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Table 6.  Timer SFRs

Mnemonic Add Name 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

TCON 88h Timer/Counter 0 and 1 Control TF1 TR1 TF0 TR0 IE1 IT1 IE0 IT0

TMOD 89h Timer/Counter 0 and 1 Modes GATE1 C/T1# M11 M01 GATE0 C/T0# M10 M00

TL0 8Ah Timer/Counter 0 Low Byte

TH0 8Ch Timer/Counter 0 High Byte

TL1 8Bh Timer/Counter 1 Low Byte

TH1 8Dh Timer/Counter 1 High Byte

WDTRST A6h Watchdog Timer Reset

WDTPRG A7h Watchdog Timer Program - - - - - WTO2 WTO1 WTO0

T2CON C8h Timer/Counter 2 control TF2 EXF2 RCLK TCLK EXEN2 TR2 C/T2# CP/RL2#

T2MOD C9h Timer/Counter 2 Mode - - - - - - T2OE DCEN

RCAP2H CBh
Timer/Counter 2 Reload/Capture 
High Byte

RCAP2L CAh
Timer/Counter 2 Reload/Capture 
Low Byte

TH2 CDh Timer/Counter 2 High Byte

TL2 CCh Timer/Counter 2 Low Byte

Table 7.  PCA SFRs
Mnemo-
nic Add Name 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

CCON D8h PCA Timer/Counter Control CF CR - CCF4 CCF3 CCF2 CCF1 CCF0

CMOD D9h PCA Timer/Counter Mode CIDL WDTE - - - CPS1 CPS0 ECF

CL E9h PCA Timer/Counter Low Byte

CH F9h PCA Timer/Counter High Byte

CCAPM0

CCAPM1

CCAPM2

CCAPM3

CCAPM4

DAh

DBh

DCh

DDh

DEh

PCA Timer/Counter Mode 0

PCA Timer/Counter Mode 1

PCA Timer/Counter Mode 2

PCA Timer/Counter Mode 3

PCA Timer/Counter Mode 4

-

ECOM0

ECOM1

ECOM2

ECOM3

ECOM4

CAPP0

CAPP1

CAPP2

CAPP3

CAPP4

CAPN0

CAPN1

CAPN2

CAPN3

CAPN4

MAT0

MAT1

MAT2

MAT3

MAT4

TOG0

TOG1

TOG2

TOG3

TOG4

PWM0

PWM1

PWM2

PWM3

PWM4

ECCF0

ECCF1

ECCF2

ECCF3

ECCF4

CCAP0H

CCAP1H

CCAP2H

CCAP3H

CCAP4H

FAh

FBh

FCh

FDh

FEh

PCA Compare Capture Module 0 H

PCA Compare Capture Module 1 H

PCA Compare Capture Module 2 H

PCA Compare Capture Module 3 H

PCA Compare Capture Module 4 H

CCAP0H7

CCAP1H7

CCAP2H7

CCAP3H7

CCAP4H7

CCAP0H6

CCAP1H6

CCAP2H6

CCAP3H6

CCAP4H6

CCAP0H5

CCAP1H5

CCAP2H5

CCAP3H5

CCAP4H5

CCAP0H4

CCAP1H4

CCAP2H4

CCAP3H4

CCAP4H4

CCAP0H3

CCAP1H3

CCAP2H3

CCAP3H3

CCAP4H3

CCAP0H2

CCAP1H2

CCAP2H2

CCAP3H2

CCAP4H2

CCAP0H1

CCAP1H1

CCAP2H1

CCAP3H1

CCAP4H1

CCAP0H0

CCAP1H0

CCAP2H0

CCAP3H0

CCAP4H0

CCAP0L

CCAP1L

CCAP2L

CCAP3L

CCAP4L

EAh

EBh

ECh

EDh

EEh

PCA Compare Capture Module 0 L

PCA Compare Capture Module 1 L

PCA Compare Capture Module 2 L

PCA Compare Capture Module 3 L

PCA Compare Capture Module 4 L

CCAP0L7

CCAP1L7

CCAP2L7

CCAP3L7

CCAP4L7

CCAP0L6

CCAP1L6

CCAP2L6

CCAP3L6

CCAP4L6

CCAP0L5

CCAP1L5

CCAP2L5

CCAP3L5

CCAP4L5

CCAP0L4

CCAP1L4

CCAP2L4

CCAP3L4

CCAP4L4

CCAP0L3

CCAP1L3

CCAP2L3

CCAP3L3

CCAP4L3

CCAP0L2

CCAP1L2

CCAP2L2

CCAP3L2

CCAP4L2

CCAP0L1

CCAP1L1

CCAP2L1

CCAP3L1

CCAP4L1

CCAP0L0

CCAP1L0

CCAP2L0

CCAP3L0

CCAP4L0
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Table 15.  CKCON0 Register

