for all of the Flash program 
memory.
PS025113-1212 Operation
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Flash Frequency High and Low Byte Registers

The Flash Frequency High and Low Byte registers, shown in Tables 76 and 77, combine 
to form a 16-bit value, FFREQ, to control timing for Flash program and erase operations. 
The 16-bit binary Flash frequency value must contain the system clock frequency (in kHz) 
and is calculated using the following equation:

Flash programming and erasure is not supported for system clock frequencies below    
10 kHz or above 20 MHz. The Flash Frequency High and Low Byte registers must be 
loaded with the correct value to ensure proper operation of the device.

Table 76. Flash Frequency High Byte Register (FFREQH)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field FFREQH

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Address FFAH

Bit Description 

[7:0]
FFREQH

Flash Frequency High Byte
High byte of the 16-bit Flash frequency value.

Table 77. Flash Frequency Low Byte Register (FFREQL)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field FFREQL

RESET 0

R/W R/W

Address FFBH

Bit Description 

[7:0]
FFREQL

Flash Frequency High Byte
Low byte of the 16-bit Flash frequency value.

FFREQ[15:0] FFREQH[7:0],FFREQL[7:0]  System Clock Frequency
1000

------------------------------------------------------------= =

Caution:
PS025113-1212 Flash Control Register Definitions
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Power Failure Protection

NVDS routines employ error-checking mechanisms to ensure that any power failure will 
only endanger the most recently written byte. Bytes previously written to the array are not 
perturbed. For this protection to function, the VBO must be enabled (see the Low-Power 
Modes chapter on page 30) and configured for a threshold voltage of 2.4 V or greater (see 
the Trim Bit Address Space section on page 129).

A system reset (such as a pin reset or Watchdog Timer reset) that occurs during a write 
operation also perturbs the byte currently being written. All other bytes in the array are 
unperturbed.

Optimizing NVDS Memory Usage for Execution Speed

As indicated in Table 93, the NVDS read time varies drastically; this discrepancy being a 
trade-off for minimizing the frequency of writes that require post-write page erases. The 
NVDS read time of address N is a function of the number of writes to addresses other than 
N since the most recent write to address N as well as the number of writes since the most 
recent page erase. Neglecting the effects caused by page erases and results caused by the 
initial condition in which the NVDS is blank, a rule of thumb to consider is that every 
write since the most recent page erase causes read times of unwritten addresses to increase 
by 0.8 µs up to a maximum of 258 µs.

For every 200 writes, a maintenance operation is necessary. In this rare occurrence, the 
write takes up to 58 ms to complete. 

If NVDS read performance is critical to your software architecture, you can optimize your 
code for speed by using either of the two methods listed below. 

1. Periodically refresh all addresses that are used; this is the more useful method. The 
optimal use of NVDS, in terms of speed, is to rotate the writes evenly among all 
addresses planned for use, thereby bringing all reads closer to the minimum read time. 

Table 93. NVDS Read Time

Operation
Minimum 

Latency (µs)
Maximum 

Latency (µs)

Read 71 258

Write 126 136

Illegal Read 6 6

Illegal Write 7 7

Note:
PS025113-1212 NVDS Code Interface
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DEBUG Mode

The operating characteristics of the devices in DEBUG Mode are:

• The eZ8 CPU fetch unit stops, idling the eZ8 CPU, unless directed by the OCD to ex-
ecute specific instructions

• The system clock operates, unless the device is in STOP Mode

• All enabled on-chip peripherals operate, unless the device is in STOP Mode

• Automatically exits HALT Mode

• Constantly refreshes the Watchdog Timer, if enabled

Entering DEBUG Mode

• The device enters DEBUG Mode after the eZ8 CPU executes a Breakpoint (BRK) in-
struction

• If the DBG pin is held low during the most recent clock cycle of system reset, the de-
vice enters DEBUG Mode on exiting system reset

Exiting DEBUG Mode

The device exits DEBUG Mode following any of these operations:

• Clearing the DBGMODE bit in the OCD Control Register to 0

• Power-On Reset

• Voltage Brown-Out reset

Figure 22. Interfacing the On-Chip Debugger’s DBG Pin with an RS-232 Interface, #2 of 2

RS-232 TX

RS-232 RX

RS-232
Transceiver

VDD

DBG Pin

10KΩ
Open-Drain

Buffer
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ory size and is approximately equal to the system clock period multiplied by the number of 
bytes in program memory.

DBG ← 0EH
DBG → CRC[15:8]
DBG → CRC[7:0]

Step Instruction (10H). The step instruction command, steps one assembly instruction at 
the current program counter (PC) location. If the device is not in DEBUG Mode or the 
Flash read protect option bit is enabled, the OCD ignores this command. 

DBG ← 10H

Stuff Instruction (11H). The stuff instruction command, steps one assembly instruction 
and allows specification of the first byte of the instruction. The remaining 0–4 bytes of the 
instruction are read from program memory. This command is useful for stepping over 
instructions where the first byte of the instruction has been overwritten by a breakpoint. If 
the device is not in DEBUG Mode or the Flash read protect option bit is enabled, the OCD 
ignores this command.

