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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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2.1.12 Pre-Programmed UART Bootloader

The bootloader presented in application note AN0003 is pre-programmed in the device at factory. Auto-
baud and destructive write are supported. The autobaud feature, interface and commands are described
further in the application note.

2.1.13 Low Energy Universal Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter
(LEUART)

The unique LEUARTTM, the Low Energy UART, is a UART that allows two-way UART communication on
a strict power budget. Only a 32.768 kHz clock is needed to allow UART communication up to 9600 baud/
s. The LEUART includes all necessary hardware support to make asynchronous serial communication
possible with minimum of software intervention and energy consumption.

2.1.14 Timer/Counter (TIMER)

The 16-bit general purpose Timer has 3 compare/capture channels for input capture and compare/Pulse-
Width Modulation (PWM) output.

2.1.15 Real Time Counter (RTC)

The Real Time Counter (RTC) contains a 24-bit counter and is clocked either by a 32.768 kHz crystal
oscillator, or a 32.768 kHz RC oscillator. In addition to energy modes EM0 and EM1, the RTC is also
available in EM2. This makes it ideal for keeping track of time since the RTC is enabled in EM2 where
most of the device is powered down.

2.1.16 Pulse Counter (PCNT)

The Pulse Counter (PCNT) can be used for counting pulses on a single input or to decode quadrature
encoded inputs. It runs off either the internal LFACLK or the PCNTn_S0IN pin as external clock source.
The module may operate in energy mode EM0 - EM3.

2.1.17 Analog Comparator (ACMP)

The Analog Comparator is used to compare the voltage of two analog inputs, with a digital output indi-
cating which input voltage is higher. Inputs can either be one of the selectable internal references or from
external pins. Response time and thereby also the current consumption can be configured by altering
the current supply to the comparator.

2.1.18 Voltage Comparator (VCMP)

The Voltage Supply Comparator is used to monitor the supply voltage from software. An interrupt can
be generated when the supply falls below or rises above a programmable threshold. Response time and
thereby also the current consumption can be configured by altering the current supply to the comparator.

2.1.19 Analog to Digital Converter (ADC)

The ADC is a Successive Approximation Register (SAR) architecture, with a resolution of up to 12 bits
at up to one million samples per second. The integrated input mux can select inputs from 4 external
pins and 6 internal signals.

2.1.20 Current Digital to Analog Converter (IDAC)

The current digital to analog converter can source or sink a configurable constant current, which can
be output on, or sinked from pin or ADC. The current is configurable with several ranges of various
step sizes.
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2.1.21 Advanced Encryption Standard Accelerator (AES)

The AES accelerator performs AES encryption and decryption with 128-bit. Encrypting or decrypting one
128-bit data block takes 52 HFCORECLK cycles with 128-bit keys. The AES module is an AHB slave
which enables efficient access to the data and key registers. All write accesses to the AES module must
be 32-bit operations, i.e. 8- or 16-bit operations are not supported.

2.1.22 General Purpose Input/Output (GPIO)

In the EFM32ZG222, there are 37 General Purpose Input/Output (GPIO) pins, which are divided into
ports with up to 16 pins each. These pins can individually be configured as either an output or input. More
advanced configurations like open-drain, filtering and drive strength can also be configured individually
for the pins. The GPIO pins can also be overridden by peripheral pin connections, like Timer PWM
outputs or USART communication, which can be routed to several locations on the device. The GPIO
supports up to 16 asynchronous external pin interrupts, which enables interrupts from any pin on the
device. Also, the input value of a pin can be routed through the Peripheral Reflex System to other
peripherals.

2.2 Configuration Summary

The features of the EFM32ZG222 is a subset of the feature set described in the EFM32ZG Reference
Manual. Table 2.1 (p. 6)  describes device specific implementation of the features.

Table 2.1. Configuration Summary

Module Configuration Pin Connections

Cortex-M0+ Full configuration NA

DBG Full configuration DBG_SWCLK, DBG_SWDIO,

MSC Full configuration NA

DMA Full configuration NA

RMU Full configuration NA

EMU Full configuration NA

CMU Full configuration CMU_OUT0, CMU_OUT1

WDOG Full configuration NA

PRS Full configuration NA

I2C0 Full configuration I2C0_SDA, I2C0_SCL

USART1 Full configuration with I2S and IrDA US1_TX, US1_RX, US1_CLK, US1_CS

LEUART0 Full configuration LEU0_TX, LEU0_RX

TIMER0 Full configuration TIM0_CC[2:0]

TIMER1 Full configuration TIM1_CC[2:0]

RTC Full configuration NA

PCNT0 Full configuration, 16-bit count register PCNT0_S[1:0]

ACMP0 Full configuration ACMP0_CH[4:0], ACMP0_O

VCMP Full configuration NA

ADC0 Full configuration ADC0_CH[3:0]

IDAC0 Full configuration IDAC0_OUT

AES Full configuration NA
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3 Electrical Characteristics

3.1 Test Conditions

3.1.1 Typical Values

The typical data are based on TAMB=25°C and VDD=3.0 V, as defined in Table 3.2 (p. 8) , by simu-
lation and/or technology characterisation unless otherwise specified.