CKCON0 - Clock Control Register (8Fh)

Reset Value = 0000 000’HSB. X2’b (see Table 65 “Hardware Security Byte”)
Not bit addressable

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

- WDX2 PCAX2 SIX2 T2X2 T1X2 T0X2 X2

Bit 

Number

Bit     

Mnemonic Description

7 Reserved

6 WDX2

Watchdog Clock 

(This control bit is validated when the CPU clock X2 is set; when X2 is low, this bit 
has no effect).
Cleared to select 6 clock periods per peripheral clock cycle. 

Set to select 12 clock periods per peripheral clock cycle. 

5 PCAX2

Programmable Counter Array Clock 

(This control bit is validated when the CPU clock X2 is set; when X2 is low, this bit 
has no effect).
Cleared to select 6 clock periods per peripheral clock cycle. Set to select 12 clock 
periods per peripheral clock cycle. 

4 SIX2

Enhanced UART Clock (Mode 0 and 2) 

(This control bit is validated when the CPU clock X2 is set; when X2 is low, this bit 
has no effect).
Cleared to select 6 clock periods per peripheral clock cycle. Set to select 12 clock 
periods per peripheral clock cycle. 

3 T2X2

Timer 2 Clock 

(This control bit is validated when the CPU clock X2 is set; when X2 is low, this bit 
has no effect).
Cleared to select 6 clock periods per peripheral clock cycle.

Set to select 12 clock periods per peripheral clock cycle. 

2 T1X2

Timer 1 Clock 

(This control bit is validated when the CPU clock X2 is set; when X2 is low, this bit 
has no effect).
Cleared to select 6 clock periods per peripheral clock cycle. Set to select 12 clock 
periods per peripheral clock cycle.

1 T0X2

Timer0 Clock

(This control bit is validated when the CPU clock X2 is set; when X2 is low, this bit 
has no effect).
Cleared to select 6 clock periods per peripheral clock cycle. Set to select 12 clock 
periods per peripheral clock cycle.

0 X2

CPU Clock 

Cleared to select 12 clock periods per machine cycle (STD, X1 mode) for CPU 
and all the peripherals. Set to select 6 clock periods per machine cycle (X2 
mode) and to enable the individual peripherals’X2’ bits. Programmed by 
hardware after Power-up regarding Hardware Security Byte (HSB), Default 
setting, X2 is cleared.
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Table 17.  AUXR1 register

AUXR1- Auxiliary Register 1(0A2h)

Reset Value =   XXXX XX0X0b

Not bit addressable

Note: 1. Bit 2 stuck at 0; this allows using INC AUXR1 to toggle DPS without changing GF3.

ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE 

; Block move using dual data pointers 
; Modifies DPTR0, DPTR1, A and PSW 
; note:  DPS exits opposite of entry state 
; unless an extra INC AUXR1 is added 
; 
00A2  AUXR1 EQU 0A2H 
; 
0000 909000MOV DPTR,#SOURCE ; address of SOURCE 
0003 05A2 INC AUXR1 ; switch data pointers 
0005 90A000 MOV DPTR,#DEST ; address of DEST 
0008 LOOP:  
0008 05A2 INC AUXR1 ; switch data pointers 
000A E0 MOVX A,@DPTR ; get a Byte from SOURCE 
000B A3 INC DPTR ; increment SOURCE address 
000C 05A2 INC AUXR1 ; switch data pointers 
000E F0 MOVX @DPTR,A ; write the Byte to DEST 
000F A3 INC DPTR ; increment DEST address 
0010 70F6JNZ LOOP ; check for 0 terminator 
0012 05A2 INC AUXR1 ; (optional) restore DPS 

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

- - ENBOOT - GF3 0 - DPS

Bit 

Number

Bit     

Mnemonic Description

7 -
Reserved
The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit. 

6 -
Reserved
The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit. 

5 ENBOOT
Enable Boot Flash
Cleared to disable boot ROM. 

Set to map the boot ROM between F800h - 0FFFFh. 

4 -
Reserved
The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit. 

3 GF3 This bit is a general-purpose user flag.(1)

2 0 Always Cleared 

1 -
Reserved
The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit. 

