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Understanding Embedded - Microprocessors

Embedded microprocessors are specialized computing
chips designed to perform specific tasks within an
embedded system. Unlike general-purpose
microprocessors found in personal computers, embedded
microprocessors are tailored for dedicated functions within
larger systems, offering optimized performance, efficiency,
and reliability. These microprocessors are integral to the
operation of countless electronic devices, providing the
computational power necessary for controlling processes,
handling data, and managing communications.

Applications of Embedded - Microprocessors

Embedded microprocessors are utilized across a broad
spectrum of applications, making them indispensable in
modern technology. In consumer electronics, they power
devices such as smartphones, tablets, and smart home
appliances, enabling advanced features and connectivity.
In the automotive industry, embedded microprocessors are
critical for engine control units (ECUs), infotainment
systems, and advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS).
Industrial automation relies on these microprocessors for
controlling machinery, managing production lines, and
ensuring safety protocols. Medical devices, including
diagnostic equipment and patient monitoring systems,
depend on embedded microprocessors for accurate data
processing and reliable performance. Additionally,
embedded microprocessors are used in
telecommunications, aerospace, and defense applications,
where precision and dependability are paramount.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
Microprocessors

Embedded microprocessors can be categorized into
several common subcategories based on their
architecture, performance, and intended application.
These include:

General-Purpose Microprocessors: Designed for
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance and flexibility.

Application-Specific Integrated Circuits
(ASICs): Custom-designed for specific tasks,
providing optimal performance for particular
applications.

Digital Signal Processors (DSPs): Specialized for
real-time signal processing tasks, ideal for audio,
video, and communication systems.

System on Chip (SoC): Integrates the
microprocessor with other system components, such
as memory and peripherals, on a single chip for
compact and efficient designs.

Types of Embedded - Microprocessors

Details

Product Status Obsolete

Core Processor PowerPC e300

Number of Cores/Bus Width 1 Core, 32-Bit

Speed 400MHz

Co-Processors/DSP Security; SEC

RAM Controllers DDR, DDR2

Graphics Acceleration No

Display & Interface Controllers -

Ethernet 10/100/1000Mbps (3)

SATA -

USB USB 2.0 + PHY (2)

Voltage - I/O 1.8V, 2.5V, 3.3V

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 105°C (TA)

Security Features Cryptography, Random Number Generator

Package / Case 620-BBGA Exposed Pad

Supplier Device Package 620-HBGA (29x29)
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Overview

— Up to four physical banks (chip selects), each bank up to 1 Gbyte independently addressable
— DRAM chip configurations from 64 Mbits to 1 Gbit with ×8/×16 data ports
— Full error checking and correction (ECC) support
— Support for up to 16 simultaneous open pages (up to 32 pages for DDR2)
— Contiguous or discontiguous memory mapping
— Read-modify-write support
— Sleep-mode support for SDRAM self refresh
— Auto refresh
— On-the-fly power management using CKE
— Registered DIMM support
— 2.5-V SSTL2 compatible I/O for DDR1, 1.8-V SSTL2 compatible I/O for DDR2

• Dual three-speed (10/100/1000) Ethernet controllers (TSECs)
— Dual controllers designed to comply with IEEE 802.3™, 802.3u™, 820.3x™, 802.3z™, 

802.3ac™ standards
— Ethernet physical interfaces:

– 1000 Mbps IEEE Std. 802.3 RGMII, IEEE Std. 802.3z RTBI, full-duplex
– 10/100 Mbps IEEE Std. 802.3 MII full- and half-duplex

— Buffer descriptors are backward-compatible with MPC8260 and MPC860T 10/100 
programming models

— 9.6-Kbyte jumbo frame support
— RMON statistics support
— Internal 2-Kbyte transmit and 2-Kbyte receive FIFOs per TSEC module
— MII management interface for control and status
— Programmable CRC generation and checking

•  PCI interface
— Designed to comply with PCI Specification Revision 2.3 
— Data bus width:

–  32-bit data PCI interface operating at up to 66 MHz 
— PCI 3.3-V compatible
— PCI host bridge capabilities 
— PCI agent mode on PCI interface
— PCI-to-memory and memory-to-PCI streaming
— Memory prefetching of PCI read accesses and support for delayed read transactions
— Posting of processor-to-PCI and PCI-to-memory writes
— On-chip arbitration supporting five masters on PCI
— Accesses to all PCI address spaces
— Parity supported
— Selectable hardware-enforced coherency
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Package and Pin Listings

Module height (typical) 2.23 mm
Module height (minimum) 2.00 mm
Solder balls 62 Sn/36 Pb/2 Ag (ZQ package)

96.5 Sn/3.5Ag (VR package)
Ball diameter (typical) 0.60 mm
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Package and Pin Listings

18.2 Mechanical Dimensions for the MPC8343EA PBGA
Figure 36 shows the mechanical dimensions and bottom surface nomenclature for the MPC8343EA, 
620-PBGA package.

Notes:
1. All dimensions are in millimeters.
2. Dimensioning and tolerancing per ASME Y14. 5M-1994.
3. Maximum solder ball diameter measured parallel to datum A.
4. Datum A, the seating plane, is determined by the spherical crowns of the solder balls.

Figure 36. Mechanical Dimensions and Bottom Surface Nomenclature for the MPC8343EA PBGA
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Ordering Information

However, while HRESET is asserted, these pins are treated as inputs, and the value on these pins is latched 
when PORESET deasserts. Then the input receiver is disabled and the I/O circuit takes on its normal 
function. Careful board layout with stubless connections to these pull-up/pull-down resistors coupled with 
the large value of the pull-up/pull-down resistor should minimize the disruption of signal quality or speed 
for the output pins.

21.7 Pull-Up Resistor Requirements
The MPC8343EA requires high resistance pull-up resistors (10 k�:  is recommended) on open-drain pins, 
including I2C pins, and IPIC interrupt pins. 

For more information on required pull-up resistors and the connections required for the JTAG interface, 
refer to application note AN2931, �PowerQUICC Design Checklist.�

22 Ordering Information
This section presents ordering information for the device discussed in this document, and it shows an 
example of how the parts are marked.

NOTE
The information in this document is accurate for revision 3.x silicon and 
later (in other words, for orderable part numbers ending in A or B). For 
information on revision 1.1 silicon and earlier versions, see the MPC8343E  
PowerQUICC II Pro Integrated Host Processor Hardware Specifications 
(Document Order No. MPC8343EEC).

22.1 Part Numbers Fully Ad dressed by This Document
Table 62 shows an analysis of the Freescale part numbering nomenclature for the MPC8343EA. The 
individual part numbers correspond to a maximum processor core frequency. Each part number also 
contains a revision code that refers to the die mask revision number. For available frequency configuration 


