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FPGA Array Architecture in Low Power Flash Devices
Routing Architecture
The routing structure of low power flash devices is designed to provide high performance through a
flexible four-level hierarchy of routing resources: ultra-fast local resources; efficient long-line resources;
high-speed, very-long-line resources; and the high-performance VersaNet networks.
The ultra-fast local resources are dedicated lines that allow the output of each VersaTile to connect
directly to every input of the eight surrounding VersaTiles (Figure 1-10). The exception to this is that the
SET/CLR input of a VersaTile configured as a D-flip-flop is driven only by the VersaTile global network.
The efficient long-line resources provide routing for longer distances and higher-fanout connections.
These resources vary in length (spanning one, two, or four VersaTiles), run both vertically and
horizontally, and cover the entire device (Figure 1-11 on page 19). Each VersaTile can drive signals onto
the efficient long-line resources, which can access every input of every VersaTile. Routing software
automatically inserts active buffers to limit loading effects.
The high-speed, very-long-line resources, which span the entire device with minimal delay, are used to
route very long or high-fanout nets: length ±12 VersaTiles in the vertical direction and length ±16 in the
horizontal direction from a given core VersaTile (Figure 1-12 on page 19). Very long lines in low power
flash devices have been enhanced over those in previous ProASIC families. This provides a significant
performance boost for long-reach signals.
The high-performance VersaNet global networks are low-skew, high-fanout nets that are accessible from
external pins or internal logic. These nets are typically used to distribute clocks, resets, and other high-
fanout nets requiring minimum skew. The VersaNet networks are implemented as clock trees, and
signals can be introduced at any junction. These can be employed hierarchically, with signals accessing
every input of every VersaTile. For more details on VersaNets, refer to the "Global Resources in Low
Power Flash Devices" section on page 31. 

Note: Input to the core cell for the D-flip-flop set and reset is only available via the VersaNet global
network connection.

Figure 1-10 • Ultra-Fast Local Lines Connected to the Eight Nearest Neighbors
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You can use the syn_global_buffers attribute in Synplify to specify a maximum number of global macros
to be inserted in the netlist. This can also be used to restrict the number of global buffers inserted. In the
Synplicity 8.1 version or newer, a new attribute, syn_global_minfanout, has been added for low power
flash devices. This enables you to promote only the high-fanout signal to global. However, be aware that
you can only have six signals assigned to chip global networks, and the rest of the global signals should
be assigned to quadrant global networks. So, if the netlist has 18 global macros, the remaining 12 global
macros should have fanout that allows the instances driven by these globals to be placed inside a
quadrant.

Global Promotion and Demotion Using PDC
The HDL source file or schematic is the preferred place for defining which signals should be assigned to
a clock network using clock macro instantiation. This method is preferred because it is guaranteed to be
honored by the synthesis tools and Designer software and stop any replication on this net by the
synthesis tool. Note that a signal with fanout may have logic replication if it is not promoted to global
during synthesis. In that case, the user cannot promote that signal to global using PDC. See Synplicity
Help for details on using this attribute. To help you with global management, Designer allows you to
promote a signal to a global network or demote a global macro to a regular macro from the user netlist
using the compile options and/or PDC commands. 
The following are the PDC constraints you can use to promote a signal to a global network:

1. PDC syntax to promote a regular net to a chip global clock:
assign_global_clock –net netname

The following will happen during promotion of a regular signal to a global network:
– If the net is external, the net will be driven by a CLKINT inserted automatically by Compile. 
– The I/O macro will not be changed to CLKBUF macros. 
– If the net is an internal net, the net will be driven by a CLKINT inserted automatically by

Compile.
2. PDC syntax to promote a net to a quadrant clock: 

assign_local_clock –net netname –type quadrant UR|UL|LR|LL

This follows the same rule as the chip global clock network.
The following PDC command demotes the clock nets to regular nets.
unassign_global_clock -net netname

Note: OAVDIVRST exists only in the Fusion PLL.
Figure 3-15 • PLLs in Low Power Flash Devices 
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During Layout, Designer will assign two of the signals to quadrant global locations.