0 DPS
Data Pointer Selection
Cleared to select DPTR0.
Set to select DPTR1.



22 AT89C51RB2/RC2
4180E–8051–10/06

INC is a short (2 Bytes) and fast (12 clocks) way to manipulate the DPS bit in the
AUXR1 SFR. However, note that the INC instruction does not directly force the DPS bit
to a particular state, but simply toggles it. In simple routines, such as the block move
example, only the fact that DPS is toggled in the proper sequence matters, not its actual
value. In other words, the block move routine works the same whether DPS is '0' or '1'
on entry. Observe that without the last instruction (INC AUXR1), the routine will exit with
DPS in the opposite state. 
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Figure 10.  Clock-Out Mode C/T2 = 0
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High-speed Output Mode In this mode the CEX output (on port 1) associated with the PCA module will toggle
each time a match occurs between the PCA counter and the modules capture registers.
To activate this mode the TOG, MAT, and ECOM bits in the modules CCAPMn SFR
must be set (see Figure 15). 

A prior write must be done to CCAPnL and CCAPnH before writing the ECOMn bit. 

Figure 15.  PCA High-speed Output Mode

Before enabling ECOM bit, CCAPnL and CCAPnH should be set with a non-zero value,
otherwise an unwanted match could occur. 

Once ECOM is set, writing CCAPnL will clear ECOM so that an unwanted match doesn’t
occur while modifying the compare value. Writing to CCAPnH will set ECOM. For this
reason, user software should write CCAPnL first, and then CCAPnH. Of course, the
ECOM bit can still be controlled by accessing to CCAPMn register. 

CH CL

CCAPnH CCAPnL

ECOMn
CCAPMn, n = 0 to 4

0xDA to 0xDE
CAPNn MATn TOGn PWMn ECCFnCAPPn

16-bit Comparator
Match

CF CR
CCON

0xD8CCF4 CCF3 CCF2 CCF1 CCF0

PCA IT

Enable

CEXn

PCA Counter/Timer

Write to
CCAPnH

Reset
Write to
CCAPnL

1 0
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Pulse Width Modulator 
Mode

All of the PCA Modules can be used as PWM outputs. Figure 16 shows the PWM func-
tion. The frequency of the output depends on the source for the PCA timer. All of the
Modules will have the same frequency of output because they all share the PCA timer.
The duty cycle of each Module is independently variable using the module's capture
register CCAPLn. When the value of the PCA CL SFR is less than the value in the mod-
ule's CCAPLn SFR the output will be low, when it is equal to or greater than the output
will be high. When CL overflows from FF to 00, CCAPLn is reloaded with the value in
CCAPHn. This allows updating the PWM without glitches. The PWM and ECOM bits in
the module's CCAPMn register must be set to enable the PWM mode. 

Figure 16.  PCA PWM Mode

PCA Watchdog Timer An on-board watchdog timer is available with the PCA to improve the reliability of the
system without increasing chip count. Watchdog timers are useful for systems that are
susceptible to noise, power glitches, or electrostatic discharge. Module 4 is the only
PCA Module that can be programmed as a watchdog. However, this Module can still be
used for other modes if the watchdog is not needed. Figure 14 shows a diagram of how
the watchdog works. The user pre-loads a 16-bit value in the compare registers. Just
like the other compare modes, this 16-bit value is compared to the PCA timer value. If a
match is allowed to occur, an internal reset will be generated. This will not cause the
RST pin to be driven high. 

In order to hold off the reset, the user has the following three options:  

1. Periodically change the compare value so it will never match the PCA timer.

2. Periodically change the PCA timer value so it will never match the compare 
values.

3. Disable the watchdog by clearing the WDTE bit before a match occurs and then 
re-enable it. 

The first two options are more reliable because the watchdog timer is never disabled as
in option #3. If the program counter ever goes astray, a match will eventually occur and
cause an internal reset. The second option is also not recommended if other PCA Mod-
ules are being used. Remember, the PCA timer is the time base for all modules;

CL
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ECOMn CCAPMn, n = 0 to 4
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8-bit Comparator
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The SADEN byte is selected so that each slave may be addressed separately. 
For slave A, bit 0 (the LSB) is a don’t-care bit; for slaves B and C, bit 0 is a 1.To commu-
nicate with slave A only, the master must send an address where bit 0 is clear (e. g.
1111 0000b). 
For slave A, bit 1 is a 1; for slaves B and C, bit 1 is a don’t care bit. To communicate with
slaves B and C, but not slave A, the master must send an address with bits 0 and 1 both
set (e. g. 1111 0011b). 
To communicate with slaves A, B and C, the master must send an address with bit 0 set,
bit 1 clear, and bit 2 clear (e. g. 1111 0001b). 

