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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
Table 265 • Programming Times with 100 kHz, 25 MH z. and 12.5 MHz SPI Clock Rates (Fabric 
Only)

M2S/M2GL Device

Auto Programming Auto Up date Programming Recovery

Unit 100 kHz 25 MHz 12.5 MHz

005 69 49 50 Sec

010 99 57 57 Sec

025 150 64 63 Sec

050 551 Not Supported Not Supported Sec

060 313 105 104 Sec

090 449 131 130 Sec

150 730 179 183 Sec

1. Auto programming in 050 device is done through SC_SPI, and SPI CLK is set to 6.25 MHz.

Table 266 • Programming Times with 100 kHz, 25 MH z. and 12.5 MHz SPI Clock Rates (eNVM 
Only)

M2S/M2GL Device

Auto Programming Auto Up date Programming Recovery

Unit 100 kHz 25 MHz 12.5 MHz

005 63 70 71 Sec

010 108 109 109 Sec

025 109 107 108 Sec

050 107 Not Supported Not Supported Sec

060 100 108 108 Sec

090 176 184 184 Sec

150 183 183 183 Sec

Table 267 • Programming Times with 100 kHz, 25 MHz.  and 12.5 MHz SPI Clock Rates (Fabric and 
eNVM)

M2S/M2GL Device

Auto Programming Auto Up date Programming Recovery

Unit 100 kHz 25 MHz 12.5 MHz

005 109 89 88 Sec

010 183 135 135 Sec

025 251 142 143 Sec

050 134 Not Supported Not Supported Sec

060 390 183 180 Sec

090 604 283 282 Sec

150 889 331 332 Sec
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
Figure 23 • SPI Timing for a Single Frame Tran sfer in Motorola Mode (SPH = 1)

SPI master configuration (applicable for 060, 090, and 150 devices)

sp6m SPI_[0|1]_DO setup time2 (SPI_x_CLK_period/2) – 7.0 ns

sp7m SPI_[0|1]_DO hold time2 (SPI_x_CLK_period/2) – 9.5 ns

sp8m SPI_[0|1]_DI setup time2 15 ns

sp9m SPI_[0|1]_DI hold time2 -–2.5 ns

SPI slave configuration (applicable for 060, 090, and 150 devices)

sp6s SPI_[0|1]_DO setup time2 (SPI_x_CLK_period/2) – 16.0 ns

sp7s SPI_[0|1]_DO hold time2 (SPI_x_CLK_period/2) - 3.5 ns

sp8s SPI_[0|1]_DI setup time2 3 ns

sp9s SPI_[0|1]_DI hold time2 2.5 ns

1. For specific Rise/Fall Times board design considerations and detailed output buffer resistances, use the corresponding IBIS 
models located on the Microsemi SoC Products Group website: http://www.microsemi.com/soc/download/ibis/default.aspx.

2. For allowable pclk configurations, see the Serial Peripheral Interface Controller section in the UG0331: SmartFusion2 
Microcontroller Subsystem User Guide.

Table 310 • SPI Characteristics for All Devices  (continued)

Symbol Description Min Typ Max Unit Conditions

SPI_0_CLK
SPO = 0

SPI_0_DO

SP6 SP7

50%50% MSB

50% 50% 50%

SP2

SP1

90%

10% 10%

SP4 SP5

SP8 SP9

50%50% MSBSPI_0_DI

10%

90%

SP5

90%

10%

SP4

90%

10%10%

SP4SP5

90%

SPI_0_SS

SPI_0_CLK
SPO = 1

SP3
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