Step 3 (optional)
You can also assign the QCLK1_c and QCLK2_c nets to quadrant regions using the following PDC
commands:
assign_local_clock –net QCLK1_c  –type quadrant UL
assign_local_clock –net QCLK2_c  –type quadrant LL

Step 4
Import this PDC with the netlist and run Compile again. You will see the following in the Compile report:
The following nets have been assigned to a global resource:
Fanout  Type          Name
--------------------------
1536    INT_NET       Net   : EN_ALL_c

Driver: EN_ALL_pad_CLKINT
Source: AUTO PROMOTED

1536    SET/RESET_NET Net   : ACLR_c
Driver: ACLR_pad_CLKINT
Source: AUTO PROMOTED

256     CLK_NET       Net   : QCLK3_c
Driver: QCLK3_pad_CLKINT
Source: AUTO PROMOTED

256     CLK_NET       Net   : $1N14
Driver: $1I5/Core
Source: ESSENTIAL

256     CLK_NET       Net   : $1N12
Driver: $1I6/Core
Source: ESSENTIAL

256     CLK_NET       Net   : $1N10
Driver: $1I6/Core
Source: ESSENTIAL

The following nets have been assigned to a quadrant clock resource using PDC:
Fanout  Type          Name
--------------------------
256     CLK_NET       Net   : QCLK1_c

Driver: QCLK1_pad_CLKINT
Region: quadrant_UL

256     CLK_NET       Net   : QCLK2_c
Driver: QCLK2_pad_CLKINT
Region: quadrant_LL

Step 5
Run Layout.

Global Management in PLL Design 
This section describes the legal global network connections to PLLs in the low power flash devices. For
detailed information on using PLLs, refer to "Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and
Mixed Signal FPGAs" section on page 61. Microsemi recommends that you use the dedicated global
pins to directly drive the reference clock input of the associated PLL for reduced propagation delays and
clock distortion. However, low power flash devices offer the flexibility to connect other signals to
reference clock inputs. Each PLL is associated with three global networks (Figure 3-5 on page 36). There
are some limitations, such as when trying to use the global and PLL at the same time:

• If you use a PLL with only primary output, you can still use the remaining two free global
networks.

• If you use three globals associated with a PLL location, you cannot use the PLL on that location.
• If the YB or YC output is used standalone, it will occupy one global, even though this signal does

not go to the global network.   
Revision 5 57



ProASIC3 nano FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
CCC Support in Microsemi’s Flash Devices
The flash FPGAs listed in Table 4-1 support the CCC feature and the functions described in this 
document.

IGLOO Terminology
In documentation, the terms IGLOO series and IGLOO devices refer to all of the IGLOO devices as listed 
in Table 4-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these exclusions 
will be explicitly stated. 

ProASIC3 Terminology
In documentation, the terms ProASIC3 series and ProASIC3 devices refer to all of the ProASIC3 devices 
as listed in Table 4-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these 
exclusions will be explicitly stated.
To further understand the differences between the IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices, refer to the Industry’s 
Lowest Power FPGAs Portfolio.

Table 4-1 • Flash-Based FPGAs

Series Family* Description

IGLOO IGLOO Ultra-low power 1.2 V to 1.5 V FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology

IGLOOe Higher density IGLOO FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards

IGLOO PLUS IGLOO FPGAs with enhanced I/O capabilities

IGLOO nano The industry’s lowest-power, smallest-size solution

ProASIC3 ProASIC3 Low power, high-performance 1.5 V FPGAs

ProASIC3E Higher density ProASIC3 FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards

ProASIC3 nano Lowest-cost solution with enhanced I/O capabilities

ProASIC3L ProASIC3 FPGAs supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V with Flash*Freeze technology