 Broadcast Address A broadcast address is formed from the logical OR of the SADDR and SADEN registers
with zeros defined as don’t-care bits, e. g. :

SADDR0101 0110b
SADEN1111 1100b

Broadcast =SADDR OR SADEN1111 111Xb

The use of don’t-care bits provides flexibility in defining the broadcast address, however
in most applications, a broadcast address is FFh. The following is an example of using
broadcast addresses:

Slave A:SADDR1111 0001b
SADEN1111 1010b

Broadcast1111 1X11b,

Slave B:SADDR1111 0011b
SADEN1111 1001b

Broadcast1111 1X11B,

Slave C:SADDR=1111 0011b
SADEN1111 1101b

Broadcast1111 1111b

For slaves A and B, bit 2 is a don’t care bit; for slave C, bit 2 is set. To communicate with
all of the slaves, the master must send an address FFh. To communicate with slaves A
and B, but not slave C, the master can send and address FBh. 

 Reset Addresses On reset, the SADDR and SADEN registers are initialized to 00h, i. e. the given and
broadcast addresses are XXXX XXXXb (all don’t-care bits). This ensures that the serial
port will reply to any address, and so, that it is backwards compatible with the 80C51
microcontrollers that do not support automatic address recognition. 



47

AT89C51RB2/RC2

4180E–8051–10/06

Registers Table 30.  SADEN Register

SADEN - Slave Address Mask Register (B9h)

Reset Value = 0000 0000b
Not bit addressable

Table 31.  SADDR Register

SADDR - Slave Address Register (A9h)

Reset Value = 0000 0000b
Not bit addressable

Baud Rate Selection for 
UART for Mode 1 and 3

The Baud Rate Generator for transmit and receive clocks can be selected separately via
the T2CON and BDRCON registers. 

Figure 20.  Baud Rate Selection

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

RCLK

/ 16

RBCKINT_BRG

0

1

TIMER1

0

1

0

1
TIMER2

INT_BRG

TIMER1

TIMER2

TIMER_BRG_RX

Rx Clock

/ 16
0

1

TIMER_BRG_TX

Tx Clock

TBCK

TCLK
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Table 42.  BDRCON Register

BDRCON - Baud Rate Control Register (9Bh)

Reset Value = XXX0 0000b
Not bit addressablef

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

- - - BRR TBCK RBCK SPD SRC

Bit        
Number

Bit        
Mnemonic Description

7 -
Reserved
The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit

6 -
Reserved
The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit

5 -
Reserved
The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit. 

4 BRR
Baud Rate Run Control bit
Cleared to stop the internal Baud Rate Generator. 
Set to start the internal Baud Rate Generator. 

3 TBCK
Transmission Baud rate Generator Selection bit for UART
Cleared to select Timer 1 or Timer 2 for the Baud Rate Generator. 
Set to select internal Baud Rate Generator. 

2 RBCK
Reception Baud Rate Generator Selection bit for UART
Cleared to select Timer 1 or Timer 2 for the Baud Rate Generator. 
Set to select internal Baud Rate Generator. 

1 SPD
Baud Rate Speed Control bit for UART
Cleared to select the SLOW Baud Rate Generator. 
Set to select the FAST Baud Rate Generator. 

0 SRC

Baud Rate Source select bit in Mode 0 for UART 

Cleared to select FOSC/12 as the Baud Rate Generator (FCLK PERIPH/6 in X2 
mode). 
Set to select the internal Baud Rate Generator for UARTs in mode 0.
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Interrupt System The AT89C51RB2/RC2 has a total of 9 interrupt vectors:  two external interrupts (INT0
and INT1), three timer interrupts (timers 0, 1 and 2), the serial port interrupt, SPI inter-
rupt, Keyboard interrupt and the PCA global interrupt. These interrupts are shown in
Figure 22.

Figure 22.  Interrupt Control System

Each of the interrupt sources can be individually enabled or disabled by setting or clear-
ing a bit in the Interrupt Enable register (Table 45 and Table 47). This register also
contains a global disable bit, which must be cleared to disable all interrupts at once. 

Each interrupt source can also be individually programmed to one out of four priority lev-
els by setting or clearing a bit in the Interrupt Priority register (Table 48) and in the
Interrupt Priority High register (Table 46 and Table 47) shows the bit values and priority
levels associated with each combination. 
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Registers Table 51.  KBF Register

KBF - Keyboard Flag Register (9Eh)

Reset Value = 0000 0000b

This register is read only access, all flags are automatically cleared by reading the
register.

