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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Cyclone V Device Overview
The Cyclone® V devices are designed to simultaneously accommodate the shrinking
power consumption, cost, and time-to-market requirements; and the increasing
bandwidth requirements for high-volume and cost-sensitive applications.

Enhanced with integrated transceivers and hard memory controllers, the Cyclone V
devices are suitable for applications in the industrial, wireless and wireline, military,
and automotive markets.

Related Information

Cyclone V Device Handbook: Known Issues
Lists the planned updates to the Cyclone V Device Handbook chapters.

Key Advantages of Cyclone V Devices

Table 1. Key Advantages of the Cyclone V Device Family

Advantage Supporting Feature

Lower power consumption • Built on TSMC's 28 nm low-power (28LP) process technology and includes an
abundance of hard intellectual property (IP) blocks

• Up to 40% lower power consumption than the previous generation device

Improved logic integration and
differentiation capabilities

• 8-input adaptive logic module (ALM)
• Up to 13.59 megabits (Mb) of embedded memory
• Variable-precision digital signal processing (DSP) blocks

Increased bandwidth capacity • 3.125 gigabits per second (Gbps) and 6.144 Gbps transceivers
• Hard memory controllers

Hard processor system (HPS)
with integrated Arm* Cortex*-A9
MPCore* processor

• Tight integration of a dual-core Arm Cortex-A9 MPCore processor, hard IP, and an
FPGA in a single Cyclone V system-on-a-chip (SoC)

• Supports over 128 Gbps peak bandwidth with integrated data coherency between
the processor and the FPGA fabric

Lowest system cost • Requires only two core voltages to operate
• Available in low-cost wirebond packaging
• Includes innovative features such as Configuration via Protocol (CvP) and partial

reconfiguration
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Feature Description

• HPS–FPGA bridges—include the FPGA-to-HPS, HPS-to-FPGA, and lightweight HPS-to-FPGA
bridges that allow the FPGA fabric to issue transactions to slaves in the HPS, and vice versa

• FPGA-to-HPS SDRAM controller subsystem—provides a configurable interface to the multiport
front end (MPFE) of the HPS SDRAM controller

• Arm CoreSight™ JTAG debug access port, trace port, and on-chip trace storage

Configuration • Tamper protection—comprehensive design protection to protect your valuable IP investments
• Enhanced advanced encryption standard (AES) design security features
• CvP
• Dynamic reconfiguration of the FPGA
• Active serial (AS) x1 and x4, passive serial (PS), JTAG, and fast passive parallel (FPP) x8 and

x16 configuration options
• Internal scrubbing (2)

• Partial reconfiguration (3)

Cyclone V Device Variants and Packages

Table 3. Device Variants for the Cyclone V Device Family

Variant Description

Cyclone V E Optimized for the lowest system cost and power requirement for a wide spectrum of general logic
and DSP applications

Cyclone V GX Optimized for the lowest cost and power requirement for 614 Mbps to 3.125 Gbps transceiver
applications

Cyclone V GT The FPGA industry’s lowest cost and lowest power requirement for 6.144 Gbps transceiver
applications

Cyclone V SE SoC with integrated Arm-based HPS

Cyclone V SX SoC with integrated Arm-based HPS and 3.125 Gbps transceivers

Cyclone V ST SoC with integrated Arm-based HPS and 6.144 Gbps transceivers

Cyclone V E

This section provides the available options, maximum resource counts, and package
plan for the Cyclone V E devices.

The information in this section is correct at the time of publication. For the latest
information and to get more details, refer to the Product Selector Guide.

Related Information

Product Selector Guide
Provides the latest information about Intel products.

(2) The SEU internal scrubbing feature is available for Cyclone V E, GX, SE, and SX devices with
the "SC" suffix in the part number. For device availability and ordering, contact your local Intel
sales representatives.

(3) The partial reconfiguration feature is available for Cyclone V E, GX, SE, and SX devices with
the "SC" suffix in the part number. For device availability and ordering, contact your local
Intel® sales representatives.
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Resource Member Code

C2 C4 C5 C6

HPS PLL 3 3 3 3

3 Gbps Transceiver 6 6 9 9

FPGA GPIO (8) 145 145 288 288

HPS I/O 181 181 181 181

LVDS Transmitter 32 32 72 72

Receiver 37 37 72 72

PCIe Hard IP Block 2 2 2 (9) 2 (9)

FPGA Hard Memory Controller 1 1 1 1

HPS Hard Memory Controller 1 1 1 1

Arm Cortex-A9 MPCore Processor Dual-core Dual-core Dual-core Dual-core

Related Information

True LVDS Buffers in Devices, I/O Features in Cyclone V Devices
Provides the number of LVDS channels in each device package.