RT ProASIC3 Radiation-tolerant RT3PE600L and RT3PE3000L

Military ProASIC3/EL Military temperature A3PE600L, A3P1000, and A3PE3000L

Automotive ProASIC3 ProASIC3 FPGAs qualified for automotive applications 

Fusion Fusion Mixed signal FPGA integrating ProASIC3 FPGA fabric, programmable 
analog block, support for ARM® Cortex™-M1 soft processors, and flash 
memory into a monolithic device

Note: *The device names link to the appropriate datasheet, including product brief, DC and switching characteristics, 
and packaging information.
Revision 5 63

http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/LPFPGA_FS_PIB.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/LPFPGA_FS_PIB.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/Fusion_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/IGLOO_nano_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3_nano_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/IGLOO_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/IGLOOe_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/IGLOOPLUS_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3E_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3L_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3_Auto_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/Mil_PA3_EL_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/RTPA3_DS.pdf


ProASIC3 nano FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
difference will cause the VCO to increase its frequency until the output signal is phase-identical to the 
input after undergoing division. In other words, lock in both frequency and phase is achieved when the 
output frequency is M times the input. Thus, clock division in the feedback path results in multiplication at 
the output.
A similar argument can be made when the delay element is inserted into the feedback path. To achieve 
steady-state lock, the VCO output signal will be delayed by the input period less the feedback delay. For 
periodic signals, this is equivalent to time-advancing the output clock by the feedback delay. 
Another key parameter of a PLL system is the acquisition time. Acquisition time is the amount of time it 
takes for the PLL to achieve lock (i.e., phase-align the feedback signal with the input reference clock). 
For example, suppose there is no voltage applied to the VCO, allowing it to operate at its free-running 
frequency. Should an input reference clock suddenly appear, a lock would be established within the 
maximum acquisition time.

Functional Description
This section provides detailed descriptions of PLL block functionality: clock dividers and multipliers, clock 
delay adjustment, phase adjustment, and dynamic PLL configuration.

Clock Dividers and Multipliers
The PLL block contains five programmable dividers. Figure 4-20 shows a simplified PLL block. 

Figure 4-20 • PLL Block Diagram
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Phase Adjustment
The four phases available (0, 90, 180, 270) are phases with respect to VCO (PLL output). The 
VCO is divided to achieve the user's CCC required output frequency (GLA, YB/GLB, YC/GLC). The 
division happens after the selection of the VCO phase. The effective phase shift is actually the VCO 
phase shift divided by the output divider. This is why the visual CCC shows both the actual achievable 
phase and more importantly the actual delay that is equivalent to the phase shift that can be 
achieved.

Dynamic PLL Configuration
The CCCs can be configured both statically and dynamically.
In addition to the ports available in the Static CCC, the Dynamic CCC has the dynamic shift register 
signals that enable dynamic reconfiguration of the CCC. With the Dynamic CCC, the ports CLKB and 
CLKC are also exposed. All three clocks (CLKA, CLKB, and CLKC) can be configured independently.
The CCC block is fully configurable. The following two sources can act as the CCC configuration bits.

Flash Configuration Bits 
The flash configuration bits are the configuration bits associated with programmed flash switches. These 
bits are used when the CCC is in static configuration mode. Once the device is programmed, these bits 
cannot be modified. They provide the default operating state of the CCC.

Dynamic Shift Register Outputs
This source does not require core reprogramming and allows core-driven dynamic CCC reconfiguration. 
When the dynamic register drives the configuration bits, the user-defined core circuit takes full control 
over SDIN, SDOUT, SCLK, SSHIFT, and SUPDATE. The configuration bits can consequently be 
dynamically changed through shift and update operations in the serial register interface. Access to the 
logic core is accomplished via the dynamic bits in the specific tiles assigned to the PLLs. 
Figure 4-21 illustrates a simplified block diagram of the MUX architecture in the CCCs. 