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

KBF7 KBF6 KBF5 KBF4 KBF3 KBF2 KBF1 KBF0

Bit 
Number

Bit 
Mnemonic Description

7 KBF7

Keyboard Line 7 Flag
Set by hardware when the Port line 7 detects a programmed level. It generates a 
Keyboard interrupt request if the KBKBIE. 7 bit in KBIE register is set. 
Must be cleared by software. 

6 KBF6

Keyboard Line 6 Flag 
Set by hardware when the Port line 6 detects a programmed level. It generates a 
Keyboard interrupt request if the KBIE. 6 bit in KBIE register is set. 
Must be cleared by software. 

5 KBF5

Keyboard Line 5 Flag 
Set by hardware when the Port line 5 detects a programmed level. It generates a 
Keyboard interrupt request if the KBIE. 5 bit in KBIE register is set. 
Must be cleared by software. 

4 KBF4

Keyboard Line 4 Flag 
Set by hardware when the Port line 4 detects a programmed level. It generates a 
Keyboard interrupt request if the KBIE. 4 bit in KBIE register is set. 
Must be cleared by software. 

3 KBF3

Keyboard Line 3 Flag
Set by hardware when the Port line 3 detects a programmed level. It generates a 
Keyboard interrupt request if the KBIE. 3 bit in KBIE register is set. 
Must be cleared by software. 

2 KBF2

Keyboard Line 2 Flag
Set by hardware when the Port line 2 detects a programmed level. It generates a 
Keyboard interrupt request if the KBIE. 2 bit in KBIE register is set. 
Must be cleared by software. 

1 KBF1

Keyboard Line 1 Flag 
Set by hardware when the Port line 1 detects a programmed level. It generates a 
Keyboard interrupt request if the KBIE. 1 bit in KBIE register is set. 
Must be cleared by software. 

0 KBF0

Keyboard Line 0 Flag 
Set by hardware when the Port line 0 detects a programmed level. It generates a 
Keyboard interrupt request if the KBIE. 0 bit in KBIE register is set. 
Must be cleared by software. 
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Functional Description Figure 26 shows a detailed structure of the SPI Module. 

Figure 26.  SPI Module Block Diagram

Operating Modes The Serial Peripheral Interface can be configured in one of the two modes:  Master
mode or Slave mode. The configuration and initialization of the SPI Module is made
through one register:

• The Serial Peripheral Control register (SPCON)

Once the SPI is configured, the data exchange is made using:

• SPCON

• The Serial Peripheral STAtus register (SPSTA)

• The Serial Peripheral DATa register (SPDAT)

During an SPI transmission, data is simultaneously transmitted (shifted out serially) and
received (shifted in serially). A serial clock line (SCK) synchronizes shifting and sam-
pling on the two serial data lines (MOSI and MISO). A Slave Select line (SS) allows
individual selection of a Slave SPI device; Slave devices that are not selected do not
interfere with SPI bus activities. 

When the Master device transmits data to the Slave device via the MOSI line, the Slave
device responds by sending data to the Master device via the MISO line. This implies
full-duplex transmission with both data out and data in synchronized with the same clock
(Figure 27). 
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Error Conditions The following flags in the SPSTA signal SPI error conditions:

Mode Fault (MODF) Mode Fault error in Master mode SPI indicates that the level on the Slave Select (SS)
pin is inconsistent with the actual mode of the device. MODF is set to warn that there
may be a multi-master conflict for system control. In this case, the SPI system is
affected in the following ways:  

• An SPI receiver/error CPU interrupt request is generated

• The SPEN bit in SPCON is cleared. This disables the SPI

• The MSTR bit in SPCON is cleared

When SS Disable (SSDIS) bit in the SPCON register is cleared, the MODF flag is set
when the SS signal becomes ’0’. 

However, as stated before, for a system with one Master, if the SS pin of the Master
device is pulled low, there is no way that another Master attempts to drive the network.
In this case, to prevent the MODF flag from being set, software can set the SSDIS bit in
the SPCON register and therefore making the SS pin as a general-purpose I/O pin. 

Clearing the MODF bit is accomplished by a read of SPSTA register with MODF bit set,
followed by a write to the SPCON register. SPEN Control bit may be restored to its orig-
inal set state after the MODF bit has been cleared. 

Write Collision (WCOL) A Write Collision (WCOL) flag in the SPSTA is set when a write to the SPDAT register is
done during a transmit sequence. 

