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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Total RAM Bits 36864

Number of I/O 68

Number of Gates 250000

Voltage - Supply 1.425V ~ 1.575V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature -20°C ~ 85°C (TJ)

Package / Case 100-TQFP
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Global Resources in Low Power Flash Devices
Table 3-2 • Chip Global Pin Name

I/O Type Beginning of I/O Name Notes

Single-Ended GFAO/IOuxwByVz
GFA1/IOuxwByVz
GFA2/IOuxwByVz

Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
global at a time. 

GFBO/IOuxwByVz
GFB1/IOuxwByVz
GFB2/IOuxwByVz

Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
global at a time. 

GFC0/IOuxwByVz
GFC1/IOuxwByVz
GFC2/IOuxwByVz

Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
global at a time. 

GCAO/IOuxwByVz
GCA1/IOuxwByVz
GCA2/IOuxwByVz

Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
global at a time.

GCBO/IOuxwByVz
GCB1/IOuxwByVz
GCB2/IOuxwByVz

Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
global at a time.

GCC0/IOuxwByVz
GCC1/IOuxwByVz
GCC2/IOuxwByVz

Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a chip
global at a time.

Differential I/O Pairs GFAO/IOuxwByVz
GFA1/IOuxwByVz

The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.

GFBO/IOuxwByVz
GFB1/IOuxwByVz

The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.

GFCO/IOuxwByVz
GFC1/IOuxwByVz

The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.

GCAO/IOuxwByVz
GCA1/IOuxwByVz

The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.

GCBO/IOuxwByVz
GCB1/IOuxwByVz

The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.

GCCO/IOuxwByVz
GCC1/IOuxwByVz

The output of the different pair will drive the chip global.

Note: Only one of the I/Os can be directly connected to a quadrant at a time.
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In-System Programming (ISP) of Microsemi�s Low Power Flash Devices Using FlashPro4/3/3X
IEEE 1532 (JTAG) Interface 
The supported industry-standard IEEE 1532 programming interface builds on the IEEE 1149.1 (JTAG)
standard. IEEE 1532 defines the standardized process and methodology for ISP. Both silicon and
software issues are addressed in IEEE 1532 to create a simplified ISP environment. Any IEEE 1532
compliant programmer can be used to program low power flash devices. Device serialization is not
supported when using the IEEE1532 standard. Refer to the standard for detailed information about IEEE
1532.

Security
Unlike SRAM-based FPGAs that require loading at power-up from an external source such as a
microcontroller or boot PROM, Microsemi nonvolatile devices are live at power-up, and there is no
bitstream required to load the device when power is applied. The unique flash-based architecture
prevents reverse engineering of the programmed code on the device, because the programmed data is
stored in nonvolatile memory cells. Each nonvolatile memory cell is made up of small capacitors and any
physical deconstruction of the device will disrupt stored electrical charges.
Each low power flash device has a built-in 128-bit Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) decryption core,
except for the 30 k gate devices and smaller. Any FPGA core or FlashROM content loaded into the
device can optionally be sent as encrypted bitstream and decrypted as it is loaded. This is particularly
suitable for applications where device updates must be transmitted over an unsecured network such as
the Internet. The embedded AES decryption core can prevent sensitive data from being intercepted
(Figure 12-1 on page 265). A single 128-bit AES Key (32 hex characters) is used to encrypt FPGA core
programming data and/or FlashROM programming data in the Microsemi tools. The low power flash
devices also decrypt with a single 128-bit AES Key. In addition, low power flash devices support a
Message Authentication Code (MAC) for authentication of the encrypted bitstream on-chip. This allows
the encrypted bitstream to be authenticated and prevents erroneous data from being programmed into
the device. The FPGA core, FlashROM, and Flash Memory Blocks (FBs), in Fusion only, can be updated
independently using a programming file that is AES-encrypted (cipher text) or uses plain text.
264 Revis ion 5