The selection between the flash configuration bits and the bits from the configuration register is made 
using the MODE signal shown in Figure 4-21. If the MODE signal is logic HIGH, the dynamic shift 
register configuration bits are selected. There are 81 control bits to configure the different functions of the 
CCC.

Note: *For Fusion, bit <88:81> is also needed. 
Figure 4-21 • The CCC Configuration MUX Architecture
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• Use quadrant global region assignments by finding the clock net associated with the CCC macro 
under the Nets tab and creating a quadrant global region for the net, as shown in Figure 4-33. 

External I/O–Driven CCCs
The above-mentioned recommendation for proper layout techniques will ensure the correct assignment. 
It is possible that, especially with External I/O–Driven CCC macros, placement of the CCC macro in a 
desired location may not be achieved. For example, assigning an input port of an External I/O–Driven 
CCC near a particular CCC location does not guarantee global assignments to the desired location. This 
is because the clock inputs of External I/O–Driven CCCs can be assigned to any I/O location; therefore, 
it is possible that the CCC connected to the clock input will be routed to a location other than the one 
closest to the I/O location, depending on resource availability and placement constraints.

Clock Placer
The clock placer is a placement engine for low power flash devices that places global signals on the chip 
global and quadrant global networks. Based on the clock assignment constraints for the chip global and 
quadrant global clocks, it will try to satisfy all constraints, as well as creating quadrant clock regions when 
necessary. If the clock placer fails to create the quadrant clock regions for the global signals, it will report 
an error and stop Layout. 
The user must ensure that the constraints set to promote clock signals to quadrant global networks are 
valid.

Cascading CCCs
The CCCs in low power flash devices can be cascaded. Cascading CCCs can help achieve more 
accurate PLL output frequency results than those achievable with a single CCC. In addition, this 
technique is useful when the user application requires the output clock of the PLL to be a multiple of the 
reference clock by an integer greater than the maximum feedback divider value of the PLL (divide by 
128) to achieve the desired frequency.
For example, the user application may require a 280 MHz output clock using a 2 MHz input reference 
clock, as shown in Figure 4-34 on page 110. 

Figure 4-33 • Quadrant Clock Assignment for a Global Net
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Figure 4-37 shows the simulation results, where the first PLL’s output period is 3.9 ns (~256 MHz), and 
the stage 2 (final) output period is 3.56 ns (~280 MHz). 

Figure 4-36 • Second-Stage PLL Showing Input of 256 MHz from First Stage and Final Output of 280 MHz

Figure 4-37 • ModelSim Simulation Results
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Figure 5-7 • Accessing FlashROM Using FPGA Core

Figure 5-8 • Accessing FlashROM Using JTAG Port
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SRAM and FIFO Memories in Microsemi's Low Power Flash Devices
BLKA and BLKB
These signals are active-low and will enable the respective ports when asserted. When a BLKx signal is
deasserted, that port’s outputs hold the previous value.
Note: When using the SRAM in single-port mode for Automotive ProASIC3 devices, BLKB should

be tied to ground. 
WENA and WENB
These signals switch the RAM between read and write modes for the respective ports. A LOW on these
signals indicates a write operation, and a HIGH indicates a read.
Note: When using the SRAM in single-port mode for Automotive ProASIC3 devices, WENB should

be tied to ground.
CLKA and CLKB
These are the clock signals for the synchronous read and write operations. These can be driven
independently or with the same driver.
Note: For Automotive ProASIC3 devices, dual-port mode is supported if the clocks to the two

SRAM ports are the same and 180° out of phase (i.e., the port A clock is the inverse of the
port B clock). For use of this macro as a single-port SRAM, the inputs and clock of one port
should be tied off (grounded) to prevent errors during design compile.