WCOL does not cause an interruption, and the transfer continues uninterrupted. 

Clearing the WCOL bit is done through a software sequence of an access to SPSTA
and an access to SPDAT. 

Overrun Condition An overrun condition occurs when the Master device tries to send several data Bytes
and the Slave devise has not cleared the SPIF bit issuing from the previous data Byte
transmitted. In this case, the receiver buffer contains the Byte sent after the SPIF bit was
last cleared. A read of the SPDAT returns this Byte. All others Bytes are lost. 

This condition is not detected by the SPI peripheral. 

SS Error Flag (SSERR) A Synchronous Serial Slave Error occurs when SS goes high before the end of a
received data in slave mode. SSERR does not cause in interruption, this bit is cleared
by writing 0 to SPEN bit (reset of the SPI state machine).

Interrupts Two SPI status flags can generate a CPU interrupt requests:

Table 55.  SPI Interrupts

Serial Peripheral data transfer flag, SPIF:  This bit is set by hardware when a transfer
has been completed. SPIF bit generates transmitter CPU interrupt requests. 

Mode Fault flag, MODF:  This bit becomes set to indicate that the level on the SS is
inconsistent with the mode of the SPI. MODF with SSDIS reset, generates receiver/error
CPU interrupt requests. When SSDIS is set, no MODF interrupt request is generated.

Figure 31 gives a logical view of the above statements. 

Flag Request

SPIF (SP data transfer) SPI Transmitter Interrupt request 

MODF (Mode Fault) SPI Receiver/Error Interrupt Request (if SSDIS = ’0’)
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Reset Value = 00X0 XXXXb

Not Bit addressable

Serial Peripheral DATa Register 
(SPDAT)

The Serial Peripheral Data Register (Table 58) is a read/write buffer for the receive data
register. A write to SPDAT places data directly into the shift register. No transmit buffer is
available in this model. 

A Read of the SPDAT returns the value located in the receive buffer and not the content
of the shift register. 

Table 58.  SPDAT Register

SPDAT - Serial Peripheral Data Register (0C5H)

Reset Value = Indeterminate

R7:R0:  Receive data bits

SPCON, SPSTA and SPDAT registers may be read and written at any time while there
is no on-going exchange. However, special care should be taken when writing to them
while a transmission is on-going:

• Do not change SPR2, SPR1 and SPR0

• Do not change CPHA and CPOL

• Do not change MSTR

• Clearing SPEN would immediately disable the peripheral

• Writing to the SPDAT will cause an overflow.

1 -
Reserved

The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit.

0 -
Reserved

The value read from this bit is indeterminate. Do not set this bit.

Bit 
Number

Bit 
Mnemonic Description

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

R7 R6 R5 R4 R3 R2 R1 R0
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Hardware Watchdog 
Timer

The WDT is intended as a recovery method in situations where the CPU may be sub-
jected to software upset. The WDT consists of a 14-bit counter and the Watchdog Timer
Reset (WDTRST) SFR. The WDT is by default disabled from exiting reset. To enable
the WDT, user must write 01EH and 0E1H in sequence to the WDTRST, SFR location
0A6H. When WDT is enabled, it will increment every machine cycle while the oscillator
is running and there is no way to disable the WDT except through reset (either hardware
reset or WDT overflow reset). When WDT overflows, it will drive an output RESET HIGH
pulse at the RST-pin. 

Using the WDT To enable the WDT, user must write 01EH and 0E1H in sequence to the WDTRST, SFR
location 0A6H. When WDT is enabled, the user needs to service it by writing to 01EH
and 0E1H to WDTRST to avoid WDT overflow. The 14-bit counter overflows when it
reaches 16383 (3FFFH) and this will reset the device. When WDT is enabled, it will
increment every machine cycle while the oscillator is running. This means the user must
reset the WDT at least every 16383 machine cycle. To reset the WDT the user must
write 01EH and 0E1H to WDTRST. WDTRST is a write only register. The WDT counter
cannot be read or written. When WDT overflows, it will generate an output RESET pulse
at the RST-pin. The RESET pulse duration is 96 x TCLK PERIPH, where TCLK PERIPH= 1/FCLK

PERIPH. To make the best use of the WDT, it should be serviced in those sections of code
that will periodically be executed within the time required to prevent a WDT reset. 

To have a more powerful WDT, a 27 counter has been added to extend the Time-out
capability, ranking from 16 ms to 2 s @ FOSCA = 12 MHz. To manage this feature, see
WDTPRG register description, Table 59. 

