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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade

Details

Product Status Obsolete

Core Processor 8051

Core Size 8-Bit

Speed 25MHz

Connectivity SMBus (2-Wire/I²C), UART/USART

Peripherals POR, PWM, WDT

Number of I/O 8

Program Memory Size 8KB (8K x 8)

Program Memory Type FLASH

EEPROM Size -

RAM Size 256 x 8

Voltage - Supply (Vcc/Vdd) 2.7V ~ 3.6V

Data Converters -

Oscillator Type Internal

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 85°C (TA)

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Package / Case 10-VFDFN Exposed Pad

Supplier Device Package 11-QFN (3x3)
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IDD Supply Sensitivity (Note 3) F = 25 MHz — 47 — %/V

F = 1 MHz — 59 — %/V

IDD Frequency Sensitivity 
(Note 3, Note 5)

VDD = 3.0 V, F <= 1 MHz, T = 25 °C — 0.27 — mA/MHz

VDD = 3.0 V, F > 1 MHz, T = 25 °C — 0.10 — mA/MHz

VDD = 3.6 V, F <= 1 MHz, T = 25 °C — 0.35 — mA/MHz

VDD = 3.6 V, F > 1 MHz, T = 25 °C — 0.12 — mA/MHz

Digital Supply Current 
(Stop Mode, shutdown)

Oscillator not running,
VDD Monitor Disabled

— < 0.1 — µA

Notes: 
1. Given in Table 9.2 on page 86.
2. SYSCLK must be at least 32 kHz to enable debugging.
3. Based on device characterization data; Not production tested.
4. Normal IDD can be estimated for frequencies <= 15 MHz by simply multiplying the frequency of interest by 

the frequency sensitivity number for that range. When using these numbers to estimate IDD for >15 MHz, the 
estimate should be the current at 25 MHz minus the difference in current indicated by the frequency sensitivity 
number.  
For example: VDD = 3.0 V; F = 20 MHz, IDD = 6.6 mA – (25 MHz – 20 MHz) x 0.16 mA/MHz = 5.8 mA.

5. Idle IDD can be estimated for frequencies <= 1 MHz by simply multiplying the frequency of interest by the 
frequency sensitivity number for that range. When using these numbers to estimate Idle IDD for >1 MHz, the 
estimate should be the current at 25 MHz minus the difference in current indicated by the frequency sensitivity 
number.  
For example: VDD = 3.0 V; F = 5 MHz, Idle IDD = 3.3 mA – (25 MHz – 5 MHz) x 0.10 mA/MHz = 1.3 mA.

Table 3.1. Global Electrical Characteristics  (Continued)
–40 to +85 °C, 25 MHz system clock unless otherwise specified.

Parameter Conditions Min Typ Max Units
26 Rev. 2.9
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The output of Comparator0 can be polled in software, used as an interrupt source, and/or routed to a Port 
pin. When routed to a Port pin, the Comparator0 output is available asynchronous or synchronous to the 
system clock; the asynchronous output is available even in STOP mode (with no system clock active). 
When disabled, the Comparator0 output (if assigned to a Port I/O pin via the Crossbar) defaults to the logic 
low state, and its supply current falls to less than 100 nA. See Section “12.1. Priority Crossbar 
Decoder” on page 104 for details on configuring the Comparator0 output via the digital Crossbar. Com-
parator0 inputs can be externally driven from –0.25 to (VDD) + 0.25 V without damage or upset. The com-
plete electrical specifications for Comparator0 are given in Table 7.1.

The Comparator0 response time may be configured in software via the CP0MD1-0 bits in register 
CPT0MD (see SFR Definition 7.3). Selecting a longer response time reduces the amount of power con-
sumed by Comparator0. See Table 7.1 for complete timing and power consumption specifications.

Figure 7.2. Comparator Hysteresis Plot

The hysteresis of Comparator0 is software-programmable via its Comparator0 Control register (CPT0CN). 
The user can program both the amount of hysteresis voltage (referred to the input voltage) and the positive 
and negative-going symmetry of this hysteresis around the threshold voltage.

The Comparator0 hysteresis is programmed using Bits3–0 in the Comparator0 Control Register CPT0CN 
(shown in SFR Definition 7.1). The amount of negative hysteresis voltage is determined by the settings of 
the CP0HYN bits. As shown in Figure 7.2, settings of 20, 10 or 5 mV of negative hysteresis can be pro-
grammed, or negative hysteresis can be disabled. In a similar way, the amount of positive hysteresis is 
determined by the setting the CP0HYP bits.
52 Rev. 2.9





C8051F300/1/2/3/4/5
80 Rev. 2.9



C8051F300/1/2/3/4/5
NOTES:
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