PIPEA and PIPEB 
These signals are used to specify pipelined read on the output. A LOW on PIPEA or PIPEB indicates a
nonpipelined read, and the data appears on the corresponding output in the same clock cycle. A HIGH
indicates a pipelined read, and data appears on the corresponding output in the next clock cycle.
Note: When using the SRAM in single-port mode for Automotive ProASIC3 devices, PIPEB should

be tied to ground. For use in dual-port mode, the same clock with an inversion between the
two clock pins of the macro should be used in the design to prevent errors during compile.

WMODEA and WMODEB
These signals are used to configure the behavior of the output when the RAM is in write mode. A LOW
on these signals makes the output retain data from the previous read. A HIGH indicates pass-through
behavior, wherein the data being written will appear immediately on the output. This signal is overridden
when the RAM is being read.
Note: When using the SRAM in single-port mode for Automotive ProASIC3 devices, WMODEB

should be tied to ground.

RESET
This active-low signal resets the control logic, forces the output hold state registers to zero, disables
reads and writes from the SRAM block, and clears the data hold registers when asserted. It does not
reset the contents of the memory array.
While the RESET signal is active, read and write operations are disabled. As with any asynchronous
reset signal, care must be taken not to assert it too close to the edges of active read and write clocks. 

ADDRA and ADDRB
These are used as read or write addresses, and they are 12 bits wide. When a depth of less than 4 k is
specified, the unused high-order bits must be grounded (Table 6-3 on page 139).

Table 6-2 • Allowable Aspect Ratio Settings for WIDTHA[1:0]

WIDTHA[1:0] WIDTHB[1:0] D×W

00 00 4k×1

01 01 2k×2

10 10 1k×4

11 11 512×9

Note: The aspect ratio settings are constant and cannot be changed on the fly.
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Conclusion
Fusion, IGLOO, and ProASIC3 devices provide users with extremely flexible SRAM blocks for most
design needs, with the ability to choose between an easy-to-use dual-port memory or a wide-word two-
port memory. Used with the built-in FIFO controllers, these memory blocks also serve as highly efficient
FIFOs that do not consume user gates when implemented. The SmartGen core generator provides a fast
and easy way to configure these memory elements for use in designs.

List of Changes
The following table lists critical changes that were made in each revision of the chapter.

Date Changes Page

August 2012 The note connected with Figure 6-3 • Supported Basic RAM Macros, regarding
RAM4K9, was revised to explain that it applies only to part numbers of certain
revisions and earlier (SAR 29574).

136

July 2010 This chapter is no longer published separately with its own part number and
version but is now part of several FPGA fabric user’s guides.

N/A

v1.5
(December 2008)

IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices were added to Table 6-1 • Flash-Based
FPGAs.

134

IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices were added to Figure 6-8 • Interfacing
TAP Ports and SRAM Blocks.

148

v1.4
(October 2008)

The "SRAM/FIFO Support in Flash-Based Devices" section was revised to
include new families and make the information more concise.

134

The "SRAM and FIFO Architecture" section was modified to remove "IGLOO and
ProASIC3E" from the description of what the memory block includes, as this
statement applies to all memory blocks.

135

Wording in the "Clocking" section was revised to change "IGLOO and ProASIC3
devices support inversion" to "Low power flash devices support inversion." The
reference to IGLOO and ProASIC3 development tools in the last paragraph of the
section was changed to refer to development tools in general.

141

The "ESTOP and FSTOP Usage" section was updated to refer to FIFO counters
in devices in general rather than only IGLOO and ProASIC3E devices.

144

v1.3
(August 2008)

The note was removed from Figure 6-7 • RAM Block with Embedded FIFO
Controller and placed in the WCLK and RCLK description.

142

The "WCLK and RCLK" description was revised. 143

v1.2
(June 2008)

The following changes were made to the family descriptions in Table 6-1 • Flash-
Based FPGAs:
• ProASIC3L was updated to include 1.5 V. 
• The number of PLLs for ProASIC3E was changed from five to six.