3.1.2 Minimum and Maximum Values

The minimum and maximum values represent the worst conditions of ambient temperature, supply volt-
age and frequencies, as defined in Table 3.2 (p. 8) , by simulation and/or technology characterisa-
tion unless otherwise specified.

3.2 Absolute Maximum Ratings

The absolute maximum ratings are stress ratings, and functional operation under such conditions are
not guaranteed. Stress beyond the limits specified in Table 3.1 (p. 8)  may affect the device reliability
or cause permanent damage to the device. Functional operating conditions are given in Table 3.2 (p.
8) .

Table 3.1. Absolute Maximum Ratings

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

TSTG Storage tempera-
ture range

 -40  1501 °C

TS Maximum soldering
temperature

Latest IPC/JEDEC J-STD-020
Standard

  260 °C

VDDMAX External main sup-
ply voltage

 0  3.8 V

VIOPIN Voltage on any I/O
pin

 -0.3  VDD+0.3 V

1Based on programmed devices tested for 10000 hours at 150ºC. Storage temperature affects retention of preprogrammed cal-
ibration values stored in flash. Please refer to the Flash section in the Electrical Characteristics for information on flash data re-
tention for different temperatures.

3.3 General Operating Conditions

3.3.1 General Operating Conditions

Table 3.2. General Operating Conditions

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

TAMB Ambient temperature range -40  85 °C

VDDOP Operating supply voltage 1.98  3.8 V

fAPB Internal APB clock frequency   24 MHz

fAHB Internal AHB clock frequency   24 MHz
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Figure 3.14. Typical Low-Level Output Current, 2V Supply Voltage
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Figure 3.17. Typical High-Level Output Current, 3V Supply Voltage
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Figure 3.19. Typical High-Level Output Current, 3.8V Supply Voltage
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3.9.3 LFRCO

Table 3.10. LFRCO

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

fLFRCO Oscillation frequen-
cy , VDD= 3.0 V,
TAMB=25°C

 31.29 32.768 34.28 kHz

tLFRCO Startup time not in-
cluding software
calibration

  150  µs

ILFRCO Current consump-
tion

  190  nA

TUNESTEPL-

FRCO

Frequency step
for LSB change in
TUNING value

  1.5  %

Figure 3.20.  Calibrated LFRCO Frequency vs Temperature and Supply Voltage
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Figure 3.22.  Calibrated HFRCO 7 MHz Band Frequency vs Supply Voltage and Temperature
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Figure 3.23.  Calibrated HFRCO 11 MHz Band Frequency vs Supply Voltage and Temperature
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Figure 3.24.  Calibrated HFRCO 14 MHz Band Frequency vs Supply Voltage and Temperature
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, 2xVDD reference

 75  dBc

1 MSamples/s, 12 bit, differen-
tial, 5V reference

 69  dBc

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, sin-
gle ended, internal 1.25V refer-
ence

 75  dBc

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, internal 2.5V reference

 75  dBc

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, single
ended, VDD reference

 76  dBc

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, internal 1.25V reference

 79  dBc

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, internal 2.5V reference

 79  dBc

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, 5V reference

 78  dBc

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, VDD reference

68 79  dBc

200 kSamples/s, 12 bit, differ-
ential, 2xVDD reference

 79  dBc

After calibration, single ended -4 0.3 4 mV
VADCOFFSET Offset voltage

After calibration, differential  0.3  mV

  -1.92  mV/°C

TGRADADCTH
Thermometer out-
put gradient

  -6.3  ADC
Codes/
°C

DNLADC Differential non-lin-
earity (DNL)

VDD= 3.0 V, external 2.5V ref-
erence

-1 ±0.7 4 LSB

INLADC Integral non-linear-
ity (INL), End point
method

VDD= 3.0 V, external 2.5V ref-
erence

 ±1.2 ±3 LSB

MCADC No missing codes  11.9991 12  bits
1On the average every ADC will have one missing code, most likely to appear around 2048 ± n*512 where n can be a value in
the set {-3, -2, -1, 1, 2, 3}. There will be no missing code around 2048, and in spite of the missing code the ADC will be monotonic
at all times so that a response to a slowly increasing input will always be a slowly increasing output. Around the one code that is
missing, the neighbour codes will look wider in the DNL plot. The spectra will show spurs on the level of -78dBc for a full scale
input for chips that have the missing code issue.