Package Plan

Table 13. Package Plan for Cyclone V SX Devices
The HPS I/O counts are the number of I/Os in the HPS and does not correlate with the number of HPS-specific
I/O pins in the FPGA. Each HPS-specific pin in the FPGA may be mapped to several HPS I/Os.

Member Code U672
(23 mm)

F896
(31 mm)

FPGA GPIO HPS I/O XCVR FPGA GPIO HPS I/O XCVR

C2 145 181 6 — — —

C4 145 181 6 — — —

C5 145 181 6 288 181 9

C6 145 181 6 288 181 9

Cyclone V ST

This section provides the available options, maximum resource counts, and package
plan for the Cyclone V ST devices.

The information in this section is correct at the time of publication. For the latest
information and to get more details, refer to the Product Selector Guide.

(8) The number of GPIOs does not include transceiver I/Os. In the Intel Quartus Prime software,
the number of user I/Os includes transceiver I/Os.

(9) 1 PCIe Hard IP Block in U672 package.
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Related Information

Product Selector Guide
Provides the latest information about Intel products.

Available Options

Figure 6. Sample Ordering Code and Available Options for Cyclone V ST Devices

Family Signature

Embedded Hard IPs

Transceiver Count

Transceiver
Speed Grade

Package Type

Package Code

Operating Temperature

FPGA Fabric
Speed Grade

Optional Suffix
Indicates specific device 
options or shipment methodST  : SoC with 6.144-Gbps transceivers

F  : 2 hard PCIe controllers 
           and 1 hard memory controller

5C  : Cyclone V

D5 : 85K logic elements
D6 : 110K logic elements

D : 9

5 : 6.144 Gbps

F  : FineLine BGA (FBGA)

31 : 896 pins

I  : Industrial (TJ= -40° C to 100° C)

7

N : Lead-free packaging
Contact Intel for availability
of leaded options
ES  : Engineering sample

5C ST F D6 D 5 F 31 C 6 N

Member Code

Family Variant

Maximum Resources

Table 14. Maximum Resource Counts for Cyclone V ST Devices

Resource Member Code

D5 D6

Logic Elements (LE) (K) 85 110

ALM 32,070 41,910

Register 128,300 166,036

Memory (Kb) M10K 3,970 5,570

MLAB 480 621

Variable-precision DSP Block 87 112

18 x 18 Multiplier 174 224

FPGA PLL 6 6

HPS PLL 3 3

6.144 Gbps Transceiver 9 9

FPGA GPIO(10) 288 288

HPS I/O 181 181

LVDS Transmitter 72 72

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G������������

(10) The number of GPIOs does not include transceiver I/Os. In the Intel Quartus Prime software,
the number of user I/Os includes transceiver I/Os.
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Resource Member Code

D5 D6

Receiver 72 72

PCIe Hard IP Block 2 2

FPGA Hard Memory Controller 1 1

HPS Hard Memory Controller 1 1

Arm Cortex-A9 MPCore Processor Dual-core Dual-core

Related Information

True LVDS Buffers in Devices, I/O Features in Cyclone V Devices
Provides the number of LVDS channels in each device package.

Package Plan

Table 15. Package Plan for Cyclone V ST Devices
• The HPS I/O counts are the number of I/Os in the HPS and does not correlate with the number of HPS-

specific I/O pins in the FPGA. Each HPS-specific pin in the FPGA may be mapped to several HPS I/Os.

• Transceiver counts shown are for transceiver ≤5 Gbps . 6 Gbps transceiver channel count support depends
on the package and channel usage. For more information about the 6 Gbps transceiver channel count,
refer to the Cyclone V Device Handbook Volume 2: Transceivers.

Member Code F896
(31 mm)

FPGA GPIO HPS I/O XCVR

D5 288 181 9 (11)

D6 288 181 9 (11)

Related Information

6.144-Gbps Support Capability in Cyclone V GT Devices, Cyclone V Device Handbook
Volume 2: Transceivers

Provides more information about 6 Gbps transceiver channel count.

(11) If you require CPRI (at 4.9152 Gbps) and PCIe Gen2 transmit jitter compliance, Intel
recommends that you use only up to seven full-duplex transceiver channels for CPRI, and up
to six full-duplex channels for PCIe Gen2. The CMU channels are not considered full-duplex
channels.
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