134

v1.1
(March 2008)

The "Introduction" section was updated to include the IGLOO PLUS family. 131

The "Device Architecture" section was updated to state that 15 k gate devices do
not support SRAM and FIFO.

131

The first note in Figure 6-1 • IGLOO and ProASIC3 Device Architecture Overview
was updated to include mention of 15 k gate devices, and IGLOO PLUS was
added to the second note.

133
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v1.1
(continued)

Table 6-1 • Flash-Based FPGAs and associated text were updated to include the
IGLOO PLUS family. The "IGLOO Terminology" section and "ProASIC3
Terminology" section are new.

134

The text introducing Table 6-8 • Memory Availability per IGLOO and ProASIC3
Device was updated to replace "A3P030 and AGL030" with "15 k and 30 k gate
devices." Table 6-8 • Memory Availability per IGLOO and ProASIC3 Device was
updated to remove AGL400 and AGLE1500 and include IGLOO PLUS and
ProASIC3L devices. 

146

Date Changes Page
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I/O Software Support
In Microsemi's Libero software, default settings have been defined for the various I/O standards
supported. Changes can be made to the default settings via the use of attributes; however, not all I/O
attributes are applicable for all I/O standards. 

Table 7-15 • nano I/O Attributes vs. I/O Standard Applications

I/O Standard

SLEW
(output 
only)

OUT_DRIVE 
(output only) RES_PULL

OUT_LOAD 
(output only)

Schmitt 
Trigger Hold State

Combine 
Register

IGLOO 
nano

ProASIC
3 nano

LVTTL/
LVCMOS3.3

✓ ✓ (8) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

LVCMOS2.5 ✓ ✓ (8) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

LVCMOS1.8 ✓ ✓ (4) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

LVCMOS1.5 ✓ ✓ (2) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

LVCMOS1.2 ✓ ✓ (2) ✓ ✓ – ✓ ✓ ✓

Software
Defaults

HIGH Refer to 
numbers in 
parentheses 

in above cells.

None All 
Devices:

5 pF

10 pF or 
35 pF*

Off Off No

Note: *10 pF for A3PN010, A3PN015, and A3PN020; 35 pF for A3PN060, A3PN125, and A3PN250.
Revision 5 177



ProASIC3 nano FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
Board-Level Considerations
Low power flash devices have robust I/O features that can help in reducing board-level components. The
devices offer single-chip solutions, which makes the board layout simpler and more immune to signal
integrity issues. Although, in many cases, these devices resolve board-level issues, special attention
should always be given to overall signal integrity. This section covers important board-level
considerations to facilitate optimum device performance.

Termination
Proper termination of all signals is essential for good signal quality. Nonterminated signals, especially
clock signals, can cause malfunctioning of the device.
For general termination guidelines, refer to the Board-Level Considerations application note for
Microsemi FPGAs. Also refer to the "Pin Descriptions and Packaging" chapter of the appropriate device
datasheet for termination requirements for specific pins.
Low power flash I/Os are equipped with on-chip pull-up/-down resistors. The user can enable these
resistors by instantiating them either in the top level of the design (refer to the IGLOO, ProASIC3,
SmartFusion, and Fusion Macro Library Guide for the available I/O macros with pull-up/-down) or in the
I/O Attribute Editor in Designer if generic input or output buffers are instantiated in the top level. Unused
I/O pins are configured as inputs with pull-up resistors.
As mentioned earlier, low power flash devices have multiple programmable drive strengths, and the user
can eliminate unwanted overshoot and undershoot by adjusting the drive strengths.

Figure 7-12 • I/O Bank Architecture of AGLN250/A3PN250 Devices
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Generating Programming Files

Generation of the Programming File in a Trusted Environment—
Application 1
As discussed in the "Application 1: Trusted Environment" section on page 243, in a trusted environment,
the user can choose to program the device with plaintext bitstream content. It is possible to use plaintext
for programming even when the FlashLock Pass Key option has been selected. In this application, it is
not necessary to employ AES encryption protection. For AES encryption settings, refer to the next
sections.
The generated programming file will include the security setting (if selected) and the plaintext
programming file content for the FPGA array, FlashROM, and/or FBs. These options are indicated in
Table 11-2 and Table 11-3.