Power-Up/-Down Behavior of Low Power Flash Devices
Power-Up to Functional Time
At power-up, device I/Os exit the tristate mode and become functional once the last voltage supply in the 
power-up sequence (VCCI or VCC) reaches its functional activation level. The power-up�to�functional 
time is the time it takes for the last supply to power up from zero to its functional level. Note that the 
functional level of the power supply during power-up may vary slightly within the specification at different 
ramp-rates. Refer to Table 17-2 for the functional level of the voltage supplies at power-up. 
Typical I/O behavior during power-up�to �functional time is illustrated in Figure 17-2 on page 311 and 
Figure 17-3. 

Microsemi�s low power flash devices meet Level 0 LAPU; that is, they can be functional prior to VCC 
reaching the regulated voltage required. This important advantage distinguishes low power flash devices 
from their SRAM-based counterparts. SRAM-based FPGAs, due to their volatile technology, require 
hundreds of milliseconds after power-up to configure the design bitstream before they become 
functional. Refer to Figure 17-4 on page 313 and Figure 17-5 on page 314 for more information.  

Figure 17-3 � I/O State when VCCI Is Powered before VCC 

Table 17-2 � Power-Up Functional Activa tion Levels for VCC and VCCI

Device
VCC Functional 

Activation Level (V)
VCCI Functional 

Activation Level (V)

ProASIC3, ProASIC3 nano, IGLOO, IGLOO nano, 
IGLOO PLUS, and ProASIC3L devices running at 
VCC = 1.5 V*

0.85 V – 0.25 V 0.9 V – 0.3 V

IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, and 
ProASIC3L devices running at VCC = 1.2 V*

0.85 V – 0.2 V 0.9 V – 0.15 V

Note: *V5 devices will require a 1.5 V VCC supply, whereas V2 devices can utilize either a 1.2 V or 1.5 V 
VCC.
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Boundary Scan in Low Power Flash Devices
List of Changes
The following table lists critical changes that were made in each revision of the chapter.

Date Changes Page

August 2012 In the "Boundary Scan Chain" section, the reference made to the datasheet for
pull-up/-down recommendations was changed to mention TCK and TRST pins
rather than TDO and TCK pins. TDO is an output, so no pull resistor is needed
(SAR 35937).

293

The "Advanced Boundary Scan Register Settings" section is new (SAR 38432). 295

July 2010 This chapter is no longer published separately with its own part number and version
but is now part of several FPGA fabric user’s guides.

N/A

Table 15-3 • TRST and TCK Pull-Down Recommendations was revised to add
VJTAG at 1.2 V.

294

v1.4
(December 2008)

IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices were added to Table 15-1 • Flash-Based
FPGAs.

292

v1.3
(October 2008)

The "Boundary Scan Support in Low Power Devices" section was revised to include
new families and make the information more concise.

293

v1.2
(June 2008)

The following changes were made to the family descriptions in Table 15-1 • Flash-
Based FPGAs:
• ProASIC3L was updated to include 1.5 V. 
• The number of PLLs for ProASIC3E was changed from five to six.

292

v1.1
(March 2008)

The chapter was updated to include the IGLOO PLUS family and information
regarding 15 k gate devices.

N/A

The "IGLOO Terminology" section and "ProASIC3 Terminology" section are new. 292
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Summary of Changes
Revision 1
(continued)

"In-System Programming (ISP) of Microsemi’s Low Power Flash Devices Using
FlashPro4/3/3X" was revised.

273

"Core Voltage Switching Circuit for IGLOO and ProASIC3L In-System
Programming" was revised.

281

"Boundary Scan in Low Power Flash Devices" was revised. 296

Revision 0
(April 2010)

The ProASIC3 nano Low Power Flash FPGAs Handbook was divided into two
parts to create the ProASIC3 nano Datasheet ProASIC3 nano Device Family
User’s Guide. 

N/A

Revision
(month/year) Chapter Affected

List of Changes
(page number)
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