Table 59.  WDTRST Register

WDTRST - Watchdog Reset Register (0A6h)

Reset Value = XXXX XXXXb

Write only, this SFR is used to reset/enable the WDT by writing 01EH then 0E1H in
sequence. 

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

- - - - - - - -
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Reset Recommendation 
to Prevent Flash 
Corruption

An example of bad initialization situation may occur in an instance where the bit
ENBOOT in AUXR1 register is initialized from the hardware bit BLJB upon reset. Since
this bit allows mapping of the bootloader in the code area, a reset failure can be critical. 

If one wants the ENBOOT cleared in order to unmap the boot from the code area (yet
due to a bad reset) the bit ENBOOT in SFRs may be set. If the value of Program
Counter is accidently in the range of the boot memory addresses then a Flash access
(write or erase) may corrupt the Flash on-chip memory.

It is recommended to use an external reset circuitry featuring power supply monitoring to
prevent system malfunction during periods of insufficient power supply voltage (power
supply failure, power supply switched off).

Idle Mode An instruction that sets PCON.0 indicates that it is the last instruction to be executed
before going into Idle mode. In Idle mode, the internal clock signal is gated off to the
CPU, but not to the interrupt, Timer, and Serial Port functions. The CPU status is pre-
served in its entirety: the Stack Pointer, Program Counter, Program Status Word,
Accumulator and all other registers maintain their data during idle. The port pins hold the
logical states they had at the time Idle was activated. ALE and PSEN hold at logic high
level. 

There are two ways to terminate the Idle mode. Activation of any enabled interrupt will
cause PCON.0 to be cleared by hardware, terminating the Idle mode. The interrupt will
be serviced, and following RETI the next instruction to be executed will be the one fol-
lowing the instruction that put the device into idle. 

The flag bits GF0 and GF1 can be used to give an indication if an interrupt occurred dur-
ing normal operation or during idle. For example, an instruction that activates idle can
also set one or both flag bits. When idle is terminated by an interrupt, the interrupt ser-
vice routine can examine the flag bits. 

The other way of terminating the Idle mode is with a hardware reset. Since the clock
oscillator is still running, the hardware reset needs to be held active for only two
machine cycles (24 oscillator periods) to complete the reset. 

Power-down Mode To save maximum power, a Power-down mode can be invoked by software (see Table
14, PCON register).

In Power-down mode, the oscillator is stopped and the instruction that invoked Power-
down mode is the last instruction executed. The internal RAM and SFRs retain their
value until the Power-down mode is terminated. VCC can be lowered to save further
power. Either a hardware reset or an external interrupt can cause an exit from Power-
down. To properly terminate Power-down, the reset or external interrupt should not be
executed before VCC is restored to its normal operating level and must be held active
long enough for the oscillator to restart and stabilize. 

Only external interrupts INT0, INT1 and Keyboard Interrupts are useful to exit from
Power-down. For that, interrupt must be enabled and configured as level or edge sensi-
tive interrupt input. When Keyboard Interrupt occurs after a power down mode, 1024
clocks are necessary to exit to power down mode and enter in operating mode. 

Holding the pin low restarts the oscillator but bringing the pin high completes the exit as
detailed in Figure 34. When both interrupts are enabled, the oscillator restarts as soon
as one of the two inputs is held low and power down exit will be completed when the first
input will be released. In this case, the higher priority interrupt service routine is exe-
cuted. Once the interrupt is serviced, the next instruction to be executed after RETI will
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Figure 41.  Command Flow

Write/Program Commands This flow is common to the following frames:

• Flash/EEPROM Programming Data Frame

• EOF or Atmel Frame (only Programming Atmel Frame)

• Config Byte Programming Data Frame

• Baud Rate Frame

Description

Figure 42.  Write/Program Flow

Bootloader

":"Sends first character of  the
Frame

If (not  received ":")
  
   

Sends frame (made of 2 ASCII Gets frame, and sends back ec
for each received Byte

Host

Else":"
   Sends echo and start 
   reception

characters per Byte)
Echo analysis

Host Bootloader

Write Command

’X’ & CR & LF

NO_SECURITY

Wait Write Command

Checksum error

Wait Programming

Send Security error

Send COMMAND_OK

Send Write Command

Wait Checksum Error

Wait COMMAND_OK

Wait Security Error

OR

COMMAND ABORTED

COMMAND FINISHED

Send Checksum error

COMMAND ABORTED

’P’ & CR & LFOR

’.’ & CR & LF
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AC Parameters

Explanation of the AC 
Symbols

Each timing symbol has 5 characters. The first character is always a “T” (stands for
time). The other characters, depending on their positions, stand for the name of a signal
or the logical status of that signal. The following is a list of all the characters and what
they stand for.