For this scenario, generate the programming file as follows:
1. Select the Silicon features to be programmed (Security Settings, FPGA Array, FlashROM,

Flash Memory Blocks), as shown in Figure 11-10 on page 248 and Figure 11-11 on page 248.
Click Next.
If Security Settings is selected (i.e., the FlashLock security Pass Key feature), an additional
dialog will be displayed to prompt you to select the security level setting. If no security setting is
selected, you will be directed to Step 3.

Table 11-2 • IGLOO and ProASIC3 Plaintext Security Options, No AES 

Security Protection FlashROM Only FPGA Core Only
Both FlashROM 

and FPGA
No AES / no FlashLock ✓ ✓ ✓

FlashLock only ✓ ✓ ✓

AES and FlashLock – – –

Table 11-3 • Fusion Plaintext Security Options
Security Protection FlashROM Only FPGA Core Only FB Core Only All
No AES / no FlashLock ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

FlashLock ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

AES and FlashLock – – – –

Note: For all instructions, the programming of Flash Blocks refers to Fusion only.
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14 – Microprocessor Programming of Microsemi’s 
Low Power Flash Devices

Introduction
The Fusion, IGLOO, and ProASIC3 families of flash FPGAs support in-system programming (ISP) with
the use of a microprocessor. Flash-based FPGAs store their configuration information in the actual cells
within the FPGA fabric. SRAM-based devices need an external configuration memory, and hybrid
nonvolatile devices store the configuration in a flash memory inside the same package as the SRAM
FPGA. Since the programming of a true flash FPGA is simpler, requiring only one stage, it makes sense
that programming with a microprocessor in-system should be simpler than with other SRAM FPGAs.
This reduces bill-of-materials costs and printed circuit board (PCB) area, and increases system reliability.
Nonvolatile flash technology also gives the low power flash devices the advantage of a secure, low
power, live-at-power-up, and single-chip solution. Low power flash devices are reprogrammable and offer
time-to-market benefits at an ASIC-level unit cost. These features enable engineers to create high-
density systems using existing ASIC or FPGA design flows and tools.
This document is an introduction to microprocessor programming only. To explain the difference between
the options available, user's guides for DirectC and STAPL provide more detail on implementing each
style.

Figure 14-1 • ISP Using Microprocessor 
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Boundary Scan Support in Low Power Devices 
The information in this document applies to all Fusion, IGLOO, and ProASIC3 devices. For IGLOO,
IGLOO PLUS, and ProASIC3L devices, the Flash*Freeze pin must be deasserted for successful
boundary scan operations. Devices cannot enter JTAG mode directly from Flash*Freeze mode. 

Boundary Scan Opcodes 
Low power flash devices support all mandatory IEEE 1149.1 instructions (EXTEST, SAMPLE/PRELOAD,
and BYPASS) and the optional IDCODE instruction (Table 15-2).

Boundary Scan Chain 
The serial pins are used to serially connect all the boundary scan register cells in a device into a
boundary scan register chain (Figure 15-2 on page 294), which starts at the TDI pin and ends at the TDO
pin. The parallel ports are connected to the internal core logic I/O tile and the input, output, and control
ports of an I/O buffer to capture and load data into the register to control or observe the logic state of
each I/O.
Each test section is accessed through the TAP, which has five associated pins: TCK (test clock input),
TDI, TDO (test data input and output), TMS (test mode selector), and TRST (test reset input). TMS, TDI,
and TRST are equipped with pull-up resistors to ensure proper operation when no input data is supplied
to them. These pins are dedicated for boundary scan test usage. Refer to the "JTAG Pins" section in the
"Pin Descriptions and Packaging" chapter of the appropriate device datasheet for pull-up/-down
recommendations for TCK and TRST pins. Pull-down recommendations are also given in Table 15-3 on
page 294