The integral non-linearity (INL) and differential non-linearity parameters are explained in Figure 3.26 (p.
36)  and Figure 3.27 (p. 36) , respectively.
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Figure 3.26. Integral Non-Linearity (INL)
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Figure 3.27. Differential Non-Linearity (DNL)
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3.10.1 Typical performance

Figure 3.28.  ADC Frequency Spectrum, Vdd = 3V, Temp = 25°C

1.25V Reference 2.5V Reference

2XVDDVSS Reference 5VDIFF Reference

VDD Reference



...the world's most energy friendly microcontrollers

2015-03-06 - EFM32ZG222FXX - d0066_Rev1.10 41 www.silabs.com

Figure 3.33.  ADC Temperature sensor readout
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3.11 Current Digital Analog Converter (IDAC)

Table 3.15. IDAC Range 0 Source

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

EM0, default settings  11.7  µA
IIDAC

Active current with
STEPSEL=0x10 Duty-cycled  10  nA

I0x10 Nominal IDAC out-
put current with
STEPSEL=0x10

  0.84  µA

ISTEP Step size   0.049  µA

ID Current drop at high
impedance load

VIDAC_OUT = VDD - 100mV  0.73  %

TCIDAC Temperature coeffi-
cient

VDD = 3.0V, STEPSEL=0x10  0.3  nA/°C

VCIDAC Voltage coefficient T = 25 °C, STEPSEL=0x10  11.7  nA/V

Table 3.16. IDAC Range 0 Sink

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

IIDAC Active current with
STEPSEL=0x10

EM0, default settings  13.7  µA

I0x10 Nominal IDAC out-
put current with
STEPSEL=0x10

  0.84  µA

ISTEP Step size   0.050  µA

ID Current drop at high
impedance load

VIDAC_OUT = 200 mV  0.16  %

TCIDAC Temperature coeffi-
cient

VDD = 3.0 V, STEPSEL=0x10  0.2  nA/°C

VCIDAC Voltage coefficient T = 25 °C, STEPSEL=0x10  12.5  nA/V
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

I0x10 Nominal IDAC out-
put current with
STEPSEL=0x10

  8.44  µA

ISTEP Step size   0.495  µA

ID Current drop at high
impedance load

VIDAC_OUT = 200 mV  0.55  %

TCIDAC Temperature coeffi-
cient

VDD = 3.0 V, STEPSEL=0x10  2.8  nA/°C

VCIDAC Voltage coefficient T = 25 °C, STEPSEL=0x10  94.4  nA/V

Table 3.21. IDAC Range 3 Source

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

EM0, default settings  18.3  µA
IIDAC

Active current with
STEPSEL=0x10 Duty-cycled  10  nA

I0x10 Nominal IDAC out-
put current with
STEPSEL=0x10

  34.03  µA

ISTEP Step size   1.996  µA

ID Current drop at high
impedance load

VIDAC_OUT = VDD - 100 mV  3.18  %

TCIDAC Temperature coeffi-
cient

VDD = 3.0 V, STEPSEL=0x10  10.9  nA/°C

VCIDAC Voltage coefficient T = 25 °C, STEPSEL=0x10  159.5  nA/V

Table 3.22. IDAC Range 3 Sink

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

IIDAC Active current with
STEPSEL=0x10

EM0, default settings  62.9  µA

I0x10 Nominal IDAC out-
put current with
STEPSEL=0x10

  34.16  µA

ISTEP Step size   2.003  µA

ID Current drop at high
impedance load

VIDAC_OUT = 200 mV  1.65  %

TCIDAC Temperature coeffi-
cient

VDD = 3.0 V, STEPSEL=0x10  10.9  nA/°C

VCIDAC Voltage coefficient T = 25 °C, STEPSEL=0x10  148.6  nA/V

Table 3.23. IDAC

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

tIDACSTART Start-up time, from enabled to output settled  40  µs
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Figure 3.37.  ACMP Characteristics, Vdd = 3V, Temp = 25°C, FULLBIAS = 0, HALFBIAS = 1
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Table 3.27. I2C Fast-mode (Fm)

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

fSCL SCL clock frequency 0  4001 kHz

tLOW SCL clock low time 1.3   µs

tHIGH SCL clock high time 0.6   µs

tSU,DAT SDA set-up time 100   ns

tHD,DAT SDA hold time 8  9002,3 ns

tSU,STA Repeated START condition set-up time 0.6   µs

tHD,STA (Repeated) START condition hold time 0.6   µs

tSU,STO STOP condition set-up time 0.6   µs

tBUF Bus free time between a STOP and START condition 1.3   µs
1For the minimum HFPERCLK frequency required in Fast-mode, see the I2C chapter in the EFM32ZG Reference Manual.
2The maximum SDA hold time (tHD,DAT) needs to be met only when the device does not stretch the low time of SCL (tLOW).
3When transmitting data, this number is guaranteed only when I2Cn_CLKDIV < ((900*10-9 [s] * fHFPERCLK [Hz]) - 5).