Example:TAVLL = Time for Address Valid to ALE Low.
TLLPL = Time for ALE Low to PSEN Low.

(Load Capacitance for port 0, ALE and PSEN = 100 pF; Load Capacitance for all other
outputs = 80 pF.)

Table 75 Table 78, and Table 80 give the description of each AC symbols.

Table 77, Table 79 and Table 81 give the AC parameterfor each range.

Table 76, Table 77 and Table 82 gives the frequency derating formula of the AC param-
eter for each speed range description. To calculate each AC symbols, take the x value
in the correponding column (-M or -L) and use this value in the formula.

Example: TLLIU for -M and 20 MHz, Standard clock.
x = 35 ns
T 50 ns
TCCIV = 4T - x = 165 ns

External Program Memory 
Characteristics

Table 75.  Symbol Description

Symbol Parameter

T Oscillator clock period

TLHLL ALE pulse width

TAVLL Address Valid to ALE

TLLAX Address Hold after ALE

TLLIV ALE to Valid Instruction In

TLLPL ALE to PSEN

TPLPH PSEN Pulse Width

TPLIV PSEN to Valid Instruction In

TPXIX Input Instruction Hold after PSEN

TPXIZ Input Instruction Float after PSEN

TAVIV Address to Valid Instruction In

TPLAZ PSEN Low to Address Float
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Ordering Information
Table 83.  Possible Order Entries

Part Number Memory Size Supply Voltage Temperature Range Package Packing Product Marking

AT89C51RB2-3CSIM

16 KBytes

5V Industrial PDIL40 Stick 89C51RB2-IM

AT89C51RB2-SLSCM 5V Commercial PLCC44 Stick 89C51RB2-CM

AT89C51RB2-SLSIM 5V Industrial PLCC44 Stick 89C51RB2-IM

AT89C51RB2-RLTCM 5V Commercial VQFP44 Tray 89C51RB2-CM

AT89C51RB2-RLTIM 5V Industrial VQFP44 Tray 89C51RB2-IM

AT89C51RB2-SLSIL 3V Industrial PLCC44 Stick 89C51RB2-IL

AT89C51RB2-RLTIL 3V Industrial VQFP44 Tray 89C51RB2-IL

AT89C51RC2-3CSCM

32 KBytes

5V Commercial PDIL40 Stick 89C51RC2-CM

AT89C51RC2-3CSIM 5V Industrial PDIL40 Stick 89C51RC2-IM

AT89C51RC2-SLSCM 5V Commercial PLCC44 Stick 89C51RC2-CM

AT89C51RC2-SLSIM 5V Industrial PLCC44 Stick 89C51RC2-IM

AT89C51RC2-RLTCM 5V Commercial VQFP44 Tray 89C51RC2-CM

AT89C51RC2-RLTIM 5V Industrial VQFP44 Tray 89C51RC2-IM

AT89C51RC2-SLSIL 3V Industrial PLCC44 Stick 89C51RC2-IL

AT89C51RC2-RLTIL 3V Industrial VQFP44 Tray 89C51RC2-IL

AT89C51RB2-3CSUM

16 KBytes

5V Industrial & Green PDIL40 Stick 89C51RB2-UM

AT89C51RB2-SLSUM 5V Industrial & Green PLCC44 Stick 89C51RB2-UM

AT89C51RB2-RLTUM 5V Industrial & Green VQFP44 Tray 89C51RB2-UM

AT89C51RB2-SLSUL 3V Industrial & Green PLCC44 Stick 89C51RB2-UL

AT89C51RB2-RLTUL 3V Industrial & Green VQFP44 Tray 89C51RB2-UL

AT89C51RB2-RLTUM 5V Industrial & Green VQFP44 Tray 89C51RB2-UM

AT89C51RC2-3CSUM

32 KBytes

5V Industrial & Green PDIL40 Stick 89C51RC2-UM

AT89C51RC2-SLSUM 5V Industrial & Green PLCC44 Stick 89C51RC2-UM

AT89C51RC2-RLTUM 5V Industrial & Green VQFP44 Tray 89C51RC2-UM

AT89C51RC2-SLSUL 3V Industrial & Green PLCC44 Stick 89C51RC2-UL

AT89C51RC2-RLTUL 3V Industrial & Green VQFP44 Tray 89C51RC2-UL