Table 15-2 • Boundary Scan Opcodes

Hex Opcode

EXTEST 00

HIGHZ 07

USERCODE 0E

SAMPLE/PRELOAD 01

IDCODE 0F

CLAMP 05

BYPASS FF
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UJTAG Port Usage
UIREG[7:0] hold the contents of the JTAG instruction register. The UIREG vector value is updated when
the TAP Controller state machine enters the Update_IR state. Instructions 16 to 127 are user-defined and
can be employed to encode multiple applications and commands within an application. Loading new
instructions into the UIREG vector requires users to send appropriate logic to TMS to put the TAP
Controller in a full IR cycle starting from the Select IR_Scan state and ending with the Update_IR state. 
UTDI, UTDO, and UDRCK are directly connected to the JTAG TDI, TDO, and TCK ports, respectively.
The TDI input can be used to provide either data (TAP Controller in the Shift_DR state) or the new
contents of the instruction register (TAP Controller in the Shift_IR state). 
UDRSH, UDRUPD, and UDRCAP are HIGH when the TAP Controller state machine is in the Shift_DR,
Update_DR, and Capture_DR states, respectively. Therefore, they act as flags to indicate the stages of
the data shift process. These flags are useful for applications in which blocks of data are shifted into the
design from JTAG pins. For example, an active UDRSH can indicate that UTDI contains the data
bitstream, and UDRUPD is a candidate for the end-of-data-stream flag. 
As mentioned earlier, users should not connect the TDI, TDO, TCK, TMS, and TRST ports of the UJTAG
macro to any port or net of the design netlist. The Designer software will automatically handle the port
connection. 

Figure 16-4 • TAP Controller State Diagram
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The following devices and families do not support cold-sparing:
• IGLOO: AGL060, AGL125, AGL250, AGL600, AGL1000
• ProASIC3: A3P060, A3P125, A3P250, A3P400, A3P600, A3P1000
• ProASIC3L: A3P250L, A3P600L, A3P1000L
• Military ProASIC3: A3P1000

Hot-Swapping
Hot-swapping is the operation of hot insertion or hot removal of a card in a powered-up system. The I/Os 
need to be configured in hot-insertion mode if hot-swapping compliance is required. For more details on 
the levels of hot-swap compatibility in low power flash devices, refer to the "Hot-Swap Support" section in 
the I/O Structures chapter of the user’s guide for the device you are using.
The following devices and families support hot-swapping:

• IGLOO: AGL015 and AGL030
• All IGLOO nano
• All IGLOO PLUS
• All IGLOOe
• ProASIC3L: A3PE3000L
• ProASIC3: A3P015 and A3P030
• All ProASIC3 nano
• All ProASIC3E
• Military ProASIC3EL: A3PE600L and A3PE3000L
• RT ProASIC3: RT3PE600L and RT3PE3000L

The following devices and families do not support hot-swapping:
• IGLOO: AGL060, AGL125, AGL250, AGL400, AGL600, AGL1000
• ProASIC3: A3P060, A3P125, A3P250, A3P400, A3P600, A3P1000
• ProASIC3L: A3P250L, A3P600L, A3P1000L
• Military ProASIC3: A3P1000

Conclusion
Microsemi's low power flash FPGAs provide an excellent programmable logic solution for a broad range 
of applications. In addition to high performance, low cost, security, nonvolatility, and single chip, they are 
live at power-up (meet Level 0 of the LAPU classification) and offer clear and easy-to-use power-up/-
down characteristics. Unlike SRAM FPGAs, low power flash devices do not require any specific power-
up/-down sequencing and have extremely low power-up inrush current in any power-up sequence. 
Microsemi low power flash FPGAs also support both cold-sparing and hot-swapping for applications 
requiring these capabilities.
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