Table 3.28. I2C Fast-mode Plus (Fm+)

Symbol Parameter Min Typ Max Unit

fSCL SCL clock frequency 0  10001 kHz

tLOW SCL clock low time 0.5   µs

tHIGH SCL clock high time 0.26   µs

tSU,DAT SDA set-up time 50   ns

tHD,DAT SDA hold time 8   ns

tSU,STA Repeated START condition set-up time 0.26   µs

tHD,STA (Repeated) START condition hold time 0.26   µs

tSU,STO STOP condition set-up time 0.26   µs

tBUF Bus free time between a STOP and START condition 0.5   µs
1For the minimum HFPERCLK frequency required in Fast-mode Plus, see the I2C chapter in the EFM32ZG Reference Manual.

3.15 Digital Peripherals

Table 3.29. Digital Peripherals

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

IUSART USART current USART idle current, clock en-
abled

 7.5  µA/
MHz

ILEUART LEUART current LEUART idle current, clock en-
abled

 150  nA

II2C I2C current I2C idle current, clock enabled  6.25  µA/
MHz

ITIMER TIMER current TIMER_0 idle current, clock
enabled

 8.75  µA/
MHz

IPCNT PCNT current PCNT idle current, clock en-
abled

 100  nA

IRTC RTC current RTC idle current, clock enabled  100  nA
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5. Dimensions S and V to be determined at seating plane AC.
6. Dimensions A and B do not include mold protrusion. Allowable protrusion is 0.250 per side. Dimen-

sions A and B do include mold mismatch and are determined at datum AB.
7. Dimension D does not include dambar protrusion. Dambar protrusion shall not cause the D dimension

to exceed 0.350.
8. Minimum solder plate thickness shall be 0.0076.
9. Exact shape of each corner is optional.

Table 4.4. QFP48 (Dimensions in mm)

DIM MIN NOM MAX DIM MIN NOM MAX

A - 7.000 BSC - M - 12DEG REF -

A1 - 3.500 BSC - N 0.090 - 0.160

B - 7.000 BSC - P - 0.250 BSC -

B1 - 3.500 BSC - R 0.150 - 0.250

C 1.000 - 1.200 S - 9.000 BSC -

D 0.170 - 0.270 S1 - 4.500 BSC -

E 0.950 - 1.050 V - 9.000 BSC -

F 0.170 - 0.230 V1 - 4.500 BSC -

G - 0.500 BSC - W - 0.200 BSC -

H 0.050 - 0.150 AA - 1.000 BSC -

J 0.090 - 0.200

K 0.500 - 0.700

L 0DEG - 7DEG

The TQFP48 Package is 7 by 7 mm in size and has a 0.5 mm pin pitch.

The TQFP48 Package uses Nickel-Palladium-Gold preplated leadframe.

All EFM32 packages are RoHS compliant and free of Bromine (Br) and Antimony (Sb).

For additional Quality and Environmental information, please see:
http://www.silabs.com/support/quality/pages/default.aspx
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5 PCB Layout and Soldering

5.1 Recommended PCB Layout

Figure 5.1. TQFP48 PCB Land Pattern
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Table 5.1. QFP48 PCB Land Pattern Dimensions (Dimensions in mm)

Symbol Dim. (mm) Symbol Pin number Symbol Pin number

a 1.60 P1 1 P6 36

b 0.30 P2 12 P7 37

c 0.50 P3 13 P8 48

d 8.50 P4 24 - -

e 8.50 P5 25 - -



...the world's most energy friendly microcontrollers

2015-03-06 - EFM32ZG222FXX - d0066_Rev1.10 58 www.silabs.com

Figure 5.2. TQFP48 PCB Solder Mask
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Table 5.2. QFP48 PCB Solder Mask Dimensions (Dimensions in mm)

Symbol Dim. (mm)

a 1.72

b 0.42

c 0.50

d 8.50

e 8.50
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B Contact Information
Silicon Laboratories Inc.
400 West Cesar Chavez
Austin, TX 78701

Please visit the Silicon Labs Technical Support web page:
http://www.silabs.com/support/pages/contacttechnicalsupport.aspx
and register to submit a technical support request.