DBG ← 11H
DBG ← opcode[7:0]

Execute Instruction (12H). The execute instruction command allows sending an entire 
instruction to be executed to the eZ8 CPU. This command can also step over breakpoints. 
The number of bytes to send for the instruction depends on the opcode. If the device is not 
in DEBUG Mode or the Flash read protect option bit is enabled, this command reads and 
discards one byte.

DBG ← 12H
DBG ← 1–5 byte opcode

On-Chip Debugger Control Register Definitions

This section describes the features of the On-Chip Debugger Control and Status registers.

OCD Control Register

The OCD Control Register controls the state of the On-Chip Debugger. This register is 
used to enter or exit DEBUG Mode and to enable the BRK instruction. It can also reset the 
Z8 Encore! F0830 Series device.

A reset and stop function can be achieved by writing 81H to this register. A reset and go 
function can be achieved by writing 41H to this register. If the device is in DEBUG Mode, 
a run function can be implemented by writing 40H to this register.
PS025113-1212 On-Chip Debugger Control Register Definitions
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Oscillator Control

The Z8 Encore! F0830 Series device uses five possible clocking schemes. Each one of 
these is user-selectable.

• On-chip precision trimmed RC oscillator

• On-chip oscillator using off-chip crystal or resonator

• On-chip oscillator using external RC network

• External clock drive

• On-chip low precision Watchdog Timer Oscillator

In addition, Z8 Encore! F0830 Series devices contain clock failure detection and recovery 
circuitry, allowing continued operation despite a failure of the primary oscillator.

Operation

This chapter discusses the logic used to select the system clock and handle primary oscil-
lator failures. A description of the specific operation of each oscillator is outlined further 
in this document. 

System Clock Selection

The oscillator control block selects from the available clocks. Table 98 describes each 
clock source and its usage.
PS025113-1212 Oscillator Control
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Figure 24. Oscillator Control Clock Switching Flow Chart
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Oscillator Operation with an External RC Network

Figure 26 displays a recommended configuration for connection with an external resistor-
capacitor (RC) network. 

An external resistance value of 45 kΩ is recommended for oscillator operation with an 
external RC network. The minimum resistance value to ensure operation is 40 kΩThe 
typical oscillator frequency can be estimated from the values of the resistor (R in kΩ) and 
capacitor (C in pF) elements using the following equation:

Figure 27 displays the typical (3.3 V and 25°C) oscillator frequency as a function of the 
capacitor (C in pF) employed in the RC network assuming a 45 kΩ external resistor. For 
very small values of C, the parasitic capacitance of the oscillator XIN pin and the printed 
circuit board should be included in the estimation of the oscillator frequency. 

It is possible to operate the RC oscillator using only the parasitic capacitance of the pack-
age and printed circuit board. To minimize sensitivity to external parasitics, external 
capacitance values in excess of 20 pF are recommended.

Figure 26. Connecting the On-Chip Oscillator to an External RC Network
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Analog-to-Digital Converter

For more information about these ADC registers, see the ADC Control Register Defini-
tions section on page 101.

Hex Address: F70

Table 146. ADC Control Register 0 (ADCCTL0)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field START Reserved REFEN ADCEN Reserved ANAIN[2:0]

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W1 R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Address F70h

Bit Description

[7]
START

ADC Start/Busy
0 = Writing to 0 has no effect; reading a 0 indicates that the ADC is available to begin a conver-

sion.
1 = Writing to 1 starts a conversion; reading a 1 indicates that a conversion is currently in prog-

ress.

[6] This bit is reserved and must be programmed to 0.

[5]
REFEN

Reference Enable
0 = Internal reference voltage is disabled allowing an external reference voltage to be used by 

the ADC.
1 = Internal reference voltage for the ADC is enabled. The internal reference voltage can be 

measured on the VREF pin.

[4]
ADCEN

ADC Enable
0 = ADC is disabled for low power operation.
1 = ADC is enabled for normal use.

[3] This bit is reserved and must be programmed to 0.

[2:0]
ANAIN

Analog Input Select
000 = ANA0 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
001 = ANA1 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
010 = ANA2 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
011 = ANA3 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
100 = ANA4 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
101 = ANA5 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
110 = ANA6 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
111 = ANA7 input is selected for analog to digital conversion.
PS025113-1212 Analog-to-Digital Converter
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Hex Addresses: FC9–FCC

This address range is reserved.

Hex Address: FCD

Hex Address: FCE

Hex Address: FCF

Table 166. Interrupt Edge Select Register (IRQES)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field IES7 IES6 IES5 IES4 IES3 IES2 IES1 IES0

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Address FCDH

Table 167. Shared Interrupt Select Register (IRQSS)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field Reserved PA6CS Reserved

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Address FCEH

Table 168. Interrupt Control Register (IRQCTL)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field IRQE Reserved

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R R R R R R R

Address FCFH
PS025113-1212 Interrupt Controller


